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Dear Passionist Family, 
 
 I pray this Lent will be a time of grace for the needed healing and reconciliation in our 
lives.  We are all challenged by our own shortcomings and brokenness in different ways.  May we 
accept from the Lord the ways by which we may continue to reach across the areas that separate 
us so that we may grow closer together as a family of God in the service of brothers and sisters in 
need. 
 
2020 Passionist Inter-Council Meeting — Mater Dolorosa Passionist Retreat 
Center, Sierra Madre, CA, Passionist Mission in Haiti: 
 The Three Provincial Councils from North America (Cristo Rey Province, St. Paul of the 
Cross Province and Holy Cross Province), along with a General Consultor and the Passionist 
Sisters (Mexican Foundation), gathered at our Retreat Center on February 17 - 21.  Also invited 
were Elizabeth Velarde and Joe Castro, who was our facilitator. 
 The discussion was principally centered around securing the future of Passionists in Haiti 
with respect to a missionary and a formation presence.  It was decided that the three Provinces 
and the Sisters will adopt a Haitian mission together, and that St. Paul of the Cross Province will 
be canonically responsible.   
 There needs to be a permanent Passionist Community in Haiti of three members to 
further our Passionist presence and to establish a formation house. This is expected to take 
three to five years, if two other Passionists are willing to commit to serve with Hugo Esparza, 
C.P.  Their commitment would be as missionaries for a minimum of five years, and the 
minimum service considers the importance of learning the Haitian Creole language and its 
culture.  By establishing a local community and ministry, we will then be able to encourage 
young Haitians to join our Passionist Community.  The four Haitians now in formation, who are 
presently in Cristo Rey Province, Mexico, will continue their formation there. 
 Also, the three Provinces will share fiscal support of the Haitian mission based on the 
Generalate’s GNP/PPP formula. 
 Let us keep the success of the mission in our prayers as we move forward together. 
 
Conference of American Passionists (CAP) - North and South America: 
 Our Inter-Council Meeting also discussed and affirmed the continuing effort to create 
CAP in collaboration with our three Provinces in North America, Brazil’s two Provinces and the 
Spanish Province (SCOR), which is represented throughout South and Central America.  CAP 
will also include the Passionist Sisters (CFP) and lay groups.  The members of the General Curia 
in Rome have scheduled a follow-up discussion to take place in May 2020, in Medellin, 
Colombia.  Alfredo Ocampo, C.P., will be attending from our Province.   
 Until the creation of the Configurations, the Latin American Passionists found great 
benefit in the Conference of Latin American Passionists (CLAP). It served as a forum for 
formation personnel, theological reflection and collaboration in programs and planning.  Those 
who participated in CLAP found it very successful and helpful. Our Configuration spoke 
favorably of trying to re-establish this organization. 
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Soohoon Hur, postulant at St. Vincent Strambi Community, Chicago, IL: 
 In consultation with the members of the Provincial Council, I have approved Soohoon 
Hur to begin his novitiate at the International Novitiate of Holy Spirit Province in Australia with 
Larry Finn, C.P., as his Novice Master.  Soohoon will travel first to Korea to visit his family and 
the Passionists there.  He will then join the present postulants who will be entering the novitiate 
with him in July 2020.   
 We assure Soohoon of our prayers and thank him for his fidelity in following his vocation 
as a Passionist. 
 
The Pilgrimage of the Passionist 300 Jubilee Icon and Relic:  
 In multiple locations across the Province, the Passionist Family 
celebrated the founding of the Passionist Congregation by St. Paul of the 
Cross 300 years ago.  The local programs were well received, with 
quality liturgical and social celebrations centering on our Passionist 
Charism and history. 
 First, I wish to thank Christopher Jungers and Bob Rizzi for 
driving the Icon and Relic to our Province’s destinations, and to Angela Kwasinski and Keith 
Zekind for their assistance in helping with coordination.  We also thank all those that prepared 
the programs, the prayer services and the posters explaining our Passionist Charism and 
Mission.  People were very appreciative of being invited to these local celebrations and learning 
more about the Passionist Family and our Charism. 
 
Aloysius Nguma, C.P., and Rafael Vivanco, C.P., General Consultors, visited the 
Province Offices in Park Ridge, IL: 
 We were very happy to have Aloysius and Rafael with us in Chicago in late February.  
They met with Keith Zekind and Susan Arvanitis concerning some administrative options for the 
General Curia to consider in the future.   
 
Vimal Backiyaraj, C.P., has settled in Holy Family Community, Birmingham, AL: 
 I visited Birmingham to be with Vimal and Phil Paxton, C.P., Justin Nelson, C.P., and  
Paul Cherukoduth, C.P, the Superior of the Indian Vice Province.  It was also great to be among 
the people and to visit Holy Family Academy and Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School.  
Both schools are progressing. The Academy has a new principal, Dr. Griena Knight Davis, EdD, 
LPC, and a new Board Chair, Sharon Brewer.  Dr. Davis is a graduate of St. Mary’s School and 
Holy Family High School. Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High School is proud of its new 
campus facilities. 
 
Paul Cherukoduth, C.P., has been visiting our Indian Passionists in the USA: 
 It was great to have Paul visit our Indian brothers who are serving in our Province.  He 
arrived on February 17 and left for St. Paul of the Cross Province on March 2.  We are very 
grateful for the Indian Passionists that serve in our Province: Bruno D’Souza, C.P., at Mater 
Dolorosa Community in Sierra Madre; Justin Nelson, C.P., and Febin Barose, C.P., at St. Agnes 
Parish in Louisville, KY; and Vimal Backiyaraj, C.P., at Holy Family and St. Mary’s Parishes and 
our schools in Birmingham, AL.  Thank you for being with us in serving the people God has 
entrusted to us. 
 
Provincial Visitation in 2020: 

The following dates for Provincial Visitation in 2020 have been confirmed.  I thank the 
Local Superiors for their help, and I look forward to being with all of you in the future. 

  April 3 - 8:  Mater Dolorosa Community 

  April 22 - 27:  Holy Family Community 

  April 27 - May 6:  St. Vincent Strambi Community 
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  May 12 - 16:  St. Paul of the Cross Community 

  TBA:  Christ the King Community 
 
Holy Cross Province Calendar: 

2020:  Provincial Council Meeting, March 17 - 19:  Park Ridge, IL 
2020:  Local Superiors Gathering, March 24, 9:00 am - March 26, lunch: Louisville, KY 
2020:  Provincial Council Meeting via Zoom, April 15 -17 
2020:  Province Assembly, June 15, 5:00 pm - June 18, noon:  Detroit, MI 
 

 It should be noted that if the Coronavirus continues to be an issue and 
depending on the recommendation of CDC, some of the travel and meetings may 
not happen, including the Province Assembly.  
 
 The alternative would be to organize these meetings using Zoom.   ZOOM is a desktop 
video conferencing tool that allows a group of people to interact in real time through audio, 
video and text messages. 
 
Conclusion: 
 Let us keep each other in prayer during this Lenten season, especially those affected by 
the Coronoavirus virus, their families and all their caretakers.   

  
God bless, 

 
 

 Joe Moons, C.P. 
 Provincial Superior 

 


