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IS THE END NEAR?
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Pandemics, Earthquakes, Fires, Economic Distress...Are these signs that the end
is near? Or is something else near that we prefer not to look at...?

Ass-U-Me

Do assumptions really make an...well, you know...

THE UNZIPPED PANTS OF JERRY FALWELL JR.

Why the unzipped pants of Jerry Falwell Jr. is a lesson for us all...

SHAKE, RATTLE and ROLL

This past week my bed began to shake at 4:30 A.M. Not a normal occurrence
for this celibate priest, | can assure you. It was a ...

The KO of AOC

How can we change the ways we talk to and about one another? An incident on
the steps of the Capitol may be instructive. (4:00)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxmxWSmzH-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVlODk59g20&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlJ6RHI30yQ&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8miTwa36pQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GaKIIFc2Nw&feature=youtu.be

Provincial Updates

St. Paul of the Cross Province
August 10, 2020

Movements and Updates

Dear Brothers. Associates and Friends,

I hope that you are enjoying some time for renewal
this summer, despite all that burdens our human
family. 1 wanted to share some important
information with you.

Luis Daniel Guivas, after spending a summer in
Atlanta and having completed three years of
theology. will now begin a pastoral year. During
this year, Daniel will immerse himself in the lived
experiences of the Crucified of Today. He will be 5
ministering in Haiti (3 months), at the border in
Mexico with the Passionists Sisters (3 months) and
in NY studying the works of Thomas Berry and the
encyclical Laudato Si, as well as assisting with the
care of our infirmed brothers (3 months). Please
pray for him as he deepens his solidarity with the
Crucified of Today.

Cristian Martinez Montalvo spent his summer in
New York feeding the hungry and is set to begin
studies at CTU in September.

Samuel Joseph, who professed his first vows as a
member of our province on July 4, 2020 in Mexico,
is expected to come to Jamaica New York
to begin studies in English at St. John's
University this Fall.

Jonathan Ramos began his year of
Novitiate in Mexico along with three
young men from our Haitian Mission,
Daniel Cadet, Saverno Borsa, Adenald 2
Fleury. They join novices from Mexico |}
and Dominican Republic.
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John Gonzalez, a native of Puerto Rico, will begin a formal time of discernment with the Province
this Fall beginning with several months in Jamaica, NY doing language studies and some initial
work with the community.

Edwin Moran will join the Jamaica, N.Y community this month. We hold Edwin in our prayers
and wish him well as he begins a new phase of life and ministry.

Anibal Rodriguez was appointed Pastor of Santa Gema Parish, Carolina, PR by Archbishop
Roberto Gonzalez. We offer Anibal our continued support for all he does for the community.

Carlos Rodriguez was appointed Administrator of La Piedad Parish, Carolina, PR by Archbishop
Gonzalez. Many blessings to Carlos.

Michael Salvagna will join the community in Scranton, PA. We accompany Michael with our
prayers and fraternal support.

Important Dates:

* Province Jubilee Celebrations — On August 15, 2020 we ask all our communities to
celebrate with thewr jubilarians. We will receive a special video tribute prepared by Jim
Price. We are grateful for the years of service and inspiration our men have offered to the
community and the world!

* Province Zoom Meeting on Jamaica Retreat House — Wednesday August 12, 2020, 3-5
pm — All province members and staffs are welcome to join the call.

¢ Province Virtual Assembly — We would like to host an assembly meeting of all province
members on Thursday October 15, 2020. More information to follow.

Finally, we are filled with gratitude that all the men of the Jamaica community are, as of this week,

now back home. The long hard road of the COVID crisis has, at least for now, eased, and our
brothers have returned. Please offer a prayer of thanksgiving to God!
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Fr. Jim O"Shea, CP
Provincial
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Queridos hermanos, asociados y amigos:

Espero que disfruten de un tiempo para la renovacion este verano, a pesar de todo lo gque agobia a nuestra
familia humana. Queria compartir contigo informacion importante.

Luis Daniel Guivas, después de pasar un verano en Atlanta y haber completado tres afios de teologia,
comenzara ahora un afio pastoral. Durante este afno, Daniel se sumergira en las vivencias del Crucificado de
Hoy. Estara ministrando en Haiti (3 meses), en la frontera de México con las Hermanas Pasionistas (3 meses)
y en Nueva York estudiando las obras de Thomas Berry y la enciclica Laudato 51, ademas de ayudar con el
cuidado de nuestros hermanos enfermos. (3 meses). Oren por €] mientras profundiza su solidandad con el
Crucificado de hoy.

Cristian Martinez Montalvo paso su verano en MNueva York alimentando a los hambrientos y esta
programado para comenzar sus estudios en CTU en septiembre.

Se espera que Samuel Joseph, quien profeso sus pnimeros votos como miembro de nuestra provincia el 4 de
julio de 2020 en Meéxico, venga a Jamaica Nueva York para comenzar sus estudios de inglés en 5t. John's
University este otofio.

Jonathan Ramos comenzo su afo de Noviciado en Mexico junto con tres jovenes de nuestra Mision Haitiana,
Daniel Cadet, Saverno Borsa, Adenald Fleury. 5S¢ unen a novicios de México y Repablica Dominicana.
John Gonzialez, nativo de Puerto Rico, comenzara un tiempo formal de discernimiento con la Provincia este
otofio comenzando con varios meses en Jamaica, Nueva York, haciendo estudios de idiomas y algo de trabajo
inicial con la comunidad.

Edwin Moran se unira a la comumidad de Jamaica, Nueva York este mes. Mantenemos a Edwin en nuestras
oraciones ¥ le deseamos lo mejor en el comienzo de una nueva etapa de vida y ministerio.

Anibal Rodriguez fue nombrado parroco de la parroquia de Santa Gema, Carolina, PR por el arzobispo
Roberto Gonzilez. Ofrecemos a Anibal nuestro apoyo continuo por todo lo que hace por la comunidad.

Carlos Rodriguez fue nombrado Administrador de la Parroquia La Piedad. Carolina, PR por el Arzobispo
Gonzilez. Muchas bendiciones para Carlos.

Michael Salvagna se unira a la comunidad en Scranton, PA. Acompanamos a Michael con nuestras oraciones
y apoyo fraterno.




Fechas importantes:

* Celebraciones del Jubileo de la Provincia - El 15 de agosto de 2020 pedimos a todas nuestras
comunidades que celebren con sus jubilares. Recibiremos un video tributo especial preparado por Jim
Price. jEstamos agradecidos por los afios de servicio e mspiracion que nuestros hombres han ofrecido
a la comunidad y al mundo!

* Reunion de Zoom de la Provincia en la Casa de Retiros de Jamaica - Miércoles 12 de agosto de
2020, 3-5 pm - Todos los miembros y el personal de la provincia son bienvenidos a unirse a la llamada.

* Asamblea Virtual de la Provincia - Nos gustaria albergar una reunion de la asamblea de todos los
miembros de la provincia el jueves 15 de octubre de 2020. Mas mformacion a continuacion.

Finalmente, estamos llenos de gratitud porque todos los hombres de la comunidad de Jamaica estan, a partir
de esta semana, ahora de regreso a casa. El largo y duro camino de la cnsis de COVID se ha aliviado, al menos
por ahora, ¥ nuestros hermanos han regresado. jOfrezea una oracion de accion de gracias a Dios!

En JXP,
= I

Jhm O'Shea, CP
Provincial




Video commemorating the 70th, 60th, 50th and 25th jubilees of our vowed
members of St. Paul of the Cross Province.

PROVINCE OF ST. PAUL OF THE CROSS

Because we could not gather to celebrate these jubilees at our annual Assembly due to the pandemic,
this video is a way for us as a province to mark this significant milestone for these men and to public-
ly acknowledge their vocation and dedication. Fr. Tim Fitzgerald, C.P. was gracious enough to record a

reflection on the meaning of this day in the name of all the jubilarians. As always, his eloquence and
warmth continue to inspire us.

To see Video Click HERE


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLsWlpVcKjo&feature=youtu.be

KEEP CALM
AND STAY POSITIVE

~ Letter from the S'upﬂ'mr reneral to the Passionist Fmil‘_g’ -

As I walked among the small crowd of people bhere m Rome yesterday afteowoon, I noticed the
sigm om the T-shirt of a oung man: EEEF CALM AND STAY POSITIVE. Mot 2 bad message,
I thowght, for these tmves — but it is a big ask!

In ooy last letter, ENOOURAGEMENT IMN TRYIMG TIMES, I reflected a litfle abont “Yivey sn bope™
... and we pmst contisme not o lose hope, withont which o= canmot Feeep calm and sty positiee’.
But, for bow moch lopger? Tt seems like onr hopes hare been dashed' Mo sooner hawe e
weathered the stoom camsed by the Cowvid-19 pandemic with promasing kopes that oe've pot things
nnder cootrol, them like 2 tsomami 2 Second ware’ af the Cowid-19 wims (more devastatng tham
the frst] wreaks bamoe — compomnded by other natnral :nd man-made desasters (il the
devastrimg chemiral explosion in Beimat]. Mot so sasy to kb code sad oy foroe” m thess
circnmsiances of o keep on clingines to the anchor of hope

The coromavim: pandemic has hashbshted the fact that everyone m the wodd fuces “stooms’ m
Efe. Mo ome is immuome from the pain difficuities and trols that is part of life. Thes pandemice is
oo particniir ‘stoom’ which == are correndly battimg m Efe

I this letter, I wizh to share wath yon some insights and reflections based on the Gospel stooy of
Jerus valking on the stommy water and inerting Peter to dio w0 also — M 14: 7233

migs Baitiing with o beavy saa, for rhere mas o beaduind "

In these lines we hare 2 pood symbolzm for Bfe and it vicissrmdes Life iz Bee sailing on the hisgh
sexs. As we grow up, we leave the safe shore and pradually sail farther and fGrther ont to sea And
that’s where we meet with storms, sooog winds, and heasy s=as. .. problems, diffirnities and tals.
But it is imporant that we npdestand and reflect on the meaning and phice of problems in life
Crtherwise, we are bonnd to be terrified like the diseiples and stot “seeing phosts" where teere is
oaly Jesns “walking on the wrater™.

Problem: are part of kving and prowing. They are
opportunities for growth and iowitations to grow.
Whils we nzimrally look for solobons to oo
prohlems, we bnow fom life's expenence that thers
are somee prodilems which canmot be soloed. In thess
wmations, rrther than becommg disconraped, lowmg
faith or complaiming, the more healthser and helpfnl
way of looking at problems is to see them as
oppartamities for groecth and iowittions to grow.
Comnld it be that when we become too complacent
or comforable that natare — and God — il o’
m: 1o mowe on by ‘potting a bomb nnder ws” in the




Sagperaie Cieneral's Lethes b the Pastemt Farrely ."u!-!l:l Calm and 5 e i Poustite

form of pooblems? Problems are God’s and nxture’s way of making us grow. They are invitations
and reminders of onr eall to pror.

It is troe that some problems are created by onrselves thromgh our oon Gult, neglipence or theer
malice. We may bare deviated from God's plan and that's when tromble: bepiz: we lose ouz way.
The problem: that come in this way are m reality reminder: and waming= that we are on the wroog
tmack oz beading in the wroap direction and that we had better retace onr séz2ps and go back to
the oopinal path or alze we lose onr way. The call i to change — if not the simation, then opeself
Your change is prowth.

There is oo doubt that the problem of Cowmd-1% has sepously disturbed s in s0 many ways. Like
the dizciples in the midst of the stoom, we are frightened and temified and perthaps even start to
see ‘ghosty’. But this sort of distarbance is an inseparable companion of groemg. In gro=mg, we
leave one familor stape where we enjoy at-homeness” and enter 2 pew and unfamaliar stape. It is
nxtaral to fee lost and distrbed in onfimabiar proonds. Bat the distorbanee is an indication that
we have entered 2 new, higher stage of srowth. The disturhance that we suffer when we encoumtes
a problem i= 2 =gn that something new and wonderfol is king place or abont to ke place,
namely, that God has entered oux life and iz poinp to do somethmg beantifol Mow, when God
enters our life, we will be distorbed Becanze when God comes: ioto omr life, He does o to
rearmange i, and rearrangement doeys bongs with it nesrness and
the loss of famaliarty. But, when the rearmngement is doae by God
Himzelf we can be wure the resmnit will be beantifial

e can pet assumance of this m the exmple of Mary. When God
entered Mary™s life the too was disturhed — “dead diverbnd™ —
acconding to Laoke 1229, Eut sthe was mmediately meassured: "Tw
act be gfrsid, Mory. Yow Aeve fowmd favear i Gragd T eyer. . " (o 30). God
entered Mary's wodd to reanange her life plans; that is why she
was distarbed. But the resnlt was even more bexntifnl than her oon
already beantifial odgmal plan She had found faroar with God, e,
she bad become God's frvourite. Similardy, when o are disinobed
by our problems, let us poayerfnlly reflert and discern God™s
imtersention and fnd Gvour in God’s epes.

B problems alo brong pain, which lilke problems. iz a sign of proacth. . either 2 3zn that one is
growing, or a tgn (3 wammg) that one most grow. The following stary by Ehalil Gibran (“The

Owe day w0 gysterr peve compersing on the seashore. The frrrt syster zavd 1o the
stber, "W ar fo me! There i1 sowwetbong very beavy and pavnisl watken me. I conmort
juems, I cammat J.':-.-:__:r The secomd ayster so5d, «Thamks fo the beavens awd to the
ses! There 55 mothing beavy awd parnful wotbin me 1 com juod and I cow play. 3
A furie, bich par 1bew passing ¥y, sverdesrd ihetr comversaiion and satd fo the
second oyriey, aXes, of o frwe. There o5 wotbing beavy awd parnful wetbin you, 1o
You oW juewd amd play, sl T weagbbsar — Mheve o someitiny beavy awd
parnfed peiten bev, 19 she comwor fummd, she cawnot piay. BI'J‘[.I'M_IJ'EH ther: that
:m.:"'iu'.g beavy swd paowful prthew ber i1 #he pearl that s growimg 3



Sameeruye Ciereril's Lethes by the Pasdcmet Faovely EM:I!EP Calos amd :I'.1.'.' Posatize

The pam cansed by the problems that you cacry can be a sign that the ‘pead” within you i
FIOTING. . VO ADE PIOWILT imbo 3 persom

the presemt ssmation of the pandemic many people, melnding onrselres, bave foond it extremely
diffiralt to cope, to hope and to beliere Perhaps ve have comphmed that (rod has foralken oz,
and precisely when we need Him most. However, the revealed Word of God, and owr FPaswaomnist
spirtuality, assmoes ws that there is absolofely no chanee of God ever abandonmg ns, especally m

our darkest momenss:

o § sl il mar farger yoi.
Lady, T lawe cogeeved vou
o che padvees of oy S w
(I 4%:15-16)

¢l ko dhe workd w0 mmed
rhay Hr gave Hw ook Sow
sty whorver bedieves de Heam
ey @l e kosr b oray have cocmal v e
(Tad:d&)

KEEP CALM
AND STAY POSITIVE.
TWhen the heavy sea and the headwinds become fophtening, listen to that moice behind the stoom,

ot from within the stomy: “Coveage, i ir I De aer br giveas " Or when yon find vourself unkine like
Peter, cry out bee hiny: “T ond, sope s’

'¢' Ird WHAT WAYTS CaAN THISE CURRERT FROBLEM HE AR
GPPORTUNITY POR GROWTH FOR YOU?

£ 1N WHAT WAYS 15 GO0 ASKING YOU TO GROW BECAUSE OF THIS
PROBILERM™

£ CAM YOU FINDG IT IN ¥YOU TO THANE GOD POR THIS PROBLEM , AS
AN OPFPORTUNITY PFOR GROWTHT
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DISTURB US, O LORD

Eisfurb us, O bord
when we are too Wwell-plzased With oorecslves;
whan our drcama have soms tros
beaanas we dreamad too little:

when we have arrived in aafety
bocamuass Wz sasiled too closs to the skara.

Sisfurb us, O bord
when With the abondanas of thinges Wwo poaazas
Wiz have loat car thirat for the water of bifs;
whan, having fallen in love with "I"imﬁ.
we have acaned fo dream of Etarnity;
and in oar efforfa to baild new earth
havz allowed oar vision for the Mew Hzaven

to grow dim.

&tir os, O bord
fo darzs morz boldly,
fo vertors on the Wider asaa.,
where atorma shall show Thy Mastery,

where loaing aight of land
wg ahall find the ataras.
In the namsz of Him

who pashed bask the horisona aof car hopes
and invited the bravs to follow Him.

dmen.

Saperaod CGeneral
10 Auguss 200



