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SUPERIOR GENERAL’S INTRODUCTION  

The 47th General Chapter of the Congregation of the Passion took 

place in SS. Giovanni e Paolo, Rome from 6 – 27 October 2018. In 

light of the planning and celebration of the 300th anniversary of 

the foundation of the Congregation in 2020, the theme chosen for 

the General Chapter was: Renewing our Mission: Gratitude, 

Prophecy, Hope. The Capitulars were guided during the Chap-

ter process to continually keep in mind this theme – one which 

would continue after the Chapter in the preparation stages and 

the celebration of the Ter-centenary of the Congregation. 

As has been done after the General Chapters in the recent past, 

the various documents from the General Chapter have been col-

lated in two volumes. The contents of the first volume (Book 1) 

includes a narrative text which are the fruits of an impromptu 

sharing during the Chapter on “My Dream for the Congrega-

tion”; the planning document issuing from the Chapter which 

has been sent to all the members of the Congregation under the 

title: Call to Action: Reflections and Orientations from the 

47th General Chapter; the messages from the Chapter ad-

dressed to Laity and Youth; and the approved decisions, decrees 

and recommendations arising from the Chapter. 

The second volume (Book 2) contains the Superior General’s ad-

dress to Pope Francis and the Pope’s speech delivered during the 

special Papal Audience accorded us at the Vatican on 22 October 

2018; the various reports presented to the General Chapter; the 

chronicles; homilies; and the talks given by the special invited 

guest presenters: Fr. Christopher Monaghan CP, Fr. Amedeo 

Cencini  FdCC and Fr. Hans Zollner SJ. 
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I encourage everyone to do give some time to read the various 

documents contained in these two books. While they cannot com-

municate the spirit of fraternity and faith which was present in 

the three weeks the Capitulars and others spent together in 

Rome, they do reflect a certain spirituality of our diverse and in-

ternational Congregation in these times. 

Of course, the ongoing work emanating from the 47th General 

Chapter (Call to Action) and the decisions from the Chapter which 

are to be incorporated into our life and mission are found in Book 

1. And so, I ask you to consult and find good use for referring to 

this Book on a regular basis. 

I thank all those who were instrumental in collating the docu-

ments contained in the two volumes and in organizing the print-

ing and distribution of the books. I know of the enormous amount 

of time and patience involved in arriving to this moment. We all 

appreciate their good work. 

May our 47th General Chapter documents motivate us in our com-

munities and ministries to prayerfully share, passionately debate 

and respectfully collaborate as a Passionist Family so that under 

the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, our mission to 

give witness and proclaim the Gospel of the Passion by our life 

and apostolate (Const. 2) may be renewed. 

 

 

 

Fr. Joachim Rego CP 

Superior General 

 

Feast of SS. John & Paul, Rome 

26 June 2019 
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MY DREAM FOR THE CONGREGATION1 

Synthesis 

My dream is inspired by the witness of St. Paul of the Cross who had 

deep mystical experience of Jesus and saw Mary dressed in mourning 

for her Crucified Son.  He wanted the Congregation to flourish in a 

spirit of prayer, solitude, and poverty and the constant memory of the 

Crucified Lord and the crucified of today. I share the dream of Paul of 

the Cross who went out to the afflicted people of his time with the power 

and wisdom of the Cross.   

I dream that I am one of a group of companions gathered by Paul of the 

Cross around the cross of Jesus.   Like the apostles in the Gospel, Jesus 

chooses us as disciples and sends us to be his witnesses.  I dream of a 

Congregation on the periphery, near Christ wherever he is being cruci-

fied.  Passionists are really contemplative apostles and missionary dis-

ciples who hear and respond to the call of Pope Francis to go to the 

peripheries.  In Jesus name, we want to bring relief to those who suffer 

and sustain each other without concern for our own comforts. 

I dream of a more human and more simple life together where each 

member is valued and respected.  We are always close to the people and 

so able to offer them prophetic hope and joy. I dream of Passionists who 

stay close to Jesus on Calvary and close to suffering people on the cal-

varies of everyday. 

I dream of a Passionist family that is attentive to the longings of suf-

fering humanity and that witnesses to the Cross as God’s way of over-

coming evil and offering new life.  It is our abiding memory of Jesus on 

the Cross that empowers us to know how to respond to suffering hu-

manity and to struggle with them against evil in the world.   

 
1 On October 16, at the fourth session, after a brief prayer, the Capitulars 

took time for sharing about their dream for the Congregation. 
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I feel gratitude for 300 years of Passionist life and dream of Passionists 

moving into the future as signs of the Kingdom and messengers of hope. 

I dream of a Congregation with new vitality for a new era.  We are no 

longer overcome by feelings of tiredness and disillusionment that affect 

so many people today.  I dream of a new openness to the signs of the 

times that includes a missionary thrust and readiness to go to far away 

places like China and to wherever we are needed. I dream of a commu-

nity free from the burden of heavy structures and buildings and ready 

to move at the promptings of the Spirit. 

I dream of a community that knows how to risk entering the depth of 

darkness and allowing Jesus to guide others to freedom. I dream of 

bringing light from the cross into the midst of human darkness and 

showing a way through the emptiness of suffering and injustice.  
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Reflections and Orientations from the 47th General Chapter 

A CALL TO ACTION 

General Council’s introduction 

Dear Brothers, 

Our charism: the Memoria Passionis urget nos! It motivates and impels 

us. It is a memory that we must call to mind every day and be renewed, 

lest it disappears and is completely forgotten. It is a memory that calls 

us to action demanding a new and fresh pursuit. 

The 47th General Chapter chose to reflect on the theme: Renewing our 

Mission – Gratitude, Prophecy, Hope in light of the provocative and 

dynamic force of the Memoria Passionis. The Chapter’s goal was to pro-

mote reflection and response to the call of renewal of our mission 

throughout the Congregation and the Passionist Family with the 

awareness that ‘what we do’ is closely linked to ‘who we are’. 

The Capitulars, after much reflection, listening and debate prepared a 

“manifesto” – contained in the attached document which we are send-

ing to you together with this cover letter - which bears the captivating 

title: CALL TO ACTION: Reflections and Orientations from the 

47th General Chapter. 

This “manifesto” is a work in progress, a process requiring the involve-

ment of everyone in the challenge of our renewal. It demands the at-

tention, audacity and talents of all and seeks the energy, creativity and 

solidarity of each one. 

The Capitulars identified three (3) priorities areas, which are closely con-

nected and intertwined with each other, for the renewal of our mission: 

• Community life 

• Formation: initial and ongoing 

• The promotion and institutionalization of structures of 

solidarity in the Configurations 
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What to do? We strongly urge you TO ACT: 

1. Read and discuss together the document in the community. This 

cannot be once-only; there needs to be regular, planned commu-

nity meetings to dialogue, share, take concrete actions and eval-

uate. [This will need an active and planned animation from the 

Local Superior.] 

2. Discern together the most appropriate and effective lines of ac-

tion which will promote the renewal of the mission in your com-

munity, region, Province and Configuration. 

3. Gather the ideas and proposals which emerge from the various 

meetings and prepare a report to share with the Provincial/Vice 

Provincial Council and with the Configuration President. [This 

will need an active and planned animation from the Province, 

Vice Province and Configuration leaders.] 

4. The Provincials, Vice Provincials and Configuration Presidents 

will prepare an integrated document from the reports received to 

be sent to the General Secretariat in Rome by 31 October 2020. 

5. The General Council will prepare a unitary document as a Plan 

for the renewal of the Congregation which will be presented to 

the consideration of the General Synod in September 2021. 

Brothers, we encourage you to be bold and passionate! Do not be afraid 

to ask radical questions in light of the signs of our times which will 

challenge us to make innovative and courageous choices. As St Paul of 

the Cross said: “God’s love is ingenious”. So, be imaginative and crea-

tive in finding new ways to live our mission with fidelity – in gratitude, 

prophecy and hope. 

Remember that, as we have received from the past 300 years a rich and 

fruitful heritage, likewise we also are responsible to hand on to those 

who will follow in the future a spiritual treasure which will assist them 

in keeping alive the memory of the Passion of Jesus which, as St Paul 

of the Cross proclaimed, is “the greatest and most overwhelming work 

of God’s love”. The Memoria Passionis urget nos! 

With our fraternal support and best wishes in this common endeavor, 

 

The General Council 

18th February 2019 
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Introduction 

The 47th General Chapter of the Passionist Congregation was held 

from 6th to 27th October 2018. Its chosen theme was ‘Renewing our Mis-

sion: Gratitude, Prophecy, Hope’.  

This document presents the Chapter’s principal reflections on its 

theme, and the orientations for the Renewal programme that it pro-

poses should now be developed throughout the Congregation. 

The Chapter recognises that laying out a comprehensive Plan for the 

Renewal of our Passionist Mission has to take account of all the 

many elements and activities and expressions of our life and work - all 

that flows from our Charism of the Memoria Passionis, our dedica-

tion to the Passion. And a Plan that is common to the whole Congrega-

tion, with specific measurable actions that can be evaluated, has to be 

developed through a process in which all are involved. Moreover, shap-

ing a realistic rather than merely theoretical Plan means making a 

start now on the things that urgently need attention, as well as fore-

seeing what has to be done over time. 

The Chapter, from the reports it received and the sharing among the 

capitulars, identified three priority areas for action:  

• our Communal Life 

• our Formation – Initial and Ongoing, and  

• the revitalisation of the Configurations, which are our princi-

pal Structures of Solidarity.  

Together, these are the elements and the perspectives that primarily 

caught the attention of the 47th General Chapter. 

In this light, the Chapter asked the Superior General and his Council 

to undertake the ongoing task of promoting and facilitating a dynamic 

planning process over the next three years, and to encourage involve-

ment in it by all the members through their Provinces and Configura-

tions.  
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The Chapter suggests that, resulting from this, a Congregation-wide 

Plan for the Renewal of our Passionist Mission be presented for ratifi-

cation by the next General Synod in 2021. Its inauguration thereafter 

will crown our celebration of the 300th anniversary of the Congregation 

(2020-2022). 

In this document, the Chapter presents reflections (principles and 

guidelines) for this work of planning: 

1. We outline, first of all, what we have learned about our Mission 

from our sharing; this represents the GOAL that our proposed 

Plan for Renewal seeks to achieve.  

2. Secondly, we reflect on our Community Life, Formation and the 

Revitalisation of Configurations, as OBJECTIVES we need to 

meet in order to reach our goal, together with the ACTION 

needed to achieve them. 

3. Thirdly, we share our reflections on our Charism, the Spirit’s gift 

that is our MOTIVATING FORCE, the source and fountain of 

everything in our Life and Mission as Passionist religious, and 

the INSPIRATION of our Plan for the Renewal of our Passionist 

Mission. 

The Plan for the Renewal of our Passionist Mission that we de-

velop should also ensure that all the Congregation’s economic and ad-

ministrative resources are at its service.  
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PART 1: PASSIONIST  MISSION IN THE 

CHURCH AND WORLD TODAY 

Our life is our Mission (by witness),  

our Mission is our life (by action).

Three foundational features that the Chapter insisted on are: 

• The close connection between our Mission and our Community 

Life; this has been a marked characteristic of our Congregation 

from its beginnings.  

• The integral connection between our Mission and our Charism; 

renewing our Mission must build upon our dedication to Jesus 

in his Passion and to the crucified of today.  

• The need for continual discernment of our Mission in light of 

the Signs of our Times and the Gospel of the Passion; we have 

to respond to the needs of our world today. 

We propose as elements for our GOALS in Mission: 

1. Strengthening our Charismatic identity, especially in 

places where its vitality has been diminished: 

a) We believe firmly in the power and strength of our Charism, 

the gift of Remembrance of the Passion which we received from 

the Holy Spirit.  

b) We believe the Spirit calls us today to be bold in promoting this 

remembrance in new ways and new places and to confront a 

new forgetfulness of God in the Church and the world.  

2. Living our Mission as a gift both given and received: we 

both evangelise and are evangelised:  

a) Our Mission today as Passionists calls for the witness of vul-

nerable love, in the context of a Church which is called to a 

new humility.  

 
2 Superior General’s Report to the 47th General Chapter. 
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b) We must be prepared to move beyond ways that are comfort-

ing, because they are familiar, but which no longer give life.  

c) We feel the need to recommit ourselves to our Mission in col-

laboration now with Laity in a renewed Charismatic presence 

in the Church and world.  

3. Our Congregational response to the ‘existential peripheries’:  

a) We believe our response begins in listening – to the world, to 

the cry of the poor and to the voices of our own brothers in 

Community; our Plan should unfold a strategy of listening in 

which we all have a role to play.  

b) We can be more sensitive to the needs of others, be more wel-

coming and open; we must live in a more human way.  

c) We rejoice in the many ways the Passionist Mission is alive in 

the world today.  

d) At the same time, we are challenged to respond to new needs 

characteristic of our times, especially those that arise at the 

existential as well as geographic peripheries which Pope Fran-

cis alerts us to - migrants, refugees, the wounded Earth and 

the new challenges arising on the ‘digital continent’.  

4. Our Congregational response to Inter-Cultural Society:  

a) The Congregation today is itself newly multi-cultural; this pre-

sents us with challenges and opportunities. Our embrace of in-

ter-culturality is today a prophetic gesture. We have to build 

solidarity and communion continuously. 

b) Our communities need to be welcoming and open to this inter-

cultural reality.  

c) As society changes, we need to change; our vitality depends on 

our Mission to others just as much as on our Community Life.  

d) We need better collaboration between the Configurations to 

create harmony and provide help where it is needed.  

We propose as elements for our planned ACTION in Mission: 

1. Proclaiming the Gospel of the Passion by:  

i) Proclaiming the Word of the Cross in all our preaching.  



Reflections and Orientations from the 47th General Chapter 

11 

ii) Helping people meditate on the Passion and on their experi-

ence of the Cross (lectio divina).  

iii) Entering into a new evangelisation and being open to its var-

ious forms.  

iv) Celebrating the Liturgy, especially the Eucharist.  

v) Articulating the criteria and methodology for specifically Pas-

sionist apostolic action.  

2. Developing our outreach by: 

i)  Having compassion and empathy for the people of God en-

trusted to us.  

ii) Each Community exploring the existential peripheries closest 

to them and integrating an appropriate response within the 

Community apostolic project. Each Major Superior should 

support this study of the peripheries and resource the local 

communities in their responses.  

iii) Using new mediums of art, music, symbol, image, etc. 

iv) Developing and extending our presence in the digital world.  

v) Evangelising by attraction – the witness of our Community 

life as part of a Church that is always looking outwards.  
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PART 2: PASSIONIST  COMMUNITY  LIFE 

When we speak about ‘Renewing our Mission’  

it is primarily about renewing ourselves.

The General Chapter gave close attention to renewing Passionist Com-

munity Life. Our Constitutions present us with the historical and ex-

istential reason for our foundation in the Church: 

Saint Paul of the Cross gathered companions to 

live together and to proclaim  

the Gospel of Christ to all.  4 

The Church with her supreme authority  

approved our Congregation and its Rule,  

and entrusted us with a Mission:  

to preach the Gospel of the Passion  

by our life and apostolate.5  

We are called to a life in Community, but always in the Missionary 

dimension. As the Superior General stated in his Report to the Chap-

ter: ‘Our Mission is integrally connected with our life in Community ... 

as two sides of the same coin. Our life is our Mission (by witness), our 

Mission is our life (by action).’ The Community Life desired by Saint 

Paul of the Cross - and also by ourselves - cannot be closed in on itself 

or be self-referential, but must participate in the Mission of the univer-

sal Church according to the Charism we have received. 

Community Life, therefore, is a primary dimension of our apostolate.  

 
3 Superior General’s Report to the 47th General Chapter. 
4 CONSTITUTIONS, #1 
5 CONSTITUTIONS, #2 
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We propose as elements for our OBJECTIVES in Community Life: 

1. Shaping our Community Life as a ‘Covenant’ which ex-

presses the true heart of our lives together:  

a) We recognise our life together as the catalyst of our renewal 

and where we are accountable. 

b) We acknowledge that the animation of Community Life de-

pends on all members, not just one person. 

c) We work to create a welcoming environment 

2. Making our Community Life a ‘school of prayer’: 

a) Ensuring our relationship with God is the centre of everything 

we do. 

b) Through commitment to the experience of prayer, contempla-

tion, silence. 

3. Making our Community Life a ‘school of humanity’: 

a) We promote a spirit of dialogue and tolerance, sacrifice and 

patience – creating something that is humanly liveable. 

b) We practice understanding, forgiveness and reconciliation - in-

tegrating all aspects of our life in common. 

We propose as elements for our planned ACTION in Commu-

nity Life: 

1. In daily life by:  

i)  Communities establishing the times of praying together. 

ii) Communities establishing the times of meeting together. 

iii)  Openly addressing the many problems and challenges that 

face us in the practice of Community: individualism, limited 

and closed mentality, inability to live Community life, the dif-

ficulty of relationships with the confreres, disagreement with 

the authorities and the negative impact of living too much in 

the digital world.  
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2. Planning our communal life by: 

i) Each Community making an assessment of itself every year, 

and planning the development of the Community project on 

an annual basis.  

ii) Each community regularly reviewing the evolution of their 

life. 

iii) Providing training for local superiors. 

iv) Major Superiors drawing up a statement (letter) for catech-

esis on life in Community. 

PART 3: FORMATION  – INITIAL AND ONGOING 

The essential aim of all our Formation  

– initial and ongoing –  

is that it becomes for each of us  

‘a process of progressive assumption  

of the sentiments of Christ’.

Real Ongoing Formation (lifelong learning) …  

takes place  

every day and in every moment. 

In addressing the topic of Formation, the General Chapter discerned a 

great need in the Congregation today to give attention not only to Ini-

tial Formation but also Ongoing Formation - at both the ‘ordinary’ level 

(i.e. day to day learning) and the ‘extraordinary’ level (i.e. specific 

courses, seminars etc.). Planning for this is needed by both General and 

Provincial governance.  

 
6 VITA CONSECRATA. 
7 A. Cencini, address to the 47th General Chapter. 
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The challenge to each religious is to reflect, meditate, live, testify and 

proclaim our Passionist Charism. It is a challenge that requires every 

member of the Congregation to be open to growth at the level of his 

own humanity (psychologically, spiritually, theologically and socially), 

to be committed to lifelong learning, and to be open to reading and re-

sponding to the Signs of the Times. This is what A. Cencini referred to 

as ‘docibilitas’, a fundamental openness and docility for learning 

throughout one’s life. 

We propose as elements for our OBJECTIVES in Formation: 

1. Creating a Community culture of awareness of Ongoing 

Formation - that does not end in a particular place or time 

or stage of life: 

a) Establishing a Congregational, Province and Community 

mind-set of lifelong learning, of continuous Formation. 

b) Establishing and adhering to goals of continuous For-

mation and lifelong learning which each religious sets for 

himself. 

c) Providing well-resourced personnel to lead Ongoing For-

mation - both ‘ordinary’ and ‘extraordinary’.  

2. Making Initial Formation an effective priority at all levels 

in the Congregation:  

a) Ensuring that our students (and members of the Congre-

gation) receive adequate Formation for the reality of pas-

toral life in today’s world.  

b) Special attention to be given to the challenges of students 

transitioning from the Formation Community to life in the 

apostolic communities.  

c) Ensuring that Initial Formation is led by well-prepared 

personnel. 

3. Being especially attentive to the area of safeguarding of 

children and vulnerable adults: 

a) Attending to safeguarding in all its forms, as an integral 

part of Passionist life and Mission today. 
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b) Developing an understanding of the need to create safe en-

vironments. 

c) Every Entity taking responsibility for ensuring adequate 

Formation of all the religious in this area.  

We propose as elements for ACTION in Formation: 

1. The preparation and implementation of a General Plan of 

Formation: 

i) The Plan will be drawn up by the Formation Commission, 

together with the Secretary for Formation, after wide con-

sultation.  

ii) The Plan will assist formators, as the vital and responsible 

agents for the conduct of Initial Formation, in their prepa-

ration for and ongoing education in this ministry.  

iii)  Implementation of the Plan will entail developing pro-

grammes, meetings and seminars at the various levels 

(Provinces, Configurations, General Administration).  

2. Developing Ongoing Formation: 

i) Resources to be prepared by the Formation Commission, 

together with the Secretary for Formation (programmes, 

exercises, etc. for use at various levels - in Communities, 

Provinces, Configurations).  

ii) Providing adequate assistance for those responsible for co-

ordinating Ongoing Formation in each of the Entities. 

iii) Ensuring that Ongoing Formation is developed in the con-

text of and as part of the Community project. 

iv) Major Superiors ensure that Formation for safeguarding 

takes place within each entity and that it corresponds to 

the civil and ecclesial norms of those countries in which we 

live and work. 
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PART 4: REVITALISING  THE CONFIGURATIONS  

AS OUR PRINCIPAL STRUCTURES  OF 

SOLIDARITY 

Over the journey of our restructuring process,  

the Congregation discerned collaboration in solidarity  

as an important way of being for the future.

 

The Configurations are principally organised  

to promote dialogue and cooperation  

between the different parts of the Congregation,  

and to foster initiatives and common action  

for the life and Mission of the Congregation.

The Configurations that the Congregation established over recent 

years in the process of restructuring are now in a particular phase of 

development; therefore, an assessment and evaluation of them and 

what they have achieved thus far is one of the principal means to revi-

talise them. 

Among the challenges of revitalisation is rising above a ‘province only’ 

mentality, and beginning to work within the diversity of cultures, lan-

guages and experiences that the Configurations represent. What we 

discerned in the Chapter is a call to focus our response here on the 

Missionary dimension of our Passionist life rather than think only of 

our fragility.  

We propose as elements for our OBJECTIVES for Configura-

tions & Solidarity: 

 
8 Superior General’s Report to the 47th General Chapter. 
9 46th General Chapter Document, quoted by the Superior General in his Report. 
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1. Re-emphasising the call to greater and deeper solidarity in 

guiding and nourishing the Configurations’ revitalisation.  

a) Re-presenting this focus in the three areas of Formation, 

Personnel and Finance, and taking account also of action 

on JPIC, especially the need to care for the planet as ‘our 

common home’. 

b) Discerning the concrete forms of solidarity within these ar-

eas which are appropriate to the different local and re-

gional needs within Configurations. 

c) Developing and consolidating the structures of the Configu-

rations in order for them to be effective as the means of 

Congregational solidarity. 

2. Extending the vision of Congregational solidarity to the 

inter-Configurational level appropriate to today’s global-

ised world.  

a) Opening a dialogue and a sharing of resources across Con-

figurations aimed at extending the Congregation’s interna-

tional solidarity.  

b) Encouraging and developing inter-Configurational projects. 

We propose as elements for ACTION for Configurations & Soli-

darity: 

1. At Configuration level: 

i) Each Configurations makes an assessment of itself, review-

ing what has been achieved and what is needed for its re-

vitalisation.  

ii) Configurations develop concrete ways of engaging in the is-

sues of JPIC and environmental sustainability.  

iii) Configurations take an active part in establishing the goals 

and objectives of our post-Chapter Charism-based Plan for 

the Renewal of our Passionist Mission, taking account of 

their lived experience. 
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2. At inter-Configuration level: 

i) Meetings and consultations between Configurations to 

identify needs and opportunities for inter-Configurational 

solidarity in Formation, Personnel, Finance and JPIC. 

ii) The Configuration Presidents and the Extended General 

Council monitor and coordinate the inter-Configurational 

developments.  

PART 5: THE CHARISM  
OF THE MEMORIA PASSIONIS 

It is time now for us to focus 

 on the Charismatic testimony of our Mission – the reason  

for our existence as a Congregation

The Charism of the Memoria Passionis is what gives us the fundamen-

tal rationale of our Plan for the Renewal of our Passionist Mission. The 

Chapter, from its reflection on our Charism, which was deep and per-

sonally engaging, offers the Congregation these summary points: 

The Charism as the Holy Spirit’s gift opens us to the grace of God in 

contemplation, prayer, and silence. We are enabled to understand more 

deeply the fullness of the love of God, so that our life can be re-inspired, 

and we may offer ourselves totally to the Crucified. 

This is our starting point - Jesus Crucified. The Passion of Jesus Christ 

is ‘the greatest expression of the love of God’. This is the Memory of the 

Passion that we seek to keep alive in ourselves and in others.  

Jesus in his Passion also invites us to serve the crucified ones of today, 

while, at the same time, he speaks to us through each of these crucified 

ones. Thus, the logos of the Crucified (Jn. 1:1) becomes the 

 
10 Superior General’s Report to the General Chapter. 
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manifestation of the Father's passion for humanity. Our Passionist 

communities, called to be schools of prayer, become the means to com-

municate to others the new hope that our Charism proclaims. 

We embrace the Crucified more confidently from the perspective of our 

personal limitations and sufferings, sharing in the suffering endured 

today by the Church, sharing with suffering humanity, and the suffer-

ing earth. The Charism nourishes and renews our Community, and it 

challenges us to respond to all human suffering from the heart of the 

Paschal mystery. In our life in Community we seek a deeper insight 

into the meaning of God's love to share with others.  

The many aspects of today's life that we encounter are enlightened by the 

Passion of Christ, which gives prophetic sense to situations of poverty, 

lack of solidarity, struggle for justice, respect for others, defence of crea-

tion, the capacity to dialogue with other religions, etc. We believe and 

maintain that the Passion of Christ which penetrates every age, culture 

and locality can never be obsolete, or disconnected, or out of place. 

The Memoria Passionis expresses the very essence of who we are. It 

inspires our response and adaptation to changing times, and calls us 

to conversion in our own lives and to bring about the necessary trans-

formation of the structures of our Congregation. 

OUR DREAM FOR OUR CONGREGATION 

We want to continue in the footsteps of our Founder, St. Paul of the 

Cross, who first received the Charism of the Memoria Passionis. This 

is the light by which the Passionist Congregations discerns its Life, 

Mission and Apostolate. Our vocation has its origins in the mystery of 

this Charism which God gives us. Thus, we go forward, recalling the 

past with gratitude, living the present moment in a prophetic way, and 

facing the future with hope. 

The Charism continues to nourish each one of us, and all the members 

of the Passionist Family when we ‘remain always close to Christ cruci-

fied and his suffering people’ (Message of Pope Francis to the Chapter). 
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This was a General Chapter in which many new voices were present. 

It was one in which the majority of the Capitulars took part for the first 

time. The brothers shared their hopes and dreams and expressed their 

deep desire for an authentic renewal of our Mission which would be 

accompanied by a renewal of ourselves.  

The General Chapter believes that the renewal of Community Life, the 

strengthening of our Formation process and efforts to revitalise our 

Configurations will give us the strength to pursue the renewal of the 

Mission entrusted to us by the Church - that is, to keep alive in the 

Church and in the world ‘the memory of God's love flowing from the 

Cross’. (Message of Pope Francis to the Chapter) 
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Messages from the General Chapter 

I. To the Laity in the Passionist Family 

As we end our 47th General Chapter with its theme: “Renewing of our 

Mission: Gratitude, Prophesy, Hope”, we greet the lay people who are 

part of our Passionist family and mission. You share our spirituality as 

sons and daughters of St. Paul of the Cross and we approach the future 

with you. 

During our Chapter we looked at our mission with you – a mission “with” 

you. As a religious community we are incomplete without you. 

 “What’s your experience working with the laity?” That question 

yielded a rich response from groups of Chapter members from all parts of 

the world. The experience takes many different forms, for you bring gifts 

different than ours and a holiness that often challenges ours. We welcome 

the graces you bring. 

For that reason, we sought a mechanism at this Chapter to gather your 

wisdom and find ways to work together with you. 

During our Chapter, Father Amedeo Cencini offered a welcomed presen-

tation on life-long formation. He called “docibilitas”, the willingness to be 

taught, the key to grow daily in life. Life in all its shapes and forms is how 

our loving God invites us to learn, day by day. 

We see the need for docility in us all in the days ahead, as our community, 

our church and the world itself face an uncharted future. The present sex-

ual abuse crisis, for one example, calls for docility. Church leaders and 

ministers, along with lay people, need to search humbly together for the 

wisdom and knowledge that bring healing and peace. 

In the Consistory Hall in the Vatican where our Chapter members re-

ceived the blessing of Pope Francis on October 22nd, there is a large paint-

ing of Jesus inviting his disciples, Peter, James and John and the others, 

to follow him to Jerusalem. Mark’s Gospel, read during Sundays of 
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October, says the disciples did not understand fully what the invitation to 

take up their cross meant. Neither do we fully understand it, but as Pas-

sionists we commit ourselves, under the patronage of St. Paul of the Cross, 

to know and live the mystery of the Passion of Jesus. 

Let us embrace this mystery together as we prepare to celebrate 300 years 

of our history as a Passionist family. As our Chapter ends let us pray for 

one another, asking the Holy Spirit to make us docile learners. 

Come, Holy Spirit, bring healing and life to our Passionist family, our 

church and our world. Amen. 
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II. The Passionists journey with Young People 

Dear young people of the world, 

We Passionists congregated in Rome for our General Chapter from 6 Oc-

tober to 27 October 2018. During the same time period, an international 

meeting of bishops (Synod) took place at the Vatican.  The topic that they 

studied was, “Young People, Faith and Vocational Discernment.” You were 

present in our prayers during these days because we want to share our 

mission and charism with you. The values which you embrace and express 

challenge us to renew our Passionist vocation. Like you, we also need to 

overcome prejudices. We need to begin our conversion if we want to move 

forward together with you. 

From the Cross, Jesus Crucified gazes upon all people because He knows 

the sufferings of every person, especially those who are excluded, ex-

ploited, manipulated, or those who are abused in various ways. For this 

reason, Jesus Crucified calls us to reach out to you, wherever you are, and 

to offer you our loving service, just as the Church has ministered to hu-

manity from its very beginning. If we hear and talk about your apathy, if 

we perceive some of you as unbelievers, if we classify you as being “alien-

ated from the Church”, in part we must blame ourselves because we have 

failed to be attentive to you. We believe that a way to renew our mission 

is to learn how to care for you.  

We, the Passionists, are in the process of examining and renewing our Mis-

sion and we know that this process includes risks. Nevertheless, we want 

to take risks with you and for you. We know that in this process we can 

learn much from you. We want to connect with you and share with you the 

joy of the Gospel, especially through digital media by creating a social net-

work with evangelical values. We thank God for your presence and open-

ness to dialogue. We hope that you will join us in this new means of evan-

gelization. 

All of us share a common vocation to holiness that we received through our 

baptism. Our mission calls us to proclaim the Gospel of the Passion to the 
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world with our life and our apostolate, according to the spiritual teachings 

of St. Paul of the Cross. You can help us fulfill this mission, because you 

have your own means of expressing your faith and of taking risks in order 

to commit yourselves to sharing the Gospel and transforming the various 

realities that continue to crucify humanity. The spirituality of the Passion 

provides you with multiple opportunities to volunteer and fulfill your vo-

cation by being in solidarity with and reaching out to those who are on the 

peripheries of our world. This is the missionary vocation by which the 

Church calls us to live in a prophetic way. 

We Passionists want to live, share, and witness the charism of the Passion 

with you by offering responses of hope to those who are seeking meaningful 

ways to live their life. Together we want to increase and reinvigorate your 

sense of happiness, hope, confidence and commitment, and to offer you a 

clearer vision for the future. Thus, remembering the words of Pope Francis 

to young people in Cracow, Poland, during the World Youth Day 2016, we 

Passionists want to say that the world has no need for “young retirees, nor 

young people of the sofa”. Young people and the Passionists need to jour-

ney together. Young people and the Passionists need to walk the city 

streets. Side by side, young people and the Passionists need to travel the 

roads of the world toward the future. 

With you, we Passionists want to renew our Mission. In a spirit of grati-

tude to God, we know that we are family; with a spirit of prophecy, we will 

face the challenges ahead; and in a spirit of hope, we embrace the Cross of 

Christ. 
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APPROVED 
CHANGES TO LEGISLATION  

A) CONSTITUTIONS 

➢ Definitive modifications of the Constitutions, approved 

in the 2012 Chapter and confirmed in 2018 11 

146. 

The Superior General convokes the General Synod once every six 

years, three years following the General Chapter. With the consent 

of his Council he may summon it at other times, when he judges it 

opportune, or at the request of a majority of Provincial Superiors. 

The members of the Synod must be consulted about the agenda 

proposed for the meetings and are free to put forward other topics 

for discussion. 

147. (b) 

The Superior General, in order to have constant communication 

with the various parts of the Congregation, in order to know their 

difficulties and their expectations and to implement choices that 

foster Solidarity within the areas of Personnel, Formation and Fi-

nances, in addition to his Council and the Synod, he also avails 

himself of the assistance of the Extended Council, as an advisory 

body, as defined in the General Regulations. 

 
11 CIVCSVA Approval Prot.n. P.92-2/2013, 10 June 2019. 
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➢ Ad experimentum modifications of the Constitutions, ap-

proved in the 2018 Chapter 12 

104.   

The establishment, suppression, and joining of Provinces are re-

served to the General Chapter, or to the Superior General with the 

consent of the General Synod. 

The modification and suspension of a Province belongs to the Su-

perior General with the consent of his Council, having heard the 

opinion of the Provincial Authorities concerned. 

The constitution, the modification, the suspension and the sup-

pression of a Vice-Province pertains to the Superior General with 

the consent of his Council, after having consulted with the others 

concerned.  

The establishment and suppression of a General Regional Vicariate 

are reserved to the Superior General with the consent of his Coun-

cil.  

The establishment and suppression of a Provincial Regional Vicar-

iate are reserved to the Provincial Chapter or to another body de-

termined according to the Regulations of the Province, with the pre-

vious approval of the Superior General having obtained the consent 

of his Council.  

The establishment and suppression of a religious house are effected 

by the Superior General with the consent of his Council, after com-

plying with the requirements of common law, and after having con-

sulted the Provincial Authority concerned.  

In order to observe the requirements of law, a petition for the es-

tablishment or suppression of a religious house must be made to 

the Superior General by the Provincial Superior with the consent 

of his Council, and with the consent, or advice of those who accord-

ing to provincial legislation also have a voice in the matter. 

 
12 CIVCSVA Approval Prot.n. P.92-2/2013, 10 June 2019. 
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129. 

The General Chapter meets every six years. 

Its ex officio members are-- the Superior General, who will also preside 

at the Chapter, previous Superiors General, the General Consultors, 

the Procurator General, the Secretary General, the Secretary Gen-

eral for Solidarity and the Missions, the General Econome, Provin-

cial Superiors, and Vice-Provincial Superiors and the Superiors of 

the General Vicariates. 

Additionally, the presidents of the Configurations who are not 

major superiors will also participate ex officio. If a Provincial or 

Vice-Provincial Superior is prevented from attending the Chapter, his 

place will be taken by his first Consultor; if he in turn is unable to at-

tend, another shall be chosen by the Provincial Council. 

If the president of the Configuration is prevented from attend-

ing, the vice president will attend. If he is also prevented from 

attending, the Executive Council will choose another. 

138. 

 The Superior General with the consent of his Council will appoint 

the Procurator General, the Secretary General, the General 

Econome, the Secretary General for Solidarity and the Mis-

sions and the Postulator General. 

The Superior General with the consent of his Council will also ap-

point local Superiors in those houses over which he exercises imme-

diate jurisdiction. 

139. 

If a General Consultor leaves office, his place will be filled until the 

next General Chapter by another religious elected by the Superior 

General, the General Consultors and the Procurator General acting 

collegially. 
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If the First Consultor leaves office, after electing a consultor, 

the Superior General and the Consultors will establish colle-

gially who shall be the First Consultor. 

147. 

 The Superior General is ex officio president of the Synod. The other 

members take part in the Synod according to the norms of the 

General Regulations. 

159. 

 The Executive Council of the Configuration shall establish 

the means of electing the delegates and their substitutes for 

the General Chapter both ordinary and extraordinary. These 

norms will be approved by the Superior General with the 

consent of his Council. 
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B) GENERAL REGULATIONS 

2. 

 The official texts of the Constitutions and of the General Regulations 

are those in the Italian language. 

Having consulted the Provincial Councils, the General Council will ar-

range for the translation of the official texts into the various languages 

spoken in the Congregation. 

18. 

 The Provincial authority shall establish the suffrages to be 

offered that it considers most appropriate, for the religious 

of the same Province, for their parents and for benefactors.  

20. 

 Only a General Chapter can grant the reciprocity of suf-

frages with other institutes. 

 In each local community, composed of at least three religious 

Holy Mass will be celebrated: 

a) On the occasion of the death of the Sovereign Pontiff, 

of the Superior General, and of a former Superior Gen-

eral; if possible, this will be the community Mass; 

b) Once a month the following Masses will be celebrated: 

1. For our religious, nuns and Sisters in communi-

cation of suffrages with us, and those who died 

during the previous month. 

2. For all deceased Passionists. 

3. For deceased parents and benefactors. 

4. For all living parents and benefactors. 

c) Furthermore, during the month of November, in addi-

tion to the above Masses, three other Holy Masses will 

be celebrated: 

1. For all deceased Passionists. 

2. For the deceased parents of our religious. 

3. For all deceased benefactors. 
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46. 

 The Provincial Chapter determines the formalities and duration of 

the postulancy, which should be not less than one year. 

The purpose of the postulancy is to enable a judgement to be formed 

about the vocation and aptitudes of the candidate to religious life, 

and about his human and emotional maturity. Furthermore, the re-

ligious instruction of the postulant can be assessed, and completed 

if necessary, thus providing a smooth and orderly transition to the 

novitiate. 

47. 

 If it is considered appropriate before starting the postulancy, 

and in any case, before beginning his novitiate, each candidate 

must declare in writing that he enters the Congregation freely, that 

he is not concealing any serious or chronic ailment, and that he will 

claim nothing for any work done should he leave or be dismissed 

from the Congregation.  

Whenever possible, this declaration should be valid in civil law. 

51.  

Religious in formation do not take part in local Chapters for admis-

sion to profession and orders. 

Religious in formation are those who are preparing for Holy 

Orders, until priestly ordination or the permanent diaco-

nate, and Brothers until Final Profession. 

67. 

In our law, whether at general, provincial, or local level, when a vote 

or suffrage of the Council or another assembly is required, it is al-

ways to be understood as a consultative vote, unless it is certain that 

consent is required. 

In the tradition of our Congregation blank ballots do not 

compute as valid and lower the quorum. 
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68. 

The following are deprived of active and passive voice: 

(a) those who have an indult of separation from the Congregation, 

even if only temporary, those exclaustrated, and those dis-

missed from the Congregation; 

(b) those who have requested a dispensation from the obligations 

imposed by orders or religious profession, whether or not celi-

bacy is included. If the dispensation has been denied, how-

ever, and they have re-entered or remained in the Congrega-

tion, they recover their rights; 

(c) those who have been deprived temporarily or permanently, ei-

ther by lawful authority, or automatically as determined in 

law, as well as those unlawfully absent from the community. 

(d) as a precautionary measure, those religious involved 

in cases concerning Delicta Graviora prescribed by 

law, from the beginning of the investigation until the 

end of the procedure. 

69. 

As regards residences, interprovincial houses and mission sta-

tions: 

(a) A residence is a house opened to meet a particular need and is 

regulated by norms given by the Major Superior on whom it 

directly depends. Religious live there together but without 

constituting a juridical person. The Superior General, the Pro-

vincial Chapter, and the Congress of a Vice-Province have the 

competence to open a residence. 

(b) Interprovincial houses are only those houses that have 

been declared as such by the Superior General with the 

consent of his Council, having consulted with the Pro-

vincials concerned. These houses are governed by the 

norms approved by the Superior General with the con-

sent of his Council. 

(c) A mission station administered by our religious is regulated 

by norms given by the Religious Superior or Regional Vicar, 
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with the approval of the Major Superior to whom it is imme-

diately subject. 

 These norms must accord with those established by the local Ordi-

nary, or those laid down in the contract drawn up between the com-

petent ecclesiastical and religious authorities. 

77. 

Each Configuration shall be entitled to one participant in the 

General Chapter for every 25 religious. After excluding the 

ex-officio participants, a sufficient number of delegates shall 

be elected in order to reach the above-stated quota of one 

representative for every 25 religious; as far as possible one 

shall be a Brother.  

The number of religious must be determined at least one year 

before the celebration of the General Chapter. Those who have 

been deprived of active and passive voice are not considered as mem-

bers in this reckoning. 

78. 

 The Superior General with the consent of his Council may call ex-

perts to attend the Chapter. They take part, however, only in a con-

sultative capacity. 

The Superior General with the consent of his Council may also invite 

some religious to take part in the Chapter in a consultative capacity, 

so as to ensure that all parts of the Congregation are represented. 

The President of a Chapter or a Congress, with the consent 

of the same Chapter or Congress, may abrogate the right of a 

religious to participate in the same Chapter or Congress 

when, without justified permission, he has not participated 

in one third of the work of the Chapter or Congress. 

[80* new] 

 The members of a General Synod are those who participate 

ex-officio in a General Chapter, as well as the provincial con-

sultors of those provinces that are Configurations. 
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81. 

 The General Curia comprises the Superior General, the General 

Consultors, the Procurator General, the Secretary General, the Gen-

eral Econome, the General Secretary for Solidarity and the 

Missions, and the Postulator General. 

The Superior General will name the other members of the General 

Curia that are necessary to carry out various activities, such as keep-

ing the Archives. 

The officials of the General Curia are named by the Superior General 

when he begins his term of office and may be replaced at any time 

before it ends. 

88. 

 The Procurator General deals with the Holy See on juridical affairs 

of the Congregation, in particular those concerning the Holy 

See. As a matter of course he is called to the General Consultas 

when matters pertaining to his office are deliberated. If he is 

not also a General Consultor, however, he has no deliberative vote, 

except in those matters foreseen by law. 

91. 

 The Secretary General for Solidarity and the Missions conducts 

the affairs of the Missions of the Congregation with the Holy See, 

always respecting the rights of the Procurator General. Ordinarily 

he is called to the General Council meetings, with consultative voice 

only, when matters concerning the Missions are being discussed. 

123. 

 Every three months, the local Econome presents to his community 

an account of his administration of the house. At the end of each 

year, he presents a similar account to the Provincial Superior. 

Each year the Provincial Superior gives to every house and to the 

Superior General a financial account of the entire Provincial Ad-

ministration; and each year the Superior General gives to every 

Province an account of the General Administration.  
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DECREES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A) DECREES 

I. Financial Regulations Directory 

As stated in N. 58 of the document of the Congregation for In-

stitutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, 

"Economy at the service of the Charism and Mission", the Gen-

eral Chapter entrusts the Superior General with the consent of 

his Council and after having consulted the General Synod, with 

preparing and approving the Congregation's Financial Regula-

tions or Directory. 

II. Determination of maximum amounts for acts of ex-

traordinary administration 

1. Permission of the Superior General and the Holy See 

1.1. For the validity of the alienation and for any other com-

mercial matters in which the patrimonial situation of the 

Congregation could be subject to detriment, the sum of 

which exceeds that established by the Holy See for the 

individual countries, in addition to the provisions of the 

Provincial Regulations, the written permission of the Su-

perior General with the consent of his Council and the 

approval of the Holy See is required. 

1.2. The same procedure is always required for the sale of 

votive gifts made to our churches and valuable objects of 

historical or artistic value. 

2. Permission of the Superior General 

2.1 For the alienation and other legal commercial matters re-

ferred to in No. 1.1, whose sum exceeds 60% of that estab-

lished by the Holy See for individual countries, in addition 

to the provisions of the Provincial norms, the permission 
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of the Superior General shall be requested with the con-

sent of his Council. 

2.2 Similarly, to spend a sum whose amount exceeds 60% of 

that established by the Holy See for sales (as mentioned 

above), in addition to what is established by Provincial 

norms, the written permission of the Superior General is 

required with the consent of his Council. 

3. The Faculty of Provincial Authority 

3.1 For the alienation or for other financial matters (referred 

to in N. 1.1) or to deal with expenses whose sum does not 

exceed that established in the NN. 1.1, 2.1 and 2.2, the 

provisions stated in Provincial norms shall be employed. 

III. Stable Patrimony, (to be included in the General 

Regulations, beginning Chapter 8) 

In our Institute, stable patrimony consists of all real estate 

and movable property which by legitimate assignments are 

destined to guarantee the economic security of the Insti-

tute. For the assets of the entire Institute, this transaction 

is done by the General Chapter or by the Superior General 

with the consent of his Council. For the goods of a Province, 

Vice-Province, or Vicariate, as well as for the goods of a 

legitimately erected house, this transaction is done by the 

Provincial Chapter or by the Congress and confirmed by 

the Superior General with the consensus of his Council. 

The procedures relating to legitimate transactions, as well 

as those relating to alienation, shall be stipulated in the 

Financial Directory. 

IV. Suppression of the Province of St. Gabriel of the 

Sorrowful Virgin (Belgium) – GABR 

Given the request made by the Provincial Chapter of the 

Province of St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin (GABR), the 

General Chapter, in conformity with No. 104 of the Consti-

tutions, decrees the suppression of the Province of St. 



Decrees, Declarations and Recommendations 

37 

Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin. The Superior General with 

his Council, and in dialogue with the interested parties, 

will decide the matter of the religious, the two houses and 

of the former Province. 

V. The Extraordinary Maintenance Fund for the Gen-

eral Curia 

Until the next General Synod (2021), for one year, and only 

once, from 2018, permission to withdraw 10% of the total 

Solidarity Fund to constitute an extraordinary fund avail-

able to the General Curia for extraordinary expenses. For 

steady growth in this fund, the General Econome is re-

quested to provide for the organization of the administra-

tion of the General Curia. 

The General Synod of 2021 will assess the previously es-

tablished extraordinary maintenance fund and be able to 

make any changes that it considers to be appropriate. 

VI. The Budget of the General Curia 

At the beginning of each administrative year of the General 

Curia, the General Econome shall prepare the budget for 

that administrative year. 

The budget will be operational after its approval by the 

General Council, which will necessarily take place within 

the month of January of the respective administrative 

year. 

In September of the year preceding the administrative 

year, a first draft of the budget will be subject to the exam-

ination of the Extended Council and will also be sent to 

Provincial and Viceprovincial Superiors. 
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VII. Guidelines for ministry with minors and vulnerable 

adults 

We Passionists, gathered for our 47 General Chapter, say 

"NO" to sexual abuse of minors wherever it occurs, partic-

ularly when it occurs within the Church and within our 

own Congregation. 

We express our sincere shame and sadness for those times 

when some of our religious have failed to protect children 

from danger. 

We apologize unreservedly to those who have been harmed. 

We apologize for the times when authorities did not believe 

the accusations presented, when our responses were inad-

equate and when we did not afford the victims priority. 

We wholeheartedly strive for the safeguarding and protec-

tion of children and vulnerable adults and for the ongoing 

conversion necessary for the integrity of ministry and the 

construction of a healthy Church. 

As a Congregation, we commit ourselves to all that is re-

quired of us by the Gospel, and by our Rule of life. We are 

also committed to seeing that our Congregation fully com-

plies with all that is required of us by Canon Law, by the 

policies and protocols of the diocese within which we min-

ister, and those of our General and local Authorities. 

We will abide by these guidelines in our personal lives, in 

our communities, in the formation of our religious and in 

our ministries. 

"The Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ, an inter-

national Congregation of religious priests and brothers, ad-

heres to the guidelines on the professional qualities of 

priests and religious approved by the Holy See, as well as 

those established by the local Conferences of Religious and 

Bishops. 

Based on the Guidelines established by each Regional Epis-

copal Conference and the Conference of Religious, each 

Province, Vice-Province and Vicariate must write and make 
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public their guidelines for the protection of children and 

vulnerable adults and the procedures to be taken regarding 

a religious who is accused of sexual abuse. 

These guidelines must respect the rights and needs of those 

who may file accusations as well as the rights and needs of 

the priest or Brother who is accused. All written guidelines 

must be sent and kept in the archive of the Procurator Gen-

eral." (46th General Chapter 2012) 

B) DECLARATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) The Process of Restructuring 

The General Chapter confirms the process of Restructuring pro-

posed at the General Chapter of the year 2000, initiated at the 

General Synod of the year 2004 and approved at the General 

Chapter of the year 2012, as an instrument to foster dialogue 

and solidarity between the different entities of the Congrega-

tion and to realize common initiatives and actions for the life 

and mission of the Congregation. The Chapter recommends 

that the General Government, in dialogue with the Extended 

Council, assist the Configurations in order to promote the vital-

ity of the Congregation. 

2) Number of religious per house 

Our communities must be composed of at least three religious 

(cf. Const. 103, d) and should have the concrete possibility for a 

real life of fraternal communion, prayer and apostolate, as is 

required by our Constitutions. 

The General Chapter recommends that, by the next General 

Synod, all Major Superiors verify the numerical composition of 

the communities and ensure their organization for authentic 

and fruitful community life. 

3) Language for the "editio typica" of our Proper texts 

The Chapter requests that the Superior General and his Coun-

cil petition the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Disci-

pline of the Sacraments that the "editio typica" (standard ver-

sion) of our liturgical texts be Italian. 
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4) Safeguarding Creation 

In the light of the concern for the environmental crisis of our 

time and inspired by the Encyclical "Laudato Sì" by Pope Fran-

cis, the General Chapter recommends that all the entities of the 

Congregation evaluate how best to respond to this concern, and 

commit themselves to assuming concrete action steps in this 

respect. 

5) The mission of the Congregation and social/digital 

media 

The General Chapter recommends that the General Council es-

tablish a Passionist consultative Commission on Social Net-

works which, with the help of experts in the field, can help the 

Congregation to establish new directions for our digital pres-

ence and for our social media platforms. A General Consultor 

shall chair this Commission. 

6) The Passionist Family 

The General Chapter recommends that the Superior General 

and his Council examine the possibility of the creation of an 

international commission, composed of religious and lay Pas-

sionists, to promote cooperation and exchange between the var-

ious lay groups associated with our Congregation. 

7) The unique value of the Passionist Vocation 

To highlight the fact that Consecrated Life is the foundation of 

our common life, and in order to promote the unique value of 

the Passionist vocation within the Congregation, and also to 

foster a spirit of equality and respect in a community of people 

who are dedicated to this vocation, the Chapter recommends 

that, together with other religious Congregations, the request 

should be renewed to the Holy See to recognize the possibility 

of full participation of religious Brothers in the government of 

the Congregation. 

 


