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Prayer for the Ocean 

Creator of Life: Earth is full of Your creatures, 

And by Your wisdom you made them all. 

At Your word, Earth brought forth plants yielding seed of every kind 

And trees of every kind bearing fruit,  

The waters teemed with swarms of living creatures of every kind, 

And the world was filled with every kind of winged bird, walking animal,  

And creatures that creep upon the ground. 
 

During this Season of Creation, 

 

Open our eyes to see the precious diversity that is all around us. 

We praise and thank you especially for the vastness of the oceans 

That reveal your beauty, power, and peace. 

Inspire us with ways to protect and keep the oceans healthy. 

Enlighten our minds to appreciate the delicate balance maintained by each creature. 

Inspire us to conserve the precious habitats that nurture this web of life. Amen. 

                                                                                                                          Adapted from the Season of Creation Prayer 2019 
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The Tree with a Spider’s Web 
 

God of gentle strength, 

A spider’s web is a thing of great beauty but also 

fragile. 

Just like our lives. 

A spider’s web is the result of a lot of hard work. 

Just like our lives. 

A Spider’s web can get damaged. 

But the spider is never discouraged. 

The spider just gets back to work and tries again. 

Just like us. 

A spider’s web is easy to overlook. 

Sometimes that is just like us. 

Let us pray that we can appreciate the beauty           

of the world around us. 

Let us pray that we can appreciate the beauty          

and wonder of our own lives 

And the lives of those we love. 

Let us give thanks for small moments of grace. 

Amen. 

 
 
 

At the risk of repeating myself, I had a dream on returning from the Philippines as I was not happy about 

how our Passionist students were learning English. On their return to the monastery, mixing with students 

in Manila, they were not practising what they were learning in the classroom. They lacked enthusiasm  and 

motivation to learn such an important International language. 

A dream needs structures, needs people who can commit themselves to the dream to make it a reality. It 

took patience and over 12 months to gain permission to go ahead with such a College to learn English. But 

it had to be more than a place of learning it had to have a deep Spirit. 

As Br. Pat Cronin CFC said, it had to have a foundation, “corner stones”, being about Mission, Culture, 

Community and Language learning. These things, he said, were the foundations that would underpin 

ELSPM and characterize its uniqueness. It had to be guided by the Holy Spirit under the care of the 

Passionists who took on the dream. ELSPM was seen as a radical departure from the current English 

Language schools because of its commitment to Christian ministry and MISSION! It was seen to include 

young men and women, lay, religious and clerical students who would be attracted from all Christian 

denominations. 

Br. Pat inspired me to find the people who could make this work. Br Peter Downs CFC came along and said 

yes, he would lay the foundations of ELSPM. We employed the services of people like Margaret Dwyer an 

ex-teacher of the Adelaide Language School, Shannon Sands a young English Teacher, Sr. Liz a Counselor. 

The Dominicans and Passionists and two priests from Melbourne were the first students. Fr. Ron Davoren 

CP cared for the Passionists and Fr. Karl Emerick OP for the Domincans. The care of the students was so 

important. They were in Australia so far from home and they needed to speak to someone who would 

listen.  As Br. Peter Downs said, 

A DREAM:  ELSPM BECOMES A REALITY 



There was the danger that the course construction and accountability could be the roaring tiger, 

overpowering the everyday efforts and concerns teachers would have. It is the interaction and 

practice, which is the kernel of pastoral care, upon which the whole mission depends. The teacher’s 

efforts and concerns were to be heavily focused 

towards the faces and human personalities who 

were in the classroom. 

Over the years ELSPM has kept to the dreams to make it a 

reality. That is that the students and staff are happy in 

learning and teaching English in the special warm 

welcoming ELSPM centre of learning. 

And so as the dream became a reality in Adelaide, planning 

for the next step to move the school to Melbourne began.      

(To be continued) 

Fr. Kevin Hennessy CP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Dear Sr Margaret,  

I received the bulletin you sent via email, and I suddenly miss EMSPM so 

much, so.. I call phone for Sr Margaret Fields, OP, for you and Mary!  No 

problem Sister, just asking about your life, your health... God bless you 

always!  

 https://youtu.be/AS2yKICFdak 

I send to you this video that I and another Sister made “The life of the Tạm 

Hiêp Dominicans in the midst of the COVID- 19 pandemic.  

Keep your health, sister!  

Love from,   

Dao Nguyen  

 Sent from my warm heart 

 

Emails and Letters from Past Students 

https://youtu.be/AS2yKICFdak


Hello Sr. Margaret, 

Warm greetings from Indonesia! I have received several 

newsletter editions from ESLPM. I am happy to read the life 

experience of other students in those newsletters. I am also 

glad to share my experience. When I read the writings of my 

friends, I feel like I am in the ESLPM environment. Their 

wonderful life experiences make me miss my ELSPM 

classmates, teachers, and environment. 

 Indeed, ELSPM always leaves a beautiful impression in the 

bottom of my heart. 

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you my reflection on Covid-19. 

First, Covid-19 changes all the work plans and programs that we have prepared. In spite of this, we 

are not discouraged because our neatly arranged program can be implemented creatively; such as 

online studies, online work, online shopping and so on. 

Second, Covid-19 unites broken families. Reuniting a broken family has been challenging, but Covid-19 

has forced each family to spend more time with each other at home as outward socialization has been 

restricted.  

Covid-19 has answered the longing of the parents who want to spend more time with their children at 

home as well as the children who want to spend more time with their parents and relatives. The 

situation of Covid-19 encourages parents to attend and serve the needs of their children: such as 

being playmates, being teachers and being loyal parents. I assume that children will feel the fullness 

of love. 

Lastly, Covid-19 not only brings havoc to human beings, but also brings blessings to those who know 

how to use this time to reach out and help those who are desperately in need. 

Please send my warm greetings to all my teachers and classmates. We are one in prayer. 

Yours in Christ, 

Bernadeta, SSpS 

 

Good evening my lovely teacher, 

I would like to say good-bye to you and all staff and those who I 

know in ELSPM because I will move to Sydney for my second year of 

formation on Thursday.  

With all my gratitude and appreciation, I thank you for what you 

have done for me and for being a companion to me.  I will miss you 

and of course you are in my prayer. 

God bless you. 

Anh 

  



 
 

As we headed toward the mid semester break a number of the students expressed their 
desire to make a few days retreat, something that has been difficult due to the pandemic 
restrictions this year.  So, we enlisted the talents of Fr Kevin Hennessy and Sr Bridget 
Murphy and gathered for our first ELSPM online retreat entitled “Seasons of Creation”.  The 
days of reflection and prayer and sharing were a chance to not only explore our own 
thoughts but also to get to know each other better.  The good weather gave us the chance 
to spend time outdoors in our own gardens and neighbourhoods and find inspiration in the 
world around us.  I am sure you will enjoy reading the reflections that the retreat participants 
have written.  We hope to be able to do something during Advent when classes are finished 
to help us all prepare for Christmas. 
In the meantime we will try to find time in the next few weeks to also build in the chance to 
pause and reflect.  
Stay safe 
Sr   Margaret 

 

God’s Love is Unlimited 

Mariana Maria 

First of all, I am thankful for God’s love and kindness in my life. Retreat days are a beautiful time 
for silence, to sit, to stand, to recognize and listen to God's voice. I am really grateful for getting a 
special chance to experience God’s love in my life at the moment. The invitation to reflect on God 
moments was wonderful to feel and commemorate God’s love. There are different ways I have 
experienced God moments in my life, vocation and ministry. So, retreat time is a precious moment 
for me to praise and give thanks to God for everything God gives whether in the past and in the 
present.  

I am happy to share a deep reflection of my heart to all of you 
when Fr. Kevin and Sr. Bridget guided four of us to celebrate 
God's moments in our life. There is joy and amazing joy to know I 
am not alone because the Lord is always with me and provides the 
light when I am in the dark. There is love, abundant and unlimited 
love and it is freely received from God through nature, family, 
congregation, community where I am and all people who are 
around me. There are the gifts from God, incomparable, gifts that  
I freely accept in daily life by the experience of God's mercy.  
 

Through the small things like a twig and flowers of grass I reflected 
and realized God present in my life. That’s beautiful. These are the 
days of rich blessings where I renewed my spirit, my mind and heart 
to continue my journey of life, vocation and ministry especially 
learning English at ELSPM at the moment with joy and peace.  
  

Therefore, I would like to say thank you so much to Fr. Kevin and Sr. 
Bridget who took time to guide and accompany us during the retreat. 
Thank you for preparing all things for us. Both of you provided the 
materials that were really evocative and inspirational. Nature 
reflection, biblical reflection, personal insight and music are wonderful things which help us to feel 
and find God love and compassion in life. Also, I would like to say thank you very much to Sr. 
Margaret for organizing this beautiful time and giving space for the students to maintain their 
spiritual life. I thank you as well for my sisters in Indonesia who always support my spiritual 
journey. I really appreciate all of it. Once again, thank you so much.   
 

 

‘Season of Creation’ Retreat 



I once forgot how to be grateful,                                             

I once forgot how to care for others and nature around me,                                                                                                   

I have forgotten how to forgive others, even my own family. 

After two years, I did not have time to be alone in my 

prayers and reflections, sometimes the busyness of which 

prevented me from seeing the meaning of silence. It was a 

wonderful opportunity for three days and half, I walked in 

the silence and prayer with Him who has always loved me 

without limits. In the silence, the universe brought me back 

to an experience of God's presence in my life. I realize 

without him I am nothing. He challenges my tears with joy, 

and hatred with peace. 

One thing that I ask in my silence, may I always be aware 

of his presence in every experience, in every small and 

simple thing, it doesn’t matter who or where it comes from, 

I also want to learn a lot from nature that led me to be able to communicate with GOD. 

Thank you God for the new awareness that I received in my retreat this year, I hope my faith, and hope and 

love for you will never be worn out by time whenever and wherever I am. Thank you for sending more 

people to be a part of my life and my vocation, I believe all of them is your presence to me. GOD BLESS 

YASINTA, SSpS. 

I spent some days at an online retreat last week 

from 30
th

 September to 3
rd

 October with a small 

group under the guidance of Father Kevin and 

Sister Bridget with the topic “Season of Creation.” 

This topic has significance for me in the pandemic. 

Although most things stop or delay in this crisis 

time, the spring season is still coming in Australia, 

the beauty of God’s creation still overwhelms this 

world and people.   I thank you God for that retreat.  

I had the opportunity to look back at myself and 

realize the Love of God for me through some 

themes like Psalms 8 and 139 as well as the petals, 

the twig and the moments of God which Fr. Kevin 

and Sr. Bridget gave me so that I could pray and 

reflect during the day. I sometimes forget or rarely 

pay attention to the beauty of God, but God still 

loves me, gives to me and created me especially for 

him like one sentence in Psalm 8 “What are human 

beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that 

you care for them”? Therefore, I am thankful, 

grateful for God’s beauty, God’s love and God’s fidelity to me. No one is insignificant before God’s face 

because God created me so He will love me both my good and bad things. I believe like that. Thank you 

Lord.                                                                                                                                              Quynh Anh 

 

 
       



   

     A Beautiful Memory 

Fr Brian:    We asked you to pray for 
Joseph, the grandfather of our Novice 
Th ng.   e asked for prayers when 
he took ill and when he died. 
Especially so because Th ng wasn’t 

able to attend the funeral. 

Th ng then carved this beautiful little 
wooden Memorial for his grandfather 
and mother, and wrote 

A few days before my grandfather's 

death, my brother had a phone for me 

to talk to him, I said: "Will you wait for 
me to come back? I want to show my 
habit to you”. He replied: "I do not 

know what will happen, I just obey 
God, if God wants, I will wait for you".  

Thereby, I learned a wonderful 

lesson from my grandfather, a man of 
firm faith, even though living or death 
is always for God first and obey 

God's will to his last breath. Before 
he left, he gave everyone a big smile. 
I realize that it is a happy smile, a 

contented smile, a smile to move into 

a new life in the risen Jesus. I have 
made a picture of my grandpa from 

wood and put it on the table of my 

room. 

The Ordination of Joseph Yoshiaki Inaba 

Joseph came as a Deacon to Melbourne from Japan and was 
here studying English from mid 2019 until March 23rd 2020 
departing before the international borders were shut for 
COVID-19.  
 
Joseph was in his early 50’s, had been married until very 
sadly his wife died one year after their wedding. Joseph was 
not Catholic but went on a Passionist retreat a number of 
years later. The peace he experienced on that retreat lead 
him to Baptism and then to our Passionist Community.   
 
We send Joseph our prayers and congratulations. 
Saturday September 26th, 2.00pm AEST - Sydney Time 
To view live stream:  Click Here   
                                       Joseph Inaba: inayjs@yahoo.co.jp 

  

From the Passionists 

https://youtu.be/tgEM47fNJz8
mailto:inayjs@yahoo.co.jp


 

 

2
nd

   Shaopei 

  4
th

  Bon  &  Sulita 

  13
th

  Ian 

  20
th

  Cau 

  28
th

  Sr  Margaret 

 

 

 

 

  1
st  

Prize Aung Seng Ja   

  2
nd  

Prize  Yasinta 

  3
rd 

Prize  Erna Mariana and Mariana Maria 

Honourable mention to Peter Zin who was first back again all correct. 

Answers:  species  granddaughter  knees  ten  foxes  Phillip  chicken  eagles  true#story  little  walk  maremma 

Middle  sunset  Swampy  comedy  waterproof  predators  home  penguins  raft  tuxedos  risk  thousand  sanctuary 

oddball  conservation  pocket  

Next competition:  Colour the picture and write a short reflection to match.   

Judging will be by the person who is celebrating a birthday on the 28
th

 October so get those entries in 

before then!             

Return to editor by 28
th

 October   

 

Thank you to all who have 

contributed to this bulletin.  It is truly 

inspirational to hear from our current 

students as well as always a joy to 

hear from our past students letting us 

know where life is taking you.  Don’t 

forget to include some current photos 

in any contributions.   

  marg.hugs95@gmail.com 

  Congratulations to the Winners of the Previous Movie Crossword  

Prev                                                                

  October Birthday Congratulations 
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