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As we know, billions of plastic particles 
litter our streets, oceans and land, and we 
are now realising how serious this situation 
has become. To have some idea of the 
amount of plastic pollution in the oceans, 
we produce over 300 million tons of plastic 
every year. 50% of this is for single use 
purposes. More than 8 million tons of 
plastic is dumped into the ocean annually. 
33% of marines species have been found 
tangled in some type of plastic litter and 
over 90% of all seabirds have plastic in 
their stomachs. 40% of all plastic usage is 
accounted for by packaging products. 500 
billion plastic bags are used globally every 
year (that is over 1 million bags every 
minute!).  
 
We’ve seen the images of great garbage 
patches in our oceans where plastic has 
accumulated due to ocean currents. The 
Great Pacific Garbage Patch, first 
discovered in the mid-1980s, is the largest 
in the world, measuring twice the size of 
Texas, or 1.6 million square kilometres, 
and lies between California and Hawaii. 

Ocean Cleanup 
 

Plastic Snow 
 An article is the BBC world news stated that 
scientists were shocked by the number of 
plastic particles they found, more than 
10,000 per litre, in the Arctic. This means 
that even there people are likely to be 
breathing in microplastics from the air, 
though the jury is still out on what the 
health implications, if any, there might be.  
 
The German-Swiss team of researchers 
published their findings in, The Journal of 
Science Advances. They collected snow 
samples from the Svalbard islands, then 
analysed the samples in the laboratory at 
Germany’s Alfred Wegener Institute in 
Bremerhaven. They discovered far more 
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The positive out of all this is that 
companies are trying to come up with 
ways to get rid of all this plastic before 
it’s too late. All around the world, 
volunteers gather for community clean 
up projects.  
 
Last September, The Ocean Cleanup, a 
company committed to ridding the 
oceans of plastic debris, started a 
massive project using advanced 
technology to clean trash floating in the 
Great Pacific Garbage Patch. They 
deployed a floating boom system from 
San Francisco Bay to start performing 
testing before beginning the project. On 
their website the company estimates that 
their system can clean 50% of the 
garbage patch in the Pacific every 5 
years. The company aims to recycle and 
reuse the plastic it collects by creating 
branded high-quality products such as 
phones, chairs, sunglasses, etc. (visit  
their website by going to: 
https://theoceancleanup.com.)  
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contaminating particles than they’d 
expected. Many were too small to 
ascertain where they’d come from, but the 
majority appeared to be composed of 
plastic, rubber tyres, varnish, paint and 
possibly synthetic fibres. The scientists 
concluded that the majority of the 
microplastic in the snow comes from the 
air.  
 
Researchers think that microplastics are 
being blown about by winds and then 
transported long distances through the 
atmosphere. These then are washed out 
of the atmosphere through precipitation, 
particularly snow.  
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Peter Gardiner CP is currently in Cambodia 
working with a volunteer organisation that 
builds houses for the poor. On Facebook 
he wrote: “It’s a good feeling when you 
start your Monday by rolling up your 
sleeves and start building a house for a 
family in need of safe shelter. It just never 
gets old!”  

Resource wise, I have added a new book 
to our JPIC library, which is Karen 
Armstrong’s, “The Battle for God.” The 
book traces the history and development 
of fundamentalism in Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity. It is a monumental work of 
study and research and gives valuable 
insight and understanding as to why 
fundamentalism develops from social and 
economic alienation. Highly recommended! 

My work with ACRATH continues to 
develop. I recently was in communication 
with the Canossian sister who works with 
the Sudanese community in Brisbane to 
ensure their support for the Bakhita mass 
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Recently, Archbishop Peter Comensoli 
explicitly stated that he would go to jail 
rather than break the seal of the 
confessional. In contrast to this, Fr. Kevin 
Dillon, of the Melbourne Archdiocese, said in 
an interview on the Chanel 9 news that the 
Church could change its rules about the 
confessional on this matter as it has on 
other matters throughout its history. Fr. 
Kevin’s statements are consistent with his 
strong stance to defend the victims of child 
sexual abuse and stand by them rather than 
defend the Church at their expense.  
 
The child sexual abuse scandals were a 
terrible business that damaged many 
innocent children’s lives and justifiably hurt 
the reputation of the Church. And, while I 
agree with Fr. Dillon’s statement, the fact is 
that, at present Church law has not changed 
and is ulikely to. So what do we do now?  
 
Honestly, I can’t help but see the Victorian 
Government’s legislation and anything other 
than a sectarian attack on the Catholic 

Anti-Catholic Legislation 
 

Regrettably, many efforts 

to seek concrete solutions 

to the environment crisis 

have proved ineffective, 

not only because of 

powerful opposition but 

also because of a more 

general lack of interest. 

(Pope Francis) 
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in the Cathedral in February next year to 
raise awareness of human trafficking and 
modern day slavery. She told me that the 
Sudanese choir were happy to support 
the mass, but what the Sudanese 
community would really love is if we were 
involved with their celebration for the 
feast of St. Bakhita. So I met with the 
Parish Pastoral Council for the Sudanese 
community, on the 14th of this month, to 
plan for ACRATH’s involvement int his 
event. They decided that, because the 
Cathedral mass draws outsiders as well, 
that they would make this mass their 
celebration next year and bus their people 
in. It should be quite a show. 

Finally, the ACRATH calendar for 2020, is 
available for order. It is a major way we 
fundraise for the work of ACRATH. Let me 
know if you’d like me to send you an 
order form for yourself of your group. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP   .       

  

religion.  
 
There is no evidence that the seal of 
confession had any part to play in the sex 
abuse scandal. In 27 years as a priest, I 
have never had anyone confess pedophilia 
to me. Of course there is a tiny possibility 
that a genuinely repentant pedophile might 
seek the assistance of a priest in 
confession, but the legislation abolishes that 
possibility now to zero. 
 
Why this when the Royal commission chose 
to preserve the lawyer-client privilege and 
the journalist’s right to protect their 
sources? This will make the seal of 
confession a point of civil disobedience for 
our Church. In WW2 priests in the 
Philippines were killed by the Japanese for 
refusing to tell them what anti-Japanese 
guerrillas had told them in confession. 
Nothing makes a religion grow more 
powerful than persecution. 

J.R.Sanchez CP 
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Medevac Bill Repeal 
 Scott Morrison’s government seems to be 
made is the same mould as that of Donald 
Trump when it comes to refugees. It should 
be a national shame that the Morrison 
government is in the process of trying to 
repeal the medevac bill. The House of 
Representatives has already voted in favour 
of repealing the bill.  
 
Certainly advocates have stepped up efforts 
to save the legislation that gives doctors 
more say in emergency medical transfers of 
asylum seekers from Manus Island and 
Nauru to Australia. According to the Human 
Rights Law Centre (HRLC), more than 90 
people have been taken from Manus Island 
and Nauru for “urgent medical treatment” in 
Australia since the medevac bill was 
originally passed in February. Before that 
people were forced to go to court to get the 

Australia’s performance over the Pacific Island Forum has 
again highlighted our shameful and compassionless 
behaviour. I say Australia’s performance, because I include 
Alan Jones’ derogatory comments about the New Zealand 
prime minister. His retraction fails to undo the damage he 
has already done in highlighting a misogynistic and violent 
attitude toward women. 
 
But the real tragedy has been Scott Morrison’s stymying of 
the efforts by small island states to get a Pacific-wide 
consensus on their declaration for stronger action on 
climate change. It was a poignant moment to see the PM 
of Tonga reduced to tears. Mr. Sopoaga, the prime 
minister of Tuvalu and chair of the PIF, said that he 
understood that Australia wanted to save its economy, but 
that he wanted to save his people. 
 
Earlier in the week, the Smaller Island States (SIS) group 
agreed to the Tuvalu Declaration, which acknowledged a 
climate change crisis, and encouraged countries to revise 
the emissions reduction targets and call for a rapid phase 
out of coal use. They hoped that the leaders of the Pacific 
Island Forum, which includes Australia and New Zealand, 
would endorse it. 
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care they urgently needed, and could be 
there at all hours, on weekends and 
even Christmas Eve to secure medical 
evacuations. The medevac laws work by 
putting doctors, and not politicians, at 
the heart of decisions about people’s 
medical care. 
 
Throughout the year, the government 
has long argued that the medevac bill is 
one step towards a soft borders 
approach. Mr. Dutton has claimed the 
law could open the floodgates to asylum 
seekers. The government clearly fears 
that the bill could restart the people-
smuggling trade. Meanwhile it is the 
innocent asylum seeker refugees who 
pay.  

Ray Sanchez CP 
 

 

 

Our Proudest Moment 

But Australia expressed reservations about the 
reduction of emissions and would not endorse the 
statement acknowledging a climate crisis. Speaking 
after the leaders meeting, Mr. Morrison said that he 
wanted the SIS group to be able to express its views 
‘freely’ but that its statement was not binding on the 
rest of the forum. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis’ encyclical, ‘Laudato Si,’ 
continues to prove what an important 
resource it is for the Catholic Church to move 
forward and take responsibility for the 
environmental. Our friend, Paul Harricknen, 
organised an environment seminar, on the 
13th of July, looking at ‘Laudato Si’ as a moral 
guide to sustainable development in PNG. The 
venue was the UPNG Campus, at Waigani with 
Bishop Rochus Tatamai MSC and Professor 
Chalapan Kaluwin as keynote speakers. 
 
Here in Brisbane, the Archdiocese has 
launched an initiative entitled, “Living Laudato 
Si.” Every parish, school and agency across 
the archdiocese has been invited to make a 
commitment to dive deeper into Pope Francis’ 
call to care for our common home and to an 
ecological conversion. Archbishop Peter Loy 
Chong, the Archbishop of Suva, Fiji, and 
president of the Oceania Federation of 
Catholic Bishops Conferences will speak at a 
series of events beginning on 1st of September 
to mark the beginning of the Season of 
Creation. The planned events include the 
celebration of the Mass of Creation at St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral on September 1, followed 

On the 7th of March, 2018, Julie Bishop, as 
our Foreign Minister, signed the historic 
maritime boundary treaty between Australia 
and Timor-Leste, officially bringing to an 
end decades of dispute over the ownership 
of multi-billion dollar oil and gas reserves in 
the Timor Sea. She told a press conference 
in Dili, in July of that same year, that she’d 
table the treaty in the Australian Parliament, 
and hoped that it would be ratified by the 
end of the year. As of yet, the treaty 
remains unratified and Australia continues to 
draw millions of dollars per month from an 
oil field belonging entirely to Timor-Leste. 
 
John Howard called the Australian-led 
liberation of Timor-Leste one of our most 
noble acts of foreign policy this century – 
the peacekeeping part. He neglected to 
acknowledge the preceding 30 years of 
economic encroachment in the Timor Sea. 
Our delay in ratifying the boundary treaty 
and our refusal to commit to repaying the 
unearned money is squarely at odds with 
how we think of ourselves in this story. It is 
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by a BYO picnic on the grounds; an 
Evensong ecumenical event at St. John’s 
Anglican Cathedral on the same day at 
6:00 p.m.; an on-line Oceania Dialogue 
hosted by the Global Catholic Climate 
Movement on Monday the 2nd of 
September, from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m.; 
followed by a Laudato Si formation and 
dialogue event for the Archdiocesan staff 
and volunteers from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.; and a public Laudato Si formation 
and dialogue event with Archbishop 
Chong at ACU, at 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
The Season of Creation is an invitation 
for us to grow a deeper commitment to 
ecological conversion. I’m sure each 
diocese will offer its own opportunities, 
and local justice groups can organise 
their own responses. On the World Day 
of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 
September 1, and throughout the season 
of creation 2019, let’s look at what we 
can do to take further action on the 
environment. 

J.R.Sanchez CP 
 

 

an unconscionable breach in our moral duty 
to do the right thing by our neighbour. 
 
Australia does remain Timor-Leste’s largest, 
most financially generous and most 
important aid and development partner. 
Many Australian-funded projects provide 
significant and much-needed support and 
opportunities to Timor-Leste. But to say 
we’re concerned with Timor-Leste’s 
prosperity while taking more money than we 
give in foreign aid is a bad joke. 
 
We have a chequered career with Timor-
Leste. After the 1960s seabed negotiations 
with Indonesia proved favourable to us, we 
turned a blind eye as the country invaded a 
newly independent Timor-Leste, murdering 
hundreds of thousands of its citizens. The 
failure to ratify the treaty continues this sad 
story. Perhaps it’s time we told the truth 
about who we are as a nation and stop 
believing our own manufactured story of 
Australia as Timor-Leste’s liberators. 

J.R.Sanchez CP . 
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