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10 Years—Brooklyn Reconnect—by Fr. Jim O’Shea, C.P. 

20 Years – St Luke Foundation of Haiti –by Fr. Rick Frechette, C.P.` 

50 Years – The Sunday Mass -by Fr. Paul Fagan, C.P. 

300 Years – Founding of the Passionists –by Fr. Joachim Rego, C.P. 

Thanksgiving for Passionist Lives 

Father Neil Davin, C.P    Died Oct 4, 2020 

Father John Connor, C.P.  Died Oct 5, 2020 

Father Theodore Walsh, C.P.  Died Oct 6, 2020 







10 Years—Brooklyn Reconnect—by Fr. Jim O’Shea, C.P. 

https://reconnectnyc.org/   

Reconnect Brooklyn was founded to address a neighborhood need:  too many good young men were having too 
many bad life outcomes. Too much violence…too much under-education…too little opportunity to imagine a differ-
ent future. 
Bedford Stuyvesant and surrounding neighborhoods continue to have some of the highest numbers of disconnected 
youth in New York City – young people not in school and not working – with most struggling from the consequences 
of intergenerational poverty and historic community neglect.  Street corners became centers for disconnected 
youth. 
Reconnect Brooklyn was born with one simple idea – if young men aren’t prepared to leave ‘the corner’, then we 
transform ‘the corner’ – and what better way to transform it than through local, formative employment and a 
healthy community of mentors and peers. 
Reconnect Brooklyn does the hard work to do some pretty simple things: 

Co-create Employment that teaches our youth how to work 
Co-create Community that teaches our youth to gain confidence 
Co-create Possibilities that teaches our youth that there are options for the future 

 
Since 2011, Reconnect Brooklyn has employed over 175 young men, 17-24.  For most of these men, it was their first 
job. 
 
Over 90% of our Youth Partners successfully completed their initial employment at one of Reconnect Brook-
lyn social enterprises. 
Over 80% of these young men continue to be employed in New York City and beyond. 
In the next 5 years, Reconnect Brooklyn will: 

Engage another 200 young men through employment and education 
Establish a facility with expanded social enterprise and educational space 
Increase connections to higher education and training in advanced manufacturing 
Widen community, educational and industry partnerships 

https://reconnectnyc.org/


Dear friends, dear family (after all the years together, the dividing line fades!) 

 

As we begin the last quarter of 2020, a year that has pushed 

the whole world to the brink and will likely establish a new 

world vision (a new and brighter north star), I am reflecting 

on our own tumultuous situation in Haiti, and the value of 

my own 33 years here. 

I am privileged to be a priest of the Passionist Community, 

and I am grateful to my community for the generous per-

missions granted to for me the works I describe below. 

I arrived in Haiti when I was 34 years old, and without 

knowing a single person, set out to work. I ponder the years 

now from the vantage point of being 67. To make this a 

very short story, from my arrival in 1987 until the millennial 

year 2000, myself and some pretty amazing people were 

charged with creating, on behalf of Fr William Wasson 

and Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos (NPH), dynamic pro-

grams for orphan and vulnerable children, and also a chil-

dren’s hospital.  Both of these life-giving branches of the 

huge family tree that is NPH, still make enormous contribu-

tions to many children and young people, whom we first came to know because of the serious distress that marked their 

lives. 

 

St Damien hospital began by confronting the twin disasters of severe malnutrition and HIV/AIDS, and has amazingly evolved 

to a specialty pediatric hospital that can adopt very fast to urgent needs, even to threats such as COVID 19. I could absolute-

ly regale you with stories of the heroic people who made Fr Wasson’s programs real, very often in the face of anguishing 

problems and hair-raising adventures. 

Many of you have shared these with us. I continued in a major leadership role in NPH Haiti from 1987 until 2017, and from 

that time my dedication remains at 200%, but my role has been supportive and advisory. 

Because my modus operandi has always been to develop native leaders, the more we advanced toward this goal, the more 

freedom I had to get involved in the very poor margins of Port-au-Prince, especially as a priest and physician. 

Those who joined me in this new work, and in fact were the catalysts for what it would become, were young graduates of 

NPH Haiti. There were many of them: a handful of great leaders and fistfuls of others who were incredible members of well 

led teams. We started this work in the millennial year 2000. 

 

I could also regale you with stories of how heroic were these, our own young people, in creating clinics, schools and commu-

nity centers, again in the face of impossible problems and many dangerous circumstances. We called this work The St Luke 

Foundation for Haiti. 

If you like, take a few minutes to look at this video, and meet some of these great people. 

20 Years St Luke Foundation of Haiti—by Fr. Rick Frechette, C.P. 

https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=5aa393b56d&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=819eff7e85&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=947202170e&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=fb19f2834f&e=5466c34497


As the years passed, I penned a few reflections every year, looking with the eyes of faith on many of the 

tough experiences we lived through, and have shared these with family, friends and supporters. I am col-

lecting most of these reflections now, and will soon publish them, so you can read our own history as a faith 

journey, and be inspired by the hard work of so many dedicated and amazing people, who have become 

treasured friends. I am grouping them by years- and soon you will be able to share some of our adventures 

(from 2014 to 2020). 

 

When we started the work in such difficult circumstances, I asked for the intercession and blessing of St 

Luke, physician and Gospel whisperer. We made him our patron, and took on his name.  

 

We wanted to ground or work with the sick in the healing ministry of Jesus, and we wanted our work in 

schools to be as much about values and dignity as about math and music. Like the four great Evangelists, 

we wanted everything to point, above all, to our great  God in the highest heavens. 

 

Because of the urgency of the tasks we faced, which were often critical, we took as our call to action these 

paraphrased words of an ancient Jewish philosopher, Hillel the Elder:  “If it is not me to act, who is it? And if 

it is not now, when?” 

Though these words span 21 centuries, and are still very much alive in our hearts. 

Now 20 years have passed. We are in our 20th anniversary. I think we have been put through every con-

ceivable test over these years. So many challenges and heart aches, joys and deep bonds of friendship. 

 

We have faced some of the most forceful kinds of natural disasters, and unbelievable political and social 

upheavals, while always in the background was grinding poverty, and the crime and chaos it produces. We 

have faced the scourges of illness: HIV/Aids, TB, malaria, malnutrition, the scourge of cholera, and recently 

a pandemic that we face together with the whole human family. 

While Haiti was largely spared of Covid -19, St Luke Hospital was significantly challenged by it, with 1400 

some patients coming to us for help. 

I would have never thought, after all we have been through, that our 20th year would be threatened by the 

serious weakening of the US dollar in Haiti, and by the decreased fundraising results for us and many oth-

ers, as challenges mount in countries that once were secure and prosperous and now face economic uncer-

tainties on many fronts, not the least of which is Coronavirus. 

As we bring the last quarter of this infamous year to a close, I hope you will consider helping to strengthen 

us for our next 20 years. (I fully intend to still be working and hopefully helpful at 87!). 

We know it is not a great time to ask for financial help. Around the world, there is so much uncertainty and 

confusion, so much financial hardship loss of employment. 

Given this fact, it is truly amazing, and I thank many of your most sincerely, for the support that came in just 

from my alerting you to the situation in Haiti two weeks ago.  

 

https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=f598c10521&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=f598c10521&e=5466c34497


We have already recuperated the damage done to our financial stability in September! And we have also 

recuperated our optimism!  

But we do have an idea for a direct appeal to strengthen us more, as our anniversary year comes to an 

end.  
We hope to combine the generosity of Giving Tuesday with an increase in virtual Christmas or Holiday Par-
ties, whereby friends get together to celebrate, and raise some funds for us. Maybe you can help us 
by letting your friends and families know about our work, and ask them to remember us in one of these 
two ways. If you think you can help with this venture, click here or visit https://www.mightycause.com/
story/8zr6cg. 

Our 2019 annual report might be useful to present our work, which can be found here: Annual Report  

People who are in a position to be able to help can choose to focus on our hospital and clinics (which help 

60,000 people every year), or on our 34 schools (which are forming 16,000 students daily). 

 

 

We are still determined and dedicated, we would rather be doing more than less, funding permitting. We 

certainly don't want to lose the valuable ground we have gained in three decades and then some. We are 

ready for another decade! Please consider helping us to begin again. If you are not too tired, hear me to 

you directly. 

Thanks to those who recent donations have righted us. Thanks for your support in this trying anniversary 

year! 

 Let’s watch together for a new light from heaven to guide us, and follow it in faith. 

Be assured of our deepest gratitude and promise of prayer. 

 

 Fr Richard Frechette CP DO 

October 14, 2020 

https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=dd4d0f1f02&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=19bd588bbb&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=19bd588bbb&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=47161b0476&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=5c94c39a7f&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=5c94c39a7f&e=5466c34497


LIFE-SAVING HEALTH CARE 

Caring for more than 60,000 patients each year. 

200.000  patients have received care across our facilities 
50,000 patients Treated for Cholera  

4,000 Women screened for Cervical  cancer 

2,500 mothers and children for pre and post natal care each year 

1,400—Covid-19 patients 

OPENING DOORS FOR STUDENTS  

Educating the next generation of Haitian leaders  

36 Schools,   
16,000 Students,  
96% pass rate  for seniors taking Haiti National Exam 

 

PROMOTING ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE  

Supporting communities through job creation  

and entrepreneurship.  
 

Bread – 1 Million loaves backed each year 
Tilapia – 8000 harvested each month 
Houses – 150 houses constructed 

Solar Panels – 150 KW of panels installed 

SUPPORTING GRASS-ROOTS SOLUTIONS 

Fighting for the dignity of every Haitian family.  
 
 

Water – 19,500 gallons of clean water delivered each day 

Burials – 250+ burials and celebrations each month 

EMT Service—24 hour service 

THE MISSION OF ST LUKE FOUNDATION OF HAITI 

We provide healthcare, education, and dignified humanitarian outreach to the least served populations of Haiti, 

with programs that employ more than 1,000 Haitian staff members.  

http://www.stlukehaiti.org/health-care
http://www.stlukehaiti.org/education
http://www.stlukehaiti.org/economic-development
http://www.stlukehaiti.org/outreach


FATHER RICK FRECHETTE  

While every St Luke program is led by a Haitian professional,  

Father Rick continues to guide, advise and lead by example in Haiti.  

FOUNDATION ST LUKE STAFF` 

Each program we support is led by a Haitian professional.  

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS  

Healthcare and educational institutions from around the world provide expertise to strengthen programs.  

VOLUNTEERS 

Our Advisory Board, Ambassadors Program, and Medical Volunteer Brigades work to support the Haitian team.  

2019 Annual Report for St Luke Foundation 

Fr Rick at recent meeting with the staff.    See the meeting here 

http://www.stlukehaiti.org/our-mentor-fr-rick-frechette
http://www.stlukehaiti.org/haitian-leadership-staff
http://www.stlukehaiti.org/training-partners
http://www.stlukehaiti.org/volunteers
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/574f31e07c65e4675a5befc2/t/5eecdd461ec43e3c8bd08f46/1592581465834/StLuke-2019-AnnualReport.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhWbCYsWU4o&feature=youtu.be


The Shrinking US Dollar threatens the Operation of St Luke Foundation of Haiti 

 

What can you could do to help keep this operation going? 

Some of you may be over 70 and a half and have money in accounts that have not been taxed.  
Did you know that you can contribute directly from this account to St Luke Foundation–without paying the tax on 
it? This is called qualified charitable distribution (QCD) as stated in this IRS FAQ 
. 
You would then have this withdrawal check made out to St Luke Foundation of Haiti and mailed to you. 

Then you would send the check to  St. Luke Foundation for Haiti 8980 SW 56th St Miami FL 33165  

 
Maybe you can help St Luke Foundation by letting your friends and families know about our work, and ask them to 
remember us in one of these two ways. If you think you can help with this venture, click here or visit https://
www.mightycause.com/story/8zr6cg 

https://www.irs.gov/retirement-plans/retirement-plans-faqs-regarding-iras-distributions-withdrawals
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=dd4d0f1f02&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=19bd588bbb&e=5466c34497
https://stlukehaiti.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5bb1234a30500dd0ca4ccc1b5&id=19bd588bbb&e=5466c34497


50 Years – The Sunday Mass -by Fr. Paul Fagan, C.P. 

The Passionists’ mission is to keep alive in the world the love of Jesus Crucified as seen in His Sacred Passion. This mission is rooted in 

prayerful community life and is expressed in collaborative ministry to the people of God in all walks of life, especially the poor and suffering. 

In creating a TV parish for the home bound and infirm, the Passionists of St. Paul of the Cross Province work to fulfill this mission with The 

Sunday Mass. 

The Sunday Mass began its broadcast on Christmas Day, 1970 in the New York Tri-State area. Addressing the need of the aged and the infirm 

to be sustained in their Catholic faith, this outreach afforded them the opportunity to join in worship, if only electronically. For those whose 

circumstances often lead to a sense of isolation, The Sunday Mass provided a television parish where one could not only participate in the 

celebration of the Holy Eucharist, but could also feel a sense of belonging and community. The familiar faces of our presiders, choir and lec-

tors reinforced the feeling of being part of a parish. The Sunday Mass is now broadcast each week on tv as well as on many local stations.  

 

Who we reach 

Our parishioners span all across the globe from the United States to the United Kingdom to Hong Kong and Brazil 



300 Years – Founding of the Passionists –by Fr. Joachim Rego, C.P. 
To find out this Jubilee click here.   

http://www.passiochristi.org/third-centenary-of-the-founding-of-the-passionist-congregation/














Father Theodore Walsh, C.P. 

Born: March 1, 1932 – Brooklyn, NY 

First Profession: July 16, 1952 – Pittsburgh, PA 

Final Profession: July 16, 1955 – Jamaica, NY 

Ordination: June 19, 1959 – Union City, NJ 

Died October 6, 2020.  



Homiliy for Theodore Walsh, C.P. by Fr. Victor Hoagland, C.P. 

I sat next to Theodore Walsh for meals and prayers for 8 years in student life. For 8 years when a baked potato came 

around for a meal, I took the skins from him and he took the insides from me. For 8 years we played basketball together 

on half days. He was a wonderful athlete, great to have on your side, but watch out when he played against you. He had 

a quickness you wouldn’t suspect. One minute you had the ball, the next you didn’t. I learned never to underestimate 

him. He was a quiet, humble man, and he could be underestimated.  

  

After ordination Theodore volunteered to go to the Philippines as a missionary. A big move for someone just ordained. 

Not only that, but  Theodore became the first novice master for our community in the Philippines. It wasn’t easy setting 

up that novitiate. The housing arrangements were extremely poor. Two young Filipinos finally applied, but when the 

Provincial from the States came over on visitation he didn’t like the situation, not professional enough, he said, and he 

told Theodore to send the boys home and close the place.  

  

Father Theodore Foley, the Passionist general came through a short time later and told Theodore to get those boys back 

and open the place again.  The young men became the first Filipino Passionists, Fr. Gabriel and Fr. Nonito.   

  

Theodore really believed in our community and the Passionist vocation. We saw his love for vocations in these last few 

years here in Jamaica when he would hobble out on his walker at the 10 AM Mass and after Communion ask a family in 

the congregation to take home a vocational crucifix and pray for vocations the next week.  Vocations were important for 

him.  

  

Preaching was important too. He was a very good preacher. For many years, after returning from the Philippines, he and 

Fr. Kenan preached missions and retreats together in this area in the spring and fall and Florida in the winter, where 

they would go from parish to parish.  

  

 I went with him on a number of parish missions. I thought he was a great preacher; his preaching was simple, homey, 

deliberate, sincere, no notes, excellent material. He was an excellent missionary.   

  

As his health declined he loved being able to preach at the 11 o’clock Mass in the public chapel in Jamaica and to stay on 

to talk to people and give them his blessing. He heard confessions here every week.   

  

He began writing homilies for the Province website, and gradually, when he couldn’t preach at Mass,  he read the 

scriptures during Mass in that deliberate way of his that made every word count.    

  

Theodore was a contemplative, someone who could spend hours in his own room reflecting and praying. The perfect 

vacation for him during the summer was to go to Shelter Island and sit on the shore looking out on the water, then take 

a swim.   



It wasn’t that he neglected people, though.  He loved his family, his sister Maureen, and his deceased brother John’s chil-

dren and grandchildren. He was on the phone with them all the time. He visited with them as often as he could. Unfortu-

nately, as for so many others, the Covid 19 epidemic prevented them from visiting him in his last illness and attending his 

funeral.  

  

He loved the Passionist community, the people in it, the things it did.  

Usually, the first thing he said to me when we met was “What’s going on?” He wanted to know what was happening, how 

people were doing. “Is there anything new on the bulletin board?” he would ask as he got weaker. He wanted the communi-

ty to flourish here and in the world.   

  

I guess I could say about Father Theodore what our wise classmate, Fr. Paul Cusack said about him awhile ago:  “He was the 

holiest of us all.”   

  

Now we won’t see Theodore here in the chapel, at meals, in his room on the 2nd floor any more.  Death is a time of closure. 

Some say death is a complete closure. He’s gone, all that’s left are memories of him, and they will die soon enough.  

  

But that’s not true. For Christians, death is not the end. Life is changed, not ended. We don’t see it with our eyes or hear it 

with our ears. But there’s life ahead. We believe what Jesus says in the gospel. There are dwelling places prepared for us 

and he’ll lead us to them. There’s a dwelling place for Theodore Walsh, and Jesus is leading him there.   

  

Life is changed, not ended. Let’s not forget that that changed life is still connected to this one. The dwelling places Jesus 

promises are not gated communities separating us from the world where we were born.   

  

There’s a communion of saints. Saints who care for us. Saints who cared for our world when they were here and care for it 

now,  saints who were zealous for spreading the gospel in their lifetime and still are zealous for spreading the gospel now. 

Saints who lived with us, and still do.  

  

There’s a communion of saints. Those who leave us don’t turn away from us. They don’t leave us orphans. They keep us in 

mind. Theodore Walsh will still be asking “What’s going on.?”  

  

I think this is important to remember today when so many in our world think we are all alone, on a lonely planet, with dwin-

dling hopes.   

  

But we know, our our scriptures today remind us, that from the mountains, those who see directly, before their eyes, the 

Lord restoring Zion, bring us comfort. From the places prepared for them, those who go before us guide us still.   

  

We are not alone. There’s a communion of saints. Great saints whom we never knew, but also saints who were our compan-

ions in life are our companions still. Saints of God, pray for us.  

  

Father Victor Hoagland, CP  



Father Neil Davin, C.P. 

Born: January 9, 1926 – Pittsburgh, PA 

First Profession: August 15, 1946 – Pittsburgh, PA 

Final Profession: August 15, 1949 – Scranton, PA 

Ordination: February 28, 1952 – Union City, NJ 

Died October 4, 2020.— 



Father John Connor, C.P. 

Born: July 26, 1949 – Scranton, PA 

First Profession: August 30, 1980 – West Hartford, CT 

Final Profession: September 2, 1983 – Baltimore, MD 

Ordination: June 6, 1984 – Jamaica, NY 
Died: October 3, 2020.  


