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PASSIONIST MISSION 

IN HAITI HAITI-HAPPENINGS              
DEC. 2019 / JAN. 2020

VACATIONS IN MEXICO 

Fr. Hugo spent the month of December in Mexico. He was able to 

visit family and four of our Haitian students. He spent Christmas 

with his family in Tlaxcala, Mexico and brought along 3 of our 

postulants. Adenald Fleury, Saverno Borsa and Daniel Cadet have 

been living in Mexico City since August 2019. While they learn 

Spanish, they are taking part of the postulant year offered by the 

Mexican Passionist Province of Cristo Rey. Together with Fr. Hugo, 

CP they also visited the Novitiate in Queretaro, Mexico. They met 

Samuel Joseph, another Haitian who has been in the country since 

2018 and is now in his sixth month of novitiate.  

The time off was bitter sweet. Through one of our seminarians we 

helped a young couple (the Lindor Family) with food and some 

money while their 5 month old baby girl was battling a horrible 

illness in the hospital. Her little body refused to process liquids 

and it would collect in her stomach. She was put through many 

tests while in the hospital. The parents, doctors, and our 

formation community did everything we could. We help the 

family cover a Cat-Scan for the baby that was 400 USD. 

Unfortunately, we left on vacation the first week of December 

and received news in mid-December that the little baby passed 

away. Our only comfort was to know that she died at home 

surrounded by her parents and family.  

 

 

Fr. Hugo playing with his nieces and 

nephew in Tlaxcala, Mexico 

The Lindor Family accompanying 

their baby girl at the hospital.  
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 Continued… 

Now, he is out and he is hungry and willing to do 

anything to get some money even if it is at the 

cost of an older person that has nothing to her 

name. The man asked to meet with me. I refused. 

I know what he wants. If I lend him a finger, he, 

and others like him, will try to grab the whole 

arm. We are thinking of other alternatives for 

Madam Anna.  

Among these neighbors, there is a young single 

mother of two named Chivan that recently asked 

me if I could lend her some money to pay for a 

year’s rent. She needs 400 USD to pay for a small 

room with a metal teen roof and concrete floors. 

All she needs from me is 100 USD.  I have 

accepted to let her barrow the money, because 

she is the one that took Madam Anna into her 

small little room for the past three months she 

has been harassed.  

Life is fragile in Haiti, no doubt. The desperation 

can make you bend toward ruthlessness like 

exploiting the weak or it can make you bend 

towards solidarity and kindness. I want to make 

sure that my heart, and I pray that yours, bends 

towards the side of Christ just like Chivan’s did.  

 

COMING BACK TO HAITI 

We commemorated the 10th Anniversary of the 

Earthquake that killed 250,000 people and 

displaced from 1.5 to 3 million people on the 

12th of January. We, however, still feel the 

aftershocks of the disaster.  

The majority of families we serve live on a strip 

of land that belongs to no one now. It was 

supposed to be a running street. They call it Vilaj 

Trankil. They have settled there for the past 10 

years, almost after the earthquake. While some 

families come and go, many have stay there. This 

is their home. Our Pastoral Center (Sant Pastoral 

Pasyonis ) started in 2017 serving these people 

who were displaced. The situation has only 

worsen due to the resent political unrest. 

Haiti, after two months of continual violence in 

the streets due to the political turmoil, has 

turned violent for everyone. Kidnappings and 

robberies are on the rise. Life is fragile, that’s 

how our leaders talk about the current situation. 

Within our neighbors we have seen how the 

stronger pick on the weak. More than one family 

has been a victim of harassment and 

intimidation by gangsters who want them to 

leave their home in order for them to take it 

over and resale it for a few hundred dollars. It is 

survival of the ruthless.  

I have tried to accompany one of those persons 

affected by this. Madam Anna, a 73 year old 

woman from the province of Jacmel came to 

Vilaj Trankil about 9 years ago. She has a piece of 

land no bigger than 20 ft. by 20ft. Through the 

donations of a foreign volunteer, I was able to 

buy some material to construct a better shelter 

with wood and metal sheets for her. She did all 

she could to turn the shack into a home. I went 

over to her house to pray and talk to the 

neighbors about her situation with no avail. The 

supposed owner of the land is asking for almost 

One-thousand US Dollars for it. He claims it was 

his. Everyone knows that he lived in the area 

until he was put in prison for killing a person 

about eight year ago. 

 

Madam Ana and I with our neighbors during our Easter Party 

2019. 
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Fr. Hugo playing with his nephew and niece 

in Tlaxcala, Mexico. 

Formation  

Since the violent demonstrations have ceased in 

the majority of Port Au Prince, our 4 Philosophy 

Students and 4 Introductory-year Students have 

reassumed their courses. Both groups are trying 

to make up for the three months they lost 

without being able to go to school. The 

Philosophy Students will also be able to continue 

their weekend ministry at an orphanage for 

handicapped children run by the Missionaries of 

the Poor and with St. Damien’s Hospital’s room 

for abandoned babies. 

New Candidates 

We had our third gathering in mid-January with 

4 young men who are interested in our 

community. All of them have passed their French 

Evaluation and will discern if they are ready to 

enter into our introductory year by next August.  

Ministry 

Our programs have reassumed as well. We 

began with a weekend of trainings for the adults 

who work in the youth and children’s Little 

Stones’ Program. The young adults who serve as 

alphabetizations facilitators in our Konbit Pierre 

Toussaint program also had a day long training 

to get the rest to the year going strong.  

 
These are some of the children 

from our Little Stones Program.  

For questions or more info (hugoesparza.cp@gmail.com) or (www.hugocp.net) 

 


