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This week we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of Mary. It is a feast that often sparks some debate among 

scholars and theologians and the faithful.  I am not entering into that discussion but want to reflect on the place Mary 

has in my life and ask you to do the same. Growing up in a Catholic family, praying the rosary was a common activity.  

We prayed the rosary as a family in May and October, kneeling around the lounge room, but more often we prayed the 

rosary while travelling.  The distance between my home and my grandparents was just enough time to fit in the 5 

decades of the rosary.  Each of us was assigned a decade to lead and mine was always the 4th Mystery of the Rosary.  I 

might have struggled with the other decades but the fourth was mine and I knew them all off by heart. 

Joining a Congregation that is dedicated to Mary, allowed me to deepen and broaden my understanding of the place 

this woman plays in our faith.  It taught me to move beyond the image of ‘mother’ to that of ‘disciple’.  Choosing not 

to be a mother forced me to confront my views of Mary and shake off some of the traditional images that have been 

presented to us over the years.  Mary became for me a disciple, a witness, a model of commitment and perseverance 

and faith that had nothing to do with motherhood. 

Mary of Nazareth is for me a model of silence, listening for the voice of God in the daily circumstances of life. 

Mary’s dangerous trip to see her cousin Elizabeth speaks to me of a woman seeking the wisdom and advice of another 

woman, as someone who didn’t have all the answers herself and who sought out a wise guide.  Interestingly, this was 

not her own mother but Elizabeth. 

Mary’s journey out of the dangers of Bethlehem and Herod’s persecution of the Jewish children speaks to me of a 

refugee woman who had to depend on all her skills and courage to get her through a hard time.  No doubt she and 

Joseph worked together to sort out all these problems, so Mary also becomes a model and example of relationships and 

team - work.  This is also highlighted as they sought for Jesus when he stayed behind in the Temple. 

Mary, standing by the Cross, speaks to me of every parent who grieves the loss of a child; every parent who deals with 

injustice, with disharmony and violence.  The one who through sorrow, steps into the faith of the resurrection and 

carries on the life she committed to when she 

first accepted the call to become the mother 

of the Chosen One. 

We have no details of Mary’s life after this, 

tradition has it that she travelled to Ephesus 

with John.  Can you image life there?  Once 

again in a strange country, a new language 

and customs that were not her own, a migrant 

once again.  Mary’s life speaks to us on so 

many levels that it is no wonder that the end 

of her life has caused such great discussion 

and debate in the Church.   

The feast of the Assumption is a chance for 

me to reflect again on this amazing example of                                                                                                                  

discipleship, courage, and commitment, not to a                                                                                                                                       

set of beliefs but to a person, the person of Jesus.                                                                                                                           

Each of you will be in my thoughts and prayers                                                                                                                                                

on this special Feast.               Sr Margaret 
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My name is Thanakrit and I am happy to be called “Pong.” I belong 

to the Redemptorists. I come from Chiang Mai in northern Thailand. I 

am the youngest person among three siblings. My parents are devoted 

Catholics. Every night, they would ask me to pray the rosary and they 

love to help the church. I believe that I was influenced by their 

religiosity, so I chose to become a religious.  

During my spare time, I usually do gardening. Other than that, I love 

to listen to music as a way of relaxation.  

In 2016-2017, I did my Novitiate in the Philippines together with my 

other eight co-novices from different countries. After that, I 

committed myself to God and the congregation (Redemptorist) by 

taking religious vows in 2017 in Thailand. Then, I went back to the 

Philippines to study theology for two years. Last year, I was given an 

opportunity to practise mission-immersion in Indonesia. It was a meaningful and memorable experience for 

me. It allowed me to live a missionary life in a foreign land, and of course, that’s a reason why I want to live 

this life.    

I enjoyed learning at ELSPM because it provided me the opportunity to encounter new people and 

eventually became friends. Those 20 weeks there were full of joy. We all came from different places, 

cultures, backgrounds, and even differences in life journeys, but we all have the same purpose coming to 

ELSPM and that purpose is to improve our English skills. By the way I was writing this for the Student 

Bulletin after I already accomplished my 20 weeks in ELSPM.  

M.L Stedman cites that “every ending is the beginning of something new.” There is no doubt about this 

quotation. Before I started this course at ELSPM, I just finished my mission-immersion in Sumba, Indonesia. 

I firmly believe that before beginning our English course, we all finished some courses or programs. The 

ending is opening space for something new for us to encounter.  

                 Dear Sr Margaret 

Very very nice hear you again. I remember everyone 

always and I was missing of news from ELSPM. 

Nice to see many pics of my teachers Mary, 

Margaret, Jackie... give my love to everyone! 

Here in S. Paulo and all Brazil the situation is very 

preocupant. We have two enimies. The first is the 

terrible C-19 and the second,….(censored by the 

editor to protect the innocent!) 

But, nothing to be sorry... I have a beautiful 

church, a very good people and all that I do I have 

prudence always. 

I have been training my English every days and I 

had improved little bite in this pandemic time. 

I love all of you and I am so grateful to ELSPM and my 

Pallottines Local Community in Melbourne. 

With my prayers, 

Fr. José Elias, SAC 

‘Every ending is the beginning of something new.’ 



  Recent Emails   

Our Volunteers                                                                                                            

Thanks Marg, 
It is interesting, I can’t read it only the headlines, (thanks to apraxia) but I 
read enough to congratulate you with the ideas. And congratulate Fr 
Kevin for getting ELSPM started. And will you have to congratulate 
Margaret for a fine production. 
                                                                                                                                  
Patrick  
 

 
 

 

Dear Margaret, thank you for your email and the bulletin. I see some Indonesian 

sisters write their short testimony on the bulletin, I think that is so great.  

I heard from some students in Indonesia that you are one of their teachers as 

well, and they said, we have a new teacher, her name is Sister Margaret, then I 

reply yes she was my manager when we took english course in Australia some 

years ago She is good manager and teacher. And we end our conversations.   
 How is the school doing?  
 May God bless you always in your ministry. 

 Please pass my hello to all teachers in ELSPM. 

 Best regards  

Hendri   

     Dear Margaret. 

Thank you for your kind feelings for all students and me in the past. You 

have always prayed and encouraged us on our way to learning to become 

good instruments of God.  

I also apologize to you and everyone because my community has yet to 

invite you to visit and dine with us. I hope that the epidemic will end so 

that we can meet early. 

I wish you and everyone in the center always healthy and peaceful. May 

God be the perfect, always upholding and guiding people on the path of 

dedication and service. 

 

Anthony Nghieu. 

 

Dear Margaret, 
Thank you for sending me the Bulletin. I am happy that there are still some 
Indonesians studying English at ELSPM.  
I am sure they will get a lot of good things from ELSPM with all of you. I am 
always keeping you in my prayers.                                                                                               
Sincerely   

Ditia 

Dear Sr. Margaret, 
Thank you so much for keeping my heart with ELSPM by sending me your 

beautiful bulletin. I am happy.  

I wish you good success in your program in time of lockdown... 

God will bless you with wisdom and courage to work for others.  

 Prayers and love 

Monika 
 



  Celebrating Some of Our Many Volunteers 

Our Volunteers                                                                                                           

After 23 years as a member of the Opera Australia chorus I 

retired in 2018 and took up teaching English posts in the 

diocesan seminaries of Ho Chi Minh City and Phu Cuong, 

the Catholic Institute Vietnam, and the English Language 

school, VUS.  

In February when the virus struck, I had to return to 

Sydney.  In March I was invited to assist at ELSPM while I 

waited for an opportunity to return to Vietnam.  I am 

delighted because it is a continuation of the work I was doing.   

          

          Jeffrey 

       

I started at ELSPM as a volunteer, at the beginning of 2017. I had just retired 
after 50 years teaching Primary School children. In my last years of teaching I 
had focused on children with learning difficulties. I wanted to continue to 
make a difference and so I volunteered saying I was happy to do anything, 
so I began by helping various students and now I mainly help Sr. Margaret 
with the many jobs behind the scenes.  
I have been on mission in Beagle Bay in the Kimberleys of W.A. and I went 
to the Philippines twice to help the Bush Teachers and Sisters how to teach 

English to the children in their schools.  
Highlights of my time at ELSPM are being with the students and learning 

about them, and knowing that I belong to a group journeying to make the 
world a better place. 

 
 Patricia rndm. 

 

I  am a Sister of the Good Samaritan and I am delighted that I have been able 

to volunteer at ELSPM. When I think about being at ELSPM I always feel a 

real spirit of joy. I feel so privileged to participate in a small way in the life 

of ELSPM and I am very appreciative of the collegial spirit and hospitality 

of the staff members. Likewise I have a great deal of respect for the 

students who are so keen to develop their English language skills. It seems 

to me that what is so special about ELSPM is that English is best learnt in 

context and our shared values about the celebration of diversity helps us all 

to be mutually respectful and supportive of learning on lots of levels. 

Helen  sgs  
 

 

 

 



  ELSPM embracing new challenges in teaching and learning  

Our Volunteers                                                                                                          

Staff Meetings 2020 Style 

Kevin tuning in from Adelaide, Michael from Sydney and remaining staff from various 

suburbs of Melbourne 

 

Thursday EAP and Intermediate Class 

 



 

EAP Class 

 

Elementary & Pre-Intermediate Class 

 

 



  August Birthday Blessings and Congratulations  

                                                                

  If you can’t beat them join them!  

                                                                

3
rd

   Yoshiaki  

  4
th

   Agustina  

4
th

   Fr Kevin - a very significant  milestone!  

5
th

   Tri 

11
th

   Anh  

16
th

   Mary  

29
th

   Xuechuan  

 

 

“Is anyone listening?” 

 



ELSPM CROSSWORD COMPETITION 

The first correct answer back to the editor wins a prize.  Staff are not eligible to enter this competition but 

may offer assistance, encouragement and clues if asked! 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the current bulletin and it is indeed quite wonderful to be hearing 

from previous students and others associated with ELSPM. 

Please keep contributions coming .  Next deadline.  Wednesday 19th August.  marg.hugs95@gmail.com 
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