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  Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

The Ultimate and the Immediate 

 

Greetings from Cochin. Trust that this will find you all in good health and the best of spirits! I am here in Cochin enjoying a 

few days of R&R.  

On the 25th of this month we had a beautiful and yet a remarkably simple celebration of the ordination to priesthood of one 

of our confreres, Antony Thomas. In the run up to the ordination day things were uncertain with the ordaining bishop being 

put under terms of quarantine. At the last minute I had to hunt for another bishop who was available just in case! In the end 

the bishop who had originally agreed to come was able to preside over the liturgy. Despite all the COVID-19 protocols and 

precautions, I was incredibly happy to see that everything went very well. A big thank you to all who prayed for this intention 

and worked hard to make it a success.  

The following day the country celebrated its 72nd anniversary of becoming a Republic when those many years ago, after    

independence from British rule, India became a sovereign republic with its own Constitution.  The same Constitution,      

especially in its Preamble, embodies the fundamental values that every Indian must strive to uphold for our country to be a 

beacon of hope for other nations. Those values are sovereignty, socialism, secularism, democracy, republican character of 

Indian State, justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, human dignity and the unity and integrity of the Nation. But unfortunately, 

those who have been elected to government and are supposed to ensure that these values are protected and promoted, are 

the same ones who are complicit in their annihilation. 

Millions of farmers have been striking all over the country for the past few months with the central government showing 

cold shoulders to their demand for a repeal of the unjust farm laws. From the way the government has tried to manipulate 

and misguide the people concerning these unjust laws, it has become noticeably clear on whose side they stand.  

On every anniversary of our Republic, we try to remember and be grateful for those architects of our Constitution and those 

who toiled hard for our freedom. And, among those who stand out most prominently, the one that the whole world         

remembers, is Mahatma Gandhi. He came to be known around the world because he could combine both the ultimate and 

the immediate. Today’s politicians have neither the concern for ultimate nor the immediate. They are only motivated to gain 

and maintain power at any cost with the least bother for the good of all the people they are elected to govern.  

In some ways, I feel sad that the Church in India has missed an opportunity to stand up for the ultimate and the immediate, 

like a true prophet who has an eye for the ultimate but not oblivious to the immediate – demands for justice to the least and 

marginalised like the millions of sustenance farmers of India who are afraid that their livelihoods will be taken over by the 

multinationals.   

As those called to proclaim the Crucified Christ, we must become more aware of the ultimate and the immediate, the global 

and the local, for “as long as you did this to the least of my brethren, you did it to me”.  

With every good wish for continued blessings,  

Fraternally, 

Paul Cherukoduth, C.P. 

         Vice Provincial THOM  
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UPDATES 

Feast   

Commeration of  

the Passion 

12 

Ash Wednesday 17 

Fr. Sebastian KX  21 

       Ordination  

 Fr. George  10 

Fr. Siby 14 

Fr. Antony J 16 

FEBRUARY 

Birthdays 

Fr. Antony X       19 

St. Gabriel   27                   

Possenti  
Congratulations dear Fr. Antony Thomas CP...  

 

Fr. Antony Thomas was        

ordained at his Home parish  

Basilica of Our Lady of Snow, 

Palliport by Most Rev. Joseph 

Karikkasserry, Bishop of     

Kottapuram,  largely attended 

by his family members and  

Passionists. 

Fr. Sony              25 
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Fr. Antony Thomas presided over the First 

Holy Communion celebration at Palliport 

Parish. (Right) 

 

JPIC continued with their another phase of 

distribution of chicks to the families of the 

Parish at Palliport. (Below) 

 

New Home for the children of        

Karnataka Domestic workers      

Movement blessed and inaugurated 

by Bishop Francis Serao.(Above) 

Fr. Paul Presided over the New Year 

Celebration at Jyothir Bhavan, Joined 

by the children of Karnataka Domestic 

Workers Movement. (Left) 
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St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 

Pongal (Thanksgiving) Celebration in Randham Mission (Above) St. Gemma School is getting ready to 

reopen for the higher grade following all the SOP by the Government. (Below) 

 

New Church Construction for Randham Mission is 

in the progress. The tentative date for the roof    

concrete is on 5th February, Kindly keep this       

intention in your prayers. (Above) 


