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Feb 29 – March 4 Maria Regina Church, Seaford, NY 

 March 7 –11  Saint Isidore R. C. Church, Riverhead, NY 

 March 14 – 18  St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Mount Kisco, NY 

 March 21 – 25 St. Mary Catholic Church, Vermilion, Ohio 

 March 28 – Apr 1 St. Ignatius Loyola Parish, Hicksville, NY 

 April 9 -11   Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Pelham Manor, NY 
 

Fr. Robert Joerger, C.P. 
Feb 29-March 4:  Saint Kilian’s Parish, Farmingdale, NY 

March 7-11:   Saint Peter of Alcantara Parish, Port Washington, NY 

March 14-18:   Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Melbourne, FL 

March 21-25:   Saint Thomas More Parish, Hauppage, NY 

April 9-12:   Christian Brothers Center, Narragansett, RI 

Br. Michael Moran, C.P. 
March 2-4  Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, Patchogue, NY 

March 15-17  St. Margaret of Scotland Church, Selden, NY  

March 23-25  St. Lawrence the Martyr Church,  Sayville, NY  

April 20-22  St. Rose of Lima Church, Littleton, NH  

         MARCH 

1  Ted Walsh  

3   Lucian Clark  

     Evans Fwamba 

5   James Johnson 

      Neil Tiedemann  

9    Paul Ruttle  

11  Kenan Peters  

18  Justin Kerber  

22  James O’Shea  

25  Vincent Segotta  

27  Daniel Turner  

28  Gregory Paul  

Parish Missions by Passionists 



Haiti– Happenings 

By Fr. Hugo Esparza, C.P. 













Married Couples Retreat at Holy Family Retreat House Feb 14-16, 2020 
By Robert Albano 

 



Valentine’s Day Dinner during the Retreat 

Each retreatant’s wife received a red rose The desert 

Valentine’s Day usually falls near the Married Couples Retreat.  

When it does, the retreatants have a very special dinner to celebrate Valentines Day. 



Priest: Kobe Bryant sought redemption through 
his Catholic faith 
 
CNN Article January 30, 2020 by Father Edward Beck, C.P. 
 

There is a line in the Leonard Cohen song "Anthem" that reads, "There is a crack in everything; that's how the 
light gets in." Kobe Bryant had some cracks, but there was bright, redemptive light there, too. 

Bryant was a practicing Catholic who took his faith seriously, walking the talk. He attended Mass on Sundays -- 
and some weekdays, too. He supported multiple charitable causes, including his own family foundation dedi-
cated to improving the lives of youth and families in need. 

 
He said his faith is what got him through the tough times. These would include a grave and hurtful one of his 
own making: a rape allegation against him in 2003 by a 19-year-old Eagle, Colorado, hotel employee. 

At the time of the alleged sexual assault, in a troubling series of events, Bryant claimed that he thought the sex 
was consensual (even though he admitted to police that he had not explicitly asked for consent); his legal team 
tried to discredit the accuser by portraying her as promiscuous, and said her name in open court multiple times; 
and the court system leaked it to the media. 

Ultimately, prosecutors dropped the criminal case, cit-
ing the woman's unwillingness to continue to co-
operate. She did however file a civil lawsuit 
against Bryant that resulted in an undisclosed set-
tlement.  

At the time of the accusation, Bryant had been mar-
ried to Vanessa Laine for two years and had re-
cently celebrated the birth of their first child. After be-
ing charged with felony sexual assault, he held a 
news conference at Staples Center in Los Ange- les 
with his wife by his side and said, "I sit here in front 
of you guys furious at myself, disgusted at myself for 
making a mistake of adultery." 

But, again, he denied that the encounter wasn't consensual, saying, "I didn't force her to do anything against 
her will. I'm innocent." 

Over a year later, on the day the criminal case was dismissed in 2004, Bryant issued a statement surprisingly 
different in tone: "First, I want to apologize directly to the young woman involved in this incident. I want to apol-
ogize to her for my behavior that night and for the consequences she has suffered in the past year. Although 
this year has been incredibly difficult for me personally, I can only imagine the pain she has had to endure. I 
also want to apologize to her parents and family members, and to my family and friends and supporters, and to 
the citizens of Eagle, Colorado. ... I now understand how she feels that she did not consent to this encounter." 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/27/sports/basketball/kobe-bryant-rape-case.html
https://www.cnn.com/2004/LAW/09/07/sebok.bryant/index.html
https://www.espn.com/nba/news/story?id=1872928


Wow, how rare — especially in cases such as this. Kobe said he was sorry and took moral responsibility for 
his behavior and the consequences of it. While some questioned the timing of his apology — made after case 
dismissal — many witnessed instead a self-professed sinner who had been humbled and had recognized his 
need for mercy and forgiveness. And thus the redemption of Kobe Bryant began — in the eyes of God, his 
Church, his family and many of his fans. 

In 2015, Kobe Bryant told GQ magazine, "The one thing that really helped me during that process -- I'm Cath-
olic, I grew up Catholic, my kids are Catholic -- was talking to a priest." Bryant said that after telling the priest 
that he was innocent, the priest said, "Let it go. Move on. God's not going to give you anything you can't han-
dle, and it's in his hands now. This is something you can't control. So let it go." Kobe said that moment was a 
turning point for him. 

Adultery and alleged rape weren't Kobe's only public sins. In 2011, in the middle of a game, he called a refer-
ee a "f--king f-ggot." He was fined $100,000. But once again, realizing the error of his ways, he apologized, 
and two years later tweeted of the incident, "That was ignorant on my part. I own it and learn from it and ex-
pect the same from others." He won praise from GLAAD and the gay community.  

In the wake of his tragic death, Bryant has been feted as a loving father of four daughters and a husband who 
fought for his marriage, even through a rocky period of separation and near divorce. He was loved and forgiv-
en by so many because they perceived an indefatigable man who accepted responsibility for his shortcom-
ings. As a result he has been celebrated as one of the most prodigious and upstanding athletes ever to com-
pete in a sport. 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus confronts an angry crowd intent on stoning a woman caught in adultery by say-
ing, "He who is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone at her." (John 8:7) The point, of course, is 
that we are all sinners. We all fall short, some more publicly and perhaps more egregiously than others. 

But our faults never define the totality of who we are. Catholic theology teaches that forgiveness is within 
reach for anyone who professes true contrition and has an earnest desire to do better. Kobe was that man. 
He tried harder than most, on the court and off, and his efforts were rewarded. 

Last Sunday, two hours before he boarded the helicopter for that ill-fated helicopter flight, Kobe Bryant 
prayed before the 7 a.m. Mass at his parish church, Our Lady Queen of the Angels, in Newport Beach, Cali-
fornia. 

We don't know what Kobe prayed in the stillness of that morning, but at Mass each week he prayed, "Lord 
have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy." Kobe's life is testimony that he meant the words of his 
prayer, and that his prayers were answered. Yes, his cracks were surely visible, but they were engulfed by 
the light shining through them for all the world to see. 

https://www.glaad.org/blog/kobe-bryant-scolds-fan-using-gay-insult
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/kobe-bryant-church-helicopter-crash-newport-beach/2299173/
https://www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/kobe-bryant-church-helicopter-crash-newport-beach/2299173/

