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            Date 07-12-19 

 
Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family 

 
New Appointments for our Community Leaders, Parish Priests and Religious 

 
Six months or so after our Provincial Chapters, the 4-year terms of office of 
our Community Leaders and Parish Priests conclude. The present Provincial 
Council, after a number of meetings and discussions with those concerned has 
elected new Community Leaders. The Council has appointed religious for the 
office of Parish Priest in our parishes, subject to the approval of the local 
Bishops. We have also asked  a number of religious to change ministers and  
communities.  Our brothers themselves, their communities and new 
communities and their parish teams and colleagues, their families have 
needed time to be properly informed.  These are the changes. 
 
The Council has expressed its deep  gratitude to all our brothers who have 
served as community leaders and parish priests and now conclude this 
ministry to their  brothers and parishes.  We thank all who are taking up new 
roles and ministries, moving communities  and having their lives changed in  
profound ways.  We thank the many families, friends, communities, parishes 
and colleagues who are asked to say good bye.  We also thank all of you who 
will welcome new leaders, PP’s and brothers into your lives. 
 

Elections and Appointments 
 
St Brigid’s Marrickville 
Community Leader:   Fr. Ron Davoren CP 
Parish Priest:   Fr. Erick Niyiragira CP 
St. Mary’s, The Fort, Oxley 
Community Leader:  Fr. Ray Sanchez CP 
Holy Cross, Templestowe 
Community Leader:  Fr. Brian Traynor CP 
St Paul’s, The Monastery, Glen Osmond 
Community Leader,  Parish Priest,  
& Director, of Retreat and Conference Centre   Fr. Denis Travers CP 
 
  



St Gabriel’s/ St Paul Apostle, Endeavour Hills 
Community Leader 
& Parish Priest    Fr. Brendan Connell CP 
St Mary Star of the Sea Blenheim/Marlborough Parish 
Community Leader & Parish Priest Fr. Giltus Mathias CP 
St Paul’s, Saigon 
Community Leader   Fr. Trinh Minh Diên CP 
St Gabriel’s, Saigon 
Community Leader   Fr. Thomas Anam CP 
St Gabriel’s/St Joseph’s, Boroko 
Community Leader & Parish Priest Fr. John Curtis CP 
St Joseph’s Hobart 
Community Leader and Parish Priest FR. PETER ADDICOAT 

 
Moves to New Communities & Ministries 

St Brigid’s 
Fr Christopher Mithen  St Brigid’s community 
Fr Kevin Dance    St Brigid’s for mobile ministry 
Fr David King    St Brigid’s for mobile ministries 
St Gabriel's Endeavour Hills  
Fr John Auram    St Gabriel Community Endeavour Hills & St Paul Apostle Parish  
Fr Kevin Hennessy  St Gabriel’s Mobile Ministries, Province ministries 
Br Luke Bulley   St Gabriel’s YTU studies and community experience 
St Paul’s The Monastery, Adelaide 
Deacon Tony Simbel  St Paul’s Community and Parish Glen Osmond 
Fr Matthew Qin   St Paul’s Community as Vice-Master 
St Gabriel’s Boroko PNG 
Fr Pat McIndoe   St Gabriel’s Boroko, assistant Formation and Parish 
Deacon Joseph Liaia  St Gabriel’s Boroko and Parish  
St Mary’s Blenheim NZ 
Fr. Jacob Kuman   St Mary’s & Parish, Blenheim 
Fr. Thomas Than  St. Mary’s Community & Parish Blenheim. 
Holy Cross, Templestowe 
Fr Pastor Mumburi   Holy Cross Community for Formation ministry 
Cần Thơ  Vietnam 
Fr Joseph Kiet    New parish project (Thoi Long Xuan parish, Cần Thơ city) 
Fr Paul Vuong    New parish project (Thoi Long Xuan parish, Cần Thơ city) 
Saigon HCMC 
Br Peter Huynh    St Gabriel Community Saigon 

 
A Special Thanks and Recognition 

 
 As you  can see  a number of our brothers are moving from one position of 
leadership to another. Some like Frs. Peter Addicoat, Ron Davoren and Erick 
continue on for another term.  A number of others, though, have concluded 
their ministry of leadership and the Provincial Council would like to especially 
recognize all they have given so generously and often at considerable cost to 
themselves, their families, and even. their own health at times. 
 



At our Province Assembly 2020 we will be able to thank them as a whole 
Province 
 

Fr. Jefferies Foale 
 

Fr. Jeff, in 2003,  went on a visit of 
exploration to Vietnam. He was 
General Consultor to Fr. Ottaviano the 
Superior General.  He went to explore 
the possibilities for the Congregation in 
this country which had known so much 
suffering.  The inspiration and impetus 
for this mission came from Fr. Jeff 
himself who during his time  on the 
General Council had been responsible 
for the Passionists in Asia pacific – 
PASPAC as it became.  In 2015 Fr. 
General formally established the 
mission, and so Fr. Jeff began laying the 
foundations of our presence.  With 
great wisdom and sure hands, Fr. Jeff 
has guided and worked tirelessly for 

the  beginnings and growth – along with Thomas (India), Francisco(Argentina), 
Augustine (Korea), Orven (The Philippines) and Jasmin (Indonesia). Through his 
seventies and now in his eighties, Jeff has preached for 3-4 months in the USA 
every year but one, built up benefactor networks, gathered companions, 
established formation processes, watched over the students, and nurtured 
and nourished the Passionist family in Vietnam.  His is a truly inspiring story.  
 
Until now the community in Vietnam, now living in two residences, and 
present in another two parishes, have been officially one community with Jeff 
as Community Leader, appointed first by Fr. Ottaviano, and then re-elected by 
our Provincial Council in 2015 after Aus, VN, PNG, NZ became one province.  
Until the last two years formation of our young men has been our primary 
work. Now however our men having finished formation are gradually moving 
out into ministry. 
 
As our Vietnamese presence developes  greater maturity, our two residences, 
eventually three,  will become  independent communities, each  with their 
own superiors.  New structures of responsibility, governance, authority, 
finance the next phase of developing Passionist community and ministry in Vn. 
ministry  
 
As Fr. Jeff completes 14 years of leadership in Vietnam (preceded by two 
terms on the General Council), it is impossible to find words that express 
adequately the gratitude and thanks of the Vietnamese people, our 
Congregation and now our Province.   
 
 



Jeff however is far from finished. He will stay in Vietnam, to continue his 
ministry of wisdom and guidance, in a new way now, mentoring and guiding 
these fledgling communities, their leaders and members. His wealth of 
knowledge and experience will be indispensable for our Vietnamese brothers 
as together they establish ministries, open other communities, send brothers 
for post graduate studies and also at some time mission members for ministry 
in PASPAC and the wider congregation. 
 
 

Fr. Brian Gleeson 
 

 Fr. Brian, the superior at St 
Gabriel’s, Endeavor Hills must be 
one of the few, if not the only, 
Passionist to be made a parish 
priest at the age of 80.  When 
the need arose in St Paul Apostle 
Parish, Brian generously 
accepted that responsibility.  I 
would also add that Brian’s two 
terms as Superior at Endeavor 
Hills were made while in his 
Seventies and Eighties, (not 
counting his time as Community 
Leader and PP in Hobart).  Brian 
has also been for about 14 years  
at the community of Endeavour 
Hills, assisting in our St Paul 
Apostle Parish, but also in the 
surrounding neighborhood.  
Brian worked with Fr. John Pearce, Fr. Tim, Fr. Xavier and now Fr. Kevin.  His 
day to day work up till his late Seventies was as Dr. Brian Gleeson at the Yarra 
Theological Union College of the University of Divinity, Melbourne.   He also 
has been guiding the academic programs of our students in formation as 
Province Dean of Studies.  
 
Brian has been indefatigable in his work, only partially slowed down by his 
recent bout of ill health.  Whether in his direct pastoral work, in his teaching of 
countless men and women studying theology, lay and religious and diocesan 
seminarian, in his scholarly articles and weekly homilies, Brian has promoted 
the Church of Pope Francis – well before Pope Francis!!  At all times to he has 
been totally dedicated to the well-being of the Congregation and Province – 
and was devasted to have to miss our recent Provincial Council.  
 
No doubt once his health improves, Brian will be back doing all the ministries 
he is able to do 
 

 
 
 



 
Fr. Kevin Hennessy 

 
Kevin had already been at Holy Cross a 
number of years as a formator before 
stepping up and adding the ministry of 
Community Leader to his 
responsibilities.   
 
Community Leader at Holy Cross is  
more complex than it sounds.  The 
Senior Community has been mostly 
small – Kevin, Brian Traynor, Jose 
Mathew, Chris Monaghan and Jerome 
Dunn.  He has also cared for Fr. Leo 
Fitzpatrick and Br Charles Merceica.   
 
But, then there is the student body of 
our Holy Spirit province, our young 
men in formation from Aus, VN and 
PNG.  Added to this there is the 

international body of  Passionists and Sr. Emerlinda cp coming for English 
Language Studies at ELSPM with their own different needs and requirements.   
Then, of course , there is the Holy Cross Conference Centre with the staff and 
volunteers and the Centre’s daily demands and requirements, long term 
planning, financial challenges.  And after all this comes the Holy Cross 
Eucharistic community and the pastoral care for so many for whom Holy Cross 
is their ‘parish’.  We might also add the Passionist Companions,  and  the 
wonderful St Gabriel Italian Committee and family.  
 
And Kevin did all this while also a member of our Provincial  Council for eight 
years.   He is our Province Vocation Director for many years. He was the 
driving force behind the development of the English Language School and is its 
Principal Executive Officer.   

 
Over all these years he also was responsible for the ministry for getting visas 
(with the extraordinary Sr. Anne Cunningham cp). This is a work that takes 
countless, countless hours.  
 
In his spare time, Kevin also does school in-services, group facilitation, 
Diocesan assembly facilitation, Teams of our Lady, in-servicing for Passionist 
Family Groups. And a telephone ministry that keeps Telstra’s profit line in the 
black. 
 
And fact Kevin came to all this after time on the Provincial Council of Fr. Denis 
Travers, time as superior and parish priest of the Monastery in Adelaide, and 
two terms as Regional Vicar in PNG. 
 
While his terrible illnesses over the last two years slowed Kevin down at times, 
they did not stop him.  And in moving now to Endeavour Hills, Kevin will 



continue a  number of the above ministries, and develop new ministries in a 
number of our developing Province Projects 
 

Fr. David King 
 

Fr. David is now coming to the end of 
three terms as community leader at St 
Mary’s, The Fort, community.   David 
came back to the Fort after a period as 
community leader in Marrickville. His 
ministry there is a story in itself.  Our 
community there was divided in two, as 
the monastery itself was closed for a 
couple of years of renovations. Principal 
among David’s role was the pastoral 
care of our more senior religious as 
they had to move out of the buildings 
that had been for some of them their 
home for decades,.  He had to care for 
many of them through their final 
illnesses and commend them to God at 
their funerals. 
 
During this time David also built on his credentials as a Spiritual Director with 
further studies and supervision, and he built up his ministry in this area.  He 
was also School Chaplain of Trinity High School Auburn, just to keep his ‘youth’ 
hand in. 
 
Back in Fort David’s ministry has been building a rich community life in a small 
community where he and Fr. Ray Sanchez were often away on their mobile 
ministries – David with Directed retreats and Spiritual Direction in Queensland 
and inter-state, Ray with parish missions, school camps, mission to the Spanish 
speaking, ministry to Family Groups.  Often Paul Merceica is holding the fort  
with his daily ministry at Canossa Hospital.   With the community David has 
made the Fort  a beautiful place of shared life and contemplative reflection.  
Our other houses can seem so frenetically busy by comparison. Our young 
men in formation all fall in love with the Fort when they go there for holiday 
breaks or for retreats. 
 
David keeps up a strong connection with the local Church, the Sunday night 
Eucharist at the Cathedral in Brisbane has been a constant. He has also been 
involved in school chaplaincies.  He provides spiritual direction to the 
seminarians. 
 
David also provides regular spiritual direction to our own young men in 
formation,  He travels a number of times each year to PNG and to Vietnam to 
provide direction to our students, and a little more regularly to Holy Cross in 
Melbourne to our students there. 
 
Alongside all this there is the great Mass Community at the fort, for whom 



“The Fort’ is their ‘parish’ also.  Along with their own care for one another, the 
Fort Mass community regularly raises significant amounts of money for our 
Vanimo mission in PNG.   
 
Now going back to St Brigid’s, David will also take many of these ministries 
with him.  Fr. Ron Davoren, the superior, will be greatly assisted by David in 
caring for the seniors and, more generally, in ensuring the smooth running of 
our community. 
 

 
Fr. Francis Xavier 

 
Francis has now been in our mission in  
Vanimo for the past five years.   Francis 
came to us  after Fr. Sugun Lawrence 
returned to the Indian Vice Province. 
At the time Francis had been a number of 
years in the Philippine province engaged in 
parish work there.  While there, he had 
also undertaken further post graduate 
studies in Parish Administration. 
 
Francis came originally to assist in the 
Parish.  Fr. Kevin Dance was at the time 
Community Leader, Formator and Parish 
Priest.  Being totally new to the culture 
Francis was more than happy to be an 
assistant.  However, 14 months later,  when Fr. Kevin finished as Parish Priest, 
in quite dramatic a fashion,  Francis was willing to step in as Acting 
Administrator.  John Auram was present as Community Leader and Formator 
and a few months later Francis was asked to take over formally as Parish 
Priest.   Then, when John went to Chicago for studies, Francis was the lone 
Passionist on the parish, Br Jerome Dunn  looking after the house and 
formation. 
 
Never one to shirk hard work Francis  was amazing in his commitment to the 
parish.  Being new to the culture and the role as Parish priest, it was difficult 
going  at times, often very challenging.   But Francis had the help of some 
amazing members of the Parish Council to assist him.  Francis brought some of 
the skills learned in the Philippines and developed new structures  and 
procedures in the parish office.  He has extended the new parish hall even 
further, and paved the church courtyards and parking with resplendent colour.   
More importantly offering formation programs and adult education programs 
have been a central part of his work.  Two years ago Cardinal Ribat invited 
Francis to join his College of Consultors. 
 
Another religious order who run a large vocational college and retreat centre 
in the parish started having masses in their chapel, and so lured away a large 
proportion of the expatriate congregation.  Undeterred Francis worked on and 
the five vigil and Sunday masses are filled to overflowing, making it the largest 



parish in our Province – and in PNG.  
 
Down the street, at the community, Jerome, with his health issues, had to 
return every 6 weeks to Australia, so Francis was often, with Fr. Felix, the only 
senior in community. He looked after the students and the finances.  He has 
built up the Passionist Companions and provided retreats and institutes for 
them.  He has been the constant reliable and steady presence in the house 
 
Francis, now 10 years away from his own vice-province and family, feels the 
need to re-connect with his elderly parents, siblings and Passionist brothers.  I 
for one hope we may see him again!   
 
 
In Christ Crucified 
Tom cp 

Provincial Superior  
 

 
Further Information 

 
Get regular in-between news, see our Province Facebook page: 
The Passionists Holy Spirit Province : https://www.facebook.com/pg/HolySpiritProvince/posts/ 
 
Our Holy Spirit Province website: 
 https://www.passionists.com/ 
 
For regular Charism & Spirituality updates visit Fr. Gary’s Blog: The Passionist Charism 
https://passionistcharism.wordpress.com/ 
 
For Passionist International news, visit the Congregational website  
“Passio Christi”: 
 http://www.passiochristi.org/ 
 
For news from our Passionist Youth Ministry 
https://www.passionistyouth.com.au/ 
 
For those discerning their future, our Vocation website is 
https://www.beapassionist.org.au/ 
 
For those wishing to financially assist our missions and ministries though our Foundation: A 
Passionist Heart, visit:  
https://www.apassionistheartfoundation.com/ 
 
For news from our Passionist Family Groups: 
Australia:  http://www.pfgm.org/ 
New Zealand Aotearoa : https://www.passionistfamily.org.nz/ 

 

For those wishing to be added to this Newsletter mailing list, and to also receive our Social Justice 

Newsletter, Fr. Brian Gleeson’s weekly homilies, and other news please just let Provincial Office 

know at: province.centre@passionists.com 
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