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HUNGER IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 

Anything said or done in Haiti, and in most countries, we must factor 

in corruption. The official numbers cannot be trusted regarding 

COVID-19. The official count as of today (May 18, 2020) is of 273 

positive cases. In reality, we need to multiply this number by one 

thousand. 

 

As of March 20, the country only had 1,000 tests available for a 

population of 11 Million. Due to the shortage worldwide and the high 

demand, Haiti will not have first place to access them. The rich are able 

to buy tests and keep their names off the official list. The current doctor 

in charge of pandemic in Haiti asked for 1,000 beds prepared for 

COVID patients. Until this day there are no more than a few hundred in 

the whole country. Worst of all, the ugly turns into the ridicules in the 

country. A well-known transnational corporation bought a few dozen 

ventilators for the Country. It was well advertised. What they forgot to 

mention is that the majority of hospitals lack stable electricity. On top 

of these, last week, two deportees who had tested positive with the 

virus escaped twice and went back to their homes in Port Au Prince. 

The second time, the police decided not to look for them anymore. 

Estimations run wild. It is said that 35% to 85% of the population will 

be infected. From 5 thousand to 100 thousand deaths are expected. 

These are extreme scenarios, but, very real, in Haiti’s case. The last 

pandemic, Cholera that was brought in my UN Peacekeepers, in 2011, 

killed more than 10 thousand people in less than a year. Until this day, 

one strong rain in the Country, which floods most of the Capitol, 

makes Cholera cases reappear. 

 

Overall, the majority of Haitians cannot follow social distancing 

restrictions, especially those who live in the slums. Much less, they 

cannot have the privilege to shut-in their homes in quarantine. Most of 

all, people feel afraid and do not want to be stigmatized with the 

illness, because, once you test positive, you become almost a prisoner 

of the Government’s health department (MSPP). No one not wants to 

get stuck in the places available for those with COVID-19. 

 

The future of Haiti is uncertain. A few days ago, the quarantine was 

extended for two more months until the 20th of July. We are supposed 

to be entering the peak of the virus during the first weeks of June. This 

is also the beginning of Hurricane Season. This two realities seem as 

distractions from the current political tensions and street violence. The 

police has been involved in shootouts against the Army and, on May 

18, there was another massive demonstration against the current 

President. From the over 60 million USD Haiti has received from the 

World Bank to counter COVID-19, places like St. Luke’s and St. 

Damien’s Hospitals have not seen a penny. Among these two hospitals 

(both founded by Fr. Rick Frechette, CP) there are over 100 beds to 

tend both children and adults with the virus (continue pg. 2). 

 

 

PASSIONIST MISSION IN HAITI 

HAITI-HAPPENINGS 
APRIL –MAY 2020 

 VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE 

www.spphaiti.com 
Follow us: 

 

SANT PASTORAL PASYONIS HAITI 

SPPHAITI began in 2017 through the 

friendships that Fr. Hugo, CP created with 

some of our neighbors. Through these 

friendships we have created our pastoral 

center (SPPHAITI). Our motto is One Heart, 

Many Hands. We are seeking creative ways to 

respond to the needs of our neighbors with 

our neighbors. To learn more about our work 

you can visit our new website.  
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GENERATION LAUDATO S-HAITI 

Generation Laudato Si is a global movement inspired by 

Pope Francis’ call to take care of our common home. Our 

youth in Haiti have heard the calling. GLS invites all 

communities to work for the care of our Common House 

from our particular context. Our Youth here in Haiti have 

developed four principles to guide our work as GLS-

Haiti. Through Advocacy, Education, Action, and 

Prayer, we are doing our part in the great task to care for 

all creation.  

Currently we are working on our tea farm. We have 

planted over 80 Citronella Bushes and 3 dozen Moringa 

Trees. Both are high on vitamins. This has help us rescue 

over 400 Sq,Ft. of land that had nothing but weeds and 

rocks in our compound. We have also learned how to 

make our compost from cow waste. We are all learning 

how to work with the earth and we try to pay attention to 

the life lessons this work can bring to our lives.  

As part of the 5th Anniversary of Pope’s Francis 

Encyclical this May, GLS-Haiti repurposed a strip of 

land that was only rocks and weeds. With car tires we 

picked up from our neighborhood, some snake plants, 

and a lot of labor, we beautified a space in our center. 

We have to learn how to repurpose our lives too so that 

we can work better with creation…no easy task! But, it is 

possible! 

This is Tamara one of our participants in our food 

program , and OUR NEW NORMAL. SPPHaiti takes all 

the necessary steps to keep everyone healthy and 

continue our service. 

In the midst of chaos, we can only do our part in the hope 

that this will be signs of God’s presence.  

Feed the hungry says Jesus in the context of letting his 

followers know that the community of disciples should 

be concerned with all of that that makes life able to 

thrive. At the moment, Sant Pastoral Pasyonis, is 

focusing on the food insecurity that our neighbors are 

suffering. This is of course is a chronic decease for 

Haitians. In the last year we have been hit very hard. 

From the month of October until December, 2019, 

violent protests brought the whole country to a standstill. 

School, businesses and everyday life were shut down. 

This brought about a wave of robberies, kidnappings, and 

hunger not seen since the last wave of political instability 

from 2003 to 2007.  

We are currently serving 27 families with 13 lbs. of food 

twice a month. Each family has an average of 5 people, 

and 18 of these families are headed by single mothers. I 

am currently fundraising to increase the number of 

families to 50 and offer them food for a year. This will 

cost 3 thousand a month. We have raised a third of the 

yearly cost so far. We know this small contribution, 

within the overall challenges that Haiti faces, will go a 

long way. In a Haitian Household, if you have food for 

one, you have food for two. 

 

 

Laudato Si Haiti in action recovering land for our tea 

garden. 
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santpastoralpasyonis@gmail.com                               +                         www.spphaiti.com 

 

FORMATION 

After the Inter-Council meeting of February, 2020, .It was 

accorded that our formation program here in Haiti will 

have to stop. This unfortunate decision came about 

because we do not have a formation community in the 

country. Unfortunately, among the three provinces, we see 

no solution for the near future.  All four first-year 

philosophy students and all four introductory year students 

were dismissed from the program. Due to COVID-19 

restrictions in Haiti, they left before our formation 

program was over for the semester. We will support those 

in philosophy finish, if they want to, the three-year 

program from their home at the university where they are 

studying.  

 

FUNDRAISING IN THE A TIME OF CRISIS 

Through the initiative of the Holy Cross Province and due 

to the cancellation of mission appeals in the USA, we 

entered Missio.  MISSIO is the global crowdfunding 

network, powered by Pope Francis’ Pontifical Mission 

Societies.  

You can make a quick search on our project, just type: 

Missio, Fighting Hunger for Haitian Families. 

Our goal is to raise close to 40, 000 USD in order to feed 

50 vulnerable families in our area for a year. Through 

Social Media and the generosity of Holy Cross Province 

we have enough to begin distributing food the first week 

of June. 

 

Laudato Si 

Haiti Youth 

From Rocks 

and Weeds… 

 

… to a 

beautiful space 

we can all 

enjoy! 

This is part of our Tea Farm. Our Citronella Bushes are growing. We will be ready for our first harvest a few weeks.  


