“!ver the centuries, the "hurch has always looked to #ary as

the summa contemplatrix.

$rom the annunciation to the

resurrection, through the pilgrimage of faith that reached its climax
at the foot of the cross, #ary persevered in contemplation of the

mystery dwelling within her. %n #ary, we glimpse the mystical

journey of the consecrated person, grounded in a humble
wisdom that savors the mystery of the ultimate fulfillment.

$ollowing #ary’s example, the contemplative is a person centered
in &od and for whom &od is the unum necessarium….”

~ Vultum Dei Quaerere n. 10
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Circular Letter #13
Advent 2020
Dear Mothers and Sisters,
I send each of you my fervent prayers that you may experience a truly Marian and Christ-filled
Advent and Christmas season. The liturgy and the spirit of Advent call us to a deeper savoring of the
Word of Life, and a deeper longing for union with the Bridegroom, as we ardently cry out on behalf of
the entire Church and of every human person: “Come Lord Jesus!”(cf Rev 22:20). Come into every
human heart!
I am sending you the above icon which can nourish our spiritual journey not only during Advent
but also throughout our entire life. No doubt you are already familiar with several variations of this icon
(“Our Lady of the Sign”) whose origin is actually very ancient, thanks to the Church’s mystical intuition
of the mystery of Mary and of the Church. Although this icon can be “read” and “prayed” in many
ways, seeing in it Mary’s motherhood of the Divine Priest-Redeemer, as well as the Church’s union
with the great High-Priest, we can also see in it an image of our own union with the praying Christ.
From our contemplation of Jesus living in Mary, the Holy Spirit can quickly draw us to the
contemplation of Jesus living in ourselves and this can be a great help in sustaining our spirit of
recollection during the day.
Like Mary, we too are Christ-bearers by reason of sanctifying grace and the divine indwelling
first received in baptism and constantly deepened through a sacramental life. Indeed, the life we live
now is not our own—Christ is living in us (cf Gal 2:19-20). Notice that in this icon Christ is depicted
as a priest whose hands are lifted in prayer. Truly, the great High Priest who abides within us “lives
forever to make intercession” (cf Hebrews 7:25). Notice too that the praying hands of Mary (an
image of ourselves) are depicted as an extension of Christ’s prayer.
This is very meaningful for us as contemplative Nuns who dwell in spirit in the very heart of the
Church and the world in these troubled and often violent times. In this regard, Vultum Dei Quaerere
#17 gives us something we should ponder often: “In the book of Exodus, we read that Moses decided
the fate of his people by prayer; he ensured victory over the enemy as long as he kept his arms raised to
ask for the Lord’s help….This is a most eloquent image of the power and efficacy of your own prayer
on behalf of all humanity and the Church….Now, as then, we can conclude that the fate of humanity

is decided by the prayerful hearts and uplifted hands of contemplative women.”
Many books could be written on the deep layers of meaning in this magnificent icon, but I have
shared these few thoughts for you to ponder, so that together, all of the members of our Monastic
Congregation may be graced with a new realization of the divine indwelling, and particularly, of Christ
dwelling and praying within us, so that our entire life becomes an Advent of Christ-bearing for the
world, until we “are filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:19). The more we remain in Christ and
He remains in us, the more efficacious is the part we play in deciding the fate of humanity.
Each of us can say that: this profound mystery continues ceaselessly within me day and night,
for the Divine High Priest who dwells within me is always contemplating and adoring the Father, and
offering prayers and supplications for the salvation of the world, as #2 Part II of our Constitutions tells
us. Therefore, when I am at Mass and the Divine Office, Christ is praying in me and inviting me into
His prayer. When I cook, clean, recreate, work in the garden, care for the building maintenance, do the
monastery banking, purchasing, and other administration work, and even when I sleep, the prayer of
the great High Priest never ceases within me and I am always able to offer His prayer to the Father.
When I suffer, and particularly when the suffering makes it nearly impossible to utter a word of
prayer, it is then that in weakness of mind and body yet firmly believing in the power and efficacy of
Christ’s suffering prayer, I in my poverty can simply offer Christ’s prayer to the Father as my own
prayer. And finally I also want to point out that in complex and confusing situations where the Holy
Will of God is not clear and I don’t know what to pray for, yes then too I can trustingly offer to the
Father the prayer His Beloved Son is praying within me. (My Father, behold Your Son! Behold His
prayer which I offer You as my own prayer!) In this way I can be sure to be praying for the perfect
fulfillment of the Father’s will even though it is unclear to me.
There is much to ponder and put into practice in #2 Part II of our Constitutions. Here is the
passage and I am quoting from the English translation: “They continue the contemplative aspect of
the mission of Jesus who Himself contemplates and adores the Father, and offers prayers and
supplications for the salvation of the world.” Jesus living in us, Jesus praying in us—this is the source
of the efficacy of the prayers and supplications we offer, as well as our own contemplation and adoration.
So let us invoke the Holy Spirit through the powerful intercession of Our Lady of Advent, that
all of us may grow to an ever greater awareness of the treasure we bear in our poor earthen vessels. Let
us truly be Christ-bearers in whom Jesus lives and prays, works and suffers.
I conclude this part of my circular letter with another promise of my heartfelt prayers for each
and every one of you, and on the part of the General Council I thank you so much for the prayers,
sacrifices and cooperation you continually offer us. You are a source of joy, even when together we
must struggle to drink the cup the Father offers us. In the end, what is important for eternity and for the
glory of God is that “we live the truth in love and grow in every way into Him who is the head—Christ—
and from whom the whole body joined and held together by every supporting ligament, with the proper
functioning of each part, brings about the body’s growth and builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:1516). In being authentic contemplatives who live and pray in Christ, may we truly build up our Monastic
Congregation in love! Have a richly graced Advent!
Sent to you with my love and prayers in Jesus and Mary,

P.S. Dear Mothers, at the request of some of the Nuns, I ask that you print out a sufficient number of copies of
my circular letters in order that each Sister may read it and if she likes, discuss it with other community members.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES
1) The Monastery of St. Gabriel’s in Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania has been suppressed by the Holy
See. In the request for suppression that Sr. Teresita Kho sent to me, she gave an edifying witness to the
deep Passionist spirituality of her own heart—seeing the agony of closing a monastery as a profound
participation in the agony and suffering of Jesus. I ask the charity of your prayers for the two remaining
religious: Sr. Teresita and Sr. Olive Ann, as in December they move to the Pittsburgh monastery.
The monastery in Clarks Summit was affiliated under the Monastery of Our Lady of Sorrows in
Pittsburgh, and so I wish to thank Mother Joyce Foga for her efforts to accompany the two Sisters
during this stressful time, and for handling the many negotiations involved in selling a monastery. It is
being bought by the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter. We are very happy that the contract will state that
the Fraternity commits to maintain and preserve the cemetery (where 33 Passionist Nuns are buried) “in
perpetuity.”
Closing a monastery is not a quick and simple matter. By the time you receive this letter, it will
already be approximately a year and a half since our dialog and negotiations began. Please ask St.
Joseph to continue to guide this project all the way to its completion.
2) In June 2020, the Holy See affiliated the Monastery of Our Mother of Sorrows in Genoa-Quarto,
Italy to the care of the Mother President and the General Council. During the 2015 international
assembly of Passionist Nuns, the decision was made to renovate the Genoa monastery as a facility for
the care of our elderly and sick Nuns. The renovation has made the monastery a place where “the aging
Nuns can pass their days in serenity of spirit, conscious that though their energies and capacity for
physical work and service have diminished, their lives are precious and fruitful for the community and
the Church” (#81 Part II of our Constitutions).
This arrangement would be ideal if the Genoa community itself had a sufficient number of
younger religious to assist in the many administrative duties entailed in caring for the sick, while
attending to the usual monastery duties, etc. Within the last year an urgent situation has developed that
needs to be solved, I believe, with the help of our other monasteries of Italy. In this uncertain time of
COVID, if there is a possibility of convoking such a meeting of superiors and delegates, I will inform
you in sufficient time. For now, please keep this great need in your fervent prayers, that God will show
us what He wants. I would like to thank Mother Rosaria for substituting as superior when, at my
request, Mother Teresa Carzino took a month to rest and regain her strength.
3) Thanks to the generosity of the superior and community of Maumere, two of their Nuns in final vows
have transferred to the monastery in Malang. Let us all keep in loving prayer Sr. Filomena and Sr.
Alessandra as they adapt to life in another monastery, and share their gifts of nature and grace with the
Malang community.
4) The Jubilee Year of the Third Centenary of the Foundation of the Congregation of the Passion of
Jesus Christ. In the Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary for the Jubilee Year, it is indicated that a
Plenary Indulgence is granted to the Monasteries of the Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ, to
be received on four occasions or special situations during the Jubilee Year (from November 22, 2020 as
of January 1, 2022). It is up to each monastery, bearing in mind its own specific situation, to establish

these four dates. It is recommended that the Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary along with an
announcement from the monastic community be placed on the door of the church indicating the dates
chosen and listing the usual conditions required for receiving a plenary Indulgence.
5) I wish to thank Mother Ana Maria and the Nuns in our Quaeretero, Mexico monastery for making
a splendid gold vestment as a gift from our Monastic Congregation to Father Joachim Rego and the
Passionists as they begin the Jubilee Year of their foundation by St. Paul of the Cross. Because of
COVID restrictions in our RED zone area, we ourselves could not attend the celebration, but the
vestment was sent directly to Ss. John and Paul’s for the occasion. We also had in mind a large
commemorative candle symbolizing the prayers of the Passionist Nuns for the male branch of the
Passionist Family, but we have decided to wait and give that gift when we begin our own 250th
anniversary year in May 2021. I wish to thank Madre Monica and Sr. Daniela for designing and
crafting the images on the candle, and also Sr. Mariangela and the Loreto community for donating
the candle.
6) Here is an update regarding the new monastery in Borneo. Because of COVID transport restrictions,
the altar bread equipment has not yet been shipped! From the Monastic Congregation fund we were
able to pay for the equipment but payment for shipping is still due. Our Passionists Fathers will
generously assist in receiving the equipment at the dock in Pontianak, and transporting it the four-hour
drive to Kalimantan. In the meantime, Mother Martina and the Nuns have been preparing an area in
which to engage in this sacred work. I wish to thank those who were able to make a contribution to all
of the expenses involved in this endeavor, and we are still open to receiving any further financial aid for
this new monastery.

