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                  TREASURE THE HOURS  
Recently I was reading in a French Catholic International News 

Service, that a young seminarian Michael Nnadi was killed by 

kidnappers in Nigeria. He was murdered by a gangster Mustapha, 

because, “he never stopped preaching about the Gospel”. Michael 

was one of four seminarians who were taken hostage.  His 

enthusiasm for Jesus in his life cost him dearly. His mission to serve 

was cut short as he never completed his studies to continue         to 

serve God’s people as a Priest. 

All of us in the Church are called to be responsible to use every opportunity to learn, and to share across 

cultures and languages. Our centre for English studies ELSPM aims to do that: to gain skills, to be able to 

communicate God’s love in another language with people who believe in Jesus coming from many lands. Our 

strongest human need is to be with each other and COVID-19 only allows us to do that in a limited way 

through social media. 

In the last few weeks Cardinal Bo from Myanmar has spoken out strongly of China’s attitude in not working 

cooperatively with the rest of the world in finding the source of the COVID-19 Virus. He has been strongly 

supported by the retired Cardinal of Hong Kong, Cardinal Zen who has also been outspoken on a number of 

issues that affect his Chinese people.  

I had the privilege a couple of years ago to meet Cardinal Bo, a Salesian, in the capital of Myanmar, Rangoon. 

His English, though not his first language was so good. I said to myself as I listened to him speak: this man 

must have studied so hard in his early years. The discipline, the hours of work alone, the disappointments of 

not speaking, writing English well, but laying a foundation in the English language that today enables him to 

speak, clearly and strongly!  As leader of the Church in Asia, as President of the Asian Bishops’ conference, 

he leads millions of people in the Catholic Church, not with the language his parents taught him but with a 

universal language that gives people a sense of hope, optimism and the power to speak for the poor.  

TREASURE THE HOURS of learning now so that God can use you across languages, across cultures to speak, 

to write, to read and listen in a language you are learning at ELSPM. It is in the future, not now, that you will 

see the fruits of your hard work. Jesus can use you to bring his message to the world like Cardinals Bo and 

Zen and like Michael Nnadi, who “never stopped preaching about the Gospel”. 

Br. Pat Cronin who was a vital part of the team in the beginning of ELSPM is in hospital after another bike accident. 

The second time in less than 12 months. He needs our prayers. 

Fr. Kevin CP 

PEO   ELSPM 
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At the moment we are faced with a global problem namely Covid 19. 

Many people have died, cried and suffered due to the pandemic. Many 

countries are even locked down. What can we do at this moment?  

Pope Francis has asked Catholics to pray the rosary. It is a tradition to 

pray the rosary during May. He also wrote two prayers for the end of 

COVID 19.  

Therefore, we are invited to pray the rosary for our Church, countries, 

societies, families especially for people                                                             

who are sick due to Covid 19 and also                                                                                          

for the medical teams who are working                                             

hard in hospitals. 

Let  us give time to pray the rosary   

Mother Mary, pray for us                                          

now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

                                 
 

                        Mum is Wonderful! 
 

 Mum! The call from a young age 
Until now, and forever 
For you, for me, and for everyone 
Always call when we still have Mum. 
 
Mum! Please hold me close 
Let me feel your love with the beating of 
my heart 
Please lull me on your shoulders 
Sweet lullaby – it warms my soul. 
 
You love me!  You stay awake all night 
I love you! I hide my few tears 
For your love nursed my life 
I have you, so I have no fear. 

 

 
 
 
 

             The further I am away, the more I love you 
When sunset comes, you are a lonely 
shadow 
You sacrificed your youth for me 
Yet I cannot stay by your side now. 
 
The child you carried in the past 
Now grown and successful  
My hope is for the flow of life to go 
backwards 
For me to be in your arms. 
 
Please stay with me forever 
Like moonlight is always with the stars 
As joy cannot be absent - smile 
For my life full of motherhood! 

                     

   As we remember mothers, let us also remember grandmothers, and 

especially at this time, Cau’s grandmother Anna who died on 3rd May.   May 

she rest in eternal peace and let us also keep Cau and all his family in our 

thoughts and prayers.   

 

     A Reflection from Lusia                                                                     

     A Mother’s Day Poem and Reflection by Thang (Cephas)  

            See link:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG4hlhTZ-q0   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG4hlhTZ-q0


 

BULA! That would be the first word you will hear if someone                                                                                     

greeted you in Fiji.  Bula means Hello in Fijian.    

My name is Savirio.  I come from Fiji, a small island nation                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

in the Pacific.  I belong to the Congregation of the                                                                                                                     

Most Holy Redeemer [Redemptorists]. 

I was born on September, 14th 1990 and I come from a family of 8, 6 children and 

my parents. I am third in the family with 4 boys and 2 girls. I grew up from a family 

where we had to struggle every day in order to meet our daily needs like food. I 

always helped my mother, since I was very close to her out of the other siblings. My father worked as a civil 

servant under the Public Works Department and what he earnt in a week would be enough to cover water 

bills and food. We did not have electricity at that time even though the village has access to electricity. Our 

electricity would be supplied to us by the nearby house. My father wasn’t earning enough even though he 

was working under the government. So, my mother would catch prawns and gather coconuts to sell in the 

market. The money she gets from selling would cover our school stationeries and uniform. Saturdays was 

our day of selling in the market so I would gather flowers on Friday afternoon after school, tied them in 

bundles and accompany my mother the next day to sell them at $2 a bundle. That was my way of helping 

my mother out. There were times when we would sell brooms made from coconut leaves and cooked 

Polynesian chestnut. My other siblings would help out in the preparation of things on Friday before we 

would set out to the market on Saturday morning, leaving home at 5:30am by public bus. My father is a 

carpenter and plumber by profession. Now that he has retired from work, he helps out in the school and 

the parish doing minor maintenance. My parents and siblings are all living in Fiji. 

During my spare time, I always love to sing and read or talk with someone. Other than that, I would love to 

watch TV or surf the net.  

I always loved to help out with church works. I was once a member of our Parish Liturgy Committee in 2009 

and the committee chairperson in 2010. I was also a member of our Parish Pastoral Council in 2010, the 

youngest member of the council. I also served as the Parish Youth Ministry Secretary. Before coming to 

Australia, I was helping out in the Parish with secretarial duties and also at the primary school. I was also 

our Parish Choir Conductor. Now, I am currently an aspirant with the Redemptorists after first contacting 

them in 2011. I was inspired by one of our youth member, who also joined earlier than me. I learned that 

the Redemptorists have a deep sense of humour and a congregation devoted to serving the poor. What 

also inspired me was my desire to serve God in the lives of people of another race in a totally different 

society. 

In the future I hope to do Novitiate, professed and become a full member of the Redemptorists family. I am 

also hoping and praying that I will make my parents happy, while they are still alive, by becoming a priest 

someday. 

I enjoyed learning at ELSPM because firstly, I get to meet new people with beautiful faces. I have met 

people from different countries that I have now regarded as my brothers and sisters. I also get to learn 

more about the English language even though I studied English in primary and secondary school. I still 

make mistakes in some areas and I know that the more mistakes I make, the more I will learn. 

 

 

A Student Profile 
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Dear Students 

 

Exams or tests are always stressful but this week completing assessments online has been an extra challenge 

for you all.  Just remember that your teachers know how hard you have been working and your class work 

counts towards the grade you receive on your student review.  You will receive an email when your results are 

uploaded to the database.  Please make time to talk to Ian, or your teachers or me if you are worried about 

anything. 

 

My computer skills have improved over the past few weeks and I’m sure yours have as well.  On the whole, 

using zoom has worked well for us.  Can you make sure you upgrade to Zoom 5.0, as this is a more secure 

version.  If you go into your account you should be prompted to upgrade. 

 

Stay warm, stay well. 

 

Sr Margaret 

 

May Birthdays - Congratulations 

 

Greetings from a Past Student 

 

Dear Sister Margaret 

I am very happy when I received your email. 

Because of your emails I can know about my 

old friends' lives. 

Currently, I am living in Saigon city in 

Vietnam. My life is good. I have just stay in 

my community and help old sisters. 

I hope that you, the teachers and students stay 

in health, peace in the corona virus pandemic. 

God bless you  

Love from 

Phuong  

 

 

From the Academic Manager’s Desk 



 

 

 

   

Definitely not one of our students! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

        Is this you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCYoikGaI6U  Praise Song for the Pandemic     

Thank you for all contributions.   Please keep on sending material to the editor:  marg.hugs95@gmail.com 

 

The Do’s and Don’ts of Online Learning                                                                

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCYoikGaI6U
mailto:marg.hugs95@gmail.com

