
Itinerary of the Icon and 
the relic of St. Paul 

of the Cross

The transit of the relic of Saint Paul of the 
Cross and of the icon of the Jubilee through 

the countries that form the area Mother of the 
Holy Hope, of the Province of the Sacred Heart, 
has given us the opportunity to rediscover the 
meaning of our identity and the reason of be 
of our mission. As Passionist religious, broth-
ers and sisters, and passionist laity we have 

lived wonderful days to deepen our spirituality. 
Thanks to all the people who have been involved 
in the transport, in the reception, in the prepa-

ration and in the animation of the lived mo-
ments. May the 300 years of the foundation of 
the Congregation help us to be grateful, to live 

prophecy and love hope.

Zone of Mother of Holy Hope
Province SCOR
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PANAMA-ARRAIJAN
AUGUST 21-30

El Icon arrived in Panama from El 
Salvador. It was exhibited in the Par-

ish of San Nicolas de Bari. Faithful 
from the 29 chapels of the Parish 
were able to participate in the dif-
ferent celebrations. We were also 

visited by Bishop Rafael Valdivieso 
Miranda, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Chitré and President of the Epis-

copal Conference of Panama, who 
thanked the Passionist community 

for its pastoral work over more than 
50 years in the Arraiján district. He 
encouraged the laity to continue to 

work pastorally with the Passionists.

VENEZUELA-SAINT EDUWIGIS
FROM AUGUST 30 
TO SEPTEMBER 2

The three words: Gratitude, Prophe-
cy and Hope, inspired the program-
ming of the Jubilee celebration, from 

Friday 30 August to 2 September: 

GRATITUDE, in celebrating the 
remembrance of the founding 

religious in Venezuela and of all 
the Passionist religious who have 

worked in this land with the parish 
groups (Legion of Mary, Charismatic 

Renewal, Neocatechumenal Com-
munities, Group of Sowers , Passion-

ist Family, Precious Blood Group, 
Catechists, etc.).

PROPHECY in reflecting on the sit-
uation of the country and what the 
prophetic role of the Passionists in 

Venezuela should be. 

HOPE, in celebrating the Eucharist 
with the Auxiliary Bishop of the 

Archdiocese of Caracas Archbishop 
Tulio Ramírez, who urged us to re-
main hopeful at the present times.

We shared the Icon and the Relic 
with the nuns of our Parish: the 

Monastery of the Carmelites and the 
Servant Sisters of Jesus. We conclud-
ed with a concert of Venezuelan and 
Spanish sacred music with the Cho-
ral Group La Acerita. On September 
3rd we bid farewell to the Icon and 
the Relic with Mass. But this is not 
the end, but the beginning of other 

activities: Castellazzo retreat for the 
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laity, cycles of catechesis-formation, 
concerts, pilgrimage to St Paul’s Par-
ish in Barquisimeto, strengthening 
of Social Works (dispensary), reflec-
tion on the Passion of Christ in Ven-

ezuelan spirituality...

VENEZUELA-FÁTIMA
FROM 4 TO 5 SEPTEMBER

On 4 and 5 September the Parish of 
Our Lady of Fatima and the Chapel 
of the Nazarene received the Icon 

and the Relic of St Paul of the Cross 
with great joy and emotion. Solemn 

Masses were celebrated with sig-
nificant participation of the faithful 
who listened excitedly to the expla-
nation and catechesis of the Icon. 
This experience will serve to revi-
talize the sense of belonging of the 
Parish and the Chapel communities 

to the Passionist Family.

VENEZUELA-MARACAY
FROM 6 TO 8 SEPTEMBER

On Friday, September 6, in the 
context of the celebration of the 

Eucharistic, the Icon and the Relic 
presented and enthroned, thus be-
ginning the Triduum of Prayer and 

Thanksgiving. We made pilgrimages 
to each of the chapels of our Parish 
Community of the Immaculate Con-

ception: a true celebration of Pas-
sionist spirituality in each of these 
communities that, with song and 
festivity, enlivened faith and com-

munity prayer.

On Sunday, 8 September, the Cat-
echesis on the Icon and the prayer 

for the Passionist Vocations preced-
ed the Eucharist at which the Bishop 

of Maracay, Bishop Raphael Conde 
presided. The different communi-

ties of the Parish participated with 
the assistance of Mr. José Valero, the 
director of the ministry of Social Me-

dia of the Diocese and the musical 
contribution of the parish choirs.

VENEZUELA-BARQUISIMENTO
FROM 8 TO 11 SEPTEMBER

The Passionist community of Bar-
quisimeto consists of three par-

ishes: The Church of Christ, Saint 
Paul of the Cross and St. Gemma, 
all founded by the religious of the 

Congregation. From 8 to 11 Septem-
ber, members of the three parishes 
participated in a pilgrimage to each 
of the churches for the celebrations. 
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People were like, “It’s been like a 
retreat. We would like to do this 

again... St. Paul of the Cross is here 
visiting us, our Founder...”. Many 

activities took place: Musical per-
formances by the children of the 
Parish of St. Paul of the Cross, the 

Passionist choral group of the par-
ish of Saint Gemma and the group 

Song-compassion, Masses, Holy 
Hours, Adoration before the Blessed 
Sacrament, theater, dance, poetry, 
reading and commentary on the 
letters of St. Paul of the Cross...

The Sisters, the Daughters of the 
Passion of Pavia participated with 
us, together with a group of young 
people. It offered us a time to pray 
and meditate on the Passion, with 
solemnity and pride in being Pas-

sionists. These days have been a gift 
from God and the Holy Spirit that 
continues to renew and animate 
our Passionist life. Our hearts are 

joyful and eager to continue build-
ing Paul of the Cross’ Dream. 

Venezuela, in the midst of its harsh 
daily reality, continues to dream 
and seek its victory amid tribula-

tions. The Cross of Christ is the glo-
ry that accompanies us, sensitizes 

us and makes us more human.

COLOMBIA-MEDELLÍN
FROM 12 TO 13 SEPTEMBER

The visit of the symbols of the Jubi-
lee Year has united the Passionist 

religious and communities in a fes-
tive and inclusive atmosphere. Signs 

and celebrations inspired admira-
tion and interest in our people in 

Passionist Spirituality. 

Religious and faithful united and 
with great faith joined in the cele-
brations that prepare us for the Ju-
bilee Year and which expressed the 

charismatic richness that unites and 
enriches us.

COLOMBIA-MEDELLÍN-
CONTEMPLATIVE 
PASSIONIST NUNS 
13 OF SEPTEMBER

In an atmosphere of joy and com-
munion the Passionist Nuns of the 

Monastery of Gethsemane, received 
the Jubilee symbols. A Mass was cel-
ebrated, at which Fr. Geni Arias pre-
sided and the Relic of St. Paul of the 
Cross was venerated. We concluded 

with a very fraternal agape.
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COLOMBIA-MEDELLÍN
SANTA CRUZ

FROM 14 TO 15 SEPTEMBER
On Saturday, September 14, coincid-
ing with the Solemnity of the Exal-
tation of the Holy Cross, the titular 

festival of our house, Fr. Tarsicio 
Gaitán presided over the Eucharistic 

celebration, with a catechesis and 
veneration of the Relic.

COLOMBIA-MEDELLÍN
SANTA GEMA

FROM 16 TO 17 SEPTEMBER
The arrival of the Relic of St. Paul of 
the Cross and the Icon in the Parish 

generated created an impact, an 
extraordinary event and a moment 
of grace and blessing. The Icon and 

the Relic aroused devotion in all 
the pastoral groups and in all the 
parishioners including times for 

prayer and spiritual growth. It was 
like a unique visit of God revealed in 

the Passion of Christ.

COLOMBIA-PIEDECUESTA
FROM 18 TO 20 SEPTEMBER

On Wednesday 18 afternoon we very 
joyfully received the Icon and the 
Relic of St Paul of the Cross in our 
community. Various events took 

place: community prayer, penitential 
service, Eucharist, Morning prayer, 

silent retreat... We concluded the vis-
it with a fraternal sharing with all 

the faithful.
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COLOMBIA-CAJICÁ (TEOLOGADO)
21 OF SEPTEMBER

On Saturday, September 21, we be-
gan with a catechesis on the Icon of 
the Passion and the Third Centenary 
of our Congregation. The procession 
and the celebration of the Eucharist 
was presided over by the Episcopal 

Delegate for Religious Life of our 
diocese. On Sunday, September 22, 
we celebrated Morning Prayer and 

then there was an explanation of the 
motive for the visit of the Icon and 

the Relic of our Founder.

There was also a concert in honor of 
St. Paul of the Cross with a vocation-

al and missionary dimension, that 
included singing and meditation.

COLOMBIA-BOGOTÁ
FROM 22 TO 23 SEPTEMBER

On 22 September, we began the visit 
of the Relic and Icon with the Sun-

day celebration of the Mass presided 
over by the Consultor Fr. José Geani 
Arias. He preached about the per-
sonality of Saint Paul of the Cross 

and the richness of Passionist spirit-
uality for our current society.

The religious and the community 
that participated in the celebra-

tion were inspired by the beauty of 
the Icon and the Relic, and for the 
spiritual significance it has for our 

life and our community. The joy and 
fraternity among all the participants 
was noted.  On Monday, September 
23, the Symbols were taken to the 
Central Cemetery, where we have 

been chaplains for thirty-four years.

COLOMBIA-HUILA
FROM 24 TO 27 SEPTEMBER

The visit of the symbols of the Icon 
and the Relic to our parishes, pre-
pared us for the Jubilee year. We 

thank God and the Congregation for 
this visit which will continue to en-
courage us to continue the Passion-
ist Mission, in which we keep alive 

and current the Passionist Charism, 
in a spirit of generous dedication. 
From here the Symbols traveled to 

Ecuador...
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ECUADOR-CONOCOTO
FROM 28 TO 29 SEPTEMBER

We prepared for the arrival of the 
Icon and the Relic was prepared 

with a Triduum with the theme Re-
new Our Mission: Gratitude, Proph-
ecy and Hope. Every day the liturgy 
was directed by pastoral groups and 

by the postulants who live in this 
community.

On Saturday night (the 28th), in our 
Chapel Mother of Holy Hope, we held 

a prayer Vigil in our community 
with the participation of the laity.

On Sunday the 29th, two Masses 
were celebrated, one in the Parish 
of Our Lady, in the Loma de Puen-
gasí and another, in the Chapel of 
the Mother of Holy Hope. In both 

of them, the faithful, united to our 
Passionist charism, expressed their 
gratitude to God for the wonderful 
work he did in his son Paul of the 

Cross. In the afternoon, our Passion-
ist Sisters, the Daughters of 

St. Paul of the Cross also had 
the joy of receiving the visit of the 

Relic and the Icon.

ECUADOR-GUAYAQUIL
30 SEPTEMBER 
TO 02 OCTOBER

On Monday, September 30, the Relic 
of St. Paul of the Cross and the Icon 
arrived in our community and Par-
ish of Saint Gemma of Guayaquil. In 

the morning, they brought them to 
the San Gabriel de la Dolorosa Edu-
cational Unit, in the area of Cerecita 
(near the coast). A Solemn Mass was 
held in which the local authorities 
and students of the school partic-
ipated. In the afternoon, the Relic 

was moved to the Parish of Our Lady 
of the Annunciation, located in the 
Kennedy Citadel (old). During the 

Eucharist the parishioners venerat-
ed the relic.
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On Tuesday, October 1 in the morn-
ing, they took the symbols to the 
Passionist Educational Unit. Holy 
Mass was also celebrated there. In 

the afternoon the Icon and the Relic 
were exhibited in the church of St. 

Gemma. Many of the faithful attend-
ed: friends, benefactors and parish 

groups... 
The Archbishop of the city of Guay-
aquil, Bishop Luis Gerardo Cabrera, 

presided at the solemn Mass to-
gether with the Passionist religious 
priests. Also, during this celebration, 
with great joy, the Relics of St. Gem-
ma and St. Gabriel were venerated.   

 On Wednesday, October 2, the relics 
departed for Peru.


