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Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Passionist Family,
 
 This number, XV, of the Configuration Bulletin is being published in Lent, a special time 
for us to consider our life's journey and continuing decisively and with profound hope toward 
our life's goal: The Pascal Mystery in the life, Passion, death and Resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth.
 It is true that we are living in a global social envelope in which unbridled consumerism 
degrades everyone. Life is characterized by meaningless spaces. Seeing such a condition in 
our midst awakens a hunger for justice, hope, compassion and solidarity. Our response is that 
of a person of prayer, which is the fountainhead which strengthens us.
 Within the scope of the Jubilee celebrating 300 years since the foundation of our 
Congregation, our Configuration is continuing the pilgrimage of the Icon and Relic of St Paul 
of the Cross, the contemplative of Calvary.

 This is a wonderful opportunity for us, as Passionist Family and based on our Consecration 
to the Passion and the teachings of our Founder, to concentrate on the ongoing process of 
creative fidelity and sharing in the power of participation in the “Passion of Christ, which 
continues in the suffering of humankind.”

 This Bulletin XV contains this and other Good News; it encourages us to turn into reality 
what Fr. Joachim Rego, General Superior, writes in the 4th number of the Jubilaeum 
Newsletter: “Our faith deepens when we place our hope in God; and our hope is strengthened 
and fulfilled when we see the world around us with the eyes of faith. Hope is also linked to a 
peaceful confidence, an enduring patience, a deep-seated conviction which is the 
fundamental attitude of a Christian.”
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 Our Jubilee Year, 300 years of life for the Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ. We have been called to 
renew our mission. With great openness, we follow the call of God, who sends us on mission.Gratitude, prophecy 
and hope challenge our Congregation to be ready to go to new places as the Pope Francis asked us at the time of our 
General chapter: “Your commitment is to embrace the new frontiers of the mission ... Stay with Christ crucified and 
the suffering people.”
 In 2017, the Gethsemani province came into being. One of our greatest goals was the creation of a new 
community. Now, through the grace of God, our prayers and our courage to believe in and work for our mission, that 
new community has become a reality. The Provincial and his Council decided that it would be a formation 
community for Postulants.We arrived full of energy to Pernambuco state, to the city of Camaragibe, in the 
Metropolitan Region of Recife, under the Archdiocese of Olinda and Recife. The Archdiocesan Community 
received us very warmly. It is our intention to be a joyful expression of Passionist life here in this land, which is so 
beautiful and has much vocational promise.In early February (2020), we held the official opening of our community, 
which is named "Dom Hélder Câmara Passionist Community,” with Mass presided by our Provincial, Fr. Leudes 
Aparecido de Paula, and concelebrated by priests from other congregations and the Archdiocese.
 he community is composed of two religious, Fr. Francisco das Chagas da Silva Marques, CP (Superior and 
Formator for the Postulants) and Fr. Ademir Guedes Azevedo, CP (Econome). With the two religious are the eleven 
students in the postulant stage of their formation, during which time they will study philosophy at the Catholic 
University of Pernambuco (UNICAP). Fr. Francisco das Chagas, CP. says: “We are open to whatever God offers us 
as our mission and apostolate. With the support of the Archdiocese of Olinda and Recife, the collaboration with local 
Religious, and the excellent resource of the University, our mission will be fruitful.”
The students are also quite happy to be a part of this unique moment for the Gethsemani Province and of the entire 
Passionist Family. The opening of yet another community gives us much hope, and we are confident that we will be 
planting seeds that will provide an abundant harvest.United with St. Paul of the Cross, we trust in the Passion of 
Jesus Christ which is the most effective remedy for the evils of the world, and which is an example for our lives.

Let us remain firm in the mission that Jesus has entrusted to us! 

We will always be united in prayer.

Patrick Pedro Mendonça da Silva, 
Postulant - Dom Helder Câmara Passionist Community

Gratitude to God who lets us dream;
and, even more, makes our dreams come true!
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 MEMORIAL SHRINE OF PADRE IBIAPINA

The Padre Ibiapina Memorial Shrine is located within a complex of buildings where, originally, there was just an old 
farmhouse. Once the owners had no more interest in remaining there, they donated the entire property to Padre Ibiapina, an 
itinerant missionary. He turned the house into a home for the pious women who cared for orphans and homeless children. 
At the present time, the complex is made up of older buildings, some of more recent construction but not yet completed. 
Among the buildings special care is given to the house where Father Ibiapina spent his last days and  the tomb where he was 
buried. Other parts being maintained are the chapel, the main house, an amphitheater, an auditorium; and also the museum 
where the life story of Father Ibiapina is recalled
This special location dedicated to prayer is in the Santa Fé district, on the border of the municipalities of Solânea and Arara, 
in Paraíba State. Every year, on February 19, thousands of the faithful, inspired by faith and devotion, visit the Shrine in 
order to commemorate the anniversary of the death of Fr. Ibiapina, who died 137 years ago. Those who are devoted to this 
great Servant of God and apostle of charity seek the inspiration to live and practice charity to the neediest. The pilgrims 
arriving at the Shrine have usually travelled many kilometers, some in organized pilgrimages, others more spontaneously 
in caravans. Some arrive on foot. Pilgrims are likely to have come not only from the state of Paraíba, but from many other 
states.
The last celebration of the feast, February 19, 2020, celebrated 137 years since the death of Father Ibiapina. The total 
number of pilgrims who arrived for the feast was about 10,000 pilgrims. Pilgrims were present throughout the day, while 
events for the pilgrims were organized by the Passionist Community, which is now entrusted with the pastoral care of the 
Shrine. In December, 2019, new physical facilities were inaugurated to better serve the arriving pilgrims and visitors. 
Confessions had been formerly heard behind the chapel, in the environs of the cemetery. In the new facility, the 
confessional space was moved into the main house, where there is a mmore pleasant and comfortable environment. The 
tents that used to block the movement of the pilgrims at the entrance and exit of the Shrine were moved into the parking lot, 
where they serve as a food court and offer religious objects for sale. The facility for offering Holy Mass which used to be in 
front of the chapel, was moved to the Portal, which overlooks the amphitheater and the grounds as far as the horizon. The 
element of security and well-being of the pilgrims was improved with a health care area, and safety features for those 
walking through the Shrine. The high point of the feast occurred at 3:30 p.m., in the amphitheater with the celebration of 
Holy Mass, presided over by Dom Aldemiro Sena, the Bishop of the Diocese of Guarabira. The memory of Fr. Ibiapina was 
honored with so many of the faithful being united in prayer. Everyone looks forward to the day of his canonization as the 
apostle of charity, and the inspiration for their own lives.

Priest and Teacher, Fr. Ibiapina, inspire us!



From February 11 to 14, the Passionist Family in Brazil was represented at their assembly at the 
community of Mãe da Santa Esperança [Mother of Holy Hope], Belo Horizonte. Those taking part 
were: Sr. Denise Coutinho Gomes, Provincial of Passionist Sisters' Province of St. Gabriel of the 
Sorrowful Mother; Father Giovanni Cipriani, Provincial of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Province (Vice-Coordinator); Sr. Ana Maria Ferreira, Provincial of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Province of the Passionist Sisters; Father Leudes Aparecido de Paula, Provincial of Getsemani 
Province; Sr. Maria Noêmia Kunsch, Provincial of Mary, Queen of Peace Province of the 
Passionist Sisters; Sister Jaqueline Bueno, of the Passionist Sisters Province of St. Gabriel of the 
Sorrowful Mother (Coordinator of the Spirituality Team); Father Jackson Maioli, EXALT 
Province (Coordinator of the Mission Team); Father Ribamar, EXALT Province (Coordinator of 
the SAV Team, and Formation); Sr. Zirlaide Barreto Mendonça, Passionist Sisters' Mary, Queen of 
Peace Province (Secretary); and Geralda Pereira de Oliveira and Hedineia Ferreira Esteves Faria 
(representing the Secular Institute of the Passion).
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Diaconal Ordination 
Antunes Mario Taibo, CP, and José Paulo Pinto, CP

“…serve one another through love.” (Gal. 5:13)

On December 8, 2019, in the Parish of São 
José and Nossa Senhora das Dores, Andaraí 
Rio de Janeiro, the Passionist Religious 
Antunes Mario Taibo, CP, and José Paulo 
Pinto, CP, received ordination to the 
diaconate through the prayer and the laying 
on of hands by Dom Amilton Manoel da Silva 
, CP, an auxiliary bishop of the archdiocese of 
Curitiba. The parish community, together 
with the guests of the new Deacons shared in 
this special moment in their lives and in the 
life of the Gethsemani Province.
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Religious Profession
Daniel Agostinho, CP and Baltazar António, CP

  
On February 2, 2020, the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord in the Temple, in the 
parish of Santo Agostinho de Alto Gingone, in 
the diocese of Pemba, in the province of Cabo-
Delgado, Mozambique, the mass was 
celebrated in occasion of the perpetual 
profession of the religious Baltaza, CP and 
Daniel, CP.
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CONSECRATED AND SENT 
ON MISSION

On February 2, 2020, on the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple, in the parish of Santo Agostinho de 
Alto Gingone, in the diocese of Pemba, in the province of Cabo-Delgado, Mozambique, Mass was celebrated for the 
occasion of my perpetual profession. The week before, I made a 5-day retreat with the community of the Sisters 
Disciples, in the city of Pemba.

The presider at the Profession Mass was Father Norberto Donizetti Brocardo, CP, the delegate of the Provincial 
Superior, Fr. Leudes Aparecido de Paula. Fr. Norberto received my vows. The concelebrants of the Mass were: Fr. 
Latifo Fonseca, CP; Fr. Armindo Baltazar, CP; Fr. Dinis A. Gabriel; Fr. Gutemberg Pereira and Fr. Armando Olivio. 
Those taking part in the Mass were my parents, my baptismal sponsors, other family members, my friends, 
parishioners, Religious men and women, and guests from different parts of the diocese of Pemba. During the homily, 
Father Norberto spoke about the importance of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple and the significance of the 
religious profession. Furthermore, he encouraged us to be faithful, to love the Passionist Congregation and to be 
steadfast on our vocational journey. The liturgical celebration was celebrated with active participation by the people 
of God. In fact, it was a time of prayer and praise to the Lord. It was an opportunity to demonstrate to the faithful that 
Passionists are living up to the Jubilee Year of Grace challenges: gratitude, prophecy and hope.

Many people witnessed my commitment to the Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ. I was unable to control 
my happiness as I recalled all the challenging times over the years, as I sought to achieve my dream of being a 
Passionist. At times, I was crying tears of thanksgiving, joy and hope for the certainty that I belonged to the 
Gethsemani Province, and to the Congregation as well. I certainly felt Christ's command: "Fill the vessels with water" 
(Jn 2,7) as the biblical motif of my perpetual profession. I realized that, with my perpetual profession, I could repeat 
the words of Saint Paul the Apostle: “Brothers, I for my part do not consider myself to have taken possession. Just one 
thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead.”(Phil. 3:13).

As a new religious, I recognize that the Congregation will entrust future responsibilities to me. I know that in 
whatever I do, I am consecrated and sent to proclaim Christ Crucified and Risen through my words and actions. I want 
to be someone who feels the thirst of the people, as a servant of God, on behalf of the people, the Church and the 
congregation. I want to collaborate in pastoral services and stimulating community life with my other Passionist 
brothers; the community is where each one is called to share the gifts received from God and to reflect the teachings of 
Christ.

Once again, I take this opportunity to express my sincere fraternal gratitude to Reverend Fr. Leudes, CP, Provincial 
Superior and his council, to the Vice-Province of Santa Gemma Galgani of Tanzania, in the persons of Fr. Gregory 
Olomi, CP, and Fr. Josephat Bernard Kiwori, CP, who is currently my formator, and who supported me on my 
vocational journey. I also thank Father Norberto Donizetti Brocardo, CP, who agreed to receive my vows. I am 
grateful to my brothers from the São Paulo da Cruz community in Pemba, Fr. Fonseca, Fr. Armindo and the aspirants, 
for their commitment and dedication in preparing this celebration. God bless you. Finally, I wish my consecration in 
this noble Passionist family to be illuminated by the following words:

“Each field of our apostolate, whether pastoral, ecumenical or missionary, should be marked not only by the witness 
of our lives, but also by professional competence, experience and adaptation to the changing needs of time and place.”

Brother Baltazar António, CP.



START OF THE NOVITIATE 
YEAR, 2020
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On January 13, at São Luis de Montes 
Belos, the celebration of the Eucharist 
marked the opening of the Canonical Year 
of Novitiate, 2020. The presider at the Mass 
was the Master of Novices, Fr. José 
Roberto, CP. The novices totaled 10. Three 
novices came from the Province of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross (EXALT); 
four were from Getsêmani Province 
(GETH); and three were from the Province 
of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple 
(MAPRAES).
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First Profession of André, 
José Osvaldo and Lucas

      On the 8th of February, 2020, at 7:30 p.m., in the church of Nossa Senhora do Rosário in the city of 
Colombo, Paraná state; the Passionist students André Luiz de Souza Muniz, José Osvaldo Mateus and 
Lucas Vinicius Bernardo made their religious profession in the Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ. 
Father Leudes, the Provincial Superior of Getsemani Province, presided at the celebration. Gracing this 
sublime moment with their presence were other Passionists, Religious Sisters, family members of those 
making their profession, and laity from the parish and beyond.
          Without a doubt, this was a special, spiritual and mystical moment for everyone who was present. The 
Mass had been very well prepared, thanks to the parishioners of Nossa Senhora do Rosário. The newly 
professed experienced a God of Love who calls, welcomes and provides. In response, they were making a 
commitment to live as religious with vows to keep the memory of the Passion alive, obedience, poverty and 
chastity.
      Following their earlier stages of formation in the Passionist Congregation, André, José and Lucas 
advanced to the novitiate, which was in São Luis de Montes Belos, Goiás. Their novitiate lasted from 
January 4, 2019 to January 3, 2020. Since André and Lucas are from São Paulo, and José Osvaldo is from 
Minas Gerais, their Provincial Superior, Fr. Leudes, decided that their religious profession should take 
place in a state closer to home, in Paraná; more specifically, in the city of Colombo, in Nossa Senhora do 
Rosário Parish, which is home to the Passionist Community. This decision was also greatly pleasing to the 
local parishioners who welcomed the opportunity to host this sacred celebration.
        After the moving and participated celebration of the Mass in which the novices André Muniz, José 
Osvaldo Mateus and Lucas Bernardo publicly professed their vows, there was a beautiful celebration with 
family and friends in the parish hall. Everything had been very well prepared through the cooperation of all. 
The resulting atmosphere of fraternity, unity and satisfaction was pleasing to all.           Now, with the grace 
of God, the new religious will pursue their studies in the Juniorate, in Andaraí - RJ. 
          They will study theology while living in the community of São José and Nossa Senhora das Dores. 
With God's help, and supported by the prayers of many believers, they will journey towards the heavenly 
homeland while growing in the love of the Crucified Christ and the Passionist charism. May St. Paul of the 
Cross inspire them, their brothers encourage them, and together may they promote the cause of the 
Kingdom and the fullness of life.



Configuración Jesús Crucificado 

PROFESSION OF THE NOVICES 
CLEYTON AND VICTOR

On February 8, at São Luis de Montes Belos, in the 
Santa Cruz parish, the Eucharist was celebrated for 
the first profession of the Passionist novices 
Cleyton and Victor. The presider of the Mass was 
the Provincial Superior, Fr. Giovanni, CP, and 
present were the members of the Local Community 
of Passionists, the two novices, their parents, and 
the People of God.
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Priestly Ordination
Deacon José Ronaldo Venâncio dos Santos, CP.

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I dedicated you,
a prophet to the nations I appointed you.” (Jer. 1:5).

 Dear brothers, the week before my ordination, a mission-week was held at Immaculate Conception Parish 
in Bairro do Ligeiro, which is where the young José Ronaldo was born and was raised. For this mission-week, 
women's religious congregations participated, as did laity from the different places where Deacon José Ronaldo 
had spent time during his formation. Also helping with the mission-week were the Passionist philosophy students, 
who, together with their Formation Director, and other priests and deacons of our province, gave inspired service 
to the mission's visits to the sick, to youth, to schools and to the local celebrations held in the 10 parish 
communities.
 On Friday, the missionaries relocated to the São José da Vila Cabral community, where visits were made to 
the families there; and which encouraged them to take part in the ordination of the Deacon José Ronaldo. This also 
was the opportunity for the parish to begin the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Passionist Presence in the 
state of Paraíba. That evening, February 14, Fr. Provincial, Leudes Aparecido de Paula, C.P., celebrated Mass in 
he Parish of the Holy Trinity and São Paulo da Cruz.
 On February 15, 2020, following this missionary week that helped to spread awareness of our Passionist 
charism, the ordination to priesthood took place for Deacon José Ronado at the Geralásio Gymnasium. The 
ordination was presided over by Bishop Amilton Manoel, Passionist, and auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Curitiba. Others taking part in this joyous occasion were brother Passionists, priests and friends of other Religious 
families, and clergy from the Diocese of Campina Grande and other Dioceses also. The women's religious 
congregations were present, as were large numbers of the faithful and friends of the ordinand.
 Here, I would like to especially thank God for this moment in my life, as well as to thank the many others 
who have passed through my life in these formative years. In particular, I thank my family, friends and 
benefactors, all the people who contributed to my vocation. My special thanks also go to the Passionist 
congregation, and even more particularly, to the Gethsemani Province.

May God bless you all!

Padre José Ronaldo Venâncio dos Santos,CP. 
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Gathering of the leaders of the Passionist Family in Mexico  

 FAPAMEX 

  On March 3, 2020, we gathered at the Generalate of the Daughters of the Passion. 
Those present were Sisters Aure Aguirre, the General Superior; Maria de Lourdes 
Gonzalez; and Frs. Emilio Hidalgo (SCOR) and Francisco Valadez (REG).
We began with prayer, then the reading of the Acts of the meeting on November 5, 
2019, in Ixtapan de la Sal, Edo. de México; there were some corrections made before 
the Acts were approved. We then shared about the events of the last few months. We 
evaluated the Pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and for this topic, 
we invited Sr. Ade Sánchez, who is the superior of Sisters' Generalate, and who had 
been part of the Pilgrimage Committee.
 We also discussed the Pilgrimage of the Relic and Icon of St. Paul of the Cross, up 
to the present moment. We agreed that there was an enthusiastic and fervent 
participation on the part of the Religious men and women; Nuns and Laity; and the 
Students and Teachers of the Colegios Diego Alberici, in Guadalajara, and Vasco de 
Quiroga, in Celaya.
 We discussed the two-day Workshop-Congress which is planned, God willing, 
for this October at the Shrine of the Passion, Mexico City. We think it opportune that the 
same Committee, known as SERCAP (Servidores del Carisma Pasionista - Servants of 
the Passionist Charism), which organized the Encuentro in March of last year, should 
also organize this coming Encuentro. The dialogue around this point will continue.
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at the Passion Community, on 
September 22, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. This advance schedule is in the light of a new 
Provincial Council to be elected in Cristo Rey Province. They should keep this 
commitment in mind.
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NEWS
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Possession as Pastor of Father Adony Reyes Rosario C. P. in the Dominican 
Republic. In place of the Parish of San Isidro Labrador in La Peña, the Bishop 
gave us for the pastoral care the Parish of San Luis Gonzaga, which is about 20 
minutes from La Peña and has about 25 Communities. These days Father 
Anthony Masciantonio is about to arrive there, who asked his Provincial to 
allow him to go to that land of Mission. We signed the Agreement, Luigi 
Vaninetti and I for four years.

Perpetual Profession of the student Luis Miguel Reynoso Batista C. P.: With great joy, I inform you that within the 
time-frame of the 3rd Centenary of the Founding of our Congregation, our brother Luis Miguel Reynoso Batista, 
who is about to conclude his Theology Courses, will make his Perpetual Profession on Saturday of Easter Week, 
April 18, in the Church of San Isidro Labrador (St. Isidore the Worker), La Peña, Dominican Republic; which is near 
to the home of his family. As of now, I delegate Fr. Genelio García, Provincial Consultor, to receive his vows. Let us 
accompany him during his preparations with our prayers. Congratulations!

 Priesthood Ordination for Deacon Carlos Leonardo García Hernández C. P.: following several years of satisfactory 
exercise of the Order of Deacon, the Provincial Council considered his request, his self-evaluation, and with the 
affirmative vote of the Local Chapter, has judged it appropriate to accept his petition affirmatively. With great 
satisfaction, I inform you that the Deacon Leonardo will receive the Order of Priesthood by the imposition of hands 
by Mons. Mario de Gasperín, on Saturday, May 16, 2020. 

Provincial Senate Meeting. As I informed you during the Pre-Provincial Chapter, on April 28, the Local 
Superiors, the members of the Preparatory Commission of the Chapter, are convened in the Community of San 
José, Tlalpan, Mexico City, so that with the Provincial Council Let's see the last preparations for the VII 
Provincial Chapter.

PASSIONIST ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
 June 22-25, 2020 St. Paul of the Cross Retreat House will host the Assembly of Passionists about 107 Passionists 
from the Eastern USA and the Caribbean. Every 4 years, Passionists assemble for a Provincial Chapter to elect the 
Superior. Two years between chapters, we assemble to do a review. The Superiors of the Province will meet June 22-
23. Then all meet and discuss everyhting. Our Bishop, Neil Tiedemann, CP will ordain two seminarians as Deacons 
on Thursday, June 24th.  2020 marks the 300th Jubilee Anniversary of the foundation of the Passionists. It began in 
1720 with visions of Mary and inspirations received by our founder St. Paul of the Cross. To commemorate that, a 
beautiful Jubilee Icon of Our Lady and our Saints was painted. It has been traveling from Rome throughout the 
continents to each Passionist house. It arrives here June 23. It will be one day at the Passionist Nuns’ Convent in 
Carrick. May Jesus and Mary bless our house and you, our benefa

Exalt Province
-April 28 to May 25 - Pilgrimage of the icon in the

Province of Exaltation of the Holy Cross
-16 / 05- Priestly Ordination of Deacon Edson Terra, CP

in the Parish of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Colatina / ES)
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