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Dear Brothers and Sisters,   

 

No One is Saved Alone! 

Greetings from Bangalore! Trust that this will find you all keeping well. 

As this year is dedicated to St. Joseph, I want to dedicate this March issue of the PIANO to St. Joseph. Pope 

Francis declared this special year in order to commemorate the 

150th year of the proclamation of St. Joseph as the Patron of the    

Catholic Church by Pope Pius IX. However, as he says in the      

introduction to his Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde, his desire to 

dedicate this year to St. Joseph increased “during the months of 

the pandemic”. In St. Joseph he saw how “our lives are woven together 

and sustained by ordinary people, people often overlooked. People who do not 

appear in newspaper and magazine headlines, or on the latest television show, 

yet in these very days are surely shaping the decisive events of history. Doctors, 

nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning personnel, care givers, 

transport workers, men and women working to provide essential services and 

public safety, volunteers, priests, men and women religious, and so very many 

others. They understood that no one is saved alone”. In light of this 

personal reflection by the Holy Father, let us continue to be   

grateful for the many who have been generous with their time and 

energy to be at the service of those affected by the pandemic with 

a patris corde. With this in mind I would like to present here    

below a reflection by Fr. George Koloth, C.P. ministering in St. 

Joseph’s Parish at Highgate, London on the role of St. Joseph in 

the mystery of Incarnation. Enjoy reading! 

A Dreamer and His Space 

Wonderful writer Elizabeth Gilbert relates a moving experience she had years ago.  She “was on the midtown 

cross-town bus in NYC, in evening rush hour in January, in the sleeting wind and rain. Yeah, it sucked. 

The bus moved at a crawl, and everyone on it seemed depressed. It would've been far faster to walk 

across town, but the weather was too godawful to bear. Everyone was definitely hating their life that day. 

When we reached 10th Ave, the bus driver made a surprising announcement. 

He said, "Ladies and Gentlemen, we are now nearing the Hudson River. I'm going to ask you to do me a 

favour. When you get off the bus, I'm going to hold out my hand. As you walk past me, I want you to 

drop your troubles into the palm of my hand. I'll take your troubles for you, and when I drive past the 

river, I'll throw them in. The reason I want to do this is because you all seem like you've had a bad day, 

and I don't want you taking all your worries and sorrows home to your friends and families now. Because 

they deserve better than that, don't they?  
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So, you just leave your troubles here with me to dispose of, and you all go have a wonderful night, 

OK?" 

The whole bus — the whole grumpy lot of us — broke into laughter. (Some of us, myself included, 

might have even shed a tear or two.) And one by one, as we filed off the bus, we dropped our troubles 

into the palm of this good man's hand, and we stepped off the bus with smiles on our faces. 

I truly believe this was the role that Joseph played in the Incarnation story. He knew his Space! He was 

in command. He took responsibility for the energy that was brought into his space. He made it possible 

with a little help from a dream and an angel. “Take responsibility for the energy that you bring into a 

space.” That is how he became the catalyst of the miracle called Incarnation. Because he did that, God is 

with us. This works that way every time. Whenever we do that, even when it seems irrational, even 

when it seems to be misunderstood, even when it runs contrary to what others believe or say. Whenever 

we do that, we make it possible for God to be once again born into this world in our own time and 

place. Whenever we do that, there is a chance somebody years down the road will tell us… It was      

because of your courage, conviction and faith that God was with us. 

Bros. Binod Kisku & Gnana Devaraj Made their Perpetual Profession at Jeevadhama,     

Bangalore. Congratulations dear Brothers.  
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APRIL 

Birthdays  

Vimal 4 

Shaji 5 

Feast days 

Holy Thurday 01 

Good Friday 02 

Easter 04 

Muthappan 8 

Roy 13 

Jithin 29 

Ordinations 

Johnson 8 

Jiffin 8 

Jose  11 

Antony AV 13 

Benson 15 

Roy 18 

Thomas 18 

Binu 18 

Sugun 21 

Antony C 22 

Shaji 22 

Paul 24 

Biju 24 

Sebastian KX 25 

Paschal 25 

John 25 

Mejo 25 

Einestien 25 

Birthdays 

Dennis 26 

Tomy 27 

Louis 28 

Remembering Fr. Xavier Valiaparambil CP on his first Death Anniversary,      

communities of Bangalore gathered at Carmelaram for the Memorial Eucharistic 

celebration Presided over by Fr. Paul. (above & Left Below) Angamaly community 

joined Palliport parish for the memorial of Fr. Xavier VT (Right Below) 

Parents of Bros. Binod & Devaraj were present to both the ceremonies of 

Perpetual profession and Diaconate Ordination at Bangalore.  
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Kochi community invited Msgr. Peter Chadayangad, Vicar General of the Diocese of Cochin 

and the neighbors of Ashram JXP for the First year memorial Mass in honor of Fr. Xavier 

Valiaparambil CP. (above & below left)  

 

Palm Sunday Celebration at Kochi Community (below left)  

and in the Parish at Palliport (right above & below)  
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Fr. Antony Thomas CP joins the parish of Mt. Carmel Church at Munar,                              

Diocese of Vijayapuram for his ministry (above)  

Bro. Dibi at his convocation ceremony on completing his Philosophical studies (above left) Annual 

day celebrations at Kochi community (above right)                                                                          

Lenten Eucharistic celebration at the family units at Randham Mission (below left) Annual retreat for 

the students of Minor seminary at Kochi (below right)  
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St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 

Passionist Lenten Retreat in Tamil was lead by Fr. Louis at Karaikudi, Diocese of Sivaganga 

(above) Malayalam Lenten Retreat was animated by Fr. Jackson at Koonamavu Paish near 

Kochi. (below) 

Retreat in Tamil & English was preached at Erode in 

the Diocese of Coimbatore (above & below left)  


