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Another year, 2019 is coming to a close for the  
Passionist Family Mass until February of 2020. 

- By Fr Kevin Hennessy CP. 
 

Holy Cross has been blessed and at the same time has had in 
prayer a number of people who are and have been in suffering. 
I suppose my own situation has shown that at times, has 
limited our ability to do what we are able to achieve in the past. 
Health is such an important part of our journey through life 
and so is the prayerful community here at Holy Cross. We can 
be ever grateful for the kindness and generosity of so many 
people who call Holy Cross their home of prayer. 
 
The Passionist Community has seen many of its members 
come and others move on. That is the nature of a training 
House for present and future Passionists. A number of 
Passionists from last year to have gone home.  New members 
have come from the Novitiate (Adelaide) into 
language/Theology, along with students coming from 
Vietnam.  These five young men completed their Philosophy in 
Saigon and have come to Holy Cross to learn English. In June 
2020 they will be in Adelaide, for their Novitiate.  
 
We welcome: Fr. Denis Travers CP after 12 years in Rome, and 
Deacon Joseph CP from Japan here to learn English.  
 
Fr. Chris Monaghan CP will be returning home mid November 
after intensively studying for three months, while Br. Jerome 
CP who reached the youthful age of 80 last month, comes and 
goes from his community  to care for our students in Port 
Moresby. 
 
A vibrant, positive experience created at Holy Cross, for many 
to whom I have to say thanks. Rose Cincotta,  Mayrose 
Abraham and the Indian Catholic University students who 
keep our centre clean with a sense of welcome. Anne Rabot a 
member of the office staff joining the many volunteers we have 
in the gardens, the A Team (our maintenance team), English 
Language teachers for our overseas students. I apologize if I 
have left anyone new to Holy Cross out in our volunteers. I am 
just so grateful to you all for making Holy Cross a place of 
welcome and prayer. 
 
An early Happy Christmas and New Year from all of us all at 
Holy Cross.  
 
Kevin CP 

Final End-of-the-Month   

Passionist-Family Mass 
for 2019. 

 

November 24th, 10.30am 
 

Celebrant:   Fr Kevin Hennessy CP 
 

 Feast of  
Our Lord Jesus Christ 
King of the Universe. 

 
“Lord remember me when you come 

into your Kingdom.” LUKE 23: 35. 

 

Note:  November on the Church 
Calendar is devoted to the Holy 
Souls and the 10.30 Mass at Holy 
Cross on Sunday November 24th 
will include a memorial to our 
deceased friends and relatives 
associated with Holy Cross.  
 
At Mass on Sunday November 3rd, 
we were invited by Fr Jose CP to 
submit photos of deceased loved 
ones for inclusion in the Memorial 
Mass. If you are doing so, please 
email photos in jpeg format – 
hcc@passionists.com 
 
Following the Mass, we are all 
invited to stay for the annual end of 
year lunch in the lovely Holy Cross 
gardens (further details on page 4). 
 

‘Come Away’ Retreat Day: 
 

 Thursday NOVEMBER 28th            
9.30am to 2.45pm 

 (Final Come-Away for 2019) 
 

 

Postage for this Newsletter 
Kindly provided by: 

Tim Horlock – 0419 319 003 
Funeral Director 

Le Pine Funeral Services 

 



Greetings from London  –  Fr Tiernan Doherty CP. 

Greetings from London. I was transferred here to Highgate back in August 2014. 
When, appointed I was placed as an assistant on the Parish. Earlier I had been 
sent to Hobart, Tasmania, so in London, in my first homilies, I announced: ‘This 
is convict’s revenge!!! I have returned from Van Diemen’s Land!!! 
 

For years, I was on the Parish staff and I enjoyed getting around the parish on 
foot. I decided against having a car, as the public transport here is excellent, 
and as I was over 60, I was able to travel for free. Visiting the sick in homes on 
foot was easier; car parking was a problem, often costly. So, I joined the half of 
London’s population that do not have cars. Granted the air pollution problem 
here, I thought that was a good decision. 
 

Highgate here is still referred to as a ‘village’, and still has a nice feeling. Even 
though it gets very dark around Christmas time, it takes on a ‘wonderful’ look 
when lit up with decorated lighting across the main street. Many people, 
especially the Anglicans, refer to our place as ‘Holy Joes’. People, especially 
the older English and Irish population are very chatty and friendly. I am surprised 
how many people ‘open up’ to me – I decided I must have ‘one of those faces!’ 
 
A few years ago I was asked to be rector at St Joseph’s Retreat which includes 
responsibility mainly for Passionists living here, but also care of an historic 
church, monastery an even an historic apple orchid in the garden. We also have 
an Irish Club on the property. When I first came here, there were big problems 
with our church, especially the old roof with water leaking in many places. Fr 
Pat CP, Parish Priest, who is Irish has done a great job in renovation; the 
church has been repainted in the nave and all seating has been revarnished. 
Because of the age of the place, there are strict rules about changing anything 
or trying to update. There are two Historical Societies (one Government and the 
other church) that have the last say. [I refer to them as the ‘Hysterical societies!] 
 

From the beginning of December, we will have a new Parish Priest, Fr George 
CP from our Indian Province. He has been here a couple of years after working 
previously in our Hobart and Marrickville Parishes. Soon too, we will have a 
Passionist from Kenya. The two other members of our community are Fr Tomy 
CP, who previously worked as assistant novice master in Adelaide and a short 
term in Endeavour Hills, also Fr Ben CP who is a member of the English 
Province and who is a Postulator for the Cause to Sainthood of Ignatius 
Spencer CP. Fr Ignatius (real name ‘George’) is a great, great, great Uncle to 
Princes William and Harry. (I may have left out a ‘great’ or two – ha, ha!!) So, 
we have an international community. 
 

I still have fine memories of my 7 years at Holy Cross from early 2000. The 
‘Come Away’ Retreat Days, working with the Mercy Sisters, and later the lay 
group that was formed. There was also the ‘A Team’ working every Friday 
carrying out repairs in and around the house and the property. The Italian 
community, through the St Gabriel’s Committee became very involved in not 
only making the St Gabriel a bigger event but also in leading many people to 
volunteer to help with renovations to the house, including the Retreat bathrooms 
and more. They also erected the Stations of the Cross in our lovely gardens. 
 

Teams of Our Lady, now known as ‘Teams’, have always had a strong 
connection with Holy Cross and at one stage I was chaplain to three teams 
because of the transfer of CPs  from our house. Also in those days, Fr John 
Curtis CP and Tim Horlock were conducting spirituality nights/days for men. 
 

Finally, with the Province Charism Team we had then, we started a Charism 
library for CPs, the new Passionist Companions at Holy Cross, then also at 
Endeavour Hills with enthusiastic support from the late Fr John Pearce CP who 
was then the Parish Priest at St Paul’s, Endeavour Hills.  
 

All lovely memories. It is so great to see how more vibrant Holy Cross is, and so 
much larger!! I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and New Year from London.  
 
Cheers, love and peace in Christ, Fr Tiernan CP. 
 

Vietnam 2019. The Passionist residence in Saigon. 
 

As one travels along and throughout the city of Saigon, it 
is noticeable that houses and shopfronts have very 
narrow frontages. Perhaps this is best explained by the 
often told story that at one time in its history, one of the 
‘kings’ of Vietnam imposed a tax that was calculated on 
the width of one’s building.  
 
Thus people built narrow houses! This may be the case, 
but regardless of whether it is a myth or a correct 
explanation, certainly today the vast majority of housing 
blocks in Vietnam follow a pattern of having a narrow 
frontage, but a much greater depth. Nearly all buildings 
correspond to this same pattern and are narrow and 
long, but then add an additional feature in that they rise 
up for many storeys.  In this way, while narrow, the 
overall capacity of the building is much greater than 
might first appear, due to its larger depth and height.  
 
In the case of our first Passionist house this is certainly 
the case. We have a narrow house, built on a narrow 
block of land, but it rises for several floors.  However in 
the case of our second community house it is a different 
story! For finally after seven years of effort, we now have 
our six storey residence completed and occupied.  
 
It has been mammoth task from finding and purchasing 
land through to design phase and finally through to the 
building phase. Sadly our original contractor used sub-
standard cement on one of the floors and so this delayed 
us some 18 months whilst we ended one contract and 
commissioned a new builder to do remedial work. This 
same builder then proceeded with construction and the 
final fit-out of the building so that it was ready for 
occupancy.  Thus in January 2019 our building was 
blessed and dedicated to St Paul of the Cross. It now 
houses a senior community of 4 or 5 and in this year 
about 22 students are studying either philosophy or 
theology.  
  
Various floors serve different purposes, with the 
basement reserved for mechanical areas and parking for 
- not surprisingly perhaps - the many motor bikes! We 
have no car but nearly everyone has a motor bike! Apart 
from providing parking, the basement area is also a 
large, open-plan space that can be readily converted to 
accommodate other needs. To this end it can easily be 
transformed into a dedicated ‘events’ area or work as an 
overflow dining area for large gatherings and official 
functions. The first floor is occupied by interview rooms 
and a large formal reception area, which opens onto the 
dining room and kitchen. The second floor houses the 
chapel, library and classrooms, whilst floors three and 
four are reserved for bedrooms, study rooms and 
common recreation areas. The rooftop floor houses the 
laundry, clothes drying areas and a smaller recreation 
room (to capture the breezes at this height).  
 
This open flat rooftop area also provides a wonderful 
venue for the occasional BBQ and in time, God willing, 
and subject to funding and official approval, the rooftop 
floor will also be the base for the building of a larger 
chapel.    Denis Travers CP.  



Vocations Ministry in a New Era     -    Luke Bulley CP.  
 

Since joining the Passionists in 2015, I have slowly re-evaluated some of my earlier desires to have massive numbers of young 
people magically come rushing forward to join us. As wonderful as that would be, I understand that religious life in Australia is 
undergoing a radical reimagining. As the ACBC’s Pastoral Research Office report, Understanding Religious Vocation in Australia 
Today, states, “[We are left with] no doubt that religious life has a future in Australia, although the future will not look like  the past, 
or even the present.” We are all being forced to step back and relook at what God, through our charisms, is asking of us, and  
how we can move more efficiently into this future.  
 

Jesus reminds us, quiet clearly, about how we are to deal with such change, “No one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, 
the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” (Mark  2:22) 
This reimagining isn’t just about rebranding what we’ve always done with a shiny new label followed by the “same old, same old.” 
It’s about completely new structures, for our new ministries. It is in this spirit that a few of we younger religious based in Melbourne, 
have started organising joint ventures that cross individual congregational lines. While it feels strange, and sometimes scary to 
be venturing into unknown territory, we know that the Spirit which gives life to all things (cf. John 6:63) is at work in our  midst.  
 

We realise that as young, Australian religious, we are on the “Endangered Species” list, and as the aforementioned report states, 
diminishment of religious life in Australia is inevitable. For us, this means that by necessity our focus cannot be our indiv idual 
congregations, but must rather be about how we are able to work together. We know that we must seek out our similarities rather 
than our differences in order to promote our counter-cultural, communal way of living. As individuals, we are Franciscans, 
Dominicans, Capuchins, Oblates of Mary Immaculate, Blessed Sacrament, Carmelites, Passionists. However, together we are 
religious. This is the life that we want to promote, and this is what we did at the beginning of October at Holy Cross Retrea t 
Centre, Templestowe. 
  

A few of us (Passionists, Franciscans, Dominicans & Capuchins) hosted a “Religious 
Life Discernment Weekend.” Our intent was not to promote our individual charisms, 
but rather we desired to promote our collective vocation, which we have each vowed 
to live in different ways. There were six men who attended the weekend, ranging 
from 18 to 46, all with a desire to question, rather than to join. We made sure that 
they knew that we weren’t there to pressure them into a certain way of living, to try 
and “poach” them, as it can sometimes feel like on these retreats. God is the true 
Vocations Director, and we were simply attempting to give a bit of colour to the 
possibilities that lay before each of them.  
 

We provided only two talks during the weekend, as well as a “Q&A” session at the 
end. Seeing as though this is what our lives are based on, we also had a strong emphasis on prayer. We gathered three times 
each day for communal prayer from the Divine Office, and there was plenty of space and time for private prayer and meditation.  
 

One of the most successful moments during the weekend was the Saturday afternoon, where there was an opportunity to have 
a conversation with any of the religious present. This went on for nearly 4 hours. It was powerful not in what was said during 
those conversations, but more that they happened. As philosopher Charles Taylor remarks, “Humanity is constituted in 
conversation.” It was the conversations themselves, rather than their contents, that enabled many of the participants to find  some 
degree of clarity. Their vocational discernment continued to deepen through new questions. One of them remarked, “My questions 
have been answered, only to be replaced by a hundred more!”  
 

For a long time, the benchmark of “successful” Vocations Ministry has been about numbers: how many joined? How many are 
interested in joining? Over this weekend, we challenged this notion. Each of us present acknowledged that the success of the 
weekend was determined by the clarity that the men had gained as to where God is calling them, rather  than their desire to join 
religious life. If all six of them left thinking “religious life definitely isn’t for me!” then we would still consider it a successful weekend, 
because we helped them in closing one door, so that they might open another. That being said, there was certainly a sense of 
hope amongst us that over the coming years, working together rather than separately, we might guide those with a vocation to 
religious life (of which I have no doubt there are still many) to where God is asking them to be.  
 

We have hope. We know that religious life won’t return to how it was in past decades. However, we also know that it is through 
our hope, and through our joy in living our own vocation as religious, that others are able to consider more seriously this way of 
living. This is reflected in the same report I mentioned above, “If it [joy and fulfilment] is evident from the lives of those already 
involved, then religious life becomes far more attractive to those on the periphery who are thinking about embracing this vocation.” 
 
So, here we are, pouring our new wine into our new wineskins, and what a party it’s shaping up to be!  
 



    INVITATION 

 
You are cordially invited to join our 
Passionist Family for the final end-
of-the-month Mass and celebration 
of the Eucharist at: 

  
10.30am on November 24th      

 AND  to  stay  for lunch in the lovely 
gardens of Holy Cross. 
 

Menu:  Bowl of Pasta, followed by quality steak, sausage or 
hamburger, salad, panettone, all provided by the St Gabriele’s 
Committee. 
-  cost only $30 – includes a raffle ticket – a number of great 
prizes!      BYO drinks. 
 
Please come and celebrate the day with our friends and yours  

–  bring your friends and make up your own table, make some 

new friends – and above all, have a great day! 

Passionists’ Birthdays: 

 
19

th 
November:  Fr Chris MithenCP   (Endeavour Hills) 

25
th

 November:    Br  Ed  Braden CP  (Hobart)  

27
th

 November:   Fr David King CP    (Oxley). 
 

Anniversaries: 
 

17
th

 Nov. Fr Gary Perritt CP (Ordination 1990) 

20
th

 Nov Fr Jim Elmore CP (Passionist Profession 1990) 

24
th

 Nov. Fr Brian Traynor CP (Ordination 1973) 
26

th
 Nov. Bro Mark Wells CP (Profession 1960) 

28
th

 Nov. Fr Joachim Rego CP (Ordination 1981) 

 Kevin 
 

Passionists’ Birthdays: December. 
 

25th December:  Bro  Mark Wells CP (Glen Osmond) 
 
 

Anniversaries: 
 

1st Dec.   Fr Peter Addicoat CP   (Ordination 1973) 
5th Dec.  Fr Chris Monaghan CP (Ordination 1981) 
6th Dec.  Fr Kevin Tuit’tu CP       (Ordination 1980) 
12th Dec. Fr Ray Sanchez CP       (Ordination 1992) 
19th Dec. Fr Peter Gaughan CP   (Ordination 1970) 
29th Dec. Bro Ben Telu CP           (Profession 1990) 

 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFT? 
Consider a donation to ‘A Passionist Heart Foundation’ and 
help support charitable causes including, Senta Bilong Helpim 
in PNG, the Care Centre started by Br Jim Coucher CP in 
1994 that provides physiotherapy, support and education for 
disabled children. Donations can be sent to Holy Cross, or to 
your nearest Passionist Community. Please provide name & 
address for an official tax deductible receipt. 

 

‘Christmas is drawing near. I wish you the 
fullness of the heavenly blessings that His Divine 
Majesty is accustomed to bestow on his dearest 
lovers.’              St Paul of the Cross. 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS & MASS 
 

Tuesday, December 24th,   7pm     Carols 
followed by Mass   7.30pm 
in the Holy Cross Gardens. 

 

BYO Chair or ground rug. 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 

December 25th, 10.30am 

HOLY CROSS CHAPEL 

 

Greetings to all our Readers: 
 

The Mass on November 24 th is the final 'monthly' Mass for 2019 
and therefore this is the last Newsletter for the year, completing 
25 years of Newsletters! 
 
In 1994, the first issue of the Newsletter was produced in order 
to promote the Passionist Monthly Mass at Holy Cross 
(originally called the ‘Folk Mass’). At that time, there was no 
regular Sunday Passionist Mass, only the end of the month 
Mass (February to November) and it was felt that a ‘reminder’ 
needed to be sent to those interested in coming. Those early 
‘newsletters’ were only one page but overtime, content grew to 
the present four pages and included news and articles, as well 
as reaching far beyond the boundaries of Holy Cross 
Templestowe.  
 
Thus the task of producing the Newsletter has grown and we 
therefore say many thanks to those who have helped each 
month, our contributors who wrote articles, especially Denis 
Travers CP who wrote an article every month – and always on 
time; also thanks to those who helped with advice and editing, 
and those who helped with the cost of postage: 
 

Tim Horlock 0419 319 003 

Le Pine Funeral Services. 
Anne & Joe Toscano 

Lynette Lee 
Carol & Jock McCallum 
Helen & Pat La Manna 

Margaret & Tony Aldridge 
Cougle Family  

A lady who requested anonymity. 
 

And we extend our very best wishes to all our readers 
and their families for the forthcoming Festive Season; 
may you all have a blessed and joyful Christmas and may 
the year 2020 be one of peace & happiness for all. 

Mary & Dennis, Editors. 

 

 

On behalf of the Holy Cross Community, 
I wish you all the peace, joy and hope of the 

experience of Jesus this Christmas. God bless.                                                                                                                                     
Fr Kevin Hennessy CP. 


