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My dear Mothers and Sisters of our Congregation, 

  As we begin our double celebration of the feasts of the Triumph of the 
Cross and our Mother of Sorrows, I send the daily-renewed gift of my love, 
thoughts, concerns and prayers to each individual Sister.  In my visitations it has 

been a real joy to get to know you as individual Nuns and not just a “group.”   When God (and Covid 
restrictions) allow, I look forward to meeting others of you during a visitation.  Please God, I hope to 
visit each monastery before the end of my term. 

 Soon I hope to send you an informational bulletin, but for these two very “Passionist” feasts, I 
hasten to offer you a few reflections from St. John Paul’s letter on the rosary that, over the years,  
have fed and strengthened my soul particularly in times of suffering and anguish.  As you know, by 
our Passionist vocation we are particularly called to cherish in our hearts the “memoria Passionis.” 
How happy I was then to find in St. John Paul’s letter a section on the “Memories of Mary”!  The 
italicized section that follows is based on St. John Paul’s words: 

11. Mary lived with her eyes fixed on Christ, treasuring his every word: “She kept all these things, 
pondering them in her heart” (Lk 2:19; cf. 2:51). The memories of Jesus, impressed upon her 
heart, were always with her, leading her to reflect on the various moments of her life at her 
Son's side.... 

Even now in heaven, Mary still cherishes these memories in her heart, constantly setting them before 
us, with the desire “that the contemplation of those mysteries will release all their saving power.”   

So, whether it be in the deep silent gaze of contemplative prayer or in the vocal prayer of the Rosary, 
we can “enter into contact with the memories and the contemplative gaze of Mary.” 

 How eager the Mother of our Congregation must be that the living memory of the life, 
passion and death of her Son would truly be engraved upon our hearts.  She who inspired our holy 
founder to make our Passion vow as he prayed before her icon in the Madonna chapel in St. Mary 
Major basilica, is still at work today to guide us into the future and to share with us the attitudes of 
the Heart of her Son.   Mary is a loving and attentive mother who closely accompanies us through 
life, who feels our anguish and suffering with us, who brings to our minds and hearts the memory of 
the Paschal mystery of her Son,  and who teaches us not to waste our suffering of body, mind or 
spirit, but rather to unite it to the redemptive sacrifice of her Son.   

 If we are to receive the grace of having the mystery of Jesus engraved on our hearts, we must 
desire this grace, beg for it, and prepare our souls by fidelity to the essential elements of our 
contemplative life, and to lectio divina, the ancient Christian practice so earnestly recommended to 
us by the Church today.  As we read in Jeremiah 23:29, may we too experience that the scriptural 
words are truly “on fire,” and that in them we taste divine life.   Or, as we sing in one of the psalms, 
may the word of the Lord be so precious to us that we consider it “purest gold.”  Surely a treasure to 
bear within our hearts! 

  



 Dear Sisters, the gravity of our times calls us to be authentic Passionists who truly have a fire 
burning in our hearts for Jesus crucified and risen.  In the “School of Mary” may we never lose sight 
of the beauty of His Face, the agape love of His Sacred Heart, and the saving power of His cross and 
Passion.  May Mary teach us the wisdom of the cross that today’s secular world considers insane 
foolishness.  Let us not be afraid to admit honestly and humbly that we are poor and needy as a 
Congregation, that we are lacking in vocations and wealth, and that we are unsure of what the future 
holds.  Let us rather keep in mind the richness of the treasure of our Passionist charism which we 
hold in our “earthen vessels.”  This treasure is worth more than the whole world, so let’s do all we 
can to develop it and to hand it on to another generation of Passionist Nuns!   

 Sisters, how many times a day I pray that the Holy Spirit may stir up the fullness of our 
Passionist charism powerfully within all of our hearts!  The renewal, the rebirth, the re-foundation of 
our Congregation has to happen first in the ongoing conversion and transformation of our poor 
hearts, and then it will be lived out in our loving obedience to the direction given to us by the Church 
in these challenging times--the times the Father has chosen for us. In a spirit of communion, let us 
earnestly pray for one another that we might all be authentic Passionists!  Then our Abba Father will 
take care of everything else we need.  

 Happy and grace-filled feasts on the 14th and 15th to each and every one of you!  I send each 
of you a “hug” in the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

 Lovingly in JXP,  

  


