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Last week, at a day long retreat to welcome new members to the Reconnect community, 

we focused on ‘seeing’ clearly our great dignity as human persons and acting out of 

that.   One of the young men, reflecting on his own struggles, said that sometimes ‘our 

vision gets a little blurry, and it’s hard see what’s good about us”.   

Powerful words but words that get to the core mission of Reconnect – a community that 

works together to build social enterprise – but more importantly to build ourselves into 

the people we are meant to be. 

Thank you for all your support for the Reconnect Special Campaign.  We have raised over 

$55,000 in our end of year $100,000 match challenge.  This campaign supports our goal of 

finding a permanent home for Reconnect.  We are actively looking at properties and we 

are committed to a long-term future for this critical work.   

We all need a place to help us to see clearly who we really are! If you can join this cam-

paign before years end – please do.  We are all grateful! May we all build a more peaceful 

world this new year! 

 Fr. Jim O’Shea, CP 

Retreat to welcome new members to the Reconnect Community 









PVI 15th Anniversary 
Letter from a former PVI 

 

On the weekend of September 1, 2018, the Passionist Volunteers International celebrated 15 years of service to 

the people of Jamaica and Honduras with a weekend full of events. There were over 25 former volunteers and 

guests from the United States in attendance. Just like the PVI program, the weekend started off in Stony Hill. 

There was a reception at the house of former support team member, Rosie Mahfood. It was a wonderful way to 

remember the beginnings of the program. Three volunteers from the inaugural year were in attendance for the 

weekend. On Saturday, everyone was given the opportunity to visit their former mission sites during the day and 

in the evening was the main event, a jazz concert and dinner at St. John Bosco in Mandeville. This was followed by 

Mass on Sunday at St. Paul of the Cross Cathedral celebrated by Archbishop Emeritus Edgerton Clarke and a 

coffee reception after Mass. The weekend wrapped up with a cookout at the current volunteers’ house on Sunday 

evening. The 15th Anniversary celebration was made possible by months of planning by the Mandeville, Kingston, 

and United States committees.  

 

The 15th Anniversary weekend made me so proud to be a former PVI. I had the chance to spend time with my own 

community, meet volunteers from other years as well as get to know the current volunteers. We were all there 

not only for the program, but also to celebrate Fr. Lucian Clark, C.P., founder of PVI, and Sr. Maureen Kervick, SSJ, 

site supervisor 2010-2018, who both retired this year. They both had a tremendous impact on my year in Jamaica 

and in my life so it was especially meaningful to me to honor them. Their hard work and devotion has made PVI 

into what it is today.  

 

I was lucky because I went back for a week and had time to visit my old sites, spend a day at the beach, and have 

time to relax. In this week, I had another unsuccessful trip to Burger King for a milkshake, enjoyed enough fried 

chicken for the next year, and ate my weight in rice and peas. The only thing missing that was different from my 

year in Jamaica was this time I didn’t have any car problems. On Saturday before the jazz concert, Emma and I 

took the group of mothers we worked with out for lunch. When Emma and I were PVIs, we worked together and 

attended monthly support group meetings with these mothers. At the meetings, they talked about the difficulties 

of having children with disabilities in Jamaica where there is so much stigma around people with disabilities. It is 

gratifying to know that the bond we made with these moms has gone on years after we left PVI and will continue 

for many more years.  

 

PVI has succeeded for the past 15 years because volunteers have built meaningful relationships by “accompanying 

the crucified of today.” It has also left a lasting impact on the volunteers. It is an experience I think about daily and I am 

unbelievably grateful for because it still influences my life. Here’s to another 15 years!   
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