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Riverdale Associates Re-covenanting 

On October 26, the Riverdale Associates had their annual re-covenanting service.  This group was the first Passionist 

Associates in the province . 

We sincerely thank Fr. Jim Barry C.P., for keeping this group together. For many years, since the closing of the 

Riverdale Retreat House in 2011, we did not have a Passionist presence.  

Fr. Jim developed this service with Kay Ryan and he brought gifts from the Jamaica Associates. 







Dear Passionist Family, 

None of us can escape news from China. As Passionists, and those associated with the Passionists, everyday headlines 

present the opportunity to remind us of Passionist mission to China from 1921 to 1955. As many of us know, it contin-

ues today.  

Scholars in China, the United States and internationally have come to recognize the value of The Passionist China Col-

lection as an important dimension of the overall Passionist Historical Archives that is located as part of the McHugh 

Special Collections, The University of Scranton Special Collection University of Scranton and Province Pastoral Center at 

Rye Brook, New York. 

This past weekend we Passionists in the Americas celebrated the Feast of St. Paul of the Cross on October 20. I was 

very much aware of this as I was in China. On October 19, 2019 I presented a history paper: "Continuing Understanding 

and Friendship: Historical Background on the Cormac Shanahan Diary, Press Party to Yan’an, 1944." I was honored to 

be invited as a keynote speaker at this China conference : Social Construction and News Communication Culture during 

the Yan'an Period under Multiple Perspectives. The conference was sponsored by the China Journalists Association. 

Shaanxi's Journalist Association and Northwest University, Xi'an China and Institute of Yan'an Spirit and party construc-

tion of Northwest University.  

Yan'an is a famous city as it was the 1935 destination of the Mao Zedong Long March. Passionist missionary to China, 

Father Cormac Shanahan was one of the reporters who got permission to visit Mao in 1944 as part of the Yan'an Press 

Party. The Passionist Historical Archives China Collection has his personal diary of that trip. One photo is me presenting 

my paper on October 19; a second photo is me standing at the famous Lu Xun Academy which began training Yan'an 

Communists in 1937. In 1935 it had been built as a new local Chinese Catholic church.  

Photos shared are me as I present during the conference and at the historic site that once was the Chinese Catholic 

Church. According to the Shanahan diary of 1944, all indications are that he celebrated that last Catholic mass there is 

June 1944. Subsequently, he published an article about this in Sign Magazine, the Passionist publication, 1921-1981. I 

am pleased to share this with you as we continue to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the Passionists. 

May the Passion of Jesus Christ Be Always In Our Hearts 

Passionists in China 

Letter from Rob Carbonneau, C.P. Province Historian 

During the fall semester 2019 Rob Carbonneau is teaching two courses at the University of Scranton:  

An Introduction To Modern China whereby part of the assignment includes students write one paper on archive photos from 

the Passionist China; another paper will focus on an essay that will offer an historical context for China articles published in 

The Sign Magazine .    

A second course is an independent study with a senior who is assigned to assist in the Passionist Historical Archives Collec-

tion located at the University of Scranton. 



Repairing  St. Benedicts Clinic in Honduras 

The great problem in Honduras 

The need for this is, mainly attributed to a drop in public  budgets for health and education as a proportion of overall 

government spending. According to, a recent article in the NYT-article below,  Ismael Zepeda, an economist with 

Fosdeh, a Tegucigalpa research institution, stated that in 2010, the health budget accounted for some 12 or 13 percent 

of the whole government budget. Next year 2020, it will be 6 percent. Dr. Casey told me that even the hospitals don't 

have enough medicine. This is coupled with several missionary organizations withdrawing staff/volunteers from Hondu-

ras  due to concerns for safety. The US Government  in March also announced that they were cutting back aid  that was 

allocated toward strengthening civil society (health/education) and chipping away at the power of gangs and drug car-

tels in Honduras. There is not one single area where you can say the country is doing well,” said Dr. Suyapa Figueroa, 

the president of the Honduran medical association, who said she has watched health services decline over the past 10 

years. 

 

A relief for the people 

Amidst all of this, St. Benedicts continues to serve a catchment area of 80,000 people.  For the most part, the Passion-

ists in liaison with Dr. Casey have been providing medicine and supplies to the clinic. The Passionists also provide fund-

ing toward salaries for the director and security. 



History of the clinic 

The clinic was founded originally by the Passionists,   it functions under the Archdiocese of Tegucigalpa and the Cath-

olic Church of Honduras. The Passionists are still involved, manage US funding, assist with the purchase of medicines 

etc. It is located in Los Pinos which is on the outskirts of Tegucigalpa, the capitol. It was put there because that area 

was one of the poorest  in the city. Los Pinos has a population of about 40,000 but the clinic serves an area of about 

80,000. Many people travel to get there because in the clinic they frequently have services and free medicines that 

the other clinics don’t have. The clinic has gained a reputation over the years as being one of, if not the best, clinic in 

their system because what people can receive there and also that fact that they are treated with respect as human 

beings. The clinic also serves as part of the teaching program of the Medical School in Tegucigalpa. 

AMAZING—What has been accomplished 

        Dental clinic with 3 dentists 

        Medical clinic where they have 3-4 Internal medicine doctors 

        Psychology services (2 psychologists) 

        Psychiatry (1 psychiatrist) 

        Pharmacy where the medicines are free 

        Vaccine program in and through the clinic where they visit families in their houses to give them vaccines 

        Laboratory where they perform simple microbiological tests and simpler routine chemical blood tests 

        Area for providing nebulization treatment for children with asthma 

        Area for assessing potential victims of domestic violence and some group therapy. Some mandated by the courts 

        Social worker 

        Public health to deal with some of the infectious diseases  that have vectors such as mosquitos  

 Services are provided annually. 

        30,000 General Medical patients seen 

        5,000 pregnant woman 

        6,000 children less than 5 years of age are seen 

        1,500 cytologies 

        5,000 visits to then dental clinic for multiple needs 

        7,000 visits for psychological reasons 

 












