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My dear Brothers and Sisters of the Passionist Family,

 The publication of this Sixteenth Bulletin of the Configuration of Jesus Crucified coincides with the very 
significant period of the Corona Virus pandemia. This event has changed the face of the world. We have been 
deluged with an endless torrent of commentaries, reflections, videos, video chat apps, e-mail, etc. Much of it 
to the point, some of it not very accurate.

 I will dispense with adding one more commentary to the lot; I recognize that the confinement, the 
isolation, and the social distancing have begun to lessen, and we have much to reflect on in personal, familial, 
ecclesial and social settings.

 In the context of the Jubilee celebrating 300 years since the founding of our Congregation, we did not 
imagine nor suspect that many of our projects, plans and initiatives would have to be rescheduled, or 
suspended. For example, the Pilgrimage of the Icon and Reliquary of St. Paul of the Cross; in our 
Configuration there were many creative initiatives to keep from frustrating those who had planned events 
around these symbols.

 Our General Superior, Fr. Joachim Rego, C.P., offered us a precious resource in his Circular Letter to the 
Passionist Family, “A Pentecost Reflection.” It helped us to strengthen our faith and be sensitive to the 
consoling and loving presence of God at this moment.

 We were able to find a common pulse beat in sharing some of the writings of our Founder which were 
especially relevant for this time: “Physical solitude is good, as long as it is qualified by prayer and a holy life. 
Much better, however, is the solitude of the heart, the interior desert in which your spirit might become 
immersed in God.”. …“In difficult moments, one must rely on spiritual weapons: faith, confidence in God, 
and a profound humility of heart”. …

   “The path to follow in order to grow in our relationship with God when we are tested in body or mind is to 
seek the strength that comes from doing God's will.” … “God has given you a life which will end; a life which 
is rich in all that is good, without your understanding how this happens. Be grateful to God, give glory and 
honor to Him alone.”

 I have no doubt that during this time we were made more aware of being Schools of Prayer for the many 
persons who came to feel the overwhelming silence, and the richly dominant silence of our life-style carried 
out at the feet of the Crucified, with whom we shall rise with greater strength.
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The Province (State) of Cabo Delgado is located in northern Mozambique, Africa. It is here that we 
Passionist missionaries from the Getsemani Province have ministered since January 5, 2001. More 
specifically, we are in the Diocese of Pemba, and we have provided pre-novitiate formation, and parish 
ministry in Saint Augustine Parish.

The Cabo Delgado Province, although very poor, has significant natural resources and mineral 
wealth. There is on-going competition on the part of certain multinational entities that focus on the 
exploitation of these resources; obviously with a view to self-enrichment. Although there is a lot of wealth in 
the Province, the population is still destitute and has high unemployment.

In the last three years, the Diocese of Cabo Delgado Province has suffered from repeated and bloody 
attacks that have destabilized the entire northern region of the Province. At present, these attacks have 
become more extensive and more violent; they are destroying the business establishments and the 
headquarters of the following districts: Mocímboa da Praia (home of our religious, Daniel Agostinho, CP), 
Palma, Macomia (home of the Passionist student, Agostinho José Justino), Quissanga, Nangade, 
Mwindube and Ibo. Fires have been set to families' homes, leaving them with nothing. These attacks are 
causing fear, uncertainty, insecurity, loss of control, and aimlessness. The population has seen its dreams 
and outlook for the future crushed. Many families have lost everything and now have nowhere to lay their 
heads. Day by day their suffering increases as families undertake a new exodus, crossing numerous dense 
forests and rivers, in search of shelter, food, basic conditions, refuge and security. The local Church, under 
the direction of its pastor, Dom Luiz Fernando Lisboa, CP, has been helping many people selflessly through 
the local Caritas de Pemba and the Cemirde (Episcopal Commission for migrants, refugees and displaced 
persons).

The main causes for these attacks are still a mystery, although there are several hypotheses that try to 
explain what is going on; unfortunately they remain simply faceless suppositions; which is why people are 
increasingly giving way to an abysmal despair.

Currently, under the present Pandemic Covid-19, the situation is getting worse, because people do 
not know whether they will die from attacks or the pandemic. In fact, one of the health recommendations is 
that people stay at home. The question arises: what houses should people stay in, if their homes were 
vandalized and set fire to by the perpetrators of this evil? The people are at a crossroads and know of no way 
to a solution.

There is a faceless terrorism decimating the lives of the poor
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The presence of the Church with its many different Religious Congregations has been a great relief and hope 
for the poor people because they see the bishop, priests and religious missionaries working hard to extend the love 
of Jesus Christ to those who suffer, and by helping the poor. It is understood that our thinking is not simply to 
provide assistance; rather Christ himself taught us “to feed those who suffer from hunger, to feed the thirsty, to 
welcome foreigners, to clothe the naked, and to visit the sick and those in prison” (Mt 25, 35-36). For this reason, 
dear friends, it is undeniable that the experience in Pemba is painful and very challenging, but at the same time 
these challenges have taught us something. They have made real the sense of being Passionist companions of St. 
Paul of the Cross here in Mozambique. This gives our hearts hope and courage because we realize that in the face of 
human suffering there is a great truth and wisdom: There is no Resurrection without the Passion. What has 
motivated us a lot as we stand with the crucified of today is our battle cry: “Remember the Passion of Jesus Christ.” 
Therefore, Brothers, we encourage you to not be afraid of taking up our Passionist Mission, and not to abandon the 
crucified ones, because we are committed to going where no one else wants to go. Our battle cry cannot be 
meaningless, being passionate for the Passion is not a dream, but a witness and a commitment to be missionary 
disciples of Christ, called and sent to proclaim the Gospel to the poor.

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit descend upon us so that in this time of Pandemic and violence we may 
always be confident in the Lord, and have the courage to respond to our vocation and mission to keep and to spread 
the memory of the Pasion of Jesus Christ. Let us make the Church a way out of these conflicts by our caring for the 
wounded and crucified victims around us.

A fraternal embrace,

Fr. Armindo Baltazar, CP
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 A Shrine is, above all, a place that commemorates God's powerful action in history. It is a gathering place 
already foreshadowed by the meeting tent of the people of God as they walked through the desert. The Shrine is the 
visible sign that proclaims, to all generations, how great is God's love; and it is a witness to the fact that He first 
loved us. As a school for prayer, it stretches our ability to trust in the mystery of God's initiative. Every Shrine 
reminds us that the Church is born out of God's initiative and that this initiative must be welcomed by us as a pure 
gift. Shrines remind us of whom we serve, they speak of our own identity, and they invite us to rediscover our 
baptismal mission.
 Three aspects stand out in the dynamic life of Shrines: Shrine as a privileged place of the Word, of the 
sacramental encounter and of ecclesial communion.As a privileged place of the Word - The Shrine, where the Word 
is heard to resonate, is the place of the covenant, where God confirms his people by declaring God's faithfulness. It 
is there to light the way for those on pilgrimage, and to console those who seek comfort. It is the always energized 
antenna of the Good News.
 As a place of sacramental encounter - It is in Reconciliation and the Eucharist that the Word operates 
through concerted and effective action. The pilgrim often arrives at the Shrine seeking the grace of forgiveness; the 
Shrine helps the pilgrim to be open with the Father, who is rich in mercy. Through the richness of its liturgical 
celebrations of the sacraments, the Shrine communicates the faith of the Church and contributes to an enriching 
formation in the faith, thus exercising its mission to nurture and educate the people of God. It is a School of faith.
And finally, as a place of ecclesial communion - Regenerated by the Word and the sacraments, those who came to 
the Shrine as "dead stones" become "living stones". The Shrine has its own charism of strengthening, renewing and 
promoting ecclesial communion. It is our Meeting tent.
 In the light of our charism, we must welcome these places that the Lord has entrusted to us with a spirit of 
gratitude. They are temples known to be where people come in their profound search for the experience of God. 
That experience emanates from the signs associated with the Shrine: miracles; the example of the life of some holy 
person; devotion to Our Lady; the presence of the Congregation as a witness and its legacy of holiness; and still 
many other signs. Somehow, God chose to single out these places. Our mission is to collaborate with God's plan, so 
that the signs of salvation actively present in a Shrine can help the people of God to live this mystery of God's power 
and presence. The first to believe, to accept the undertaking, to be enthusiastic in this ministry, are we ourselves. In 
the Shrines, our realities meet, especially in the face of the enormous challenge of evangelizing where God Himself 
chose to communicate his love.
 A Shrine's Evangelization Program cannot be equated with the pastoral work of a parish or community. 
They are different dynamics. Each carries out its specific mission and vocation within the Church. In places where 
these realities co-exist, there is a great challenge. Both are essential and must carry out their own mission without 
deviating from their specific missions.
Three aspects must be manifest in the pastoral dynamics of the Shrines entrusted to us: prayer, formation, and 
service to the poor.
 Place of prayer - Our Shrines are called, by vocation, to proclaim the Word of the Cross in abundance, with 
clear and objective preaching, above all in the celebration of the Eucharist. Special attention, should also be given 
to the celebration of Penance, spiritual direction and in counseling others.
Popular religiosity has a privileged place in the Shrines, which says: “Shrines are privileged locations for 
evangelizing and expressing the popular religiosity of the faithful; it is a way to raise awareness of the meaning of 
belonging in Christ, out of which the dignity common to all is born” (Doc. V CELAM, 37).
Additionally: “Shrines, should prudently strive to appreciate and value the people's forms of religious expression. 
They are rich forms of expression, have expressive symbols, and can provide the Sacred Liturgy with a creative 
dynamism” (III CELAM, Puebla 46).

SHRINES, CENTERS FOR DIFFUSING 
THE PASSIONIST CHARISM:

Places of prayer, cultural formation, 
and service to the poor.
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 A place for Cultural Formation - “Don't forget the artistic soul of our people. Whenever possible, provide 
opportunities to hold folkloric events and express the popular culture” (Estatuto e Diretrizes do Conselho de Reitores 
de Santuários do Brasil, pag. 13). Historical research undertaken for a Shrine will help to renew its original 
structures, both in expressing its culture, which is very typical of each region, and in restoring the elements of 
popular religiosity. I remember an example given by Dom Walmor, Archbishop of Belo Horizonte, on the cultural 
dynamics inherent in Shrines:“ Wherever an organ is installed in a church, it is understood that a music school will be 
born there.”
 Shrines as places of service to the poor - As centers which radiate our Passionist charism, our Shrines are 
promoters of human dignity, in its different expressions, such as the defense of life in all its stages, the welcome given 
to those who come to us with emergency needs, providing psychological support when called for, etc., within the 
social context of each city or state. It is also worth remembering to allocate part of the Shrine collection to maintain 
and assist projects created or linked in some way to our Shrines.
Saint Paul of the Cross teaches us that “the name of Jesus is written on the forehead of the poor”. This way of acting 
and relating with people in need, must permeate a Shrine's pastoral religious personnel so that pilgrims will be 
encouraged to become aware of their mission to transform society.

Fr. Alex Antonio Favarato, CP.
Rector of the Shrine of St. Paul of the Cross - BH
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Report on the visit of the Jubilee Icon
in the Cristo Rey Province

Report on the visit of the Jubilee Icon to the St. Paul of the 
Cross Community, La Peña, San Francisco de Macorís, 
Dominican Republic.
On Monday, March 16, the reliquary was welcomed into the 
Seminary Chapel. Following a moment of prayer for the 
religious community, the reliquary was taken to the parish of 
St. Aloysius (San Luis Gonzaga), in El Cercado, where the 
faithful were introduced to the life of St. Paul of the Cross, and 
Mass was celebrated with Fr. Provincial presiding. The 
reliquary was kept at the parish until Wednesday, March 18, 
when it was taken to the residence of the Passionist Sisters in 
Los Peralejos. We must comment that, in spite of the 
anticipated risks of the coronavirus, there was a substantial 
participation of the faithful who, devoutly and joyfully, 
venerated the relics of our Holy Founder.

Report on the visit of the Jubilee Icon to the Community of 
Our Lady of Peace 
On March 19, the Jubilee Icon and the reliquary of St. Paul of 
the Cross arrived at the Community of Our Lady of Peace. 
Although various activities had been planned to venerate our 
Founder both in the parishes and in the Academies, these 
events had to be cancelled because of the regulations given by 
the Dominican authorities in response to the coronavirus risks. 
On this account, the Jubilee symbols were kept at the chapel of 
the Religious Community until the 23rd of May, when their 
journey was resumed to visit the other Passionist 
Communities around the world.

The Icon at Filo de Caballos, Guerrero, México
In the afternoon of Sunday, March 8, the Jubilee Icon arrived 
in the state of Guerrero. It was received at Holy Cross (Santa 
Cruz) Parish, in the town of Filo de Caballos, by Fr. Mario 
Felipe Quiroga Venegas. The Icon and reliquary remained in 
the parish church for the veneration of the faithful. At noon, on 
the next day, March 9, there was a Mass celebrated with the 
participation of a considerable number of persons who came 
from the many outlying towns and ranches to join in the 
celebration. Their spirit of faith and devotion was notable. 
They entered into the celebration of the 3rd Centenary with 
prayers for the intercession of St. Paul of the Cross in their 
lives.
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Report on the Jubilee Icon in Escandón
The welcome to the Jubilee Commemorative Symbols took 
place on March 12, at 5 p.m., in the streets adjacent to the Holy 
Spirit (Espíritu Santo) Parish. They were taken in procession 
to the Church in a moving wave of faithful which was inspired 
by the music, dance and costumes of traditional “chinelos” 
who let the neighbors know that St. Paul of the Cross had 
arrived.On arrival at the parish church, Mass was celebrated 
and the relics venerated. On Saturday, March 14, the symbols 
were taken to the Generalate of the Passionist Sisters, C.F.P., 
who gave thanks to God for having called for the Passionist 
Charism in the Church in order to keep alive the memory of 
Jesus Crucified.In the afternoon of March 15, the symbols 
were taken by the Provincial Superior to the Passionist 
Communities of the Dominican Republic. ¡Viva San Pablo de 
la Cruz!

Report on the presence of the Jubilee Icon in the St. Joseph 
(San José) Community, Mexico City.
From the 10th to the 12th of March, we welcomed the 
reliquary of St. Paul of the Cross and the Jubilee Icon to our 
community. During these days we celebrated the Eucharist, 
we shared reflections on the topic “Paul of the Cross, a 
Contemplative of Calvary,” and enjoyed fraternal encounters 
with our laity and the Sisters.We summarized the spirit of this 
visit to our Community as: “We Passionists, at the 300 year 
anniversary of our founding, wish to renew our mission by 
recalling the charismatic experience of our Founder. As did St. 
Paul of the Cross, we wish to be good news for the human 
family, especially for those brothers and sisters who, due to 
failures to understand them, and due to their suffering, have 
been drawn more closely into the Passion of Jesus Christ.”

Report on the presence of the Icon and reliquary in 
Cuernavaca
From March 5 to 8, the Community of Saint Gabriel of the 
Sorrowful Mother, Cuernavaca, Morelos, welcomed the visit of the 
Commemorative Jubilee Icon and the reliquary of St. Paul of the 
Cross. The symbols were welcomed by the religious and the laity 
who work at the Spirituality Center. On Saturday, March 7, the 
Jubilee Symbols were taken to the parish of Our Lady of the Rosary 
(Nuestra Señora del Rosario), where the parishioners were eagerly 
waiting. Throughout the day, the parish pastoral groups led the 
liturgical services to commemorate the Jubilee. In the evening, a 
solemn Eucharist was celebrated. The next morning, March 8, the 
Icon was taken to the auditorium of the Passionist Spiritual Center, 
where talks were given on the pillars of the Passionist charism, 
and Mass was celebrated.

Report on the visit of the Jubilee Icon to the Community of Blessed 
Isidore de Loor, Tequisquiapan, Querétaro.
At exactly 1:30 p.m., on March 2, Fathers Víctor Hugo A ́lvarez Hernań dez 
and A ́ngel Antonio Pe ́rez Rosa, accompanied by the novices, delivered the 
Jubilee Icon to the Community of Blessed Isidore de Loor, in 
Tequisquiapan, Qro. In the afternoon, together with the participation of the 
Comunidades Familiares Misioneras (Missionary Family Groups) and 
other laity of the places where ministry is carried out, a tableau of the life of 
St. Paul of the Cross was presented. Afterwards, there was the celebration 
of the Eucharist, with Father Alexander Ma ́rquez Olivares presiding, and 
accompanied by Fathers Celso Rami ́rez Leo ́n and Arturo Salvador 
Herrera. Fr. Salvador is the pastor of the parish of The Assumption of 
Mary.Following the celebration of the Mass, there was a family-style 
gathering to celebrate this important anniversary.



Report on the presence of the Icon in the Blessed Dominic 
Barberi Community, El Pueblito, Querétaro
On February 28, the Blessed Dominic Barberi Community 
welcomed the Commemorative Icon and reliquary. The 
reception of the Jubilee Symbols took place before a large 
number of the faithful, who walked in procession around the 
walls of the cloister, and concluded with the celebration of the 
Eucharist. At the end of Mass, opportunity was given for the 
faithful to venerate the relics of St. Paul of the Cross.
The next day, the symbols were taken to the towns where the 
novices have weekly pastoral activities, "El Garruñal,” "El 
Milagro,” and “Apapátaro.” On Sunday, March 1, the Icon and 
reliquary were taken to the monastery of the Passionist Nuns, 
where they remained for several hours. Finally, they were 
taken to the Colegio Vasco de Quiroga, in Celaya, Guanajuato, 
were the Passionist Sisters and the school community were 
able to honor the symbols of the Jubilee.

COMUNIDAD INMACULADA E INSTITUTO 
POSSENTI - CIUDAD DE MÉXICO 3 DE MARZO 
Arribaron las insignias a la Comunidad “postulantado”. 
Posteriormente, fueron llevadas al monasterio de Nuestra 
Señora de la Consolación, de las monjas agustinas, para la 
celebración de la Eucaristía. La mañana del 4 de marzo, la 
comunidad educativa del Instituto Francisco Possenti se 
reunió en el patio para rendir homenaje a San Pablo de la Cruz. 
Comenzaron con una procesión con el Icono y la Reliquia. Al 
llegar al sitio ambientado para su veneración, pasaron los 
alumnos a ofrecerle una flor: trescientas flores representando 
los trescientos años. Posteriormente, otros alumnos portaron 
banderas de los países donde la Congregación está presente, 
mientras se realizaba un performance sobre la vida de san 
Pablo de la Cruz. Terminado el homenaje, las insignias fueron 
llevadas al salón de actos donde se había preparado una galería 
con imágenes de los santos Pasionistas. Ahí, los alumnos y 
maestros tuvieron la oportunidad de venerar la memoria de 
San Pablo de la Cruz.

Report on the visit of the Commemorative Icon to the 
Community of Our Lady of Perpetual Help (Comunidad 
del Perpetuo Socorro) in Guadalajara, Jalisco.

From the 25th to the 28th of February, 2020, the 
Commemorative Jubilee Icon and reliquary visited our 
Community of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Guadalajara, 
Jalisco.. On their arrival, a procession wound through the 
streets neighboring the parish church, with a large number of 
the faithful taking part. Throughout these days there were 
various and different religious activities (prayers, Masses), and 
social/artistic performances (dance festival, choral concerts). 
Besides the visit to our religious community, the Jubilee 
symbols were also taken to the Instituto Alberici, an academy of 
the Passionist Sisters, where the educational community 
warmly welcomed and honored the symbols of the Passionist 
Jubilee.
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Holy Cross Province Responds to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

Our Passionist Family around Holy Cross Province has reached out through online 
services, including Masses, prayer services and virtual retreats, and each responding to 
the needs of their local community through outreach programs.

Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat Center

When California's Governor instituted the stay at 
home order for the state, Mater Dolorosa closed 
the retreat center to in-person gatherings. In 
response, Director Michael Cunningham and the 
retreat center staff opened their hearts and their 
kitchen, establishing a food ministry to feed those 
in need in their local communit

The National Catholic Reporter highlighted Mater 
Dolorosa's food ministry in an article published on May 
5, 2020. 

Click here to read the full article. 
https://www.ncronline.org/news/coronavirus/catholic-
ministries-step-food-insecurity-skyrockets-across-
usep-food-insecurity-skyrockets-across-us
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Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center - Houston, Texas

Holy Name retreat center was closed when the state of Texas issued a stay at home order. The 
retreat center produced a video to let their retreatants and the local community know that they 
a r e  m i s s e d ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  l o v e d .  Wa t c h  t h e  v i d e o  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e .
https://passionist.org/you-are-loved-holy-name-passionist-retreat-center/

Holy Name Passionist Retreat Center reached out to the local first responders to see what they 
needed. In response, some of the board members and staff at Holy Name made face masks for 
the local police department. The masks were very much appreciated!

Ministry Vision Fulfillment Team

The Ministry Vision Fulfillment Team produced a video 
highlighting some of the ministerial outreach from our 
Passionist Family in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Watch the video on our website. https://passionist.org/living-
into-the-alleluia/

The Passionist Earth & Spirit Center
Louisville, Kentucky

The Passionist Earth & Spirit Center is offering 
several spiritual resources during the COVID-19 
pandemic, including mindfulness and meditation 
for adults and children. Please visit the Earth & 
Spirit Center's website to see the variety of offerings 
available.
https://www.earthandspiritcenter.org/programs/spi
ritual-support/spiritual-resources-for-covid-19/

Class of 2020

Chicago, Illinois

Congratulations to Passionist student, Soohoon Hur! Soohoon graduated magna cum 
laude from DePaul University with a Bachelor of Arts degree.
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St. Paul of the Cross Province

"Passion Matters" a multi-media platform about what matters to you by 
Edward Beck, C.P. 

There have been few blessings from the pandemic of Covid-19. However, a rebounding of the 
environment may be one. From clearer skies to purer waters the global pause has allowed us to see 
what happens when humankind stops busi-ness as usual, and nature is rebalanced. In this 
conversation Dianne Bergant, CSA, an Old Testament scripture scholar, shares with Edward Beck, 
CP why she is passionate about ecology and our shared responsibility for our common home. (They 
also talk about a few other things like the role of women in the Church and...haircuts during time of 
quarantine?).

Lessons from the 3rd Sunday of Easter, and the 17th Sunday of Covid 19 
in Haiti by Fr Richard Frechette C.P. DO 

Dear family and friends, I was as frozen as a deer in a headlight when she called me a 
killer. She screamed it repeatedly at me with all her might, her neck veins and eyes bulging and 
deforming her face. She spit at me and missed, and spit again, right in Raphael's face.I thought 
to myself, this doesn't feel anything like Easter. Her 18 year old sister, Sonja, had just died in our 
COVID 19 wing at St Luke Hospital 

I had just finished my nightly visits with the patients there.  We are dealing with some very powerful forces 
these days:the deadly nature of this new, unknown and changing virus;the severe, panic-generated "psychosis" the 
illness is causing at all levels; the explosive encounter between evidence based medicine and traditional beliefs in the 
spirit world; the fierce distrust of the government, of news media, of the Health Ministry; and the serious detriments 
caused by politicizing the Coronavirus tragedy over and over again. 

Given all of the above, I totally understood this woman's rage. She, her sister, her family were victims of the 
limits of what we could do medically for Sonja because of tight isolation restrictions, and at the same time, the family 
was not allowed to break the quarantine, and seek a mystical cure for Sonja's illness, which they desperately wanted 
to do. Sonja was very sick, she was what is called co-morbid (sick with more than one illness). 

Now Sonia was dead. Worse still, her COVID test came back negative, after a delay of 4 days between test 
request and result, finally arriving 5 hours after her death. The timing felt like hell itself was mocking us and jeering at 
us. It was a fist full of salt being thrown into all open wounds. 
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The hatred rolled over me in painful waves. I understood immediately that the only possible response was silence, 
which would not give the hatred any chance to multiply or spread, by engaging in arguments, self defenses or excuses. 

The first word that the Risen Jesus speaks, whenever he appears to his disciples, is always "peace." What a beautiful 
wish, and what a heavy burden must be born to achieve it. The human refusal of the burden (the work) of peace, is what makes 
peace so elusive. 

I thought of the Reverend portrayed in Elizabeth Goudge's novel called ‘‘The Dean's Watch’’. She describes his way of 
dealing with evil as staring it down, and absorbing it in unflinching gaze of meditation, until all the evil is totally knocked out of 
the situation, and tightly fastens itself upon him. 

He becomes the sponge to absorb it. 
(Jesus warned that expelled evil jumps into the closest clueless bystander, unless there is a spiritual showdown waged 

by those fully prepared to wage it.) Having absorbed the venom, which is the very life of evil, the Reverend then offers the 
carcass of evil to God, and by grace, he becomes freed and healed, and a closer friend of God (a saint). 

We seem now to be estranged from Easter. 
Certainly, for none of our COVID patients, does this feel like Easter. Dormond is 20 years old and is ghastly sick, He is 

confirmed positive for the dread virus. He knows this, but he is convinced he is possessed by the zombi of someone who died of 
the virus. (This is his own description.) He is a really personable. You can't help but like what is left of him. You can't help but 
want to help, and cheer him on. Whenever anyone approaches, even thought it smothers him to do so, he scrambles for his mask 
so that WE won't get his illness. His lungs on XRAY are nearly whited out, he has full body swelling (anasarca), he is seeing 
devils and menacing spirits approach him to take his life, and he begs me to chase them off. So, among the other ways that we are 
taking the best possible critical care for Dormond (as our setting allows), I raise my arms and invoke the power of God, the 
angels and saints, as I chase away creatures invisible to me yet all too real to him, with the sign of the cross. 

"May the precious blood of Jesus stand between you and all harm!" 
My role to to try to tip the balance in his favor, in any way I can.(From the Catholic Creed. "I believe in all things visible 

and invisible.") 
It also doesn't feel like Easter for Claire. Her "house" in Cite Soleil was burned recently in the gang wars. She is a skin 

and bones fugitive with her four children. The oldest is 13. He is sitting right now, faithfully, in front of the St Luc Hospital, as 
close as isolation protocols will allow. Whenever we offer the skeletal Claire something to eat, she insists on sending the food 
first to her son, and she will eat what is left. I just fried them some chicken, and also gave her son a heavy bathrobe to keep him 
warm tonight, and some cardboard to sleep on (it's all we have). 

And so it is, for many people around the world, that Easter and Life don't line up very well. 
It happens often enough in life that the two kinds of time that mark our lives, chronos and kairos, don't line up. Chronos 

is the ticking of the clock and the turning of the calendar page, as the earth revolves around the sun, and around itself, and as the 
moon revolves around the earth. These three spins and two lights (one real and one borrowed) give birth to chronos. 

Kairos is God's time. It is about ripeness, and recognizing the decisive moments that require decisive action that shape 
destiny. Salvation or destruction. Kairos is about "getting it" when you never thought you would, and "getting it" at the very 
moment you most need to "get it", and being surprised at that WHAT you need to do becomes crystal clear WHEN you most 
need to do it. 

The alignment of chronos and kairos, when it happens, is how "the mysterious and the monumental" become incarnate 
in a few ticks of the clock, or a few spins of the earth. 

Pope Francis gave some meditations on how painful is the celebration of Easter this year. He said that maybe for the first 
time since apostolic times, we Christians are in a condition to fully understand the mystery of Holy Saturday: The earthy Jesus is 
dead, The glorified Jesus is not manifest, believers are sad, confused, afraid and don't know where to turn or what happens next. 
He goes on to say that the treasure of Easter is the hope born in the face of seeming emptiness. The hope of Easter, for better times 
and a better life, is a treasure. 

In the daily mass readings for Easter season, there is a pattern that is very precise and instructive. No one to whom Jesus 
appears, even the closest, knows who He is. They are first afraid, then attracted, then they converse with him (prayer), they ask 
him to stay with them, and then he does something, like share a fish or a piece of bread, and they recognize him. 

Old eyes of habit will never see him. New eyes will. And yet it seems the new vision starts with a strange kind of 
heartburn: "Weren't our hearts burning within us, while he spoke to us along the way, and explained the Scriptures to us?" (Luke 
24:32) Times are tough. Tougher than many have ever known. Faith is a gift. Hope is a gift. They are gifts for us. They are gifts 
for our time. My heart burns within me when I see how Dormond fights to live. My heart burns within me when he smothers 
himself with a mask to save me from his illness. My heart burns within me, when Claire sends the food I just bought for her, to 
her son to eat first. I know you know the feeling. From nature, from music, from art, from holy books, from human greatness 
(which is often anonymous). 

I wish you a blessed Easter, and the grace of these holy days. I offer my condolences for the sufferings of the present, in 
your part of the world, under your very roof. I wish for you courage and peace. And I thank you, as always, for your generous 
help as we continue our work, in season and out. 

Fr. Richard Frechette, C.P., D.O.; Port-au-Prince; April 28, 2020.
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Initiatives of the Province of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross in 
times of Pandemic

 
Our Religious Communities celebrated this year's Holy 
Week with a significant outpouring of faith. In light of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic, we came together to pray with due 
care as we are also learning to face the new challenge of 
Evangelizing from a distance. We are relearning the 
practical meaning of “domestic Church.”
In this context, our Communities have sought to 
evangelize through the use of social networks; they tried to 
make this Holy Week's celebration to be experienced with 
the same or greater intensity as when together, face-to-
face. The object of their outreach is still to make the 
Passion of Jesus known and loved by all of our brothers and 
sisters.

 The Provincial Meeting of the Formation Team 
was held on May 5, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon; and 

from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Provincial Meeting for SAV, 
May 27; 3 to 4 p.m.

 
On May 30 and 31, using Skype, the meeting of the 
Provincial with those in formation took place. The 
attendance at the meeting included the Provincial 
Superior, Fr. Giovanni, C.P.; the Master of Novices, 
Fr. José Roberto, C.P., and the men in formation 
from the Aspirant Community (Jequié – BA; 
Barbacena – MG); from the Postulancy (Cariacica – 
ES); from the Novitiate (São Luis de Montes Belos – 
GO) e from the Professed Student Community (Belo 
Horizonte – MG). During the meeting, the group 
reflected on how Passionists in formation are 
fulfilling their vocation in this time of Pandemic; 
and what benefits might come to fruition when faced 
with the challenge of evangelizing in the digital 
world.
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Priestly Ordination 
of Deacon Edson Terra da Silva, C.P.

May 16, 2020, the Liturgical Memorial of Santa Gema Galgani, Deacon Edson Terra da Silva, CP, was ordered by 
the imposition of the hands of Dom Aldemiro Sena dos Santos, Bishop of the Diocese of Guarabira (PB). The 
celebration was scheduled to take place in Colatina (ES), the native city of the payer, but for reasons of pandemic, 
anywhere in the presence of people, in the Parish Church of Our Lady of Piety (Arara / PB), location of his current 
Comunidad Religiosa.Estuvieron present: Fr Giovanni Cipriani, CP (Provincial Superior), Fr Aurélio Miranda, 
CP (Parish priest and Rector del Santuario del Padre Ibiapina, Fr Adilson Santana, CP; Fr. Lucas Piropo, CP and 
Fr. Ronaldo, CP (Provincia de Getsemaní.) The broadcast was broadcast on the social networks of the parish. We 
talked to Dios about the life of our brother Edson and we prayed for his life and his ministry.

The Passionist Family 
and the Amazonia Region

Dear Passionist Family,

As we know, the motto of the Church's Emergency Solidarity Campaign in Brazil is: “He saw, he felt 

compassion and he took care of him” (Lk 10, 33-34). “This is the time to care,” as we respond to the crisis 

of the pandemic, including the recent initiative:“ AMAZONIA NEEDS YOU,” which intends to relieve the 
needs of the Amazonian peoples, by calling on members of consecrated life and people of goodwill, to join 
forces and resources by becoming volunteers in this cause.
Thus, our Family, together in the heart of Christ Crucified, offered to help in this great need because we are 
in solidarity with our Common Home. We thank everyone for their generosity and ask for the intercession of 
our founders, Saint Paul of the Cross and Maria Maddalena Frescobaldi Capponi, that we may continue to 
proclaim the message of hope in our desire to do the will of God.

Sr. Denise Coutinho Gomes, C.P.,
Passionist Family Coordinator in Brazil

Configuration of Jesus Crucified  



Gethsemani Province

IN THE TIME OF A PANDEMIC: COUNTING ON THE FRATERNITY AMONG 
THE FORMATION COMMUNITIES

The isolation that imposes social distance to prevent the proliferation of COVID-19, means that our usual 
expressions of care and affection are suspended by the fear that constrains us and encourages a physical and 
emotional isolation. Our day-to-day activities such as working, studying , praying, leisure and entertainment were 
necessarily assigned to a virtual space. Although the advent of social networks and the internet brought virtual 
reality into contact with us, well before the crisis, we were not prepared. Now, we should examine this medium so 
that we do not replace our human, fraternal and religious relationships with only the virtual.

In consecrated religious life there is no difference in those dynamics that have restricted social contacts around us. 
Our religious life brings together aspirants, postulants, professed religious in initial formation and perpetually 
professed religious. Religious Superiors should be vigilant that the zealous care for the basic values t  hat constitute 
and give meaning to religious life are not jeopardized, although this is an anomalous situation. Thus, the 
Gethsemane Province, contrary to what most of the formation communities did in deciding to send their students 
on vacation, our formation team and the provincial council chose to maintain the formation activities under the 
direction of the respective leadership. The commitment to community life in the formation communities was 
expressed through activities that promoted prayer, formation values, practical responsibilities. Sharing groups 
were created to reflect on and discuss various contemporary issues.

For the first time, the student body from the Gethsemane Province connected all the formation houses using Skype 
technology, for an afternoon of dialogue and reflection on how the communities had creatively responded to the 
challenges of the pandemic. The meeting was held on May 31 and brought together about thirty students from the 
different formation stages: Aspirancy: Santa Gema Galgani Community of Campina Grande / PB; São José 
Community in Osvaldo Cruz / SP; and São Paulo da Cruz Community from the Nossa Senhora dos Pobres from 
the Pemba Community in Cabo Delgado Province - Mozambique - Africa. The Postulancy: Dom Helder Câmara 
Community of Camaragibe / PE; the Calvary Community of São Paulo / SP and São Gabriel Community of Nossa 
Senhora das Dores in the city of Arusha in Tanzania - Africa. The Novitiate: Santa Cruz Community of São Luís de 
Montes Belos / GO; and the Juniorate: São José and Nossa Senhora das Dores Community of Rio de Janeiro / RJ 
and São Vicente Maria Strambi Community of Morogoro in Tanzania. The priests assigned to formation took park 
in the sharing; together they prayed, shared and evaluated the activities of the last months.

We are all challenged, constantly, to adapt our lifestyle in the circumstances of the moment so that they correspond 
to the purposes we have chosen and which we promote. Fraternity is one of the fundamental pillars of consecrated 
religious life. Father Giuseppe Colombeiro, helps us to appreciate that the choice of religious life is made by a 
group of people who have in common a singular attraction for God, who share the same faith and same 
commitment as their Master. The only goal is to get to know him, to imitate him and to serve him better. Our 
founder, Saint Paul of the Cross, stated that he did not want to row his boat alone, but with companions. Paul 
recognized the importance of consecrated and fraternal religious life as the basis for apostolic service. So let us 
pray to our holy Founder and Father, that he may intercede for us and help us to find from the Cross the means of 
combating the evils of the world.

Luiz Carlos Rodrigues da Silva
Postulant.
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DIOCESE OF CAMPINA GRANDE
MOST HOLY TRINITY AND SAINT PAUL OF THE CROSS PARISH

“…give them some food yourselves. (Mt 14:16)”

These words of Jesus, spoken 2,000 years ago, directly challenged his closest disciples. Jesus did not suggest, He 
commanded his apostles to feed the crowds of hungry people who were like sheep without a shepherd. In the midst 
of this world-wide upheaval, we Passionists will not fail to do our part, to obey Jesus' command. In view of the 
daily rise in the number of hungry families, we are attempting to alleviate the suffering of these sheep without a 
shepherd.Our Parish of the Most Holy Trinity and Saint Paul of the Cross, since the start of our social isolation is 
continuing its pastoral food program with greater efforts than ever before.Many baskets of basic foods have 
already been distributed. Just in the first days of June, 170 food baskets were distributed, which helped to alleviate 
the suffering of many families. The vast majority of the food was purchased through the generosity of our 
parishioners, and still more food was purchased with donations from organizations such as Banco do Brasil and 
FURNE.In the photos you see some of the families are being served. We remain firm in our determination to 
engage this struggle, and we have faith that we will win.
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PARISH SOLIDARITY IN TIMES 
OF PANDEMIC

In this context, we see a powerful example of aid reaching out, especially to those most in need. We see the 

dedication and faith of the volunteers who are helping hundreds of people who have been victimized by the 

pandemic, but often the tables are turned and those who had been helping become the ones needing help.

The Parish of Saint Therese of Lisieux is made up of a network of 15 communities, spread out over several 

neighborhoods, and whose offices are located on Estrada da Ribeira, Bairro Guaraituba, municipality of Colombo. 

This is considered a bedroom community of the Curitiba Metropolitan Region. The parish was founded on April 

26, 1976, by the Passionist Missionaries. Today, there are four Religious providing a dedicated leadership there: 

the pastor, Fr. Jefferson, and the Associates Ari, Paulo and Marcel. They are joined by a considerable number of 

volunteer helpers.

One of the shared characteristics of the more than 60 thousand residents that make up the parish is the origin of the 

majority of them. About 80% have come from the North of Paraná, where they worked in the cotton and coffee 

plantations. The common traits of this population are a deeply rooted faith, a desire to be involved, and solidarity 

with one another. It is undoubtedly one of the most active parishes in the Archdiocese of Curitiba.

The evidence of these traits is shown by the activities which they have developed, not only in the last three months 

during which the COVID 19 pandemic has cruelly affected all of Brazilian society, and the world; but in their a 

constant concern for the poorest people who lack a supporting community and a continuing assistance to improve 

their lives.

The parish leaders were able to use social networks, in support of the required isolation, to contact specific groups 

and arrive at the services need by the people.Alliances had to be formed with the public sector, for example, 

markets, businesses, and public service agencies. Worth mentioning is the important participation of the 

PERIFERIA VIVA Campaign, a united effort composed of social and pastoral movements. Other members are the 

Federal Technological University of Paraná - UTFPR; Irmã Araújo Urban and Rural Training Center - CEFURIA; 

the Lixo e Cidadania Institute, as well as the countless people from communities who contributed food to share.

The parish pastor, Father Jefferson, stressed the importance of being a Parish in which the faithful really care about 

each other. He said: “We opened our churches for more than prayer, they became real depots for food, fueled by 

charity, sharing and volunteering. A House of giving for the service of others.”

If, on the one hand, bodily food is essential, on the other hand, feeding the Spirit is also necessary. Therefore, under 

the limitations which prohibited face-to-face participation, the alternative became holding services online through 

social media; there was daily transmission of Masses and recitation of the Rosary.

Assistance to the needy could begin once a collection center was ready to receive approximately twenty-six tons of 

food and two-thousand sanitation and personal hygiene kits. These were were subsequently distributed to 

approximately three hundred and twenty families which were living in particularly vulnerable situations at the 

time.

It is through voluntary donations and alliances with municipal and private agencies that this social work is being 

developed. Some examples are: the do-without campaign which is collecting clothes and blankets; the campaign to 

make and distribute approximately three thousand masks; the weekly delivery of vegetables to 100 families 

through different entities; the Bolsa Verde Program in cooperation with the Secretariat of Agriculture, which 

distributes two hundred bags of vegetables every week; the program assisting immigrants with the support of the 

Secretariat of Justice; the Children's Milk Program; and the delivery of ready-to-eat foods such as breads and 

soups.
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The Parish participates in the municipality's emergency planning; it has agreements with local Councils, 

Community and Municipal Agencies, and volunteers. Mass, the Rosary, and Prayer Group sessions are carried by 

social media; the elderly are contacted by telephone and comforted by solidarity-listening. There is a group of 

volunteers from the areas of Psychology, General Practice and Natural Medicine. Recovery programs are 

supported by the Emmaus and Tio Rodrigo Communities; and much more. It is through these seemingly simple 

gestures that parish families are being supported in the Saint Therese of Lisieux Parish.
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News
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 Fr. Francisco Murray
“As you may have heard, Fr. Francisco Murray, the 
former President of our Configuration, and active 

missionary from Buenos Aires, Argentina (CONC and 
then GETH), died on June 25, 2020, after several years of 

lung illness. He left this message for his friends and 
community…”

My dear brothers and sisters,.

As you all know, I had a great tail-wind until the wind-direction changed and knocked me on my ass!
The pulmonary fibrosis took over,  It petrified my lungs, lobes of my lungs, and the alveoli that take in 
oxygen. Obviously, this is a terminal condition.
Yesterday, I wasn’t sure how to describe what I felt.
Today, I can say that I am at peace, a little sad, but grateful for what I have been able to live in my life, 
and for the the people that God gifted me with along the way. 
You are one of those people.
I certainly feel that I am "in God’s hands,” as we read in the Old Testament. In God’s hands we are 
strong and powerful (ready for the fight); we are gentle and caring (inviting love); our hands are like 
eagles’ wings (protecting from harm); like the hands of father, mother, brothers and sisters (which 
nurture our learning, searching and maturing); our hands are like God’s hands in so far as they offer us 
living bread (even when life seems vulnerable). I feel a surprise coming on (as my niece Magdalena 
said) because I am near to the revelation of the great mystery that life holds, what lies beyond. I feel that 
I am looking deeply into the meaning of life, and that I am getting a glance at the deepest meaning of 
Pasch/Easter. I feel the embrace of Jesus.
The end is near. 
Shortly before, I’ll be put to sleep so as to drift off painlessly…..
While I want to say “thank you” to all, I also wish to say it especially to you. 
Let me say it in Indonesian: TERIMA KASIH, to which the other person responds SAMA SAMA.
(I love you.) (And I do too.)

Francisco Murray

10 / 07- Perpetual vows of religious: Bruno Maciel, CP; Felipe Tubertino, CP;
Gabriel Luís, CP; Giberto Felipe, CPy Leonardo Luiz, CP

Location: Shrine of St. Paul of the Cross - BH
Time: 7pm

07/11 Diaconal ordination of religious: Bruno Maciel, CP; Felipe Tubertino, CP;
Gabriel Luís, CP; Giberto Felipe, CPy Leonardo Luiz, CP

Location: Shrine of St. Paul of the Cross - BH
Time: 9am

The Celebrations will be broadcast on the official channels of the Shrine of St. Paul of the Cross - BH

Province of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

@saopaulodacruzbh  (Link: https://www.facebook.com/saopaulodacruzbh/ )
 
 Santuário São Paulo da Cruz (Link:https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWk7sRYuP6aDrHdwu0krDAg 



P. Francisco Valadez Ramírez, CP
President 

P. Aurélio Aparecido Miranda,CP
Vice President and Secretary

+55 31 9 9202-6368

Felipe Tubertino dos Santos, CP
Graphic Editor

Contact us
passiocjc@gmail.com


	Página 1
	Página 2
	Página 3
	Página 4
	Página 5
	Página 6
	Página 7
	Página 8
	Página 9
	Página 10
	Página 11
	Página 12
	Página 13
	Página 14
	Página 15
	Página 16
	Página 17
	Página 18
	Página 19
	Página 20
	Página 21

