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Greetings in the Risen Lord! 

 This powerful image of a boy kneeling in the street praying for an end to COVID-19 pandemic has 

touched the hearts of netizens around the globe. The stirring scene was captured by Claudia Alejandra Mora  

Abanto in the streets of the city of Guadalupe, in the north-western Peruvian department of La Libertad.         

Profoundly touched by this show of innocence and simple but deep faith of the boy, the photographer asked him 

what he was praying for. His answer was even more simple and yet powerful. He was asking God for an end to 

COVID-19 and that he would be able to hug his parents and grandparents again. I am sure all of you will have 

similar or more touching and inspiring stories and images in your own places of life and work.  

 Amid a pandemic like the COVID-19, all of us, trying to 

live by our faith, would be naturally inclined to offer prayers and 

sacrifices for an end to this scourge. And so, we continue to offer 

up prayers for those affected by the disease, those ministering to 

the stricken by the virus and those who have lost their lives and the 

families who mourn the dead. At the same time, as Christians and 

as religious, our faith must be demonstrated by our works. Our 

Christian faith urges us to reach out in a more tangible way also to 

others affected by the pandemic like the homeless and migrant 

workers. Unlike those who are rich and with means for their survival, who only have to fight corona virus, the poor, the 

homeless and the daily wage earners and migrant workers have to fight not only corona virus but hunger virus 

as well.   

 It is good to note that our communities have been doing their bit to reach out to the underprivileged and 

the deprived around the communities. Several communities have reached out with kits containing necessary food 

items, others have distributed sanitary items like masks and hand sanitizers. Some have been engaged in creative 

works as well. As the pandemic continues to take its course, it is important that we are conscious of such people 

around us and doing things that would bring succour and needed support and ensure that they come out of this 

tragedy alive and healthy and to work for their survival and well-being.  

 I wish to congratulate and encourage all those engaged in such a noble work and assure them of my     

continued support.  

 Assuring you all a sure place in my prayers, I entrust all of us to the powerful intercession of our Blessed 

Mother and St. Paul of the Cross.  

Fraternally, 

Paul Cherukoduth, CP 

Vice Provincial 

In God’s hands 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,   
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UPDATES 

Kochi and  Palliport communities celebrated Easter 

Birthdays 

Welfen 02 

Antony C 10 

Johnson 10 

      George        12 

      Joseph         13 

Feast days 

St. Gemma   16 

Ordinations 

Vimal 03 

Titus 04 

Nambikai 04 

James 06 

Nelson 07 

Giltus 07 

Wilson 07 

Saji 08 

Joseph 10 

Ajesh 13 

Rajan 17 

  

Febin 10 

Francis 12 

Welfen 12 

Professions 

Antony J 15 

Antony T 15 

Einstein 16 

John 16 

Mejo 16 

Francis 17 

Dennis 17 

Junesh 17 

Shaji  17 

Sugun 17 

Febin 17 

Johnson 17 

Jenish 28 

Antony X 31 

Siby 31 

Welfen 17 

Paul 18 

Sebastian 18 

Rajan 17 

Titus 17 

Vimal 17 

Joseph 28 

Paschal 28 

Bruno 28 

Muthappan 18 

Antony AV 23 

Benson 23 

Jerson 24 

Biju 24 

Nelson 28 

Giltus           17 Jerald           18 Nambikai     17 James           28 

Wilson          17 

Saji                     31 
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Youth at    

Randham made 

it special for the 

Easter           

celebrations. 

(Left)  

 Fr. John CP        

Presided over 

the Easter Vigil 

service at 

Jeevadhama 

(Right & Below) 

Fr. Einstein CP animated the liturgy on Palm Sunday                                                                 

at Gyananilaya, Bophal (Below) 
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Dn. Antony Thomas CP        

stitches masks with the help of 

the minor seminary students. 

Kochi community distributes 

food articles to the needy. 

Minor seminarian Albert Kashung 
makes use of lockdown time in a 

creative way in making flower vase 
from bamboo. 

Ventilators of Kindness 

We are not waiting for ‘normal’ to return. With no clear ending in sight, we are bracing ourselves for the ‘new normal.’ We are 
all experiencing grief around this pandemic because we are dealing with our own personal losses and the collective loss of the 
world as well. The greatest of the former was the loss of our own brother Xavier. How do we process our losses? Kessler would 
encourage us to name the meaningful moments as we create and experience them. It doesn’t take away the feelings of          
disappointment and losses. But it helps us to find meaning and new life around us.   

The UK was put into lockdown on 23 March. And we had the “Lentiest Lent we have ever Lented!” We have given up so much 
for Lent than we’ve ever imagined! We found it as an invitation to embrace a new Model of the Church-  (Post) Covid Model 
of the Church. Since there was no congregational worship possible we devised and made available some ‘Home Worship        
Material’ for our parishioners. It’s going to be a home centred theology now on! Our home quarantine moulds us into 
“ventilators of kindness.”  We breathe kindness steadily into our communities - with our prayers, food deliveries, financial    
contributions, and simple acts of caring and compassion. And we do the sacramental outreach to the hospitals around our   
parish. And many patients and frontline workers gratefully lean onto our helpline: “All my life I was against religion and all  
religious practices. Motto of my life was ‘Insulate!’ But in my days of sickness and loneliness people like you reached out to me. 
Now I believe there is a God; and He is a God of connectedness and community.” 

Together, we are doing the work of Resurrection. The beloved disciple says, “While it was still dark, the tomb was 
opened…”Easter is not about a dark time. It’s about what God is doing during a very dark time. That’s the power of the Easter 
story; it calls us to live in “while” time. 

God is at work, even while it is dark. Alleluia. 

Fr. George Koloth CP,                                                                                                                                                                         
St. Joseph’s Parish, Highgates, London. 

PASSIONIST REFLECTION AND RESPONSE TO COVID-19 
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Sanitizers were prepared by the Palliport Community and JPIC to be distributed                    

to all the families in the Parish 

COVID-19 - Mater Dolorosa Response 

The primary mission at Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat Center is spiritual in nature, the COVID-19 pandemic has inspired us 
to reach out in other ways. Besides the live-streaming of the daily Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Friday evening, 
and Centering Prayer on Sunday evening, our new Food Ministry Program is a continuation of our traditions of hospitality and 
compassion and allows us to feed the human spirit in a very practical way. 

In our desire to actively engage in helping those in need while our retreat center is 
closed, our commercial kitchen was repurposed from serving our retreatants to use by 
our kitchen staff in preparing, cooking, freezing, and packaging nutritious meals. The 
demand for prepared meals has grown since we implemented our Food Ministry         
Program in March and we currently prepare 7,000 nutritious meals every month to be 
distributed to communities in the San Gabriel Valley and in Los Angeles. Our Food 
Ministry Outreach is a blessing for us and fills important gaps in the food supply during 
this pandemic. We currently prepare meals for five groups/organizations, but the     
demand is growing.  We are currently assisting the following communities with their 
food needs:  

1. Working with the City manager of Sierra Madre, we are preparing and 
packaging meals for seniors in the city of Sierra Madre whose meals have been 
discontinued and were previously provided by the YWCA and the City. 

2. An elderly community who live in Duarte, CA.  

3. A homeless community in the Lario Park riverbed area of Azusa served by 
Foothill’s Kitchen, Monrovia, CA.  

4. Union Station Homeless Services facility in Los Angeles.  

St. Francis Center in Los Angeles. 

In just under two months, we feel we have achieved several milestones in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic including the 
development of a new Food Ministry Program; use of our retreat center resources to help communities in need; dedicated 
kitchen staff moving into and living at the retreat center to safely prepare 7,000 meals every month; and monetary support 
from our retreat center constituents and friends to support this important ministry.   

Fr. Bruno D'Souza C.P. 
Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat Center 
Sierra Madre, CA, USA. 
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Food items were distributed by Jeeva Ootru Community to 

the elders, poor and destitute in the Randham Mission 

Lockdown 

Lockdown came unexpected. In Bhopal people believed that corona will affect only those who eat non-veg. So they started 
singing a bhajan that sounded like "go corona go, we eat only vegetables, so why are you disturbing us, leave us alone" . But 
lockdown came. We the community decided to gather as much food as possible and shut ourselves in the house. We went into 
the malls, but we're looking at the empty shelves. People were panicking and taking away as much as they could. We too got 
into the house with what we could grab. All of us started getting phone calls from home, parents of the students were          
concerned and worried, i had a real time telling them we were ok and fine. Diocese was letting some of its buildings to use as a 
health center. Religious nuns who were nurses got in to the health workers suite. Police was making the announcement in the 
slums, asking people to get inside. But, they couldn't. They were daily workers, children were hungry. Many of them came out,  
went house by house, begging for Dal and Rice, but no one could help much.  

The MP government had fallen, BJP was to take over, till then there were no one responsible for anything. Collector, police and 
others officers were doing their best to keep the situation under control. Even now the situation is not that good. Close to 100 
deaths, more than 2000 are affected (confirmed positive), and many more are getting infected every other day. Many health 
workers and government officials are infected and in quarantine.  

While in our community, students were enjoying their lockdown, they had no classes, so they started reading extra books, 
started to work on a garden on our terrace. We gave our "didhi," holiday and started on cooking and experimenting variety of 
dishes. (Thanks to youtube). Students also spent more time in the chapel, praying for the world. At 3 in the afternoon, they 
make special prayers for the corona affected people. We have hope, that we will overcome this disaster. Students in the          
philosophy house are waiting desperately for that better (normal) tomorrow. To get back to their play ground, their college, 
meet there friends, and above all to have their holiday, and meet their family.  

We continue to pray. Amen. 

Fr. Einstein Thaiparambil CP                                                                                                                                                                                 
Gyananilaya, Bophal. 

St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 

Fr. Paschal CP initiates the relief 

work from Jyothir Bhavan           

Community, Bangalore to the poor 

Migrant Workers, supported by the 

Staff (Above) 
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RAYS OF HOPE IN DARKNESS 

‘Man is a social animal’ defines Socrates but the novel COVID-19  has posed a serious threat                                                       to 
the very nature of human beings. Now we are in a  situation  in  which  people   are  scared                                                         to  
assemble  lest they  may be  infected  with  this  deadly   virus.  Usually,  this   time   people                                                           
would  spend their  time either by  relaxing or exploring some new other places. But we are                                                       in a 
scenario  in  which   people   are   bound   to    quarantine    themselves. There   is  no   free                                                           
movement  available  at  all.  When  we  look  around  we  can  see  the  faces  put  on  with                                                                    
desperation,   anxiety   and   fear.  Our  life  too has  become  a  standstill  in  this  situation.                                                              
Some succumb to  this  virus  and  some  to  hunger  and  poverty. Amidst  this  precarious                                                           
situation, the Govt. has lockdown all the gathering places including the church. 

Since the churches were closed the faithful were unable to attend the Holy Week and the Easter celebration.  But we were lucky 
enough to have it in our chapel. One of the images which impressed us during the Holy Week is the image of Mother Mary 
holding the lifeless body of Jesus, ‘The Pieta.’ She has undergone this so-called quarantine in her life yet what it seems is the 
plan of God. There is always a ray of hope even amidst all the difficult situations in our life. She understood it only after three 
days and we understand it every day thanks to the greater efforts by the doctors, nurses, sanitary workers and the ones who 
work behind in eradicating this deadly virus. However, the world does not have a remedy for this deadly virus than undergoing 
the suffering it created in our lives. Now the sufferings don’t defy our faith rather it refines our faith in the Lord who would one 
day wipe away all our tears from our eyes. I feel that the situation has not taken us away from the Lord rather it has brought us 
closer to Him as we spend a lot of time in front of the Crucified Lord praying for the crucified ones of today.    

The philosopher Heraclitus once said, “Nothing is permanent and everything is changing”. Yes, we are also changing, our      
attitudes are changing. There is no quarrel over the supremacy of any religion, there is no battle among the nations who is   
superior in terms of economy, arms etc. People’s pride is given way to cooperation and sharing the resources available to    
combat against this deadly virus. Yes, there is hope. Many people at the risk of their lives are battling against this virus. Many 
people are rendering their help for the needy and giving us hope. And with that hope enkindled we fight against COVID 
19.Hope can be a powerful force, especially in difficult times. Today, the world is facing the coronavirus crisis, a pandemic that 
has changed life for millions of people. In times like these, hope can be a powerful source of reassurance. Many who are locked 
at home, others who are working to help and prevent the virus, also need the reassurance and the hope that “we shall overcome  
this”   

Bros. Moncy CP, Prem CP & Alfin CP                                                                                                                                             
Students of Theology, Jeevadhama, Bangalore. 

St. Gemma Novitiate Community, Nilambur distributed food items                                     

and sanitary articles to the poor and migrant workers  


