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As the Amazon Rainforest continues to 
burn as a result of cut-and-burn 
deforestation practices, we are steadily 
approaching the point of no return. 
 
Over the last 50 years, about 20% of the 
rainforest has been burned or cut away, 
according to The Intercept. As the 
current fires rage on and the policies 
that led to them continue to exist, 
another 20% - that is 300,000 square 
miles – could soon be gone as well. At 
that point, scientists warn of a 
“cascading system collapse,” in which 
the Amazon begins to completely 
crumble, and release a planet-
devastating amount of stored carbon in 
the process. 
 
The Amazon rainforest used to be a 
major carbon sink, meaning a place that 
kept vast stores of sequestered carbon 
from entering and heating the 
atmosphere. 
 
If more gets chopped or burned away, 

Far Reaching Consequences 
 

Misleading Arguments 
 There are those who oppose the 
environmental movement and are 
unscrupulous enough to use any means at 
their disposal to try to discredit it. Many 
times they present what seem to be sound 
and rational arguments to back their 
position, such as the criticism of Greta 
Thunberg’s trip to speak at the UN as 
hypocritical given she travelled by 
commercial airliner thus contributing to the 
poluting of the environment.  
 
It is important not to simply take these 
attacks at face value allowing ourselves to 
be disempowered by them. The inventor of 
the combustion engine (many argue about 
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the resulting greenhouse gas emissions 
would be equivalent to a “doomsday 
bomb,” to quote The Intercept, that 
would not only lead to the crumbling of 
the rest of the forest, but potentially also 
planet-wide environmental destruction. 
 
“His project for the Amazon is 
agribusiness,” Francisco Umanari, an 
indigenous Apurina Chief told The 
Intercept about president Bolsonoro’s 
environmentally dangerous policies. 
“Unless he is stopped, he’ll run over our 
rights and allow a giant invasion of the 
forest. The land grabs are not new, but 
it’s become a question of life and death.” 
 
The Church, in its recent synod in the 
Amazon, is making its own protest to this 
blindly destructive attitude. In Brazil 
itself, a major nation wide protest was 
organised by student, social, progressive 
groups and unions on the 5th of this 
month. It is a major concern. 

 J.R.Sanchez CP 
 
   

who it really was) used a horse every day 
of his life. He had to because that was 
what was available at the time while he 
figured out how to make it easier. The 
inventor of the lightbulb worked by 
candle light. The inventor of steel had a 
house full of iron.  
 
So people building cleaner more 
renewable energy need to drive cars, ride 
on planes and heat their houses with 
gas, because that is what’s available to 
them. Participating in the world as it is 
does not disqualify you from trying to 
improve it. 

J. R. Sanchez, CP 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As another year moves to a close, there 
seem to be more and more concerns, 
world-wide, regarding the environment 
and issues of social justice. We’ve also 
seen the reactions growing in the form 
of protests and unrest in many countries 
around the world. This seems to be the 
only weapon we have, apart from the 
slow and steady work of educating, 
writing letters of protest or support, and 
doing what we can to help in small ways.  

For me, that means the continuing work 
with ACRATH. My time as a member of 
the National Committee is coming to an 
end, being a non-permanent member. I 
will, of course, continue to be part of 
Queensland ACRATH. Indeed, as the 
year draws to a close, I have just 
finished selling 200 calendars to raise 
funds for our work, and have furthered 
preparations for the awareness raising 
St. Bakhita mass in February. Thanks to 
our last initiative, in this regard, a 
Canossian sister has joined our local 

JPIC Happenings 
 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics defines 
homelessness as a state where a person 
does not have suitable accommodation 
alternatives. A person is considered 
homeless when their current living 
arrangement: 

Is in a dwelling that is inadequate; 

Is in a dwelling that has no tenure, or if the 
initial tenure is short and not extendable; 

Does not allow them to have control of, and 
access to space for social relations. 

So called ‘rough sleepers’ represent just 7% 
of all homelessness Australia-wide. People 
who are experiencing homelessness are 
usually staying in: 

Improvised dwellings, tents or sleeping out; 

Supported accommodation for the 
homeless; 

Temporarily with other households; 

The Church and Homelessness 
 

When man turns his 
back on the Creator’s 

plan, he provokes a 
disorder which has 

inevitable 
repercussions on the 

rest of the created 
order. (JPII) 
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committee so as to better coordinate 
our efforts with them. 

For Peter Gardiner CP, doing what he 
can involves his continuing work for  
volunteer building Cambodia (VBC). His 
most recent work has been involvement 
with “Rice for Life.” This involved 
working with family, friends and clients 
of Murray Bridge Flight Centre, over 2 
afternoons, to deliver 70 bags of rice to 
70 families living in remote villages 
within Siem Reap. This work, while not 
the mainstay for VBC of building homes 
for poor families, is another means of 
support for the poor of that district.  

The lesson to be learned is that, while 
the problems mentioned above 
regarding the environment and issues o 
social justice of the world seem 
insurmountable, there are a lot of good 
people plugging away at trying to make 
some small difference. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP   .       

  

Boarding houses; 

Other temporary lodging; 

“Severely overcrowded dwellings.” 

Adequate shelter is a basic human right 
recognised internationally and in 
Australia. Catholic Social Teaching 
reminds us that access to affordable 
housing is an essential element of living 
a dignified human life. Catholics have an 
important role to play in advocating for a 
more efficient housing system that views 
shelter not as a commodity, but as a 
basic human right. Society has a 
responsibility to protect the life and 
dignity of all persons. There is enormous 
value in an effective housing system, 
striving to mitigate injustice and 
supporting those who lack the basic 
necessities for life. 

From: Catholic Religious Australia 
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Gaudete et Exsultate 
 As	the	disgrace	of	Manus	Island	detention	
continues,	it	may	be	an	opportune	moment	to	
revisit	Pope	Francis’	document	titled	Gaudete	
et	Exsultate	(“Rejoice	and	Be	Glad”)	released	
April	9,	2018	where	he	states	that	Christians	
cannot	quest	for	holiness	with	prayer	alone	
but	must	strive	to	serve	those	most	in	need,	
particularly	migrants	"who	risk	their	lives	to	
offer	a	future	to	their	children."		
	
At	the	heart	of	the	papal	letter	is	a	reflection	
on	the	great	criterion	Jesus	said	will	be	used	
at	the	final	judgment:	"I	was	hungry	and	you	
gave	me	food,	I	was	thirsty	and	you	gave	me	
drink,	I	was	a	stranger	and	you	welcomed	
me."	
	
"Given	these	uncompromising	demands	of	
Jesus,	it	is	my	duty	to	ask	Christians	to	
acknowledge	and	accept	them	in	a	spirit	of	
genuine	openness,”	the	pontiff	states	at	one	

Bees are directly linked to over 1/3 of the entire world's 
food supply; They are responsible for pollination of 
hundreds of essential food sources in the world. Think 
about all the things that require pollination. Bees allow 
hundreds of various foods to be sold at relatively cheap 
costs: Almonds, Apples, Blueberries, Watermelons, 
Cherries, Onions, Beets, Broccoli, Cabbage, Cauliflower, 
Various Chili Peppers, Tangerine, Coconuts, Hazelnuts, 
Cucumber, Lemons, Limes, Carrots, Strawberries, Cotton, 
Walnuts, Sunflowers, Various Beans, Apricots, Plums, 
Pomegranates, Pears, Black Berries, Sesame, Eggplant, 
Cocoa, Cranberries, Vanilla, Tomato, and Grapes. 
 
How do they do this task? Bees need food like me and 
you, and their main food source is pollen and nectar, which 
flowers provide plenty of.  After they locate a flower, they'll 
do their business, and usually unintentionally collect pollen 
onto their bodies. As they land on more flowers, they'll 
spread pollen to hundreds if not thousands of flowers, 
which allows pollination to occur (that is the process in 
which pollen is transferred into plants, which allows 
fertilization, and thereby sexual reproduction to occur). 
 
In order for certain flowers to become fruits, it has to go 
through pollination. Fruits contain seeds. The seeds allow 
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point	in	the	letter.	"Our	Lord	made	it	very	
clear	that	holiness	cannot	be	understood	
or	lived	apart	from	these	demands."	
	
Turning	later	to	the	treatment	of	migrants,	
the	pontiff	says	that	in	Catholic	
discussions	of	public	policy	the	situation	
faced	by	the	record	numbers	of	people	
fleeing	violence	and	war	in	our	days	is	
often	seen	as	a	"lesser	issue"	compared	to	
so-called	"'grave'	bioethical	questions."	
"That	a	politician	looking	for	votes	might	
say	such	a	thing	is	understandable,	but	not	
a	Christian,	for	whom	the	only	proper	
attitude	is	to	stand	in	the	shoes	of	those	
brothers	and	sisters	of	ours."		
	
"Can	we	not	realize	that	this	is	exactly	
what	Jesus	demands	of	us,	when	he	tells	us	
that	in	welcoming	the	stranger	we	
welcome	him?"	Francis	asks.	

Ray Sanchez CP 
 

 

 

Most Important Animal 

the continuation of that specific species. So if 
pollination suddenly 'stopped' somehow, the species 
would go extinct. 
 
Humans aren't the only ones to enjoy these hundreds 
of foods. If the bees disappeared, it would be directly 
linked to the extinction of other species that depend on 
these foods. The world as we know it, would collapse. 
 
Bees in general, are disappearing. Places like 
Germany have reported 80% decrease in bee 
population in certain hives. Poland, Spain and other 
countries have all reported similar decline. Bee 
keepers around the world have reported rates between 
25-80 percent of their hives disappearing or dead. In 
short, if they die, we die. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Catholic Record (NCR) recently 
marked a new publication called: EarthBeat, 
NCR’s new exploration of the ways 
Catholics and other faith groups are 
speaking out and taking action on the 
climate crisis, which it notes as one of the 
most compelling stories of our times. 

NCR feels that, in the face of the 
overwhelming evidence of human 
responsibility for the climate change that 
threatens our planet, that they cannot waste 
time debating already settled science. 
Instead, they focus on what it takes to move 
people – especially people of faith – from 
recognition of the problem to effective work 
on solutions that hold the most promise. 

At the core of EarthBeat is news and 
information. NCR staff writer, Brian Roewe, 
who covered the Amazon Synod for NCR, 
profiles 18 year-old Nick Venner as the lead 
story in their first publication on the 31st of 
October. Nick is among 21 young plaintiffs 
challenging the US federal government’s 
support for the fossil fuel industry despite 

Jesuit and lawyer Fr Frank Brennan, correctly 
summed up our current state of affairs when he 
said: “Since the Great Depression, each 
generation until now has expected that their 
living circumstances will improve and will be 
better than those of their parents. That is no 
longer the case,” he said. “The dream of 
owning one’s own home, experiencing full 
employment, and living a lifelong commitment 
in marriage is less likely to be realised in 
future.” 
 
In Australia, we have lived at a fortunate time 
in human history, and this has created a cultural 
expectation. But the fact is that, as we now 
know, our wealthy lifestyle is unsustainable. 
We live in a world of finite resources. The 
natural world is sending up increasingly urgent 
warning signals that to continue to live as we 
have, as if our lifestyle is infinitely sustainable, 
will lead to a systems collapse. But having 
grown up with this cultural expectation, we 
have not been psychologically prepared to 
accept the truth. People feel entitled to a 
lifestyle that no longer exists, and view the fact 
that they cannot have what they want as a 

Threat or Opportunity? 

passionists 
 'The Fort' 

P. O. Box 1145 
Oxley, Q4075 

 
Phone: 

(07) 3375 7640 
 

Fax: 
(07) 3375 5139 

 
E-Mail: 

sanchez346@ozemail.com
.au 

 
Blog: 

jpiccp.wordpress.com  
 

For International Justice 
issues, 

See us at: 

www.passionistworld.
org 

knowing since 1965 that damage it was 
doing to the planet and the risks it was 
creating for future generations. 

Addressing the climate crisis demands 
collective action by all of us, so with that in 
mind, NCR have designed EarthBeat to be 
as collaborative as possible. Also, with their 
‘Small Earth Stories,’ readers have the 
chance of inspiring others to stop talking and 
do something.  

Another avenue open to the reader is to 
send questions they might have about the 
intersection of faith and climate, and the 
EarthBeat team will do their best to track 
down a good answer for them. In the 
Upcoming Events Calendar, readers can 
post climate-related events that they think 
others would like to attend in person or 
online. 

Finally, in the ‘Interfaith Climate Tracker’ the 
reader can check out what people of various 
faiths are doing about the issue. 

From National Catholic Record 

 
defeat, as a personal failure that disempowers 
them and leaves them feeling depressed and 
impotent.  
 
There is clearly an urgent need for re-education 
concerning the realities we face and how to 
adjust our expectations and lifestyle to a more 
realistic model. Our politicians have a great 
opportunity to show leadership in this regard. 
Our Church has a great opportunity to fill this 
need by providing people with the spiritual 
resources to see, in our current condition, an 
opportunity for growth rather than a threat to 
physical comfort. In the Scriptures, Jesus offered 
us the correct attitude to worldly wealth as 
opposed to spiritual wealth when he said things 
like: “What does it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and lose his soul?” (Mk 8:36).  
 
There is a saying that goes, “When life hands 
you a lemon, make lemonade.” Perhaps we have 
an opportunity, as people despair at not having 
access to the material wealth that they 
mistakenly feel entitled to and cannot access, to 
lead people to spiritual wealth and enlightenment 
and so renew our Church in the process. 

J.R.Sanchez CP . 
 

EarthBeat 
 
   

 


