October 2020
Volume 5
Number 10

B\

N
2 1

°

Aapf
tH

Day

Passionist

LEE, John Michael

PADINJARADATH, Sibi

GUIVAS, Luis Daniel

MCMILLAN, John

10

DELBROCCO, Enzo

11

VITALI, Theodore

12

PACHECO, Lionel

14

ROGERS, Joseph

17

MURPHY, William

20

ESPARZA-PEREZ, Hugo

23

LABA, Gerald

31

PRICE, James

RODRIGUEZ HERNANDEZ,

Carlos Luis

Passionist News Notes
St. Paul of the Cross Province

The Passionists will celebrate the Jubilee from 22 November 2020 to 1 January 2022. In fact, on
November 22, 1720, our Founder, St. Paul of the Cross, after taking leave of his family, was
clothed in penitential garb by the Bishop of Alexandria. Subsequently he retreated to a cell adja-
cent to the shrine of St. Charles's Church in Castellazzo Bormida (AL) where he made a 40-day
retreat. During this retreat that was marked by mystical experiences and enlightenment, he
wrote the first Rule of the future Congregation. However, the conclusion of this Jubilee year
would instead be scheduled for 01 January 2022, because it was on that date that Paul of the
Cross ended his retreat experience at Castellazzo.

The next 50 pages is a reflection about Renewal, Gratitude, Prophecy, Hope, Jubilee, & Charism.
NOTE: You could get printable versions of this in lower left of the website listed below.

To find out this Jubilee click here.


http://www.passiochristi.org/third-centenary-of-the-founding-of-the-passionist-congregation/
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Pl EN S50 OO 5l & CATI s HULLETE S THE PAassHisi=T U BLLE:

[ d

d i cebebhration of e thind centenary ol gh
[ounding of the Congregation is a celehraion
off & charism that we muast prochaim with waornds

and svorks. The focus shaubd he “Eeeping alive™ and

peoEling the charisom and el the inseitetinm

I is il a celebration ol our greainess oF Our Soc
cesses: rather it is a celebhration of the Blessimgs of
Gl during these three coniwrses and the ldeliry of
inmunerrable Passionises whoo theough theic Bife and
their mission, and despite their haman weak ness and
Frailvie= have kept alive the memory of the Passion of
leses as a magnanimous and comncoeie sc ol the Toy
ol Gl

I Fuopse theat this jubiles svill e celebiranesd in thae Tigio
of our renewal as Passionists, bath personal and oom
mniiarian

Wl plannssd celebrations shoubd e directed o

# Deepening our coammitment o keep alive the mem
oy o Jesans’ Passion as the uliimale expression of
e = B T all peaiple and all creation

# Find new and contemmporary ways o promole [his
ey (Aenmorss Passsonis

¥ The renewial ol owr missson o proclaim thee Gosgee] of
Ll Piassinm

HEFLECTI S0 0% THE THEME OF INUBILEE: HESEWI™S9{3
GO SIRSSIONS: dEATITU DE. PROPMIECY . BINFE,
EsCovl BAGE ALL FARTS OFF THE COysGREGGATIOS T
ACTIVELY MOTIVATE MEMBERS OF THE PAassioxis]
Fasiiny Tox

# Humibily remember the past with thanksgiving o th
Caand] ol Do il coemipassion wis has Bl v (grat
iTunli);

# Fead the signs of the times amd find new ways oo
evandgelize throagh thee kens ol Jesos’ Passson (progin
(£ gt

" "
# Disoem Godd's plans amd promises for s meaninghal
Mol ure (Fuogse]

¥ oesar EO0E Sl

]

"MAY THE PASSION OF JESUS ALWAYS
BE IN OUR HEARTS.



Questions
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The obvious guestion: Can we

1t 18 good that Paul of the Croes’
Castellazzo experience, retain THE OPENING OF THI

all of its temporal unity and tn- PREPARATORY PHASE OF
spiring dynamism. THE JUBILEE WILL BE DURING
THE 47" GENERAL CHAPTER.
DURING THE VESPERS OF THI
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Every Passionist, sooner or later, experiences
nostalgia upon entering the small coll where the
Founder, Paul Daneo, moved ' the Holy Spirit,
lived the expenience of giving birth to our sparitual
slenuty. It happens especsally in the beginnings of
our formation or in reflective moments: reltreats,
assemblies, synads and chapters. And it will hap
penc undoubeedly, in all of us during this pericd of
preparation for the Jubilee event

vé

Castellazzo s the honevimoon. the nest, the crsd

e and the seon of a life. Forty determining davs:
from November 29 1o |‘ll"ll‘ll'\ L 17201721 On the
alterncon of November 22, Bishop Gartinaras s i
simple ceremony, dressed Paul in a henmit’s CUnics 57 »
i his private chapel. He felt moved 1o fears wiiss e ' .9 -4 \3
he saw the voung man obsessed with the .?‘1

solitude and the desine Lo gather companionsees o

felt that something new was being born el
from the charismaltic point of view, the Sl
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the Passsonists was boen, although from the kegal
standpoant thas woulkd take place al a later dare.

His bishop and director granted ham permission
(o retire for a tiow, 10 devote himsell o praver,
i the Church of San Carlo in Castellazzo and or
dered lim o wiite down everything that he ex
perenced in his heart. In accord with the pastor,

he decided to reside ina small ten-square-meter

room on the ground Hoor between the apse, the
sacristy and the belfry of the church. Wimness
es defined that space as something horribie. A
wet storeroom. with unpainted walls, which had
served as a storehouse for the stonemason’s 1ools
during the restoration works that had just been
finished in the church. Al the onset of winter, in
the plain of Alessandria, called the Siberia of laly,

this environment welcomed Paul who was cager

(o live the dream of a project that bumed inside
of him amxd Jonged 1o become a reality. The most
important thing is that the cell connected with
the church and it had a window that led 10 the
street. Teresa, his 18- yvear-old sister who spicd on
the movements of her mysterious brother, forced
open the window to slip in a blankel

His dasly schedule was appraximately as follows

at night, three hours of prayer. Duning the day,
participation in all the Masses. cleaning of the
church and more hours in Tront of the abernac-

e, It made a “huge impressson” on the people who
saw him so changed. Always praying, barefool,
with the strangest garh ever seen in the vicin
iy, Eves awake and happy, but with dark circles
causad by vigils and fases. In the afternoon, revi-
sion of the day and writing of the repart for the
bishop. For fox! he ate the bresd and water that
the friends offered hinme His skeep, scarce and ir
regular, on straw, inside a trough that servexd as a
container for lime.

The Fortv-dav diary is a thorough report of how

much happened in his soul lhmuuh e work of
God Between December 2 and 7 he wrote the Rule
for the family that God has inspired in his heart
for vears. He had prepared to soak up God's grace
with an intense novena On November 28, as hwe
praved, he had a vision of the Virgin Mary who al-
firmed him and urged him o move forward. When
he started 10 write, it was like opening the flood-
gates of a waterfall. The pen managed (o reach the
spoxxd of his heart. He said, 1 wrote as fast as if
there was somneone dictating to me from a profes-
sor’s chair”

There followed twenty four intense days, face (o
face with God. The Gad of faith. sweet and myste-
rious, who does not offer a sweet honevmoon, but
consalation and heartache, abandoning Paul dur-
ing the most heartbreaking desolations. Prayer
gradually became his mam task The Eucharist
was at the center. At various umamw

sofiness, m¢m
at other times there was arid
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The commemorative logo consssts ol three disting
parts: fest and foremost, the emblem and name of
the event, followed by the complementary graph
i desagn composed ol mspiring words ol passaon
In places haghlyghed within the design we placed
the main theme that dentifes the meaning ol the
third centenary
mumnber 300 and the dates of the conmemaoration

Renewing our Messson”, plus the

which can be usedl, together with the logo, as ¢l
ements in the graphic decoration of the different
applicatons o be designed within the communi
cation material created for publicizing the events
of the centenary

ubulacum

j GRANIUDE | PrOoPuecy  Hove

-
“Renewing our “Mission

AL the moment the text of the Logo has been pub
lished in six languages: ltalian, Spansic Englsh
Fronche Portuguese,. German and Latin, but it is
possible o do st any language. [T s only noeces
sary that they agree and that you send the draf

ing team (vea e email that = on the websioe) the
translation of the following texe, the phrase “Re
ewing our mission” and the words =300, grati
lude. prophecy and hope’”

IHE Passi

st o Year 2ol o

WEB

T'o maintain up to date information and commun
Caton (;uu:lq.llu- e of the Jubilee, we neod the
collshoration and partcipation of each one of us. A
Web pagebasbeencreaiedwww jubilaeumep.ory
The cost ol the sate, the creaton of tw page and s
maintenanoe by a professional 15 assumexd by th
Province of the Sacred Heart (SOOR

TS

MOV Ef s

Mision

On the WEB a Cloud space = open 0 be Hilled
with Passsonist content. An email account is
redactiosvjubilacumep.ory  when

yvou can send evervihing that conoerns the events

avaikahlk

of the Jubilee. The account will emain open
Tubileumep20206epassiochristiory
in touch with the members of the Comamissson

0o keop

DocU FieTioN ON SAINT PAavL

OF THE CROSS

The General Council approved the making of a
Fillm aboat our Founder i a joint venture with
the US Cathalie televisson channel EWTN, thus
dividing the cosis

It is not a film abowt the life of St Paul of thw
Cross, bat it is basically a documentary with
only a few parts with an actor acting as St Paul
of the Cross. The collaboration with EWTN was
derermined by the Fact that this Network (the
largest Catholic network in the world) reaches
an audience of more than 250 million viewers
in MO countres. The film was barn in English,
but EWTN will also make a Spanish edition and
in any case the film can be translated ino any
other language at the sole cost of dubbing or
subtitling. On October K, the Capitukars will see
the premiere of the Hla
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It is a representaton, in Byvzantine stvle, of the Virgin Mary
and St Paul of the Cross at the foot of the Crucilied. This cen
tral section has two doors that, when opened, show St Ga
brel of the Sorrowful Virgin, St Gemma Galgani, Blessed
Bro. Isidore de Loor and the ecumenical missionary, Blessoed
Dominic Barberi (of the Mother of God). The author of this
work = a Greek iconographer, Loukas Serogloa. The feon will
be accompanied by a relic of St Paul of the Cross The cost of
the lcon is assumoed by the SPIR and YULN provinces, The Ju
bilee Commission. with the appeoval of the Supenor General
and his council, has suggested an itinerary, so that 1he lcon
travwels throughout the entire Congregation visiting each of
the communities and “touches™ each of the religious. It will
be acocompanied by a catechesis and a prayer.

U Yeanrz2Zomwmsm O\

Passio
news

INTERNATIONAL
EVENTS

e Jubelew is a spiritual event
that must involve the entire
Congregation and the Passionist
Family and therefore we en
Courage mitsatves in all the Pas
sionest entitges and espocially by
every member ol the Passionist
Familv. Some events, however
will have international relevance
andd will he held in Roaw

THE SOLEMN OPENING Of the Ju
biks on November 20, 2020 ¢
the closing on January | ..ll_’_‘

MEETING OF PASSIONIST lorms
ton personnel

MEETING OF YOU NG RELIGIOUS
professod and ordained in th
last 5 years)

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS

OF THEOLOGY: Gloria Crucis
Chair of the Lateran University
“The Wesdlom of the Cross

in a plural wordd™ 21 to 24 Sep
[C | D 2021)

‘m fo

] 0y rnlm-uwiuhulnruuwm
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THE “EXPERIENCE

OF OUR FOUNDER”
hmmmmmmwd
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SAINTS AND MUSICIANS
What will we sing during the Ju
Dalee? There were a ot of musical
proposals: Pop. solemn hivinns
polvphonies, marches. There s
erything.. only rap s missing!
at is why we believe that th
Congrogation s a Family of mu
sacians, as well as ol saines. The
Commmission had the arduous
task-responsibility of examining
15 compositions. Lastening 1o th
songs, they got carried away by
the music and found themselyes
SOMECImes praving.  soonetomes
doing “the wave™ and concluding
withh & military march.. Beau
lful Music! How 10 choose? We
thought ol a song thal everyvorn
could sing together, especsally
the young. Father General gave
s an idea: all the musacal mate
sl recervedd maest e available 1o
everyone and each one chooses
what e likes best. This relseved
the Communission and instead of
choosing, it had only 1o indscat
he pop song "Passionists 300
years” composod by Fr Francesoo
das Chagas (Braalyl the popular
Iovenn *Saint Paul of the Cross™,
composedd by Thomas Hvo (Indo
nesiak the hturgical hymn *Paul,
Herald of the Cross™ with Iy
ics by Miguel Gonealez and mu
¢ of Pascual Barturen (Spain
the video *Gratitude, prophecy
and hope” |-.--.'-- ad by Fro An
drds Carrillo (Coloenbia), and th
“March of S. l’mll of the Cross™
composexd by Fro Avensius Rosis
Indonesia) and sung by the In
done=san Passionist nov ices. You
will find music, exes and scores
on the Jubilee website: www. jubi
lacumep.org. 10is true that thos
who sing-well-pray tweee. But we
MuUst NOL SLop pray g so vou will
also fned on the Websine a series of
pravers lor the Jubilee and for Vo
cations. We appreciate the ¢ffort
and dedication ol all artests and
oanpesers of musace annd pravers
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b b Psart of our Passionds! charesan, swhdich we appropresaiely oe

Fimer a9 Moo Pessioerds - e Weroaery off e Passion off Clerse
Blemory amnd passion ame inlimalely relayied oo each. The Freodch lhish
o hean-Baplispe Massillon, a contermpaorry ol our Poomder, stated thad
Cerrarirandae 15 rfae Jverd 'S riEa e

Gmlilmh‘.'l'l'u' First of thse e words ol our Jubiles Logo takes us ciglh

Ewen Paul el [l Croess speske ol owur Beecth vosy as el grareiial mereaery of
rlar paers<iom orred dievadfs aff fe=is Cheisn aurr Lol Gratioode oemes Tooam chie
cruciiied hove of e Beadecamer, thinough sy hich see Fuve Been gifted with
salvartion. In a traditsdnal Fraday prasyer wie say: | deank yone, Lasrd Jeses
Chore=t, For dying Tor wee. D ored Ted o e Ieoed anned vour swoendd s sanferedd
arre mny Pl B for gl Gratelal memory of the Passion of Chreist is
al the Persart ol our charisoe throagh 50 we Eake our place in che Clhaencle

My the Passion of our Lord Jesus Cheist be albwors in our hearis.

This proayerful greeting of our congregation is aiributable (o
Foaul of the Cross. [ also contains that aititode of graciioade. This

is (o say that gratitude shoold alway s be inse cibaed inoar hearts as
Passionisis.

Feart and o oo ctedd thinpugie thee haly name of Jesas. These ane the
#F Ises of the Passionesl symmlsd wiich sye seesar oo thee Fuslail. Ina ssensae, il
i= the estersor “rrasdeneark™ by awhsch a Passiomist = reasgnozec.

This bastlage wiorn an e chest is a ooniinoal reoinder 1o iniernalize the
#F My siery al the Passion amd Desch of our Lord esas Chirisc and thinouag
thi= mesrary ol the Tt o cullivae a prolooand gratioede in us.

The whaleheariedly grsie ol recogoitiom of the aving ose of Christ, o

& priessaed in his Passion, Toe the sake of the redeonprion of ihe syarbl alzsan
lutedy compeels us e proclkaim the Gosgred of the Passson as joyomes nemws
and as an invitation wo e graie il

Ao all thean s Beeem sssicl, i0 Sheonn bl b chear that the Poasssonisn viscaiion
i also carries wille ir an inyilastiom oo graiitode

It is Fundamentally hunan thatl every EErson undaer=stamnd s and haer

aexistenoe &5 “weloormesl” Mothing is aken Por grantal We shoukl neser
spogr Iaeing amaczed and grste il e the many greal amd soall miseeles
Frown Chee Daanad o Gostl in owre daily eodsgemee.

A vl preepsare for e 3(Ebh anniversary’ al the fmemddalin ol our Con

a8  reER e, il = important oo thank gur Lo Tor ihee Charisan of Saim Faal
ol ther Ceess, Tor owre anyne personal socatiom as Passionist, and Tor all of
Chve o] swlhvichs gur Beethren bayve secompllisPed. m e woorddl Wee nejoice
P s rich harvest Tor which sée have the wilneess ol many saints and
Iile=sia]s.

Wi Al wesly e ok v the Towneme svich gratitoce. A the Saonme 18 mse
#owvr ol be realistic amnd oonscimes ol the problems of the Chanch and
ol thee sl Thandks o owr Baithe hasever, see Bnos hal Gosd wiishiess

carly et B ws, s = prepacing s Toe teal goasd as osee follkiey hies woill
Ther el wie okl ahead with a confidencoe that B rachoim gratitode
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Spandard in Mexico

What docs gratstwde mean (o me?
1 ask mysell this because people
have asked me. but | think you
CANT give an answer only ona ra 2

tional basis. 1 believe thal, rather
theme They are obvious and in
thing meaningful;, or: a feeling Virtue ol those who have

han on a rational basis, at ils

rooL._gratitude is a feeling from

which other diverse Teelings., at

titades and actions come

It &5 ke asking yvoursell what !

do vou feel when you see or

Dreathe... They are personal ex

Perienoes, so normal in everyday

life and Hived all the time. we ney

herent to a person

that produces the spontancous  heir heart It s L-u warm l-n:;

mesponse of the desire of heing and the comforting smile of God ' “

meciprocated” |
#T0 be gratefull is an act of hum

er think of defining or explaining ?
This is why, | would define gral Fr. Gregorio Arreaga
ilude as: “The sansfaction ol Ix Ecvadonan in Venezuel
ing recognized as a person, when
someone olse gives me some BOratitude: & magic w "'l “ s 1w
bleness. modesty, approciation

Gratitude is many leelings con

'“-"(‘:(l mli*fa(-liu'| r"r reced and Kindmness Gratitude cannot
II wn'olhll.u u‘“)d f('r'“..l‘ﬂ Ix 'H'l‘.-ll 1 or sold, it arises from
: the purest and deepest mterior of

the heart of a person

teful. * The one who is grateful o God
hiss My reasons (o conbinuoe
receiving from HIM  abundant
Dlessings because gratiiude is the
key that opens the doors of the
heart of God 'We always have o
Ix: grateful 1o God for everything
we receive for good as well the
bl timnes as Job feaches us in the
Holy Seriptures. He Knows how to
e grateful ro Godall the tme and
o thus we can see how God embrace
S50 o8 humanity in thase who do his
Y wWHE whsehs B best wiy (0 be
STy gratefubio hus - -




fombian in Bolivia

Gratitude has a price. Gralitude
15 10 give thanks without expect

ing anything in return: gratitude
means kearning how o give our

selves and serving others, without
expecting recognition. Gratitude
i% 10 rely abways on people willing
10 collaborate and 0 Know that
there will not e any demands. Je

sus, as a man, gave himself freely
1o all of us W save us and let us
know the great ove that the Fa

ther has for us; “Freedy you have
received; freely you are 1o give”
(Matthewl, 7-15)1 Saint Paul of the
Cross incarnated into his own life
this reality, making himself this
way, hope. consolation. sacrifice
for his brothers of the community
and to the people of his time. Tru

Iy, the key to the Tullness of oy is
what Jesus tedls us: “There is more
lappiness in giving than there
15 in receiving” (Mark 12, 38 -4}
and that is to live ingratitude. The
Irue value of gratitude is given by
cach one of us; that value arises
with the experience of life. Prac-
teing gratiude, every day, is not
amatier of only reason, but an act
of convaction. JESU XP1 PASSIO is
o Live in grantude.

member the central event of the
(hrstian faith. the gilt of the
ther in his immense love offe

[0 _mankind (¢l Jnd.16). Mature

fasth recognizes that “everything
is grace” "It is truly right and

just, our duty and our salvation, 'm“

always and cverywhere 1o give

you thanks, Lord, holy Father: SIS

mighty and etemal God, through
Christ our Lond™ (Preface of the
Roman missal). The sampless ex-
pression of the Passionist charism
i “Passio in cordibus”, that = the

continuous memory in our hweart # For_holiness {
of what Gods love has done for  Our Spirituality has g
15 "Mindful of the Passion of the  Congregation and the €

Lord” Like the keper who was
healed “returned” 0 thank Jesus

(Luke 170 =0 our Congregation # For our mi

“returns” 1o its 300 years of life, o
give thanks. Thanksgiving = not
merely a simple form of prayer;
it is the fundamental atinude of
an entire person when consid

MM

DOt 1 1 OCT

host of Saints and M,

wrrection w sinners, 1o the o
those crucifiod becawse of pov
injustice. disease.

ering the Passion of the Lord It #For_charity. the MOUNLns

expresses amazement when con
tempiating the enacious ove of
God for us. How can we naol ory
with emotion? How can we nol

world? How can we not care for
thoese who sulfer, and offer hope to
those who are desolate? Although
W CANNDE IGNOEe Our sans {ermors,
faslures, hypocrsy, hardness. ¢ie)
that we commitied during these
three centuries of life (he jubs-
loe also serves for reguesting and
obeaining divine forgivencss), we
thank God for the particular gifts
which He has given us and for

the responses that our religious

of yesterday and today gave Him, - us40 the

keveping the Congregation alive in
the Charch.

love and forgiveness between
low religious wha for 300 yanrs
have built and rebuilt our local

COMIMuUNILes;
shoatt about this love o the whole # For the eertainty of eternal life:

It is the promise which the
has assurad us lh mmivnm our

TN L)

lmvdandlothe
groal refigeous who
l'-'l LS, O I
'nLMM
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Paul «
Saii

Fr. Gabricle Cingolani

S
spiriual
1 e, each
tive gilt of the
ng of the saving
10 & specific missson
alwavs encouraged by the
Gaod. Facing refusal, Paul responds
ely 1o failure with a new momentun. He
entered into the dy namic of the paschal mys
Wry of death and resurrection which will model
he rest of his life and ensich the Church through
the Passionsst family.
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His bishop and spiritual father, Bishop Arborio
Gattunara, hasbeen very impressed by the journal
and the Rle's outlime thiat Panl has neesented He
grants him some freedom (o live as a hermit and
carry an apostolic life in the area of Castellazzo,
but he does not support him fully. When, aller a
few months, Paul wants 1o hasten the process and
obtain the confirmation of his inspiration from
the pope, he lets him go without the smallest pres
omamn or minimum explanaton about how 1o
S¢ types of environments.

August 1721, Paul sadls alone from
venture that fails according 1o the
e line of human history, but which
& a trivmph in the vertical tme line of God. He
Arrves in (‘n iaveochia on Seprember 9, and after
[ quarantine. he heads o Rome along
s 70 Kiloeneters alone in a
sted area, the streets of
m lodges. He arrives in
Cavalleggen. The next
day. alier his wis and conlession in Saint
Peter’s, he arrives at the Quinnal palace, where hwe
hopes o meet Pope Innocent [ and get the ap
proval of the text that of the Rule he has rewritien.

The palace guards and employees from the papal
residence look him up and down and look af cach
other. He does not have a bad appearance, but
wilh that robe that he has worn all day and nighe,
barefoot, with beard and disheveled hair, he is not
presentable. Who sends you? What do vou have in
mind? With so many criminals nowadavs, it is bet-
ter not 1o trust anyone. And in Roman dialect one

shouts: “smammare!” “Get lost!™ I's futile 10 boeg.
For someone as naive as hwe i it was unthinkable
that meeting the Pope was about andiences and
luxuriouns dress.

For a moment he experiences bitlerness from the
exhaustion of vain atempis, but not even that re-
action extinguishes the Hame that the Holy Sparit
has gnited in his innermost sell The creativity of
love does not leave any space for tiredness

He refreshes himsell at a fountain, that disap-
peared alter the construction of the Palazzo del-
Ea Consulta. He asks for the shorter way o get o
the Basilica of Saint Mary Major and runs (o take
refuge there 1o put in the hands of the Lady the
gt he holds deep in his heart: his consecration
to the Passion of Jesus, (e essential core of the
family outlined in the Rule that the Pope was not
able to see. In front of the image of our Lady loved
by Romans in the Borghese Chapel, Paul made a
private vow 1o join his life 1o the Passion of esus
and o keep alive its memory in the Church, along
with the brothers that God woulkd send 1o hine She
who has intervened on other occasions o light
the path, now contirmed that road and offers. w-
gether with intimate communion and consolation,
the certainty that would rule his life. In the histo-
ry of the Passionists this is the founding moment
like the Lent of Castellazzo. Everything else is the
frame, this = the painting. Instead of making him
give up the Roman defeal became the point of no
turning back on the rosd

Probably it was between September Z3rd and 25th
of 1721 In patnician and papal Rome another day
dawns in the baginning of Fall perhaps the best
persad of the year. Watching from the Esquiline hill
towards the Tiber and the dome of St. Peter’s, the
city looks stunning with its churches, monuments
and villas all over the hills. Paul passes through
the city while he walks 10 the house of the Trinita
dei Pellegring, next o Ponte Sisto, where he stays
before going back, very eardy in the morning, he
goes 1o Civitaveochia, this tme navigating on the
Tiber. He walked anonyvmously among the people,
unknown, rejected. but he is someone. One day the
Popes, the Curia and Rome itsell will look for him.
He has accomplshed more than what he expect-
ol The certainty that this will never end. In fact,
he writes immediately 1o his brother John Baptist
o let him know that he will go o the end of the
world, if necessary, to carry out his project.



hat the members of the Chapter had oc-
r seats, the members of the Jubilee Com-
W(Pr. Ciro, Pr. Gary. Fr. Anton, Pr. Vital, Fr. juan
pcarves with the logo JUBILAEME 10

. 0

nd motivase the brothers In this new

hat entadis the celebration of a centenary.

mdummu

h -
I boﬂob@du

started talking about the M!r.mmnlhad
entrusted to the Commiasion and about the meet-
ings that were held to prepare what was going to be

presented.

sent the Logo, Hymns and Prayers to the Comuds-
sion were appreciated As for the Logo, the 6 finalists
and the one chosen were announced The Hymns
also were disciosed that it had been dif-
ficult to choose only one and therefore five were se-
lected with the following nomenciature: Pop hymn,
Hturgical hymn, song, march and video. As for the
prayers recetved, both fir vocations and for the ju-
bilee, all have been edited fur everyone's use.

The presentation of the Icon and the relic of St Paul
of the Cross, caused an Oocohhl in the assembly

Whmwm
a prayer in three languages to pray with the lcon
were presented Each Capitular received a amall
replica of the Icon.

:mu‘mwmmmdmmmu-
Rt contained all the items of the

tion as well as the first Bum
intention and plan of the Comundssion is to publish
three Bulleting peryear. For this the Capit-
ulars were asked to encourage all religious and Pas-
slonist Laity to and select news ftems and
to send them to the designated address.

Fr. Vital asmounced the international events meet-
ing of the Paasionist youth, of Passianist formators,
these two without specific dates yet, and the THE-
OLOGICAL CONGRESS,

Gloria Crucis of the Lateran

lowing theme: “The wisdom of the Cross In & piu-
ralistic world”, from September 21 10 24, 2021 In ad-
dition, & meeting of the Passionist bishope will be

Other members of the Cormmndasion presented the
docu-fiction sbout our Founder, the institution-
amammmhmm
etc. The first part of the

with an overall study

After the break. the met in and
they prepared a text to bring to the hall text
contained responses to two questions— What are
you willing to do in your comununity to prepare for
the Passionist jubfles? And: Do you have any sug-
gestions for the Corundssion?

Once the round of shared responses was over, there
was a question and answer period The assembly
concinded with a champagne toast and the moasic
of the Jubiles song 300 years” by Francisco Chages.
Congratulations!
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sirengih and genteness: He shoooame=, is cooming and silll comee, i is
Hiz s mvanalesis and gives Timss ] i us. Fufthermnons, it is He whdo

empamvers us and who asks o reoeive his Being whao is proplhet, a (asseon
ate and rasdeant wilness of s oyve for hunansty.

Gl:ul is prophecy. He reveals himeell as compassionate amd mencaful

Amos Hosea, il aed fervmiakh; hefore them Abcabamm amd SMoses anid
athers scknmvledged that God touchesd their lives. They proclaimed and
wen inspamed, they engosed, and they saferwl they denownced and exhort

o Troan the “paesann of Gaod that Bormsed within them. Amos is otally jus

Ll im sadyingg swhial God did oo hime Hosea makes of his like a sacrament of
Uhex Terrothiaal relationshap ol Vahowelh with his people. agsh ek mow kedged
Thast e wias a man of unclean lips He Knodws thal T was empuosssened G
e prsent and 10 sl eeremiah mecognezed that b was seduoed By his
Gl ] defeated by the bonds of love Thos, prophecy’ and being prophsets
OO inio Do - (e Passion of God Tor haomansty, and Ris loving peaject
off Fatherhaonsd and Fraternity. Thermelore the Prophaet ogeens hasizons io the
future of God, dérmdunces pain and injusisee, swakens hope while nore

TESUS 15 THE PROPH ECY OF G s HISTORY. WE
HAYVE BEES GIVES AND REVEALED EVERY THIN(E
I Hist His PASSION 1S THE REALIZATION OF THE
FATHER'S PASSHS OFFERED TO HUMANITY 1™
THE GIFT OF THE SPIRIT. IN THE ESSE%CE OF HIS
BEICG THE FATHER HAS EXSTABLISHED HIS KMo
DO FOR HUSAOSITY. HIS TS, S LN
ANy HIS FEELIMG. HIS BEDMG ENMCASATES FROI

THE WILL ©F THE FarpiER. HE DviNGe MAKES
AN OFFERISG OF THE RENES (F G THAT s

M RED INTO HUMANITY AT EASTER. IN HIS

ishing patsemt and oonfident waiting
Her enogurages in stroggles amd com
fores sith st ressdds the present with a
bt dwelling in thee funwme of Gosd and
e izes i e past the permoanent
Ficldary thst alwais opens hdacizons, the
actiom of thwe Cinee that Supgwerts victims
I claiming far them resurmection., the
O thaat Ismars all vearmings and e
sires. Paul of the Cross is prophet and
prophecy becaese Gad, in the death
and Resurmection ol his Son masde him

ic Wiy i his Passion for humanaty, In
Tim personal grsee amd shamyd charism beeak lorh as a gilt of pticuakar
inmnersain in e inlimie sea of e and genemsity that is the Passion of
the Lol Aa least sinoe the metressl m Castiellazan he communicales b us
havo T @i perse niced the Fassion of the Lomd in the depths of his innermnoss
heand. I wis immedistedy pesoeivabie and throughout his life he yoamed
T b conswmusd in that Bee of lowve ard pain, 10 be imnmeersed in thal mevesal
irng anud Saving evenl. Froom thes propihesce 2eal sprandgs wilh irmepinessille
wrgency he call o corversaon, lesding 1o comemplation and ol sel-ol
fering v thee Crwcifid Gaoxd. This amdor aitracts other companions 1o whom
Thee Lo odfers thee same geltl ol sharing i passsonale e These bmsthers
darhemad by the samee charism, ane eanpowerisd as s’ prophets wiho ogen
The haoriizom of hammanaty 1o the Passaon of God In thesae progibets dwell the
Spirit who proclaims and denomindes and open horizons [mom e Passson

of Chirist that is proborged in the passion of mankmed. The Spa fulfills his
Passcner v inaakingg huirnean history life-givendg, always mmaking the Resgn of

Gl Tertile by humble and generous sell-offering opening 8 10 the fcun
dsty that excedxds us, Thesg prophets ame witnesses insersd in the Paschal
evenls oF Chrst present in lisior

Prophecy springs fmom the Passaon ol lesas Chrst that s ponened inlo owre
hesarts, making it it andy inhabeied by in, Bat dwelling withan ik The dynea
miEan of the Sparit continually brings us Tooan the “Passaon in owr hsars" W
Cenlering our “heans in e Passion”. The propiese damension of owr Pas
saoEsd Lafe and Proplhetic oissaon Dows amnd re-ias Tooen ths dynamisme



“The Passionists’ prophetic mission
then is making berths in marsh-

an | lands. St Pauls Maremma have

| come o stand for people and plac-
1 esin the periphenes where no one
dares 10 go, especially where sul-
fering renders God as seemingly
absent. As Fr. Jesus Maria Arstin
notes, “We cannot think of fJesus’
cross and forget about the crosses
around the world”™ A quick survey
of Passionist mssionary prosenoe
around the world reveals three
. ntl_ﬁe marks of prophecy: mak
Is | le handily  present, infec-

0
/4
“h e

tousness of God’s love. and inge-
nuity for more missionary paths.

Passsonsts strive to ket God's love
comes handy. In Haiti, Fr. Rick Fre-
chette keeps a midwife it next to
his door and surrounds his bexd
with clamps and surgical gloves
ready for emergency calls. In Pap-
ua New Guinea, Bra lim Coucher
and fellow Passionises bailt pro-
gressive caring shelter for the
disabled Fr. Kieran Creagh and
our Passionist brothers in South
Alrica deliver palBative and res-
intervention o HIVAIDS and
ther terminally il patients. Fr.
Rey Ondap rescues Filipino fish-
ermen arresterd in Indonesia e
cause of illegal documents provid-
i : Mnmmnum
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POOr peasants 5"-_",_','
fect others in championing justice | all ¢
for indigenous peoples in the Pe-
ruvian Amazon. Ofentimes, a sad
prize awaits those fighting against
injustice in South America. Asia, |
mmammq A
for the oppressed.

Indewd, Passionists do not stog
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A chariam is like an arrow of love that the Spirit
dhoots into the heart of a person. It enflames and
burns, it communicates energy to overcame dif-
ficulties and to realize projects that are humanly
impossible. It also inflicts pain and causes

and arcieties that seem like death.
Risthe of the seed that dies 10 bear fruit.
however, this seed is not that of plants but the kv-
ing person. It is the Cructfied: it s each one of us, it
was Paul Danel —of the Croga. The chariam of the
Passion of Jesus was clear from the beginning, but
the historical realization required attemnpts, adapta-
tions and tribulations that lasted Paul's entire Hft-
time and, therefbre, the biography of & Founder is
the biography of his charism.

:ummmmw
numerous during years, can be called
charismatic because the charism wes the
driving force of all his tritiatives. The first venture,
widch took place from the end of August to Novem-
ber 28, 1722, presents at least three circles of charis-
matic comsolidation. The fallure of the desired pa-
pal approval turns into the victary of the Vow of the
Passion. On the return voyage from Rome to Genoa,
the exploratory stint on Monte inspires
im to make the decision to go back there to implant
anew life form. The vicissitudes of the comings and
goings and the bustie of the Agro Romano [Roman

and the Maremuma Toscana [Tuscan

with the misadventures of encounters




village of Portercole and John Baptist in the village
of Sando Stefans. From the very cutset the charism
imposed it apostalic dimension, not only monkstic.
They could cultivate aress of land, somwething

sible and useful or restore the urh
chapel, which is A found charis-
matic only the of the
Croctfied The verture was so successful that the
hishop and his clergy considered engaging the two
hermits in the pastoral activity of the dincese.

However, the valoe of success landed on deaf e,
Pl Histenied to the bishop of Gaete, Carlo Pignatelll,
who invited Padil to mveat with him, "You will find &
suitable for your vooution and you will be able
to work for the glory of God and the salvation
ﬂm:lmn;mh.udu bt

WHB LIMCEr-
tain. its had onty been nine months, and the seps-
rathon was but they decided to go and see.
Toward the end of the year the two arrived in Gsets.
The chariam traveled with thewm.

Mmﬂ;hﬂmhﬂnhmw
expanded to inchade new compan-
jons entrusted to Paal by the bishop, based in the

utﬂumnfﬂuummn'lh-
style was stmilar to that on Monte

an apostolate mmmmmw

catechiam in the cathedral and in other churches,
and they were incresaingly sought fior apiritusl &i-
rection. The first yoar Paal even Tatroats
o the ordination wnﬂm
irdtially skeptical, but they Were ston-
iahed. However, although the apostobite flourished,
mmmmmmm
SOmecTe even, aapired 1o be the
ﬂ:m:-:lu bishop sert him problematic subjects

a8 well They were disgruntled due to the commm-
nity Hiftssiyle imposed by Panl, who weas not sure of
hia role. A fiounder has the right to choose the camdi-
dates. Meanwhile he struggled, trying to sustadn the

conmundty; however, he understood that it could
Mk Lot

S tl'n:tl:r mﬂltqnph:ﬂuﬂ
&S set off on WY, In & new

charismatic venture, (o the bishop of the city Trods,
Emilio Giacomo Cevalierl. He trovited Peul to his di-
ocese, perhiape at the suggestion of Pignatell real-
tring that he had not satisfied his aspirations. Cay-
alieri was conaidered to be among the most holy
and learned pastors of his time. He himself lad a
pendtential and contemplative Life, tn harmany with
Paul's own inclinations. He was the right person to
ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂlﬂgﬂﬂﬂrﬂﬂhﬂtinm
to direct hm on the right path to ghee tnstita-
tonal stracture to his and o offer to the
charizm the possibility of itaelf in the
Chazrch. There would still be & long and hard jour-
my ahead, but at least it would be more secure.

hearmwhile, up to this point, the chartam had tneor-
parated the Charch inko #ts local stroctare, in for
stages: Arborio Gattinars accomparded Paul, the
Good Shepherd, bt not prophetic encugh. He did
mot undenstand e of the foandational
nor did he haore the to sustain
it. Falvio Salvi sensed that Pacl was gifted with the
spirit of & new mission but did not heoe the dme to
guide him a8 he wished Regretfully. he geve him
mmmmmmm
him to his in Gaets, he
Fﬂalhhmqiﬂt.nﬂllmiﬂuﬂn
community that he wanted to fem was “the poar
of Jesus™ This waa the first time this expression was
wsed in any document Carlo Pignatelll Mghly es-
teemaed thae of Pak however, this did mot
fncilitate the creation of the comruanity Paul has in
nmd.mﬂnunﬂu'l lmﬂﬂ
However, no one is able to every
chariem that he encoumnters.




The soonographer, with prayer and Fasting, em
Baarks on an mner journey toward Christand the
sainis The Holy Sparit, so 1o speak, leads him by
the hand and reveals how the saines and God
must e represented in the jcon In this way,
those who contemplate the icon allow them
selves w be guided by a spiritual dynamic that
hedps them 1o penetrate arcas that are hidden
to the simple eye. Even the Greek iconographer,
Loukas Seroglow, who was entrusted with

the execution of the icon of the Jubdlee of the |

/
{
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J00th Anniversary of the Passionist Congre- '

gatson, allowed himsell to be inspired by this
dy naamic. |

The soon was designed in the shape of a |
triptyeh, a form tradstionally reserved for
sacred art. and which contains an image
of the mystery of the divine Tranity.

In the conder in the main space, the last
station of the Passson of Christ is pre-
sented-—Jesus” death on the cross. Al the |
foot of the Cross s Mary. the Mother of |
jesus, and St Paul of the Cross. Mary |
stands with her anmns rased, arms that
want to canbrace her son, but that do not |
seem 1o reach Hime She is there until the

‘
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very end. Mary allows herself to be led without
resistance by God's will and plan. Her hands re

veal an andescribable pain. In one hand he has
the cloth resady 1o dean the face of her dead Son
at the moment of his deposation from the Cross.
In place of john, the eloved disaple, is the
Founder of the Passionists, SE Paul of the Cross.
His pose expresses sadness, hwlplessness and a
great devotion 1o God's will. The scon is dedicat

ed 1o ham. He places his right hand on his heart,
the place where the Passionist Habit bears the
svinbol ol crucalied kove

Above, there are two images under the cross,
under the extended arms of Chinst-- two angels.
ey lament and weep before the Passson ol the
Son of God Chiist's head is inclined toward one
side and his arms extend unequally. It secms
that, even at the moment of death, there is an
inner dsalogue with his Mother. as if He wanted
to console her: The trunk of the cross penetrates
into the ground mio the underwordd, where Sa

Lan, the ancient serpent, awailts the moment of
his defeat.

Above the cross is the syinbaol of the Passsonests,
surrownded by the hand of God, which blesses,
and the symbals of creaon and recreation- - e
sun and the moon, the angel of lfieal odgment




and water as the current of the life of the Holy
Spirit, represented in the Torm ol a dove
The two saints and Blessads located in the
doors are under the shadow of the angels
who bear the instruments of the Passson off
B Christ- - the resxd of hwssop and the spear
‘ svinbals of Christ’s tharst for the soul of
4 man and the opening of hies pieroed heart
. which thus becomes the ongin of the sac
raments of the Church

Omn the Jeft is Saint Gemma the great mystgue
of the love of the Cross, who represents the en
tire fernale component of the Passsonest Congre
gation, and Blessed 1sidore, with a heart wournxd
ed by love. On the right, St Gabriel Possents with
the skull syimbaol of the mortality of a human kfe
withowt God and the Ighted candle, syimbaliz
ing the relativity of every human dispate. Be
neath him is Blessed Dominic Barberi with an
open book and two pens. God speaks through
the heart and through the intellkct. The great
er Chrest’s love, e deeper the penetration
and understanding of the Serptures. On
one side of the abke is the hourglass, as
an appeal o constant vigdanoe: “Watch
therefore, ecause you know neither
the day nor the tme when the Son of
Man will come”
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hope

Man's great, true hope which
holds firm in spite of all
disappointments can only be
God God who has loved us
and who continues to love

us “to the end.” until all is
accomplished” ef. jn 13:1 and
19:300 Spe Salvi 27, Benodier XVL




I know the plans I have
inmind for you... plans
for peace. not disaster.,
a future full of hope for
you’ (Jer. 29:11).

Christian
/ ll()])@ a light

for action

Fr. Joachim Rego cp [General Superior]




piness which has been placed inour hearts by God. Hope takes

up the human desire for happiness and purifies and shapes that
desire towards God The virtue of Christian hope, then, directs our
minds and hearts to God. As such, 8 world without God is a8 world
without hopse

f I 1he virtue of hope responds to the deepest human desire for hap

I his beautiful encyclical on Hope, "Spe Salvi” (Saved by Hope), Pope
Benedict XV1's opening claim is that “a distnguishing mark of Chrs

ricens is the foct thor they hove a futere” Thiey do niot know the details
of that future. but they know that “their life will not end in empriness.”

I the Scriptures, hope is the virtue that keeps us from discourage

ment in the face of life's anxieties and challenges. Hope re-directs our
tired. troubled hearts towards God. opening our hearts in expectation
of eternal happiness with God. In the NT. the virtue of hope is linked
to the hife. death and resurrection of Jesus Chrisi. Those who place
their trust in the saving power of Jesus’ life. death and resurrection,
are filled with renewed hope which comes from the Father. The virtue
of hope is al=o linked to faith. In the Letter to the Hebrews we read: “_
foith is the realization of what is

hnlrjp.!‘]' Iﬁj;r and evidence of rhinﬂ:{ (UR FAITH DEEFENS WHEN WE PLACE OUR
i seen” (Heh 2L HOPE [ (ROrD: ANDOLU R HOPE 15 STRESOTH
EMNED adxD FULFILLED WHEN WE SEE THE
Christian hope is very realistic. [t WORLD ARODUND US WITH THE EVES OF
i5 built on the realization of our AITH. HOPE 15 ALSO LINKED TO A PEACE
weakness, the limitations of hu FUL O FIDESCE. AN ENDURING PATIENCE,
man nature. the manv difficul A DEEP SEATED CONVICTION WHICH 15 THE
ties of human life, and the ahso FLSAMESNTAL ATTITUDRE OF A CHRISTLAN.

lute necessity of God's grace. The

Christian’s hope is not in himself’herself, but in Jesus Chrst. Chris
tian hope is not a wish or a feeling: it is a rock-solid certainty, a guar
antee, an anchor - “the hope set before us_a sure and steadfast anchor
af the =oul” (Heb. &:18-19).

As Passionists - people on mission - we must reflect a hopetul spiri

uality, ie. a spintuality trusting in God's help: "Unless the Lord builds

the house 1ts bullders labour in vain™_a spirituality hoping in the One —I—
who made the promise. Such hope is beyond rationality; it allows us

to take steps beyond what is purely secure and reliable, trusting only

in the One whao calls us. The foundation stone of a spirituality of hope

is surrender.

A spirituality of hope and trust lived to the full is a witness that the
Gospel 15 Good News, and that Jesus is not a moral reformer of hua
manity but a manifestation of the unlimited and boundless love of
God. (" The Passion is the greatest and most overwhelming work of God's
Iove™ - Paul of the Cross).

A spirituality of hope is a conviction that in any human situation
there is a profound thirst for truth, justice and brotherhood. and that
at the foundation of all, there is & genuine thirst for God. This means
that we, ministers. must be above all individuals of deep living faith.
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“A first essential setting for
learning hope is praver. When
no one listens to me any more
God still listens to me. When |
can no longer talk to anyvone o
call upon anyone. I can always
talk to God. When there is no
longer anyone to help me deal
with a need or expectation

that goes beyond the human
(‘[1,'}(1('!'(_\ ."('J," /.'!'."!.'f L /.‘4“ Carn /H‘!"{'
me. When I have been plunged
into complete solitude ...
prayv I am never totally alone”

. " ]
52110
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Spe Salvi, n. 32
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Jesus did not ask us to be ‘successful’; he asked us to be fruitful’
Christianity does not promise success. In fact, Jesus only promised
his disciples that the cup he drank of, we would drink. He promised
us the Cross: “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him/her take
up their cross every day and follow me.” So, | guess, if we are to meas
ure ourselves. it should be on how we have shared in Jesus' Cross
On the other hand, if we trade true hope for a secular optimism, the
Cross of Chnst will become a stumbling block for us

There 1s an important distinction between the virtue of Chrnstian
hope and optimism. Hope encompasses more than wishful thinking
It must be solidly rooted in reality. Hope remains steadfast even when
things are not going well. Hope drives us to action, even in the dark
est times. Hopx does not dwell on

the moment. but clinas to God's POPE ST, JOHUN PAULL I EXPRESSED IT LIKE
promise of a better future Hope THIS: “THE BASICATTITUDE OF HOPE. ON THE
is rooted in a blessed future ONE HAND ENCOURAGES THE CHRISTIAN NOT
promised by God, secured by Je 1O LOSE SMIHT OF THE FINAL OOAL WHICH
sus’ sacrifice on the cross, quar GIVES MEANING AND VALLE TO LIFE, AND ON
anteed bv lesus resurrection THE OTHER. OFFERS SOLID AND PROFOLND
and sealed by the gift of the Holv REASONS FOR A DAILY COMMITMENT 10O

Spirit. Hope allows us to remem TRANSFORM REALITY IN ORDER 10O MAKE 11
ber that no good deed is done in CORRESPOND TO GOD'S PLAN.”

vain, rather our efforts will bear

eternal fruit. The theologian Jurgen Moltmann has said it well: “Gen

| N

ine hope 1s not blind optimism. It 1s hope with open eves, which sees

the suflering and vet believes in the future.”
The virtue of hope is a call to action; it impels us to get to work rather
than simplyv to hope in a shallow and passive manner. When Jesus
teaches us to pray in the Our Father” “thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven”. when he says that “the kingdom of heaven is at hand”, he
1s inviting us to join with God, in partnership, to make God's dream
for our world come true. The virtue of hope demands human effort
We must work as if it all depends on us and hope as if it all depends
upon God

As we commemorate our Congregation’s 300 vears of foundation in
a historical moment which presents great challenges for the church
and religious life, we must re-find hope. Without true hope, we will
not feel energized; we will not feel excitingly alive; we will lack ener
gy and a compelling vision.

When we re-find true Christian hope, when we expernience the pow
erful presence and work of God all around and in us, we will become
alive with the Spirit, we will bring life to others and be generators of
life in its many forms, and we will be united in a joy that is attractive
and convinecing.




"It should
have been

Fr. Gabriele Cingolani c¢p
(MAPRAES)

the first o

orn

When a charism seeks a place in institutions it en
counters contrasts and failures, because it is a di

vine inspiration sent to fit into human limitations

characterized by sin. It is analogous and associat
ed with the incarnation of the Word and with the
work of the Church, a human community divinely
instituted.

After searching for vears for a starting point in
varwous dioceses of ltaly, Paolo Danei experienced
the turning point that put him in the right direc

tion. On the advice of Bishop Cavalieri of Troia, he
went back to Rome where he met the people who
would support him to the end. When he visited St.
Peter’s Basilica in March of the Holy Year 1725, he
attracted the attention of a voung bishop who. in

trigued by his attire and devotion, struck up a con

versation with him. Paul intrigued him with the
story of his experience and his project, for which
he sought the approval of the Pope. but he duxd not
know how to proceed. The interlocutor 1s Marcello
Crescenzi who. at that moment, was not powerful
enough to contact the pontiff. However, he was a
friend of a cardinal, Marcello Corradini, who could
do so. Both were enthusiastic about the inspira

tion of this hermit who was infused with love for
the Crucified and would hkc- to set Christians on
fire. That said, on May 21, . Paul was present

&d and recommended to lﬂ n(dut XIIL. He spoke
to him of his desire to gather companions to med

itate and preach the Passion of Chnst. The Pope
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was impressed with the fervor of this pilgrim. He
blessed him and “orally” approved his project. Paul
happily proceeded without worrying about docu-
mentation.

There followed two more vears of restless zigzags
in places that were already familiar to him and also
with some unexpected variations. With the blessing
of Bishop Pignatelli, the Danei brothers renewed
their attempt to establish themselves in Gaeta,
where they resided in the Shrine of Our Lady of Civ-
ita. There they resisted the call of Bishop Cavalieni
whowould have liked them to make their foundation
in his city of Troia. To settle themselves more defini-
tively in Rome. they very successfully ministered on
several occasions in the pious work of caring for the
sick poor founded by Cardinal Corradini It is here
that they were ordained priests as everyone had
advised them to do. The Passionist charism moved
among those crucified by disease, but it did not stop
there. At the beginning of 1728, the two brothers left
everyvthing and returned to Monte Argentario never
to leave there again. The mountain won once again.
Paolo was 34 vears old. full of energy and now also
with experience and perspective. Since he now was
a priest and had papal approval and good Roman
curial support, it would be easier for him to gather
companions. Finding the hermitage of the Annun-
ciation occupied. they moved on to the adjacent one
of St Anthony. Between 1730 and 1733 they found
themselves with 7-8 companions; however, by the
end of the vear the group dispersed. Paul spoke of
“weeds sown in the field”, but it was also a matter of
a lifestyle that was too severe. ‘more celestial than
human. more to admire than to imitate”,

Meanwhile. the new Bishop of Soana and Pitigliano,
Cristoforo Palmiert. offered the Danei brothers his
full support. Not only did he grant them faculties
for ministry, but he paved the way for the kind of
missions they wanted to elaborate. Thanks to the
Roman support. he designated them as apostolic
missionaries throughout the country. Thus. in the
institutional Church, the Passionists were born
first as missionaries rather than as religious. Paul
was first a preacher and then a Founder. The first
Passionist mission. which took place in Talamone,
Orbetello in 1730, was an overwhelming success.

At the end of that year Paul embarked on the ad
venture of building the first house for the compan-
ions to be gathered. It took seven attempts. but it
had to proceed. Strange ecclesiastical bureaucra-
cy placed the territory of Monte Argentario under

the jurisdiction of the Roman cardinal of The Three
Fountains. Lorenzo Altieri, which created innu
merable difficulties for licensing and inspections.
In addition, the opposing factions of the cities of
Portercole and Orbetello teamed up to tear down
the building still under construction; however,
they had to contend with the counter offensive of
Saint Michael the Archangel.

Although the first stone was laid in 1733, the work
had to be suspended because of the war between
Spain and Austria vying for the State of the Presidi-
o0s of Tuscany to which Monte Argentario belongec.
The Spaniards won. but both generals asked Paul
for spiritual assistance for their soldiers. For over
a year he became evervone's military chaplain, of
ten risking his life helping the wounded and dying
amidst the whistle of bullets and the explosion of
bombs. The Passionist charism was right beside the
crucified of wars. The first home of the Passionists,
the retreat of the Presentation, was opened with
the blessing of the Church on September M, 1737,
the feast of the Exaltation of the Cross.

Now Paul's entire energy was focused on seek
ing approval for the Rule. After it was revised and
adapted according to the instructions of Bishop
Cavalieri, it had to be submitted to the competence
and the scrutiny of the commission chaired by Car-
dinal Altieri, who was now more benevolent with
Paul, who had survived the test of time. However,
he pointed out that they would not be approved
because they were too strict. Additionally, the in-
stitute would need to have at least twelve religious
whereas there were only three. Finally, they could
not claim exemption from episcopal authority. Paul
went to Rome several times to defend his approach.
He even had to defend himself against suspected
Jansenists and secret societies. However, the pow-
erful Cardinal Carlo Rezzonico was joined by oth-
er well- known Roman supporters and finally, the
new Pope Benedict XIV. appointed a commission
to smooth the way. When the Pope saw the Rule
he exclaimed. “This family of the Passion of Jesus
Christ should have been the first to be born in the
Church, whereas it arrives as the last”™ On May 15,
1741, he signed the rescript of approval. It did not
vet have solemn status, but it was an essential step.
Paul was forty-seven years old. It took more than
20 vears for him to reach land. There were experi-
ences of death, but also of resurrection. On June 11,
five priests and a brother professed vows, taking
new religious names. Paul is no longer “Danei”,
but “of the Cross.”
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Passionist hope

Fr. Rafael Vivanco ep

IONIST 1

Him, a8 missionary disciples, wit-
nesses of his love, in order to bring
the Good News of the Passion to
the many “Calvaries” and existen-
tial peripheries of our time.

Be bold in living and proclaiming
the Passion of jesus to counter-
act the obliviousness of the re-
ality that God exists today in the
Church and in the world

Be a human and simple Com-
in mutual lstening,

.

ing

the cry of the poor and the vul-
nerable-- migrants, refugees, the
wounded earth.

HILEE YEAR 2020 NO4

Be a multicultural

opening ourselves to
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Evaluate the current structures in

power of the Holy Spirit will fill us
with his gifts in order to see our
hopes realized

Iree centuries
of enduring hope

Fr. Francis Owanoh ¢p

ATION BULLETIN

industrialization,
jon, neoliberalism, materialism,
technology.
neo-glavery,
authentic Passionists, prophets
of our time, and witnesses to the
great love of God mandfest in the

What do | expect as
a Passionist from the
third centenary?

]
3

e

etc. We have to be |

LHE PASSIONIST JUBILEE YEAR 2020 NO4

way bright
and hopeful. In the text of the &7th
General Chapter ("ryy dream for the
Congregation

it is a call to become a Karma Yogl
Bhagavat Gita says “Do your best
alwgys, do not be utterly selfish and
have no ega” 1 believe this indeed
is the art of Karma Yoga. The very
heart of a Passionists life is the
memory of this Karma, the action
of selfiess love on the Cross. Our

call to action is a process requiring
the involvement of with

everyone
an attitude of self-sacrificing love. it
isa which demands a lot
of attention, and seeks much more
energy, creativity and unity among
the membera. May the memory of
the passion of Jesus Christ give us
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What's so good about the Jubilee?
Ultimately  whatis aJubilee? It's
good to start thinking about it.

The starting point is Holy Scrip-
ture-- Leviticus 25: 8-17. “You shall
treat this fiftieth year as sacred. You
shall prociaim liberty in the land for
all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubi
lee for you, when each of you shail
refum to your own property. each
&_ywmmaumﬂumly

Essentially involved: the res
titution of land to its original
owners, the remission of debts,
the liberation of slaves and
prisoners and the land left fal
low. All in the name and recogni-

¢ The radical renewal of relations
‘with neighbours and nature;

. #The restoration of justice and

social equality and the establish-

| ment of a kind of solidarity not

only among people but also with
nature;

Offering everyone, even the earth,
a new possibility, the opportunity
for a new

Jesus alludes to the Jubilee and
re interprets it when in the syn

agogue of Nazareth, he applies
to himself the passage of Isaiah
(Is GL:1 2), which he had just pro

claimed: “The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed
me to bring ¢ tidings to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty
to captives and recovery of sight to
the Blind, to let the oppressed, go
free. and to proclaim a year acoept-
able to the Lord.” (Lk. 4:1819)

“A year acceptable to the Lord.™
- the most beautiful description of
the Christian Jubilee.

Briefly, the Biblical Jubilee was to

be a kind of general purification. in.

order to offer a new beginning, al-
mast an attempt to reproduce
conditions of man’s earthly Para-

THE CHRISTIAN JUBILEE YEAR.,

Started by Pope Boniface VI in
1300 AD. grafted onto the Jewish
one. assumes the Hebrew spirit,

but emphasizes spiritual amnes

ty. ie. the mercey (indulgence) of
God. which renews humanity
through forgiveness. It also pro-
poses some Jubilee actions - pil
grimage and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation  (penitential acts),
crowned by the Eucharistic ban
quet. Ultimately. the Christian
Jubilee is nothing more than a
solemn. extraordinary appeal to
conversion and holiness,

This Jubilee dynamism. renewal,
new beginning, mercy. conver
sion, is well summarized by the
slogan/Jubilee program chosen by
the General Council for the Pas
sionist Jubilee - Renewing our
mission: gratitude, prophecy,
hope. The 47" General Chapter
emphasized that the starting point
of the renewal of the mission is
personal and community renew-
al, which also involves deepening
and re appropriating our charism,
expressing it in creative fidelity
in ways that are most suitable for
new situations.
.

Therefore, the Passionist Jubi
lee is:
@ A special year of grace, of mer
cy and of renewal: @ A vear to ex
press our gratitude to God for the
charism that inspired St. Paul of
the Cross, in order to deepen our
understanding of who we are and
to renew the Memaoria Passionis;
@® A year to give new fruitfulness
to the Passionist charism, to seek
new ways to witness and proclaim
to today’s world that the Passion
of Jesus Christ is the greatest and
most stu work of divine
love: @ A vear to listen to the cry
of the poor. to grow closer to and
in snlxgmy with the crucified of
tnday‘ A to in respect
and care hyeirmglmé Ultimate
Iy: a year of renewal a new be

. a search for new oppor-
tunities for life and relationships
with God. neighbour and nature.
@ Possibly the beginning of a
new Passionist Springtime in the
Church.
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The Jubilee, in synithesis, s 8 “vear
of grace’, an extraordinary ooca
sion and impulse for spiritual con
version and renewal. Historically it
is linked to the plenary indulgence
granted to those who, heving gone
i Confession and received the
Eucharnist, perform the Jubilee acts
(the pilgrimage toone of the Jubilee
sites and the recitation of a prayer
for the intention of the Pope).

EVERY DAY of ihe Jubilee year
in the following locations relabed
to the presence of 5t. Paul of the
Cross: The eity of Owvada, visit
ing the Founder's birthplace; The
minastery of the Presentation
of the EMY, on Monte Argentar
iy the first retreat founded by Se
Paul of the Cross, where e lived
froam 1727 to 1744; The monastery
of SantAngelo of Vetralla 0T,
Foumicled by St Paul, wwhere hie lived
froam 1744 to 1772 The monastery
of Sis. John amd Paal, Roome,
where the Foumnder lived during
thie last two years of his life and
where he died (October 18, IT75)
and where his body resis;

ONE DAY chaosen on Four different
oocasins during the Jubilee vear
in all the monasteries of the Pas
sionists and the Passionist nuns

DNE DAY duning Chapiers, As
semblies and Congresses of the
Congregation, Passwonist Forma
tiam Aeetings, Retreats Preacbwed
in our faclities or preached by
Passionists, as well as at spiritoal,
theological or pastoral formation
meetings organized by the Con
[reCganic.

What do | intend io do personally
i betier appreciate and enhance
the Passionist [ubilee? What do
| suggest we do 85 8 commwni

iy it relebrate the lubilee? What
t | think would be a good way
toy share the Jubiles with the Pas-
sionist Family and the laity?

1LY
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FANMLUARY JUNE 2020
COMNFIGLFATION €0

JESUS CRUCIFIE]D

PROVINCE OF 5T, PAL
OF THE CROSS - PALL

[anuary 1 o 23, 2020
anc June 20 to 2T

i Provineial Assembly)

RO INCE O
HOMLY RSN

CHRLT

BALTIMORE, MDD
[anuary 27

MASHVILLE. TN,
[amusary 25
LOUISYILLE. RY
[anuwary 30-31

PARK RIDGE. ILLINCHS
February 1

SAN ANTOMIOLTX
February 4

HOUSTOMN, TX
February G-9

CITRUS HEIGHTS. CA
February 1216

SIERRA MADRE, A
February 19-23
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY
CRLUC

February 8-19

PRONVINCE OF CHRIST
REL

THE KI™IE

GUADALATARA, JALISCO
February 25-H)

EL FUEBLITCy, QUERETARLD
February 28 to March 2
(UERETARC.

PASSIONIST NUNS

March |

TEQUISOQUIAPAN,
(QUERETARO

March 2-3
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MEXTCOCITY.
INMACULADA CONCEPCTION
March 3-5

CUERNAVACA, MORELDS
March 5-8

FILO DE CABALLG,
GUERRERCH

March &-10

MEXTCOCITY.

SAN JOSE, TLALPAN
March 10-11

MEXTCOCITY.

ESPIRITU SANTO

March 12-15

MEXICOCITY. GENERAL
HOUSE OF THE DAUGHTERS

(3F THE PASSHIN
March 14

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
LA PENA

March 1G-17

LA PAY

March 1£-22

ESTADO DE MEXICO
PROVINCLAL CHAPTER
(RECE)

From May 30 to June G

PFROYISCE (1
GETHSEMANE (GETH )

SAN PALLD, CALVARIO
From March 24 to Aprl 2
COLOMBO, SANTA
TERESINHA DE LLISIEL'X

.".]:lri] 312
ARGENTINA

BUEOS AIRES,
SAMNTA CRUZE
April 13-22

HNOTE: The other communities
o the Provinee will jmn one of
these three

PROVINCE OF EXALTATION
OF THE HOLY CROSS - EXALI

From April 28 to 28 May 20240
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"Gl tidings . a year of the
Lord's grace™ (CT LK 4:18-19),
an overabundance of God's
merey (o rencew you and offer
you a new beginning.



CX po(’tdtu)n__
Fr. Joachim Rego cp [Superior General]

me, the Jubilee is the commemoration of a significant anni-
versary: in this case, the 300th year of the foundation of the Pas-
sionist Congregation. Therefore, like all anniversaries in life, we
remember, we we look back and reflect on the past from
the standpoint of the with a critical view to the future, and,
hopefully, we find reasons to celebrate.

However, while we can justly feel a sense of pride in celebrating this

event, for me, the Jubilee is not about glorifying ourselves
by solely on the Congregations growth and achievements
(also fadlures) over these years, even though we, naturally, acknowl-
edge and appreciate this history and story of our Congregation.




Kather, in a truly humble manner, the Jubilee, for me. is about giving
glory o Gasd wihom we recognize as the Source of our Congregation’s
life and mission, and by whose grace and power we continue (3040 years
after its founding) o respond by our evangelical witness (o bring about
God= kingdom in accordance with the specific mission entrusted o us
by the Church. Therefore. my expectations for the Jubibee are:

Celebrations In gratitude and joy: recounting the blessings of the
Lord - emphasized by liturgical actions in praver and the Eucharist.

We remember, however, that the hlessings of God have been incarmat
e’ in the real lives of people: our holy founder St Paul of the Cross and
the counitless Passionists who have gone before us. Therefore, we wish
i recognize their fidelity and repentance, appreciating with gratitude
their witness and creative fidelity to the charism as we stand on their
shoulders today, learning from their example and response. and look
ingg 1o the future with hope.

A vontinuing diseovery: by making the opportunity to return onee
again to the sources of our Congregation’s foundation - the person
of 5t Paul of the Cross; his response @0 the Spirtt and the signs of the
times: his spirttuality and wachings; the history of the Congregation’s

mission and development. It is
hoped that this will open us to
new discoveries and will despen
and enrich owr understanding of
the charism and its promation as
wie profess o do

Personal and communal re
newal: by seeking God's grace
and responding to God's call to

THE L Te0sG FECIFLE OF GO 15 CAaLLED
TiF LEAVE THEIR CORVFOHRHTS BEHPSED AR
TAKE THE STEF TIMALRINS THE (YTHER: TRY

I8 Ty Gy E A REASCES FORRE HORPE, MO WITH
PREFABHECATEDF AMNSYERS. BUTWITH ISR

NATED AND CONTEXTUALIZEDY ANSWERS, TO
MAKE LNDERSTANDABLE ANID ACCESSIBLE
THE TRUTH THAT, A% CHRISTIANS, MOVES LS
AND MAKES US HAPPY. Tom Fooes Mosan 1o

SameEoil Ladmy S s 1, Manmio, L8 08 Fioi 3020

fodlonw Christ more authentically
within the vocation of the Pas
siomist consecrated lifestyle, The motivation promoted by the Congre
gation during this Jubilee vear i "Renewing our Mission”™ by which is +
presupposed the renewal of ourselves. It is my hope that this time of

Jubilee will give us a new impetus 0 reflect upon and seek the ongoing

change of mind (metanaoia) demanded by the Gospel. As part of our re

newal we seek to ideniify and cultivate the ‘seeds’ which will produce
core values for owr life today: prayer (contemplation, meditation, soli

tude)l community life, solidarity, inclusion, hospitality, dialoges, com
passion option for the poor, hope and reconciliation.

A renewed enthusiasm to be contemplative aposiolic missionar
les: the twin poles of standing at the foot of the Crocifed contemn plat
ing the mystery and keeping memory of the Passion; and the conse
guent gaze and reaching out o the crucified world with compassion
and hope arising from the power God's love for the world exhibited in
the Passion of Jesus. While this is the core mission of every Passion

ist, myv hope s that this Jubilee can truly inspire us with a renewed
missionary cutlook and enthusiasm that responds o the signs of our

times by letting go of our comforts in obedience anid service (o God's
salvifle mission
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The Biblical Jubilee
and the Jubilee of the

('ongga(ion

According to the Gospel of Luke.
Jesus begins his public life with
a visit o the synagogue of his
hometown, Nazareth, where he
reads the well known passage
of 1s.61:1-2; “The Spirit of the Lord
Is upon me.” Luke intentionally
concludes the reading at the mo

ment the prophet announces the
Lords vear of grace. This tells the
reader that the messianic era of
salvation begins with Jesus. Sey

eral commentators point out how
the author of the text of Is. 61 had
in mind all the entites that should
be recipients of grace in the ju

lee vear ordained in Lv. 25: the Iib

eration of slaves, the forgiveness
of debts and the recovery of land
sold out of necessity. In this sens

the “vear of grace” i1s par excel

lence the Jubilee vear.

Liberation and Joy:

The Jubilee in the Bible

Ihe word Jubilee comes from
the Latin term wubilaeus, which
means jov. overflowing jpoy. This
term was used by Saint Jerome
to translate the Hebrew vobel, of
similar pronunciation, but with
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different meaning. Yobel was the
ram horn that sounded at the be-
ginning of certain festivities, es-
pecially at the beginning of the
Jubilee year.

The Jubilee Year is specified in
Lv.25:8-22 and was closely related
to the sabbatical year (Lv. 25:1-7).
However, while it [the sabbatical
vear| was celebrated every seven
vears, the Jubllee shoukd only be
celebrated every 50 vears. Both
were vears of rest for the earth
Addinonally, during the Jubilee
vear, land that was sold was re-
claimed, properties such as rural
[holiday| houses were recovered,
debts were forgiven. and Jewish
slaves were freed.

The Jubilee was avear of liberation
and profound structural transfor

mations, alwavs in favor of the
poor of the land, who had lost land
and homes due to unpaid debts. It
sought to protect the life of a fam

iy [clan] from over-explodtation,
hoarding land and accumulating
wealth. The traditon of the Jubi

lee demanded a rupture in the cu

mulative process and allowed the
earth and people to regain their
freedom. The basic conviction is
that the earth and people belong

to God and no one can appropri-
ate them unlimitedly or unjustly.
The celebration of the Jubilee was
the backdrop against which Je-
sus proclaimed the coming of the
Kingdom of God, a cause he em-
braced with total fidelity.

Liberation and Joy:
of the Congregation for

the Church and the world
The celebration of the Passion
I1st Jubilee invites us to recover
the spirituality of the Biblical Ju-
bilee. The God of the Bible resists
reducing faith to only a ritual di
mension. In hcnrlum. the great
religious festivals recalled and
celebrated the power of God and
his liberating will that intervenes
in our history for the poor, the
indebted, slaves. and all those
crushed and broken by the struc
tures of domination.

In order to return to salvation
history in all its radical novelry
we must confront the evils of this
world with the same prophetic
spirit of Jesus. whose fidelity to
the Father and whose service to
humanity led him to the Cross.
Our Founder accurately said that
Torgerrning the Passion of the Lord
is the cause of all evils”

The celebration of our Jubilee co

incides with the experience of the
harsh consequences of a pan

demic that is most cruelly strik

ing those who have less chance of
access to public health, food and
home security. In such circum

stances, celebratng the Jubilee
demands that we return to our
charismatic sources in order to
use our history as an opportuni

ty for conversion and reaffirma

tion, as a grateful and committed
memory of the vietims of global
disorder and as a source of hope
that is capable of transforming all
that is inhuman in soclety.

In our local communities and
with all those who walk the Pas
slonist pourney, we need 1o absorb
the spirit of the laws and Jubilee
ideals of the people of Israel in or
der to relive them in the concrete
context of our neighborhood. our
parish, soctety and in the world
in which we live. This will be an
opportunity to appreciate what
Pope Benedict XIV said in 1740
this Congregation should have
been the first 1o be founded in the
Church”
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"croked

The will of God is the most difficult subject of
spiritual theology. 1t 15 God himself who commu
nicates through the history and the life of people
on the level of revelation. of the Incarmation, of the
Easter mystery. This will is present in all things. but
it does not coincide with the things that happen
The failure of even holy human progects can be the
fulfillment of God's will This happened to Paul of
the Cross when he saw his dream of having his
community approved as a religious order in the
Church, fade away.

Om Mayw 15, 1741, Benedict XIV officially approved the
Bule of the Passioni=ts. It was a simple approval, fos
a simple association, with simple vows. It was a re

markahbke step: but Paul wanted solemn approval of
hoth the Bule and the Institute. which implied the
prifession of solemn Yows and the title of a reli

gious Order. Paul wanted this not for prestige, but
in order to feel rooted in a more intimate way in
the body of the Churche with a more radical sivle
of poverty, with exemption from episcopal author

ity in internal matters, and with the possibility of
founding a female branch of the family. For Paul
these were essential elements of the orginal inspi

ration. Additionally, according to the doctrinal cur

rents of the time, these elements could create clos

er ties with God and with the Church, which only
the Pope could dispense—and. according to some
not even the Pope! Therefore, he was determined to
comimit himself to this goal with all his might so
that his work would have these characteristics

At the end of 1744, when vocations began to in

erease and. in addition to Monte Argentario, other
retreats were founded, Paul went to Rome 0 aim
fior this goal On December 1, 1744, Pope Benedici
IV appointed a commission of cardinals for the
new approval of the Rule. Two vears of tug-of-war,
that included exhausting discussions, followed.
lhe respected members of the commission, thowgh
friends and allies, found it difficult o validate the
matter of extreme poverty. At least they wanted
that those retreats destined for the formation of
voung religious would have stable possessions. In
Febreary 1746 Paul bounded back to Rome, where
he staved for two months to try to resolve these con

tentious issues. With all his sirength he defended
these principles, admonishing “dire consequenoss”
if they were mitigated. He only obtained a new ap

proval of the Rule with a short papal brief, which
was more solemn than a rescripd. It was signed by
Benedict X1V on April 18, 1746, It was a step forward,
bt nod what Paul wanted. The editors did not vield
either on the matter of solemn vows or on the ap

proval of the Institute as such, because it was still
very miniscule. Through a friend in the Curia he
learned that the Pope was displeased with the in

flexibility of the Commission; but he did not dare to
override it. He would have liked to please Paul. but
he sent him & message stating-- ~A¢ ithe moment, |
cannof do any more than this”

Lpon the death of Benedict XIV (May 3, 1758), his
friend, Paolo Carlo Cardinal Rezzonico, who took
the name Clement X111, was elected Pope. Neadbess
to say. Paul's hopes of realizing his dream were re
kindked. Two weeks before the election. Paul was



already In Rome to offer best wishes to the new
pope, with the ulterior motive of making the official
request for solemn vows. Now among his fellow re

ligious there were figures like Tommaso Struzzieri.
who helped him in legal matters and was already
preparing the proper liturgies for the future reli-
gious order. The Pope accepted the request. How-
ever. the new commission for the new examination
of the situation could only begin its work on Feb-
ruary 24, 1760. because they had to wait for an in-
crease in the number of cardinals appointed by the
Pope in the consistory of September 1759. The com-
mission was composed of competent new experts
in every field of law and theology. Paul remained
hopeful but without illusions. He wrote-- “Things
have been unblocked in Rome. The successful out-
come will be ditficulr for many reasons. May God's
will be done. | feel equally happy with positive as well
as negative resulis”

Beyvond any doubt, the results would be negative.
To prevent any impasse, the Pope suggested that
a petition be signed and submitted by all the Pas-
sionist religious, not only by the supenors. With a
great sense of conviction. the signatures were col-
lected in the communities. On 23 Nove
the committee was convened to issue the fi

cision. Paul waited nervously in the anteroom. J58
was like a new father waiting for news of the bi

However, the event can be interpreted as an exten

ston of the chanism from the Founder to those called
to the same mission. In the light of today’s theology of
charism, we understand that everyone who is called
to the same salvific project becomes jointly responsi-
ble and in part is a co-founder. Those early Passionist
“snipers” contributed in their own way to settling the
charism within the structure of the Church. Paul was
convineed that it was God's will that he put his Insti-
tute on a par with the great religious orders that had
already been founded: however. he later realized that

this was a “stroke of 'ﬂnceu\enmquesm
and approval for SDWM have disappeared and
the new figure of religious, clerics . with simple

votes appeared. Today from the point of view of the

Church there are no significant differences between
the two entities.

of his child. He was summoned twice for clarifica e

ton The extreme austerity of the Rule suggested
that many would not persevere, and the dispensa-
tion from vows would be very complicated The ex
aggerated poverty 1ssue would create problems for
the Church. as well as the Institute. Paul opposed
any change with such passion and shrewdness that
the Cuna members felt somewhat intimsdated and
were inclined 1o please him. However, when the
moment came to verify the result of the referendum
among the religious it appeared that not evervone
signed the document. Some even appealed to the
pope, imploring him not to accept it. Hence the de-
cisive question—Do the religious want to profess
solemn vows? Paul assumed they did Then how do
vou explain these appeals? He “immediarely calmed
down and said he would be content with the simple
vows and that he did not want 1o discuss the marter
any further.”

It was the most dramatic moment ofthb '
ence. It was a stab in the baek by his
he thought he was giving a very

- H
&



The Holy
Founders
applaud

Fr. Max Anselmi ep

I have decided to celebrate the Third Centenary of
the Passionist foundation in the same way that 1 do

Iwmtrymrevwmdmakemm

the Founder himself This event in-

again to study especially the origins and

of the foundation of the Congregation and

the Retreats. Paul of the Cross himself wanted our

history to be written in such a way that it would be

accessible to everyone, especially those of his Con-
gregudon.

In the letter of 15 July 1748 that he wrote to the Bish-
of Terracina (Italy), the Carmelite Bishop Gioac-
Maria Oido, he recalled that in the founda-

tion of the Retreats there were many things that
merited attention; however, “‘most” of the ‘great
things accomplished” still remained “very secret”.
Evidently, Paul wanted us to make known the his-
tory of the foundation of the Congregation because
for him it had great theological value! Therefore,
understanding this path of humble conversion and
that became history,

a greater interior devotion to the spirit of our ori-

gins. It is Panl himself who
in the account of the

highlights
Diary of 28 November 1720. In

this




gregution really so important, as the beseeching of
all the Founders seems to imply: or is it the resuit
of Paul's If all the Founders wanted it,
what will ever become of this work? It is certainly
something unspeakahly magnificent and unprece-
dented. It is up to us to beg to be worthy of it today.

We must do all this while carefully avoiding distort-
ing the facts. There is no place here for pride, as if
the Passionate is to be understood as
the best in the world The esteem that the Found-
ers have and truly express with their intercession
is truly a grace-- it is the urgent need for
the of the Passion for the salvation

and sanctification of humanity that they complete-
ly share with Paul of the Crossi

Being attentive to the history of the Passiondsts is by
no means & waste of time or an empty exercise. The
historical dimension is a matter of essential impor-
tance both for and for and liv-
ing the spirituality of the Founder. It ensures that
the charism of the humbie wisdom of the Crosas will
be lved today in us and through us.

<

“New crea

tivity and
missionary
initiative

P. Dennis Murickanamkuzhivil ep

The Jubiiee year calls on us to be both grateful in
hindsight and judicious in foresight. A trip down
memory lane of a three hundred years long mag-
nificent journey would duly fill our hearts with
mmwhh@omdmmmm
afar-from present to past, one could only be
smundedby&aeuh&quﬁmamﬂot@od‘ogmd
ing hand along those exotic and yet once obscure
pastures.

Looking back into the past makes sense only if it
serves the future. Let this historical juncture reig-
nite in us a spirit of adventure to explore the untra-
versed territories with creative ideas and ingenious
missionary devices, even to the extent of a reinter-
pretation of our message if needed, to make our-
selves mare relevant and intelligible particularty in
the light of contempaorary cultural, environmental,
scientific and technological phenomena.
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The charism of
St. Paul of the
Cross and of the
Passionists: “To
recall to mind”

Aime Tilimbini Kikay, (P

-
ydacum

the founders of congregations are chamsmati

people and their spirituality is distinguished by
their charnsm - the Carmelite, Franciscan, Domin

ican. Passionist charism. Charism, in this context
1S the anointing of a person by the Holy Spirit for a
mission in and for the community.! We can inter

pret the charism of St Paul of the Cross as a medl

tation on and “remembrance” of the Passion of our
Lord Jesus Christ

Oh dearest beloved! He who really loves, wheney
er he remembers Friday, has reasons ro di 10 sS4y
“Friday” 1s to name the day when my God - Made - M
suffered so much for me thar he gave up his life by

n'.'_ln.'u on the hard wood of the ¢

For Christians in general, and especially for
Passtonists, the Passion of Christ and his death 1s
the founding event of our faith. because two points

1 fr. M. Szemmartont
I OGND syl I I
irstualich i Faol ) K
£ Lorging, S oo
rarsom CIPL Roma 19698 padSE: [Preface 1o the first tex

Rule wrtten ar Castod b

e .
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of faith are hased on that event: 1) that Jesus i1s the
Son of God; 2) that his death was for us. "Hence the
value and meaning of the cross: it saves us from

death and definitively reveals 1o us the face of God

and the measure of his love for us Ihe charism
of St Paul of the Cross and of the Passionists 1s
clearly “recalling to mind the Passion of Jesus®. And
what does it mean to “recall to mind Memort
al” 1s the translation of the Greek term anamnesis
avapvnoig), which in turn translates the Hebrew
Zikkaron rgr. In fact, Walter kasper describes the
term very well referring to the “anamnetic con
cept of the Eucharist” and concludes by saying that
the Eucharist's relationship with the event of Christ
and the event of the cross can be described “only
with the bablical category of memaorial (zikkaron:
anamnests; memory), the actualizing memory.”
(Cfr. W. Kasper, Sacramento dellunita. Eucaristia e
Chiesa, Queriniana, Brescla 2004 po 94)°

Actualizing” memory, therefore. it 1s not a mere re

minder of the death of Christ in the past. The words
anamnesis” and “zikkaron®, are 1o be understood
in a dynamic-functional sense. that is the recall
ing of a past fact as binding and which obliges us
to act accordingly. Remembering 1s not a “simple
spiritual or affective act. but a memory that leads
o acton

in the hght of this premise. the cross of Christ of
fers us an important esson about action, and in
this very brief reflection 1 would like 1o share my
intuiton focused on the etfect of the combination
of "unity and reconcuiianon

On the one hand. the search for unity Is found In
the veryv words of Jesus who in his last discourse
to his disciples prays “that they may all be one.” And
he adds, “As yow Father, are in me and [ in youw. that
they also may be in us, thar the worlkd may believe
that you sent me.” (In17:21). Therefore, it 1s a union
which involves a vision, a strategy. and a single
plan of action, avolding dispersion and overcom
ing mistrust

On the other hand, the spirit of reconciliation, un

L Pezant, La luce sulla v, la spirstwalica della pa i
! ubyana di Norwecl mumunt nello Sparito. Meditazione |
Edtoomn Pactine, Milano 1997 p 22
i Mazza, « La liturgla come “andamnests™ una nozions da
PSRN INdoashalia X\ 2 AN d|

A Sormet W), | ! 1 n o, Doctrinan, Pl N
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derstood in the relatonship between brothers and
sisters, is the Christian’s motive for learning to for

give always and unconditionally. Reconciliation
does not derive from reasons of personal gain o1
social coexistence; rather it onginates within the
expenience of faith in which one feels reconciled
with the Father, which in turn becomes the power
for forgiving others

The acton of the Cross in the believer, therefore
can be a sagn of unity and reconcilianon and, In
this sense, the Congregation of the Passion of Je

sus even If divided into vanous provinees, 1s one
family and we are all brothers and sisters because
we share in the same chansm. the one already em

braced by our Founder, St. Paul of the Cross. Jesus
Passion and cross is therefore an appeal to over

come fear of the "other” and of differences through
the acunon of unity and reconctlhiation. Of course
even taday there can be real difficulties in living
with different cultures and traditions. but it is pos

sible 1o overcome thess
and faith in Jesus Christ

ditficulties through uniry

Ihe Apostle Paul, looking at the wall of separation
between pagans and Jews in the temple of Herod
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e ~Chrisi-- is our peace. He who made both
one and oke down the dividing wall of enmitp
(Eph. 2:14)  The demolished wall is not a materi
al wall but the enmity betwesn all peoglos in viesw
of reconciliation in God so that “wow are no longe

stramgers and sojourmers, bl pow are fellow cifizens
with the holy ones and members of the howsehold
of God ™ (Ephe 2:19) Even today, we can make this
exhomation our own in the sense that even iF we
are fromn different provinees, we are all Passionist
hrothers, II|"-|III-.-I| by & -|I|:_1|-.- charism, undersiood
in the sense of ongaing union and reconcilistion.
A Passionist from the provinee of [taly |France and
Porugal] who goes o the Passionisi=s of Africa is
neither a foreigner mor a guesi. but a brother, as
indead was the frst goal of our Founder-- 1o fimd
and create brothers. We need to remembser this!

There are ambiguous and even obscure feelings
of human nature that b AN CHEE frailties imio the
open. Amaong the most common and persistent is
envy, which creates division. However our Founid

er warned us and even showed us a different way

JubuUlacum
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whien he urged us—The other temptations, if
ane s faithful v combating them, also do a great
good; they humble us they teach us, they purify
us like gold in fire. Be very humble, but with thai
(Nt |||||:|I_II_'. o the heart that makes ihe soul a
friemd 1o one's self-contempt and submission o
all™ We must be faithful and therefore remembser
these treasures that we have inherited. The cross
aof Christ alse offers us a lesson i true love thai
goes beyvond simple tolerance “hecause - i is on
the Cross of the beloved Good thae the true love of
e 15 exerctsed.” (Letters 1, 49010

The testimony of the Apostle Paul to the differem
primitive communities invited them o consider
a life consisieni with the faith they professed, in
brotherhood, &= a characteristic of Christian Life:
“Here there i3 ot Greek and few! clireumeision and
uncircumctsion, barkarian Slig U RIARp sive frnee
bt Christ = all and in all."(Col XD Furthermare, he
repeais the same teaching to the community of the
Galatians: “There 5 neither lew nor Greek, there is
neirther siove ma | e eS0T, there is ol male amad
female: for you are afl one in Chrisr feses " (Gal 3228)
lherefore, this invitation represents a sirong e
minder of the need acoording to which we must
all feel that we are one, and this same exhoration
together with the “memary”™ of the treasures of
aur Founder, imvite = in the comtext of union and
reconciliation o avodd all superiority. separation,
exclusiyity, divisions, discriminaibon and every in
sulas |:|-.-|'.I.||I'._'..

In ower Congregation of the Pas=ion of Jesus, thers
must be no distinction berween different culiures,
hecause Christ is in evervone and everything. |
helieve that motivated by these elements of wnion
and reconciliation with our brothers anid sisters,
we can live in unity and communion Aarmnng oLl

selves, with the Church and in relationship with
the Father.

Gi— Eey poines of ibe sparitusdhicy of Si Faal of che Cross, n. 4
i hetpetwsna passionisie orgindes |[Letters 1, TR, Fronces

Hifes=omi tratie dalle Letcere di S BE0C ssedicl Perchs
Len i e el mel Parmdas di 5. Facobo o della



