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Passionists throughout the World
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Fr. Jim O’Shea C.P. in a video podcast of “Ask a CEO”

OB,
Birthday!

Day Passionists

2 | DOUGLAS, John

9 | CLEARY, Christopher
10 | GEINZER, Patrick

Greg Dermetriou, CEO of Lorraine Gregory, produced a Podcast called “Ask a CEQO” and inter-
viewed Fr. Jim O’Shea, C.P. about his “CEOQ” leadership with Brooklyn and as Provincial of St Paul

AVILES MERCADO Providence. Greg asked some very astute questions about how the Reconnect got started as a
2 ! . . . . . . . . .
7 Javier Montalvo business and Fr. Jim’s leadership style. This is a very informative give and take interview..



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiGiBNRNFNY
http://www.passiochristi.org/where-we-are/

Provincial Update

A virgta shall concerve and hear
[zazah. a Pro
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[Dear Brothers & Froends,

The Buddhist tradstson employs a koon as a spintual tool - a proposed ensgma that, when pondered by the
szeker, exhausis the mtional mmd so that the soul might be open 1o a deeper expenence of the transcemndent.
The feast of Christmas is. withoutl quesbion, a great boarn!

We ponder the Divine taking human flesh through the consent of a perpetual vargin. We ponder the Divine
bom as an outcast = repected by the powerful but weloomed by the poor. We ponder the Davine secking to bove,
but ulimately being crucified for love™s sake. We ponder it all and owur mbenal mands are spon exhausted and

we are forced bo sumender o the Divine s ingemous love!
In thas mystical ime of Holy Natvity, we, as a provinee, take special note of the followmg:

Timothy Fitegerald, who just celebrated his T vears 2= a Passomist, has amved o the Jamaia house. The

community weloomed Tim wath joy and 15 assisting in bos transition after bos stellar ife and mmistry o
Fitisburgh. Tom 15 a scholar, a spinitual teacher and dmecior as well as being just a very graced haman bemg.
Tim will bnng much 1o the New York Community and we all leok forward to ham comtmuing has Passionast

and mmsterial hife m thas new phase of hs jpumey. Welcome Tim!

Damiel {iwivas has completed four months m Hasti and 15 new spending one month i New York procesaing

has experence i Hasb and studying the encyclical Loudaro 57 and the works of Thomms Berry. In February
hez will poan the mesion of the Passionist Sisters at the Mexsoo-US border work ing with migmanis. We welcome
Daniel to Mew York bor rest, reflection and study.

John onmler completed a three-month expenence at the Jamaica bowse. Jobm was warmly welcomed imbo
the community’s life as well as workmg on the new retreat house progect. asssting in ibe pansh on Sundays
and studving English under the generous tuiclage of Victor Hoagland and Jerry Bracken. Afier having

received an imitial positive evaluison by house members, he 15 returmng 1o Puerio Bxco and has been imvibed
o make a full applicabion o enter our formatson process. Please remember John in your prayers.

Char Mowices in Mexioo are all doing well, despate having all contracied the COYID-19 vines. 'We comtmuoe Lo
remember them as they joumey through this year of discernment. Please remember the mother of Jomathan
Kamas who 1= qute (.

Emzo Del Brocon, along with has vocation team, 2nd Anibal Rodriguer have been working with several young
men who have strong interest m our life. Please pray for them!

Muixes Rios, afler a penod of discernment, has requested, and received permission, b seek incardmation in
the Dhocese of Mayaguer, PR, We all wish Moises well as he begins thas new penod of Bis hife and mamstry.




Virtual Province Assembly - please conbinue *Saving the Date” for our Assembly on Wednesday Februany
1, 2020, This will be a new type of expenence, but we look forward with expectation. Jim Price s
orchestrating the event and i1s working wath the same tech company which the Holy Cross Province used for

thewr assembly whach was very successful. Communibes will receive some materiaks for reflecton and
disoussion pnor 1o the event.

Virtmal Provimce Lesdership - the previous day, Toesdey Fobruary 8 2027, we wall beve the virtual
leadership mecting. Invilations will be sent out to leaders and a request for your input as we create the agenda.
Jim Pnce will be in contact with yow

Provimce Yisitutions will begin io Jamuary 202 1. The maonty of the visfations will be done “virtually”™ to
maintain the safety of all involved. Individual Comsuliors will be in touch with local communities to schedule
the “wvisits’.

As we come to the end off this pear, | imagine we feel a bt ‘dramed” by all that bas happened. and continuwes

to happen. Many of our men have suffered the isclation, anxiety and sickness of the Yirus. We bave all shared
an ‘albered” life and the persstent sacnifice of “distance’. We have lost our brothers, Juck Connor, Neil Davin
and Ted Walsh to death, and many of us have said farewell to close members of our natural families. Cur
ministries have struggled and we are more aware then ever of the fraglaty of so much we took for granted. It
has, withoul doubt, been a iong vear.

And vet, from where [ sit. the emerging and mgensous Passsonist chansm continues to surprise — from San
Juan o Toromlo, from Montauk to Pittsburgh and everywhere in between. There ane coumgeows conversations
and bold actions taking place. Chur commumity 15 grappling with what “renewal” books hke. Our province 1=
grappling with what “witness’ we wall offer 1o the young, who are now coming into the province in larger
numbers then for decades. Yex, we are parscipaiing in Mativity. Like all “barthimg”, if 1s both exnlsating and
excruciating. It demands of us - “letting go” and “taking up’. It demands of us- tnast, pabence and a far bit of
myshcism.

Darothy Day wrote that, “we heve all bnown e long loneines, and we hove deamed $het e only sofurfion

& fove and thet love comes from commamidy ™. Bas truly a koon thet oar very Passiomst communaty presenis
us. We have come from =0 many places. yet we have become ‘brothers”. There is no natural bond — only a
bond that comes from a shared dream.

We celebrate and suffer for thes dream. We imspire and disappoant one another for this dream. We push the
wrld beyvond s comfort 10 embrace this diream. But thas 1s the “only answer” = we are o dresming communa by

— it is our privilege and our burden to gratefully encounter anew the Eternal God of Matsvaty.
Can we imagine anything betier to celebrate thas Chnistmas™ — a koan, for sure.
A blessed Chnstmas and a Healthy New Year 1o each and all?

Im JXP,
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Fr. im O Shea, CP
Provincial
December 24, 2020




A Christmas message all the way from "The End".

by Fr. Robert Joerger, C.P.

Video


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_DYfKBuoYE&feature=youtu.be
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SUPERIOR GENERAL'’S
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2020

My dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family,

It's been quite a year, hasn’t it? And I am not referring to the great
preparations we all made and the wonderful opening celebrations of our
Congregation’s Jubilee Year. No! Rather, what I am referring to is probably
nothing like anything most of us have experienced in our lifetime: something
so terribly significant and frightfully impacting on our lives that it will surely
be recorded in the textbooks of history for future ages. We have become used
to speaking about “The Pandemic”: a Corona virus named “COVID-19” that
brought the world to a standstill, wreaking havoc in the physical, mental,
social and economic lives of people, causing immense trauma and claiming
some millions of lives in death.

The Covid-19 has gripped and paralyzed our lives for most of this year,
causing us to live as best as possible in a prevention-survival mode, with hope




for that vaccine which we believed would be our savior. Then, in the days
before Christmas 2020, almost as a Christmas gift, vaccines have been
approved and rolled out, and as though in another Advent mode, everyone is
waiting in hope to be saved from COVID-19. Yes, we surely are grateful and
thank God and the scientists and researchers for this gift! But is this the
‘savior’ we have been waiting for?

For the past weeks in the liturgical season of Advent, we have been preparing
ourselves by doing some personal ‘house cleaning’ in order to create some
extra space for welcoming into our lives JESUS CHRIST - our true HOPE!
He 15 the true SAVIOR of the world. He is the true GIFT, the PROMISE of
LIFE ETERNAL - through God, with God and in God. The spiritual
experience of our “waiting in hope” during the time of Advent, and our
eager expectation for the presence of someone special, 1s now celebrated with
joy and relief as we commemorate the birth of Jesus on this Christmas day:
the coming of Immanuel — God-with-us (Mt. 1:23). We remember that He, too,
has lived this pandemic and accompanied us during this crisis.

Let us find comfort and joy,
strength and peace, promise and
hope in the message announced
by the angels in Bethlehem and
renewed once again in us:
“Today...a Savior has been born to
vou; he is Christ the Lord.” (Lk.
2:11). This Savior lives the
human experience and walks the
human journey with us, showing
us by example a pathway to
follow — not a pathway proposed
by the values of this world which is dominated by power, competition and
oppression; but a pathway in accordance with the values of God's kingdom
found in self-~emptying, solidarity and vulnerable love.

May the commemoration of the 300" anniversary of the foundation of our
Passionist Congregation which we are celebrating as a Jubilee Year with the
theme: Renewing our Mission — Gratitude, Prophecy, Hope empower us to
recommit ourselves to accept Jesus Christ as our Savior and, by imitating his
example, bring him to birth into a world seeking to be saved.



Perhaps the following can be our prayer and commitment to be renewed. It
was composed by a Malaysian priest, paraphrased from the popular Prayer
of St. Francis...

LORD,
make me a channel to share Jesus this Christmas
If T have taken others for granted, let me express appreciation.
If I have unforgiveness towards another, let me reconcile.
If I have been harsh in my words and actions, let me show kindness.

Make me a channel to share Jesus this Christmas

If 1 have judged others, let me show compassion and understanding,
If T have gossiped, let me now encourage
If T have not cared about others, let me make space.

O JEsus

grant that | may never forget
That you came to live amongst us so that | may see
That you came to love us so that | may feel
That you came to hold us so that | may be loved.

Respecting the measures imposed by the health and government authorities
for the common good, and with a spirit of sacrifice and care for others:

Have a blesyed Chriztrian

with your community, family and friends.

Be attentive to those who may need some assistance,

and beat wirhes por a hope-jilled New Year.
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~ Fr. Joachim Rego, C.P.
Superior General
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Christmas Greetings from Haiti

From Fr. Rick Frechette, C.P.

Video


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-9SvAmA-so&feature=youtu.be

