






believed were fundamental-- the way of living the en-
closure (professed with a fourth vow and also includ-
ed the absence of a parlor for receiving guests); the 
teaching of Christian doctrine and admitting in the 
enclosure women who wanted to share Passionist life 
for a period of time or for retreat, considering that 
these activities did not violate the enclosure and, in 
addition, allowed them to live the specific Passionist 
vow.  One of those who had this experience of Pas-
sionist life was Magdalena Frescobaldi, foundress of 
the Passionist Sisters of St. Paul of the Cross.

Paul died leaving the Congregation of Nuns he 
founded an Institute of Pontifical Right and its Rule 
approved. It was under the jurisdiction of the bish-
op because they had no solemn vows. However, Paul 
ensured the formation and spirituality of Passionist 
nuns at the XVIII General Chapter— “the Superior 
General, with the approval of the local bishop, shall 
designate a religious from the aforementioned Con-
gregation, among the most suitable, [to visit the mon-
astery] three times a year, for a space of one month at 
a time..."

T HE  RULE AND  CONST I TUT IONS  OF 1979

A few years after the approval of the Rule the 
bishop together with the nuns of the monastery be-
gan to modify it.  Some important adaptations need-
ed to be made to make it conform with the 1917 
Code of Canon Law. Finally, the celebration of the 
Second Vatican Council made it necessary, like oth-
er institutes and religious congregations, to revise and 
update the Rule.

To guide the nuns in this task, the Holy See ap-
pointed the Superior General of the Passionists as 
Delegate. First with Fr. Theodore Foley and then 
with Fr. Paul Boyle, two Commissions worked to car-
ry out this challenging task.  In an Assembly in which 

The nuns study the amendments to their Rule and Constitutions.

27 monasteries participated, the final 
work was completed. The Holy See 
mandated that the Rule of St. Paul of 
the Cross (Part I) remain as an inspira-
tional text to illuminate the new Constitu-
tions (Part II), which were adopted on April 28, 
1979.

T HE  RULE AND  CONST I TUT IONS  OF 2020

Less than four years had passed since the 1979 
approbation of the Rule and the new text was already 
outdated due to the publication of the new Code of 
Canon Law in 1983.

On the other hand, given the difficulties of many 
monasteries, the Holy See intervened and appointed 
a Delegate, who convened a General Assembly of the 
nuns’ monasteries. This Assembly made the decision 
to initiate a process of communion to overcome the 
isolation of monasteries and to apply what the Con-
stitutions stated—“although we have autonomous 
monasteries we are constituted as a single family, 
united in Christ Crucified.”  The “Monastic Con-
gregation” was chosen as the structure of government 
and communion because it was the one that best re-
sponded to the original idea of Paul of the Cross. The 
Holy See approved the Monastic Congregation and 
its statutes on 29 June 2018.

Meanwhile, on 29 June 2016, Pope Francis pro-
mulgated the Apostolic Constitution Vultum Dei 
Quaerere concerning female contemplative life.   Two 
years later the Dicastery emanated the document Cor 
Orans as an application and instruction concerning 
the document. Both documents established a new le-
gal framework for women’s contemplative life.

Canon Law, the Statutes of the Congregation, 
and the guidelines of Vultum Dei Querere and Cor 
Orans were to be introduced in the text of the Con-
stitutions. The work was carried out during the First 
General Chapter of the Nuns (2019).  Last Decem-
ber (2019) together with the modifications and sug-
gestions of the monasteries, the final text was pre-
sented to the Holy See and as indicated, on 12 May 
2020 the Rule and Constitutions received their ap-
proval. It should be noted that the Dicastery made no 
objection or modification to the text presented.

[Historical references are taken from the History of the Congregation 
of the Passion, Fr. Fabio Giorgini, CP., vol. I).]
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PROFESSION OF PERPETUAL VOWS

During the period from 01 April 2020 to 31 July 2020, 8 of our 
Religious professed Final Vows.

SCOR Province of Spain and Latin America,  2 May: Wilmer 
Geraldo Jaramillo.

CRUC Province of USA, 7 June: Nicholas Divine.

EXALT Province of Brazil, 10 July: Bruno Maciel da Silva 
Brito, Gilberto Felipe Corrêa dos Santos, Gabriel Luís de Assis 
Oliveira, Felipe Tubertino dos Santos and Leonardo Luiz da 
Cruz.

SPIR Province of Australia, New Zeland, Papua New Guinea 
and Vietnam, 8 July: Luke Bulley.

PROFESSION OF FIRST VOWS

During the period from 01 April 2020 to 31 July 2020, 
20 Religious professed First Vows.

VULN Vice Province of Germany and Austria, 01 May: 
Antonius Maria Bringmann and Benedikt Maria Eble.

REG Province of Mexico and the Dominican Rep., 4 July: Ivan 
Bonilla, Alexis Yobani Chávez, Anyelo Alberto Santos, Samuel 
Joseph, Milton Manuel Vázquez, Carlos Alberto Lantigua and 
José Andrés García.

REPAC Province of Indonesia, 9 July: Saferinus Pa’o, Yohanes 
Mba Malo Sali, Teodorus Mudis, Deomedes Alex,Yosef Patrisius 
Yotri, Eduardus Vianney Loka, Agustinus Kowe, Selvius Suherli, 
Adus Pinus Dandi, Felix Lawa and Beno Valentino.

DIACONATE ORDINATIONS

During the period from 01 April 2020 to 31 July 2020, 
5 Religious were ordained deacons.

EXALT Province of Brazil, 11 July: Bruno Maciel da Silva Brito, 
Gilberto Felipe Corrêa dos Santos, Gabriel Luís de Assis Oliveira, 
Felipe Tubertino dos Santos and Leonardo Luiz da Cruz.

PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS

During the period from 01 April 2020 to 31 July 2020, 
2 Religious were ordained to the priesthood.

EXALT Province of Brazil, 16 May: Edson Terra da Silva.

MAPRAES Province of Italy, Portugal and France, 11 July: 
Francesco Leonardi.

PROFESSIONS AND ORDINATIONS

Bruno Maciel da Silva Brito, Gilberto Felipe Corrêa dos Santos, 
Gabriel Luís de Assis Oliveira, Felipe Tubertino dos Santos and 

Leonardo Luiz da Cruz.

Antonius Maria Bringmann and 
Benedikt Maria Eble.

Edson Terra da Silva

Ivan Bonilla, Alexis Yobani Chávez, Anyelo Alberto Santos, Samuel Joseph, 
Milton Manuel Vázquez, Carlos Alberto Lantigua and José Andrés García.

Saferinus Pa’o, Yohanes Mba Malo Sali, Teodorus Mudis, Deomedes Alex, Yosef Patrisius Yotri, Eduardus 
Vianney Loka, Agustinus Kowe, Selvius Suherli, Adus Pinus Dandi, Felix Lawa and Beno Valentino.

Francesco Leonardi

Wilmer Geraldo 
Jaramillo

Nicholas Divine

Luke Bulley
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DIE OBDORMIVIT IN DOMINO CONGREGATIO/INSTITUTUM NATA VOTA N.

20/04/2020 Sr. Rosanna del SS. Crocifisso 
(Augusta) Cutolo

Inst. Sororum Passionistarum a
S. Paulo a Cruce (Signa) 09/04/1939 16/09/1958

25/04/2020 Sr. Margaret Mary Sloan Inst. Sororum SS. Crucis et Passionis D.N.I.C.
(N. Ireland) 28/11/1922 04/04/1956

02/05/2020
Sr. Maria Celeste de Nossa 
Senhora do Monte Serrate 

Fernandes Pacheco

Inst. Sororum Passionistarum a S. Paulo 
a Cruce (Signa) 18/10/1928 15/08/1946

07/05/2020
Sr. Maria Rosa di Santa Gemma 

(Mª Teresa) Nicchetti
Inst. Sororum Passionistarum a S. Paulo 

a Cruce (Signa)
06/09/1926 15/08/1945

26/05/2020 Sr. Veronica Wallace Inst. Sororum SS. Crucis et Passionis D.N.I.C. 
(England) 04/05/1921 14/05/1941

29/05/2020 Sr. Maria Costantina di San Paolo 
della Croce (Angelina) Azzolin

Inst. Sororum Passionistarum a S. Paulo 
a Cruce (Signa) 23/09/1932 02/05/1954

03/06/2020 Sr. Maria da Trinidade di S. Marcos 
(Laura) Bannach

Inst. Sororum Passionistarum a S. Paulo 
a Cruce (Signa)

26/10/1932 08/10/1955

12/06/2020 Sr. Barbara Sexton Inst. Sororum SS. Crucis et Passionis D.N.I.C. 
(England) 16/01/1935 23/03/1956

Moniales et Sorores Defunctae

DIE OBDORMIVIT IN DOMINO PROVINCIA NATUS VOTA NUNCUPAVERAT

12/04/2020 Sac. Stanisław Mazur ASSUM 12/10/1946 26/08/1974

20/04/2020 Sac. Fernando Carberry PATR 12/06/1934 22/08/1957

23/04/2020 Sac. Marco Partenza MAPRAES 05/03/1933 15/09/1952

14/05/2020 Sac. Casimiro Pérez Fernández SCOR 05/01/1940 08/09/1957

15/05/2020 Sac. Ludwik Stefański ASSUM 03/05/1941 08/09/1959

26/05/2020 Sac. Leon Goertz SPE 04/01/1939 10/09/1959

06/06/2020 Sac. Silvio Di Leo MAPRAES 17/09/1931 19/10/1950

25/06/2020 Sac. Francisco José Murray GETH 26/12/1955 28/03/1976

11/07/2020 Sac. Antonio Graniero MAPRAES 08/04/1947 28/09/1966

Notitiae Obitus
12 Aprilis 2020 - 11 Iulius 2020
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