
 

Student Bulletin                                                                                                                                             
We love to celebrate what is happening at ELSPM and also what is happening in the life journeys of our 
past students.  In this edition enjoy meeting our new students (writing unedited) and see what else is 
happening. 

Please keep in contact and any contributions to the Bulletin gratefully accepted.  Don’t forget to send 
current photos, artworks, prayers, reflections articles, etc.  

Hoping for lots of content for an April edition.  Please send to the editor:   marg.hugs95@gmail.com 
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  Almighty God, 

We gather here to study English together.   

It is to preach people the Gospel.   

Pour your Spirit upon us. 

Please light up and guide us  

at the time of this learning. 

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

   Sawako 

 

  

      A New Student’s Prayer at the Beginning of the Year at ELSPM                                                                   
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I write today as you can see that I recently celebrated 50 years as a Passionist Religious. I celebrated with 

my brother Frank who was 60 years a Teacher as a Christian Brother.  

Today as I write we also celebrate 200 years since the first Catholic School began in Australia in Parramatta, 

Sydney. We at ELSPM are one of the places of education that have assisted thousands of people from 

Australia and overseas to have the skills to make a difference in this world. Today there are over 780,000 

students learning in Catholic education with around 98,000 teachers who give their time for others so they 

can learn and make our world a better place. 

Your teachers at ELSPM are people who work hard in preparing their classes and are supported by 

volunteers, so that one day you can educate through the medium of English. It may be through studies, 

through your pastoral work or through your prayer.  

Celebrate that you are privileged to be chosen by your Religious Leaders to learn English and the medium of 

cultures that you experience through your language classes. Who knows where it will take you.  

GOD  KNOWS! 

ELSPM has been going now for nearly 8 years, with close to 200 students who are grateful for the high 

standard of learning English that the ELSPM provides.  

Fr Kevin Hennessy CP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A WONDERFUL LIFE AT ELSPM IN 2021 
 

Our past and present staff, students, Board members, 

volunteers and friends offer our sincere congratulations to 

Fr Kevin on 50 years profession.  Our grateful thanks in 

particular for his vision and leadership as the founder of 

ELSPM – it simply would not be without him. 



 

 

Congratulations  

to the five SVD students who 

made final vows on March 

13th and were ordained to the 

Diaconate on March 14th. All 

five are past students of 

ELSPM from 2016 and 2017.  

In his speech of thanks at the end of  the 

final vows ceremony Marius thanked 

ELSPM for the support in learning English 

to enable them to go on to further 

theological study.  He said                        

‘ELSPM became our second community”.  

Let’s continue to pray for Marius and 

Francois from Madagascar, Hai and Duc 

from Vietnam and Edward from Ghana, as 

they take up their new mission 

appointments. 

 

 

 

 

  

SVD Final Vows and Ordination to Deaconate 

Past students enjoying catching up with each other 

John Qi and Josie in Melbourne                           Rio and Nghieu in Fremantle 



            Nhung 

 

 

Thanks to our dear teachers: 

On behalf of all the students, I would like to express our thanks to the teachers: Mary, Jackie, Robyn, and the 

two Margarets. We don’t know how to express our gratitude fully for what you have done for us. 

Thank you very much for working so hard to make the plan fit for us in this difficult year. This year is so 

special, some of us cannot come to Australia to attend the classes, some have to join online classes from 

China, Indonesia and Vietnam, so we have different time zones, but you tried your best to arrange time, 

timetables and classes that can suit everyone. This has gone so well. 

Thank you for the creative lessons and topics that you gave us in the classes. You had to work twice as hard, 

to convey not only English skills but also be patient and supportive in the way of using technology to study 

because it was the first time we studied on Zoom and sometimes the connection ran out. 

Besides, through this time we learnt a new way to apply technology in daily life and 

to be adaptable in any situation. 

Thank you for always being here to support us. Even though we didn’t present 

physically in the classes, we always received your love and care. We 

appreciated the way you drove from this house to another to give books and 

documents to support our study, even sweet chocolate or small gifts, so we 

didn’t lose any important things from school. 

Dear Ian, We thank you so much for your company, every month or every two 

months we have a chance to talk to you. You always listened to our feelings, 

emotions, difficulties and joys with patience and a generous heart. 

We thank you very much, our dear Michael, even though you are in Sydney, your 

heart is fixed in ELSPM. Thank you for coming to us every Friday to do the Gospel 

sharing. We like very much the way you explained the connection between the first 

reading and the Gospel in the Sunday readings. Your English is very clear and you spoke slowly so that we 

can understand the meaning of the readings and it becomes material for our meditations. 

Some of us will continue to study at ELSPM, but some will have to leave, so this is time to say thanks and 

goodbye to you all. Once again, from our hearts we appreciate your support and companionship. You will be 

always in our hearts and prayers and may God bless you and be with you always.  

 

Congratulations  

             to  

      Graduates 

Semester  2  2020 

 

 

                Peter Zin          John Qi 

 

 

 

Semester 2 2020 Graduation Speech by Sr Nhung FMM on behalf of the students 

 

2020 Graduation Speech by Sr Nhung FMM on behalf of the students 

 



 

 

This is the story about my hometown. (Young JI)                                                                                                                    

My hometown is In-Cheon in South Korea.  

In-Cheon is located in the west side of Korea. 

This city is close to the sea.  

So When I was child, I could visit the sea very often.  

In-Cheon is harbor city. And this city is near the Seoul that South 

Korea’s capital city. 

And also near the China. 

So In-Cheon is developed city in many ways.  

For example, Fashion, Economy, Education, Culture… and so on. 

I was born in Seoul. But my family moved very often.  

So I didn’t have any memories about Seoul.                                                                                                      

But I have been in In-Cheon until before I became 20 years old.                                           

Most of my teenager’s memories or my friends were in In-Cheon.  

Where I lived a village is named Mansudong.                                                                                                                          

Mansudong is apartment town in In-Cheon.                                                                                                                

Where I lived in Mansudong, there is a small mountain behind the town.  So every weekend, my family go 

for a walk to the mountain.I liked to see the town’s scenery with my younger sister on the top of the 

mountain. 

Although village is apartment town, there are many trees.                                

When the season is changed, leaves also changed their color.                                    

So every season is very beautiful, because of the trees.                                                    

My favorite season of town is fall. All town changed yellow.                     

It was very beautiful and it makes me touched.                                                  

And there is a big sea food market near the harbor.                                                                                                                          

It named Sorae Pogue.                                                                                                                                                            

Since when I was child, my father brought us to there once a month.                                                                                                                         

I like it. And also I like smell of the sea, and to feel the wind from the 

shore. 

It has been twenty years after I leaved my home town. 

But I couldn’t forget memories of my hometown. 

                                                          Seraphina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring in Korea – photo courtesy of Seraphina’s dad 

  

Welcome to our new students for 2021 



 

May I introduce myself. My name’s Vi, I’m 31 years old, and I come from 

Gia lai province. My family there are 13 people: my parents and 10 

brothers and sisters and I. I always thanks goodness God granted for me 

a big family, really I love my family, we’re love together. Special my 

parents always take care, love, sacrifice for us and taught us pray with 

Jesus. I feel God live in them. God loved and protect us through them. 

So I grateful them. 

I also Thanks God give me to gave birth in Gialai. Gialai  is my 

hometown. Gialai is the place belong to highland near the centrel of 

Vietnam. The air are flesh and peaceful. There are 2 seasons: dry and rainy 

season, special from  10 month to 12 month the weather is cold. The people very lovely, friendly and 

hostpitaly. The place attract the tourist: Bien Ho (sea lake), Ham Rong mountant, Dong Xanh park, Phu 

Cuong waterful…these place are beautiful and natureral. Other the words there are some the festival attract: 

gongs festival, buffalo stab… 

With me my hometown is the place I was born, grew up. I bring a lot of memories and I received the best 

things there. So that I love there and I proud of my hometown. I pray for the people always enjoy the joys, 

peace and the best things there, so to live as good men or women.  

                                                                                                                                   Thank you. 

                                         *** 

 
    Nga  

I would like to introduce about some things about myself, family, climate, tourist 

attractions or special celebrations.  

I was born and grew up in a family on the countryside of Binh Duong, South 

Vietnam. My family have nine people include my parents, four older brothers, 

two older sisters and me who is youngest sister. Two things I remember most in my 

childhood. Firstly, my family was filled with laughter and happiness. Secondly, I have 

never heard or seen my parents argue like other neighbor’s families. 

 For climate, here has a good climate. It is not too hot or not too cool. It only has two seasons 

sunny and rainy. The sunny season is from January to June and the rainy seasons is from July to December. 

Therefore, It’s very suitable for growing perennial plans such as cashew and rubber trees as well as some fruit trees.  

How about tourist? If you like landscape that are close to nature you can visit some places about ecotourism 

destinations such as Dai Nam, Thuy Chau, Phu An bamboo village or some large golf courses. It is very suitable for 

camping, picnics with friends and family. Specially, during the year there are famous festivals that you cannot ignore 

in the year example Ba Thien mau pagoda, Ong Bon temple, Lai Thieu season ripe fruit,… etc, I have never been to 

this festival before as it is usually on days that are not convenient for me to go it but I also went there to visit. 

I can be proud to say that, this is the best place for me to be born and raised.  

 

. 



         I am Long. I was born in 1988 and I’m 

single. I belong to MSC. I was born into a 

catholic family. My house is in Bao 

Long village, hamlet 11, My Ha 

commune, My Loc district, 

Nam Dinh province. 

 I have finished University 

and  worked as a restaurant 

manager for a year. My family is 

3 brothers, I am the second child. My 

older    brother and younger brother are 

married. I have 4 nephews and 2 nieces. My brother is a driver and my 

younger brother is a worker. My sister-in-law works as a nurse and the other 

sister-in-law is a teacher. My parents are farmers.  

My parish has 5 thousand people and there are 14 churches. Young people 

often work as workers in factories and old people are farmers. I come from Nam Dinh which is a province in 

the North of Vietnam. The people in my hometown are friendly, sociable and pious. The people live to love 

and help each other. There are 4 seasons: spring, summer autumn and winter. It is winter now. This winter is 

colder.  

                                                                  *** 

 

I’m from Japan. I was born in Sasebo city, Nagasaki perfecter. Nagasaki locate in most west of Japan. 

Sasebo is the second biggest city of Nagasaki. And it has a lot of islands. “Kujyukushima”, it is name of 

islands. And it means 99. But actually, it has more than 100 small islands. Kujyukushima is very nice view. 

Especially sunset is very beautiful.  

When I was child my father enjoyed fishing with his friends. He got many fishes. Our children helped my 

mother to cook fishes. Now my younger brother sometimes goes fishing.  

My parent lives in Sasebo. I have five brothers. Two of them take care of my parent. My parent are getting 

old, so I worry about them.  

Japan has four seasons. Now Japan is winter season. Snow is very 

few times in Sasebo.  Once or twice a year.  

About special celebration, “Okunchi” is very famous in 

Nagasaki. It is festival of shrine. Nagasaki city celebrate in 

October. Sasebo city celebrate in November. Many people 

visit to see Okunchi in Nagasaki city.  

I belong to Franciscan Missionaries of Mary. When I 

entered the convent, I left my home town long time ago. 

Now I live in Tokyo. It is very noisy and crowded city in 

Japan. But it is very convince for people. I like countryside. So 

I miss my home town.                                                 Sawako 

                                         *** 

In the next issue we will welcome Doan and welcome back Tuan Anh. 

 



  

 

            Welcoming in the New Year                        

at  ELSPM  home  Donvale  in  January 

 

Current and Ex Student Gatherings in Melbourne 

- always enjoyable! 



 

This year Holy Week coincides with Week 10 of the semester.  Because much of our time is still on Zoom 

the staff at ELSPM thought it would be a good time to stop and reflect on our journey of study as well as 

life.   

This experience will give you the chance to improve your understanding of the events of Holy Week in the 

English language and also share your thoughts in English with the other students of ELSPM.   

For those who would like to make a longer retreat we suggest you begin with Palm Sunday and continue 

through to Easter Sunday.  You will have plenty of material to reflect on and ponder during the days 

following our reflections. 

Those of you in Melbourne are welcome to come into ELSPM each day and make use of the Chapel and the 

gardens to reflect in silence. The facilities of the common room can be used for lunch and sessions will be in 

Classroom 5.  

Each of the three days will begin at 11.30am Melbourne time and the second session will be at 2.30pm 

Melbourne time.  Please talk to your community about the change in time for this week. 

Each session will go for about an hour. 

The retreat will be led by Fr Kevin Hennessy CP and Sr Brigid Murphy CP 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January    February  March 

1
st
    Wen Yuan 3

rd
 Yasinta 10

th
 Ru Sheng 

15
th

  Robyn  8
th

 Ca  16
th

 Vi 

18
th

 Oanh  13
th

  Wei Na 

31
st
  Jackie 

Many happy returns  

Themes 

Monday March 29th – “Called to service” 

11.30am session and 2.30pm session 

Tuesday March 30th – “the Cross”           

11.30am session and 2.30pm session  

Wednesday March 31st – “Moving 

towards Resurrection hope”                                                 

11.30am session and 2.30pm session 

Thursday April 1st – reflection day with no 

input but your teacher will make an 

appointment for a chat about your 

progress at ELSPM 

Friday April 2nd – Good Friday – no 

classes until Monday April 19th. 

 

Holy Week Retreat 

Birthday Congratulations 


