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Dear Brothers, Sisters and Fiends in the Passionist Family 
 

Fr. Giltus Matthias 
 

 I have received confirmation just before 
leaving for Korea that  Fr. General, Joachim, 
had granted permission for Giltus to be 
incardinated into our Holy Spirit Province 
with full membership.   

 
We know Giltus from the year or so he spent 
with us based in Blenheim.  He was appointed 
from their too the Christ the King community 
and retreat house in Citrus Heights, 
California.  There he was the Administrator 
and Director of the retreat house and retreat 
team. He was very successful in both the administration of the center and as a 
retreat giver.   
 
Giltus will continue in his present role, until his replacement as director is 
appointed.  Then after some time with his family in India, where his aged 
mother, is in frail health, he will come to Australia in the new year. 
 
Giltus’ email is mgiltu81@gmail.com  
 
 
A sad Farewell. Sue Burdon – Parish Secretary 
 
Most of us know the extraordinary ministry give us in our Parish Secretaries. 
Their  far from low key presence on the Parish Team is a major and 
fundamental role – in supporting the parishioners and in supporting the Team.  
Our parish secretary in St Paul’s Glen Osmond is finshing very soon, and on 
behalf of the Province I would like to thank her for her care for  a number of 
our  religious especially on the parish team there, as well as her care for the 
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Passionist Sisters and Pauline.   
 
Fr. John has written in the parish bulleting 

RETIREMENT 
“On a sad note, I’d like to announce that our Parish Secretary for almost 16 years, Sue 
Burdon, has announced her retirement.  Sue, as many of you know, has been the first 
point of contact for so many people who phone or visit the Parish Office.  She has a 
very varied, complex and at times challenging role, which she has done with great 
diplomacy, professionalism and good cheer.  This has not been any easy decision for 
Sue, however she assures us she will continue to be an active member of the Parish 
and will continue to be involved.  We have advertised her position throughout the 
Archdiocese.  
Let’s continue to keep Sue in our prayers as she makes this important transition in her 
life.                 Fr John cp” 
 
We also welcome Carmel whno is coming now to take up the role.   
 
Sue is in the middlle 

 
 
Appointments Anthony Simbel CP and Joseph Liaia CP 
 
Our two deacons,  Joseph Liaia and Tony Simbel are now reappointed.  
Originally it was hoped that after so many years of study and pastoral and 
then  diaconal experience here in Australia, they would be able to return to 
Papua New Guinea to work there.  Since then, we have not been able to 



replace Fr Petrus in Papua New Guinea and Fr. Francis Xavier is also returning 
to His Vice Province after Christmas.  So the advice of the Provincial Council 
was that Joseph and Tony not return to PNG until we have established more 
stable support and supervision for them. 
 
When they finished their formation for religious life and priesthood at Holy 
Cross and Yarra Theological Union, both completed a Clinical pastoral 
Education program.  Joseph then worked with the Oxley Community followed 
by appointment to the community and parish at Glen Osmond.  Tony was 
appointed to Marrickville and has been here for almost two years. 
 
Tony is now appointed to the  Glen Osmond community and parish.  Joey is 
appointed to Blenheim community  and to Star of the Sea, Marlborough 
parish. 
 
 
Fr. Christopher Akiaten 
 
After the last newsletter I sent, I received from Chris a 
letter to the province expressing his gratitude for his 
time with us.  His letter follows: 

My dear Passionist Family in the Holy Spirit 
Province,  
 
My heart is sad as I return home but at the 
same time it is full of gratitude and life-giving 
memories. Thank you so much for the humble 
opportunity and trust to be of help and service 
in the formation of our young ones who are 
the future of our congregation and the Church. 
In the process, I too was formed to listen more 
to their life-stories, to carefully understand their background, to 
deepen my respect of their wonderful cultures, to learn from the 
distilled wisdom of the young, to take good care of their precious 
vocation and journey with them in the love and compassion of Jesus 
Christ.  
 
As I proceed to the next chapter of my religious life, I will surely bring 
all the meaningful experiences that God has gifted me through all of 
you in my four years of stay in Australia. 



 
I will never forget your goodness and love.  
From the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU VERY MUCH my dear 
Passionist Family! Goodbye. 
 

Mr. Adrian Stack. RIP 
 
Fr. Jeff Foale informed us yesterday of the passing of  Mr. Adrian Stack.   
 
Along with their little children Adrian and his wife Noreen were part of our 
Passionist mission in Vanimo as pilot and nurse.   Noreen has been an 
invaluable help to Fr. Jeff and ourselves in organizing the parish timetables for 
our USA Missions appeals for Vietnam and PNG (1973-74). 
 
Adrian, 79, was diagnosed with cancer just over 12 months ago, and died 
peacefully, surrounded by his family. 
 
Noreen was very appreciative of the prayers offered for Adrian and her family 
over these months.    Fr. Jeff will assure her of our continued prayers in the 
time of loss and sorrow ahead. 
Fr. Jeff Foale – Media Star 
 
On his last tour as USA Missioner, Jeff was interviewed by some local media in 
Columbus, Ohio.   Their write up was published recently and sent to Jeff – 
along with an invitation to return to preach again.  A well-deserved accolade. 
 
The write up is attached with this email 
 
 Fr. Brian Gleeson, Fr. Peter Addicoat  and Fr. Gerard Glynn 
 
Brian is now home and re-settling  in Endeavour Hills.  He is progressively 
building strength and regaining energy -though not as fast as he would like.  
The infection seems to have finally cleared, though the healing of the wound 
still continues.   As always Brian is so grateful for the prayers and best wishes 
of the Province and Passionist Family. 
 
Peter is well recovered now from his hip replacement surgery and has been 
back at work for a month now.  The operation was successful and the 
rehabilitation has gone very smoothly and Peter reports that the relief of pain 
has been truly a blessing.  Thanks to all for the prayers. 
 
Fr. Gerard has had a number of falls recently, most recently last evening.  In 
the fall yesterday, Gerard fractured his wrist and had some minor surgery to 
reset the wrist. He is now back how at Holy Family Maronite Village.   
 
Please continue your prayers also for our brothers who are  coping with 
various chronic conditions. 



 
 
Bishop Francis Meli, Vanimo Diocese 
 
Bishop Meli is being discharged from POM International hospital this week, 
after recovering from his recent heart problems.  He has another two weeks to 
stay close by, at the residence at the Bishops’ Conference Centre in POM>. He 
has asked if he can then spend 1-2 months  here in St Brigid’s for recuperation.  
Of course we have welcomed him and will pay his airfares and costs. 
 
 
 
In Christ Crucified 
Tom cp 

Provincial Superior  
 


