
 



 

Without the local knowledge of my Shona 

companions on that occasion in 1991 I would 

have stepped over the ‘mufandichimuka’ plant 

that was protruding from the crevices in the 

rocks we were traversing at the time. The Shona 

‘Mufandichimuka’ translates into English as, 

‘You have died but you shall rise again’ and 

what I am referring to is known, in English, as 

the resurrection plant.  To me, the plant certainly 

appeared to be dead – a dry woody protrusion 

which I was happy to ignore as, apparently, it 

had little to recommend itself.  

However, one of my Zimbabwean companions plucked some of the plant 

from its soil between the rocks and encouraged me to take it home and to 

place it in a glass of water. This I did and, to my surprise and 

wonderment, within a couple of hours, as the plant’s name implies, what 

was ‘dead’ had sprung again into ‘greenness’. 

I write this editorial in the season of resurrection and am reminded of the 

words of St Paul to the Christians living in first century Rome, ‘Creation 

retains the hope of being freed . . . to enjoy the same freedom and glory 

as the children of God’ (Romans 8:21-22). Unfortunately, most of us 

were not taught to see creation in the unified way in which St. Paul 

appears to apprehend it and the consequences of our actions are now 

plain for all to see. 

This takes us some way to understanding why Passionists are called to be 

advocates on behalf of a ‘crucified earth’ and to be present at those sites 

of suffering where God’s creation is victimised at the expense of human 

greed and competition. 

Passionists believe that nothing is outside the reach of God’s love. By the 

very fact that something is willed into existence by God it is a thing of 

infinite preciousness and worthy of our deepest respect. Passionists also 

believe that true joy is found in accepting that we have enough and that 

the earth yields an abundant sufficiency for all her peoples. Greed and 

market forces have only led us to the precipice of environmental disaster. 

Wisdom calls us more than ever to create sacred spaces where we can 

genuinely listen to one another and be present to one another. Stress is 

destroying our potential for joy and our relationships with one another 

and with our environment. We need to slow down and count the many 

ways in which we are blessed. Then maybe healing for us and for the 

planet will begin. Then we will see Christ’s words in their fullest 

meaning, ‘Behold, I am making all things new’. (Rev21:5) 

Paschal Somers 

Passionist Development Worker 

Listen to the sermon preached to you by the flowers, the trees, the 
shrubs, the sky, and the whole world. Notice how they preach to you 
a sermon full of love, of praise of God, and how they invite you to 
glorify the sublimity of that sovereign Artist who has given them 
being.  

St Paul of the Cross 



 

Joyce is a member of the Community of the Passion and 

a trustee of Catholics for AIDS Prevention & Support 

(CAPS), a Passionist Partner. She lives in Manchester. 

What word that would you use to describe yourself? 

Jovial. 

What one memory do you most treasure? 

Graduating for my MSc in Marketing . 

What advice would you give to your younger self? 

Calm down and stop worrying too much. 

Which person (living or dead) would you most like to 

meet and why? 

My grandfather.  When I contemplate the way he thought 

and did things and treated people I realise that he was a 

man ahead of his time. 

What is the most important thing you have learnt in 

the past year? 

All I can do is my best and leave the rest to God. 

Brown sauce or red sauce? 

Red Sauce. 

When did ‘God’ become more than a word to you? 

Always.  I never remember him not being part of my life. 

How does your faith shape your work? 

I see Jesus in every person. 

If you could go anywhere in the world right now 

where would it be and why? 

Dar es Salaam - to be with my mother who is unwell. 

If you were about to be castaway on a desert island, 

what three items would you take with you? 

The Bible, some music and rosary beads. 

Michael is a member of 
the Community of the 
Passion and also of 
CAPs, a Passionist 
Partner. He lives in 
London and is the 
director of Kairos 
Retreat Centre, 
Roehampton.  

During the recent 
General Chapter of the 
Passionists in Rome, 

Pope Francis encouraged those who were participating to 
be ministers of reconciliation, because the Church needs 
ministers who “listen without condemnation and accept 
with mercy”, and to be ministers who bring Christ to a 
suffering world.  

As I reflect on the words of Pope Francis, I recognise that 
it is very easy to get caught up in planning, doing, 
appointments and rushing from one thing to the next. I 
am the full-time Director of a busy retreat centre (The 
Kairos Centre, Roehampton) and I tutor one day a week 
on an Ignatian Spiritual Direction Course. My life is very 
busy; whose isn’t these days; who has time to listen? 

Over the years I have been engaged in two different Peer 
Support Ministries; one of those is Positive Catholics. 
What makes this a pastoral ministry and not social 
activism? It is a group where people can bring all of 
themselves, while in the ‘real world’ and in church they 
usually can only present their ‘acceptable side’.   

The quality of paying attention by the group to listen to 
what one person is saying, without comment and honour 
what has been said, often in a moment of silence when 
they have finished speaking, is a sacred moment.  This 
act of paying attention to another, without wanting to 
interrupt, without thinking what I will say next, to listen, 
to hear, to empathise – this is an act of compassion and 
love. 

I am grateful I have places to go to, including the 
Community of the Passion where I know my voice will 
be heard, where I can be in Community with fellow 
Christians. I am acutely aware that there are many who 
are not so lucky; that person at the bus stop who tells me 
some many personal things, the person who calls into the 
Retreat Centre out of curiosity and then reveals their life 
story. As the BT advert tells us, “it’s good to talk”. But 
it’s more than that - there is a need to share and to 
become aware of the mystery that is my story. 



 

Dear Friends  

General Chapters are very significant milestones in the 
life of our Congregation, and the one in October last year 
was no exception, containing elements which have a 
direct bearing on St. Joseph’s Province. General Chapters 
normally take place every six years and involve 
representatives from all around the world. Chapters are 
the highest authority in the Congregation, setting policies 
and electing the leadership. 

Reports and Discussions 

Fr. Chris Monaghan CP got us off to a good start, with 
prayerful reflections based on Mt. 13. Chris explained 
that Matthew’s community were in a time of transition 
and uncertainty, no longer part of their traditional Jewish 
past, trying to embrace new, Gentile members, and 
needing to hear words of reassurance about how 
something small, fragile and changing can grow and 
develop. His words seemed very appropriate for the 
situation of our Province. Chris spoke about the two 
aspects of biblical prophecy - challenges have to be 
issued to those who are failing to live up to the Covenant, 
and comfort has to be offered to those who are suffering 
and oppressed. 

Fr. General’s report took us into the business side of the 
Chapter and provided an overview of the Congregation. 
His report is available on the website, passiochristi.org, 
along with many photos and other information from the 
Chapter.  (click on Documents from the Homepage). 
Then followed reports from the various parts of the 
Congregation themselves, which moved into important 
discussions on a range of matters. A key question was the 
functioning of the “Configurations”, the organisational 
structure by which Provinces relate to one another.  The 
picture which emerged  is that whilst everyone agrees 
with co-operation (“Solidarity”) in Finance, Formation 
and Personnel (and indeed some want these areas to be 
extended to cover Justice and Peace for example), the 
chosen means to bring about these solidarities 
(Configurations) is still very much in development. 

The Chapter then had a significant input from Fr. 

Amedeo Cencini FdCC, whose theme was Formation, 
both initial and ongoing. Amedeo spoke about the need 
for “extraordinary” formation, that is, attending courses, 
retreats, province meetings etc., but also the need for 
“ordinary” formation, learning from the events of daily 
life and growing in discipleship by our day in, day out 
commitment. All of this is ours throughout our lives - we 
should never stop learning and always have a heart open 
to renewal. 

Priorities and Proposals 

A document entitled Charismatic Plan for the 
Congregation was presented to the Chapter. This acted as 
a catalyst for several small group and main group 
discussions. From these discussions the Chapter 
identified three areas which it wants to highlight as 
priorities for the next six years. These priorities are: 
COMMUNITY LIFE; FORMATION; REVITALISING 
THE CONFIGURATIONS.   

There were several proposals which the Chapter had to 
address. The main one concerning us was that to be a 
Province at least 50 men are required (St. Joseph‘s 
Province has only 19); for a vice-Province, 25 men; less 
than this, you become a Vicariate (ie. lose your 
independent status).  

Those in favour of it argued that without sufficient 
numbers it is not possible to function properly as a 
Province. Those against it pointed out that numbers are 
not everything, and that the ability to function depends 
on the quality of mission and ministry, community life, 
prayer life, the ability to self-govern, financial 
independence and so on.  

An alternative proposal was put forward, that between 
now and the next Synod more thought and reflection 
needs to be given, with the Synod then to decide the best 
way forward. The Synod will be in three years time. This 
alternative proposal was accepted by the Chapter.  

Away from the concerns of the declining areas of the 
Congregation it was heartening to hear of progress in our 
two most recent mission areas, China and Myanmar. 

 



 

Celebrations, Charism and Creation 

A rather glitzy presentation was provided by the Jubilee 
Commission, outlining plans to mark the 300th 
anniversary of the Congregation. They have launched a 
special website, www.jubilaeumcp.org; an icon has been 
commissioned and was unveiled at the Chapter ~ the 
intention is that it will travel to all parts of the 
Congregation between now and the end of 2022; and 
new DVD of the life of St Paul of the Cross has been 
made.  

Other ideas were also presented and discussed. One 
suggestion which I liked was that to mark the 300th 
Jubilee we should provide 300 dwellings for homeless 
people, or 300 hospital beds, or 300 school places, or 
plant 300 trees.  

Chapters can be marked with moments of drama, 
especially when voting takes place. Fr. Joachim was re-
elected as Superior General.  The Vice-General is Ciro 
Benedettini and the Consultors are Juan Ignacio Cabello, 
Gwen Barde, Rafael Vivanco, Aloysius Nguma and 
Mirek Lesiecki. Mirek has responsibility for North 
Europe. 

I was very pleased that the Chapter affirmed the growing 
awareness that the charism is not the sole preserve of 
vowed Religious and that many others share in the same 
charism. In some parts of the Congregation there are no 
organised groups but in others these exist, varying 
considerably in nature. We watched short films produced 
by various groups, including our own Community of the 
Passion.  

I was also pleased that a proposal on the Environment 
was passed, committing the Congregation to greater 
awareness of, and action in support of, the Crucified 
Earth. It was recognised that climate change belongs in a 

category of its own as a threat to creation and whilst such 
resolutions have been passed before a greater urgency is 
now required. 

Towards the end of the Chapter we had a powerful 
presentation from Fr. Hans Zollner SJ, a Professor at the 
Gregorian and on the Pontifical Commission for the 
Protection of Minors. He painted a stark picture of the 
harm which is done to people who suffer from child 
sexual abuse. He made the point that those parts of the 
Church which think this problem does not apply to them 
need to think again - as evidence, he said that the number 
of complaints reaching the Vatican each year remains 
consistent, but that the places they are coming from is 
changing - less cases from “the usual suspects” (he 
mentioned USA, Australia, Ireland), and a growing 
number from places like Italy, where reporting is starting 
to happen. He wants the Church to become an exemplar 
of good practice, and so appealed to these “new” areas to 
get ahead of events and start to apply appropriate policies 
and procedures. He also strongly made the point that 
areas which are already dealing with this issue need to be 
aware that policies are often good, but implementation 
can be lacking. 

Beyond the Programme 

By now I hope that I have given you the impression that 
the Chapter was nothing but work, work and more work! 
That was not so thankfully, and some of the best parts of 
the whole experience for me were the other things we 
were able to do. My brother and his family made a short 
stopover in Rome, en route to Birmingham from 
Australia to look after mum whilst I was away ~ it was 
lovely to see them. By happy co-incidence the Chapter 
occurred at the time of the Canonisation of Oscar 
Romero, Paul VI and others; we had celebration of Mass 
in the basilica of St Mary Major; there was a coach trip 
to Monte Argentario and Vetralla, some of the first 
Passionist foundations; a wonderful celebration on the 
feast of St Paul of the Cross (I lost count of the number 
of courses at lunch!); and an audience with Pope Francis 
and the opportunity to shake hands with him. I was 
delighted to be in the company of Passionists from all 
over the world, some of them living in very difficult 
circumstances. And the backdrop to all of this was our 
beautiful house of St John and Paul’s and bella Roma. I 
am very grateful to have had the opportunity to represent 
the Province at the Chapter. 

With my very best wishes 

In the Passion, John Kearns CP 

“We have never preached violence, except the violence of love, which left 
Christ nailed to a cross, the violence that we must each do to ourselves to 
overcome our selfishness and such cruel inequalities among us. The violence 
we preach is not the violence of the sword, the violence of hatred. It is the 
violence of love, of solidarity with our sisters and brothers, the violence that 
wills to beat weapons into sickles for work.”  

St. Oscar Romero (Pastel by J. Puig Reixach, 2013) 



 

On Saturday 2nd March 2019 approximately 9,000 young 
Catholics converged on Wembley’s SSE Arena for the 
annual ‘Flame’ youth event, the theme of which this year 
was ‘Significance’.  

We live in a world where it’s easy to feel constrained to 
measure self-esteem in Twitter and Instagram “likes”, 
responses to Facebook status updates, and Snapchat 
conversations. Flame 2019 aimed at offering a fresh 
depth of perspective for young people, centred in their 
creation in the image and likeness of God. 

There were a wide range of speakers and performers at 
Flame, including  Emma Borquaye, co-founder of the 
blog “Girl got Faith”, rapper Guvna B, Rise Theatre, Jean 
Vanier, founder of the L’Arche community, and 
American Pastor Robert Madu, as well as Archbishop 
Eamonn Martin, Primate of All Ireland,  and Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols. Each focused on celebrating the belief 
that every person’s life is unique and special to God. 

The Passionists, represented by Martin Newell CP and 
Paschal Somers, were one of a number of groups (others 
included CAFOD, HCPT, Pax Christi, Columbans) who 
led creative activities during the lunch break. The 
Passionist activity was inspired by the work of artist Sean 
Hawkey to whom we are grateful for permission to use 
his photo’s (including the ones below and the one on the 
front cover). 

The activity attempted to make visible to the young 
people the words of St. Paul of the Cross, ‘The name of 
Jesus is written on the forehead of the poor’. It involved a 
display of pictures of Honduran people who all share the 
name ‘Jesus’ and an invitation to consider who Jesus is 
for you and where Jesus might be present in today’s 
world. Those taking part then had the opportunity to 
write a response to this on a ‘grafitti wall’.  

A particularly poignant response came from a young 
person who described Jesus as, ‘A father I never had.’ 

Other faith-filled and inspiring comments identified Jesus 
with friends and as being a light in a darkened world. The 
stall was overwhelmed at times with those who were 
curious to find out what the activity was all about and to 
make their own unique and significant mark on the 
‘graffiti wall’.  

It was a joy to be at the event, to make new connections 
and to explore across generations the continued power 
and relevance of Jesus Christ and his Passion. 

Paschal Somers 



 

Many will have heard of the Climate Change protests 
which have taken place in the UK in recent months, and 
in particular a number of high profile events in London 
organised by the new group Extinction Rebellion. What 
is less known is the prominence of Christians within 
those demonstrations, a feature The Tablet has dubbed 
“The holy spirit of Extinction Rebellion”. 

Our own Martin Newell has been deeply involved in the 
protests, part of a group of around 6000 who road-
blocked five bridges in central London in November 
2018. Speaking to the Guardian at the time, he said:  

“What brought me here is the climate emergency, the 
extinction emergency and my faith in God who created 
all this and whose creation we’re destroying and 
crucifying … I’m called as a Christian to protect our 
neighbour who’s being abused.” 

Another fortnight of civil disobedience followed in April 
2019 as the numbers of protesters swelled into the tens of 
thousands and Extinction Rebellion’s message began to 
get through to the powers that be; on 1st May MPs 
adopted the language of the movement to approve a 
motion to declare an environment and climate 
emergency. 

Fr Martin was once again involved in the direct action, 
arrested after joining other protesters in attaching 
themselves to lorries in London traffic (pictured), before 
marching on Parliament. Across the fortnight there were 
over 1100 arrests. Speaking to Independent Catholic 
News he said: 

"Getting arrested, going to prison, that's something I'm 

willing to do. It's not something I want to do, I have other 
things I'd rather be doing with my life, but I'm willing to 
do it to make this happen. And there are many of us 
willing to make sacrifices. For me, I'm trying to follow 
Jesus. He showed us the redemptive power of suffering 
love, on the cross and in his passion, that's the way of the 
cross, it's the path I am called to follow in these 
situations". 

On 27th June, a smaller band of protestors moved their 
focus to Birmingham, “swarming” outside St Chad’s 
Cathedral and blocking morning traffic for two periods of 
seven minutes. Quoted in the Birmingham Mail, Fr 
Martin said: 

"We are doing this to highlight that business as usual 
isn't an option. By stopping the traffic we are getting our 
message across in a more direct way. In Birmingham, 
nearly 500 deaths in a single year were due to raised 
level of air pollution. There were a few who got angry 
with us, but the majority were patient and understood 
why we were doing it." 

See the Passionists website www.passionists-uk.org to 
find out more about the rationale and theology behind 
Martin’s direct action. 

‘Non-violence is the nucleus of the Christian revolution’  

Benedict XVI 



 

In January Matthew Neville began working part-time for 
St. Joseph’s Province as a Young Adult Outreach 
Worker. Matthew’s role is focused on setting up the 
FaithJustice project (next page). Here, he tells us a bit 
about himself:  

I am really pleased to be working for the Passionists. My 
new role is both exciting and a bit daunting. It is great to 
be working for a community which is involved in such a 
wide range of good work.  

I live in Birmingham in a small Christian community. 
Our life is focused on a routine of prayer, volunteering 
and paid employment. So, alongside working for the 
Province, I also volunteer at a local night shelter and with 
a community gardening project. I have been involved 
with peace activism for several years as a member of the 
‘Put Down the Sword’ group. I am heavily involved in 
organising the annual Student Cross pilgrimage which 
walks to Walsingham each Holy Week. And, more 
recently, I have been involved in Climate change 
activism, being part of the Birmingham Extinction 
Rebellion group. 

Before taking on my role with the Passionists I worked 
for CAFOD as a volunteer manager, and before that as a 
youth worker for the same charity. In the more distant 
past I volunteered for several months with the Salesians 
in the Philippines, at the Corrymeela community in 

Northern Ireland, in a parish in Peru, and with VSO in Sri 
Lanka, and I have also lived for a time in France. 

For many years I have been very involved with the Taizé 
community. I have visited the community many times. In 
2017 I was one of the lead organisers of the Birmingham 
Taizé weekend which welcomed around 700 young 
people from across Europe. 

I have recently finished a biblical studies research 
masters, focused on the theme of forced displacement in 
Matthew’s infancy narrative. I look forward to sharing 
some of this research at some point in the future.  

When I have time I enjoy running, with the ambition to 
one day run a half marathon under two hours. That seems 
a long way off at the moment! Usually, I prefer to watch 
sport, mainly cricket, snooker, cycling, and football. I 
enjoy reading books. I tend to have five or six books on 
the go at a time! I am currently enjoying reading 
‘Burmese Days’ by George Orwell. My favourite pass 
time is to spend time with friends and to drink beer and 
whisky, an activity which works against that 2hr half 
marathon target! 

I look forward to meeting the Passionist Family over the 
coming months. I am already inspired by my involvement 
with them and have no doubt that I will be more so as I 
get to know you all better.  



 

Matthew Neville tells us more about FaithJustice and 
how he hopes to reach out to young adults 

Faithjustice is a new initiative which is seeking to help 
young adults in their twenties and thirties discover a 
deeper connection between a life of faith and the struggle 
for justice in our world.  

The Church is a complicated thing! Often it seems that 
there are fewer and fewer young people involved in the 
church. That seems especially true when we look at the 
age group 21 to 35. Our churches are not generally 
overflowing with that age group. There are many reasons 
for that which would necessitate more words than I have 
available here.  

However, I think it is worth reflecting upon the starting 
assumption that it is the young adults who are missing. 
Behind such statements is often an assumption of “fault”, 
that it is the young who are “missing”.  

The Church is a community, a living body. That body 
lives out the gospel call in many different places. One of 
those places is at the celebration of mass and other liturgy 
within our buildings and it is true that at these 
celebrations often young adults are low in number. 
Another place is in the long-standing justice and peace 
movements within the church where again we often 
notice a lack of young adults.  

But we mustn’t forget that this ministry of Christ is also 
lived out in many other ways. Sometimes we find that 
young people are present in places where people are 
being helped, or where the forgotten and suffering are 
being remembered. For some this action is the realisation 
of a seed of faith planted in them as a child, for others it 
is the fruit of a prayer life disconnected from the formal 
church, and for others still it is the result of the 

unconscious working of the Spirit. Whatever the deeper 
working behind such action it is nevertheless the active 
presence of Christ in the world.  

We can find young adults present as the Church actively 
opposes the arms industry. Similarly, we can find young 
people active in the Church as it cares for the disabled, as 
it helps to welcome migrants, as it works with the 
homeless or as it lobbies politicians and business leaders 
for justice. The Church in the world often includes many 
young adults, passionate and active about the cause of 
justice. 

Having recognised this different face of the Church it 
would however be naïve not to recognise that there is 
much to be done to bring the different faces of the 
Church into unity. Many young adults have been inspired 
by the gospel to take action for justice but they are in 
need of help to explore more deeply the roots of this 
inspiration. There are many young adults for whom the 
experience of a parish Church has been negative, or more 
often it has left them bored, or maybe it just didn’t reach 
down into them and connect with their lives; these young 
adults are often looking for a different experience of 
Church.  

On the other hand, there are also many young adults who 
do feel at home in the traditional forms of church. 
Sometimes these young people are very devout: they 
pray; they attend mass; they read their bible. They are 
well prepared for a mature Christian life but they need 
some help and inspiration to find ways of engaging with 
justice. 

FaithJustice hopes to draw together some of these 
threads, organising a series of weekends each focused on 
a different issue of justice. Each weekend will include 
Prayer, Reflection, Discussion, Community and a chance 
to encounter others who are actively involved in an issue 
of Justice. 

Those of you who are older, please feel encouraged that 
you also might have a role in this project. We are looking 
for wise elders with wisdom to share, and we are looking 
for willing hands who might be able to help with all sorts 
of practical tasks. 

Contact details: Matthew Neville 
info@faithjustice.org.uk, tel: 07938 436566 

Read about FaithJustice’s first weekend event “God’s 
Love has No Border’ on page 11. 

The recently commissioned icon of St Paul of the Cross, 
including some relics of the Passionist’s founder, visited 
some of the houses and parishes of the Province during 
April 2019. The icon, which was designed to mark the 
approaching tercentenary celebrations (2020), arrived at 
Herne Bay on 4th April and has since been on display at 
the shrine in Sutton, Minsteracres and Highgate. 

The icon is a representation, in Byzantine style, of the 
Virgin Mary and St Paul of the Cross at the foot of the 
Crucified Jesus. This central panel has two doors that, 
when opened, show St Gabriel of the Sorrowful Virgin, 
St Gemma Galgani, Blessed Bro. Isidore de Loor and the 
ecumenical missionary, Blessed Dominic Barberi of the 
Mother of God. The artist responsible for this work is a 
Greek iconographer, Loukas Seroglou. 

The icon’s itinerary will ensure that it travels throughout 
the entire Congregation, visiting each of the communities 
and blessing each of its members. 



 

The windows of the Passionist Coventry Office look out 
onto Cephas Court, a block of flats where for the past 
two years residents have spoken out about the damp 
conditions in which they live and about drugs and alcohol 
misuse on the grounds of the property. 

Needles, condoms and blood-stained walls are not an 
uncommon sight for tenants who claim that the problems 

stem from congregations of drug-users. Children living in 
the flats are scared to leave their homes to play in the 
communal space. Users have been known to inject 
themselves on the stairs inside the building, having 
forced the security doors to gain access. Local police 
have admitted that catching those responsible has proved 
very difficult. 

Joan Haywood, manager of neighbouring St Peter’s 
Centre (where our office is located) has been trying to 
help residents in their long struggle for action from the 
housing association responsible for Cephas Court. She 
described the residents as being terrified and as feeling 
like prisoners in their own homes. John and Paschal have 
attended meetings between Joan and groups of residents 
to explore ways of moving forward and John’s 
experience of having previously worked in the housing 
sector for twenty years has proved invaluable in the 
whole process. Paschal recently visited some of the flats 
with a reporter from the Coventry Telegraph Newspaper 
and he saw the damp and dark conditions of which 
neighbours had complained and which may well be the 
cause of some of their children suffering from breathing 
difficulties and skin complaints. 

Recently, these issues were brought to the attention of the 
local council who sent officers to inspect the conditions 
and who have since written to the housing association to 
urge action. As a result, some security measures have 
been put in place and drug users are now only infrequent 
visitors to the site. The housing association has notified 
residents that works will be undertaken to improve the 
fabric of the building. Watch this space! 

Paschal Somers 

He has been called one of the most significant figures of 
the 19th century, and over a century after his death the 
legacy of John Henry Newman lives on. In his life he 
was a priest, Cardinal, theologian and poet, and long after 
his passing his influence can be felt in institutions such as 
University College Dublin which he helped found and 
Newman University in his adopted city of Birmingham. 

On 13th October Cardinal Newman is to be officially 
canonized. It has been a long process which began back 
in 1958 when the cause for his sainthood was opened. He 
was declared Venerable in 1991 when his life of ‘heroic 
virtue’ was recognised and beatified in 2011 after a 
decree approving his first miracle. In February this year 
his canonization was approved by Pope Francis following 
a confirmation of a second miracle attributed to him.  

A lesser known fact about Cardinal Newman’s ministry 
was the important role a Passionist Priest played in his 
conversion. Dominic Barberi (1792-1849) was an Italian 
Passionist who brought the Order to these shores in 1841. 
A gentle man with a serene faith in the face of opposition 
and persecution, Barberi made quite an impression on 
Newman and it was not by chance that the latter was to 
choose the former to welcome him into the Catholic 
church. An extract from a letter of 5th October 1845 
states: 

“Father Dominic the Passionist is passing this way on 
his way from Aston in Staffordshire to Belgium. He is to 
come to Littlemore for the night as a guest of one of us 
whom he has admitted at Aston. He does not know of my 
intentions, but I shall ask of him admission into the one 
true fold of the Redeemer.” 



 

On the second weekend of May 2019 a small group of 
young adults gathered in Birmingham for the first ever 
FaithJustice weekend. 

The Weekend titled “God’s Love Has No Borders” was 
themed on migration and welcome. Participants from a 
range of different backgrounds took part, those who have 
come to the UK from the EU, from Africa and Asia, 
alongside those who are British born. This meant there 
was also a range of legal status, from citizens by birth, 
EU residents, refugees, and those seeking asylum. 

At the heart of our time together was the experience of 
encounter. A belief that bringing people together to share 
stories and to listen to each other is an act which can be 
transformative and redemptive. 

The weekend was framed by a routine of prayer in the 
Taizé tradition which was very beautifully led by Judith, 
through the weekend we gathered five times for prayer. 

We began with a time of sharing in small groups, each 
group mixed by ethnicity and gender. Each person was 
asked to share something of their story, and their 
response to some simple questions; what does it mean to 
be welcomed? What is your understanding of the word 

“border”? Then we moved into a time of bible study 
reflecting on Judges 19:10-26, one of the most 
horrendous episodes in the bible but one which resonates 
with violent and abusive events which continue in 
today’s world. 

Later we heard stories of travel and welcome. One young 
man shared his story of leaving Rwanda as a refugee, 
another person shared their experience of volunteering in 
Calais. We heard from several people who had been 
warmly welcomed to the UK by St. Chad’s Sanctuary, a 
Birmingham based refugee and asylum-seeker welcome 
project. Then Steph led us in writing to our MPs about 
two ongoing campaigns, lifting the ban on asylum-
seekers working, and ending indefinite detention of 
migrants. 

During the weekend we enjoyed lots of social time 
together, including walking around the canals of 
Birmingham. We were very well fed, the food being 
cooked by our gifted head chef, Orla. 

As we parted on the Sunday afternoon back to our 
realities hopefully we were able to return a little bit 
changed and with a few new friends. 



 

Subtitled 'Summaries of 
Papal Justice Encyclicals', 
this work has been 
produced by James 
Patrick Hynes. He feels 
the Social Teaching of the 
Catholic Church is a 
sound reference for 
guiding the search for 
justice. He has served on 
the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society's Social Justice 
Committee and the 
Catholic Bishops of 
England and Wales Social 
Welfare Committee and 
its World of Work 
Committee. 

The encyclicals place human beings, never capital and 
property, at the centre of things. They support trades 
unions; the right to strike; the rights of workers to 
manage and share profits; the state protection of citizens; 
responsible private ownership; equitable distribution of 
wealth; rights for refugees. They condemn the excesses 
of both capitalism and socialism but approve aspects of 
each in moderation. Unrestricted competition is censured. 
Racism is condemned. War is denounced. 

In his encyclical 'Deus Caritas Est' (God Is Love) 
published in 2005, Pope Benedict XVI wrote: "As 
Augustine once said, a State which is not governed 
according to justice would be just a bunch of thieves." 

In Hynes view, the Church's social doctrine is not a 'third 
way' between liberal capitalism and Marxist collectivism. 
It is in a category of its own, not an ideology but an 
accurate formulation of reflection on the complex 
realities of human existence as they conform to the 
Gospel in moral theology. As such, the person is put 
ahead of socio-economic and political systems. "Work, in 
the first place, is for the worker not the worker for work", 
said 'Laborem Exercens' (On Human Work). 

Reviewed by Jo Siedlecka in ICN  
(Independent Catholic News) 

The Knife Angel, an incredible structure made of 
100,000 knives, arrived in Coventry in March for a six-
week instalment in the city. Previously, it had visited 
Liverpool and Hull. It makes for an impressive and 
imposing sight standing at twenty-seven feet in height.  

The creation of artist Alfie Bradley, the angel is made 
entirely of knives that have been either handed over at 
knife amnesties or confiscated by the police across the 
UK. Commissioned by the British Ironwork Centre in 
Oswestry, Shropshire, the structure serves as a reminder 
of those lives, mostly young, that have been lost to knife 
crime and as an appeal to lay down one’s arms and to 

seek instead the 
path of peace and 
reconciliation.  

Standing in front 
of the cathedral at 
the centre of the 
‘City of Peace 
and 
Reconciliation’, 
it sent an apt and 
timely message 
to Coventry and 
cities across our 
nation. 

“Ultimately, we have just one 

moral duty: to reclaim large 

areas of peace in ourselves, 

more and more peace, and to 

reflect it toward others. And the 

more peace there is in us, the 

more peace there will also be in 

our troubled world.”  

 

Etty Hillesum: Dutch author, 

remembered for diarising her 

religious experiences and the 

Nazi persecution of Jews in Amsterdam; killed in 

Auschwitz, 1943  

“The cross is a mystery of love, the cross is faithful, the cross is noble. We can take a few minutes and ask 
ourselves: Christ crucified, is it for me a mystery of love? Do I follow Jesus without a cross, a spiritual master who 
is filled with consolation, good advice? Do I follow the cross without Jesus, always lamenting, with this 
“masochism” of the spirit? Do I allow myself to be carried by the mystery of the lowering, total emptying, and 
elevation of the Lord?” 



 

Parishioners of St Joseph’s in Highgate rose a glass 
recently at their popular social club to Fr Christopher 
Kelly who joined their parish in 1978. Christened Francis 
Joseph Kelly, he was born in Belfast on 2 April 1919, 
one of seven children to parents Michael and Margaret 
Kelly. His older brother James worked, with distinction, 
for the Irish Independent. 

Francis / Fr Christopher was educated by the Christian 
Brothers in Belfast and attempted to join the Passionist 
Order in Ireland but was unable to as there were no 
vacancies. On 3rd January 1939, he got on a boat from 
Belfast to Heysham to join the Passionists at Broadway 
in Worcestershire. 

He recalls that ‘it took a long time to adjust to life in a 
monastery. The whole day was spelt out by what was 
called the religious observance’. Eventually, he was 
ordained on 28 April 1945 and sent to be the priest in a 
little parish in Addingham where, he says, ‘I was my 
own boss there’. 

He was moved around a few times, he was sent to Sutton 
St. Helen’s in 1950, then St. David’s in Wales where his 
only source of transport was his BSA Bantam motorbike 
(See photo).  

Then he first arrived in Highgate between January and 
July in 1955. After that he spent the rest of his ministry 
in Ilkley, West Yorkshire until 1978 when he returned to 
Highgate St. Joseph’s church, twenty-three years after his 
first posting there, and where he has stayed until the 
present day. 

He stopped saying Mass about three years ago because of 
physical frailty and lives in sheltered accommodation in 
neighbouring Finchley but every Saturday night he 
attends St Joseph’s Social Club where he is the joint-
licensee and remains very popular in the Highgate 
community and well loved by everyone who meets him. 

Article and some photos from The Irish World 



 

While the history of Passionist Inner City Mission is 
evidently a personal narrative, as well it also has an 
institutional identity.  For institutions to maintain their 
‘health and vigour” they have to become self-questioning 
in examining their effectiveness and value within their 
wider contexts.  From its beginning Passionist Inner City 
Mission has valued and positively promoted scrutiny – 
both within internal analyses as well as externally when 
questioned from outside.  We particularly have always 
valued questions originating in dialogue with our fellow 
Passionists. 

I well recall many years ago, one such particular 
perceptive “scrutiny” – shared with a good friend from 
another Passionist Province: “Tell me Nicholas, can St 
Joseph’s Province Inner City Mission demonstrate 
something it is actually achieving?  What in practice is it 
doing?”  I recognised that though his query included a 
note of scepticism, nonetheless it was a positively 
legitimate question.  Struggling to find an adequate 
response, I felt that my previous terms of reference 
seemed totally inadequate and in much need of 
clarification.  Institutionally, how best measure and 
validate “Passionist mission” – whether with or without 
the added pre-fix of “Inner City”? 

My friend’s question has continued to resonate with me 
down the years:  it has prompted a number of various – if 
somewhat late - responses.  Presently I find two 
quotations helpful in attempting again to articulate an 
honest response:  I choose them as highlighting key 
principles of thinking and practice in Passionist City 
Mission:  CONVERSATION and COMMUNITY:  

“A satisfying CONVERSATION is one which makes one 
say what one has never said before. For talk should be 
an experience, a shared one, the participants bonded in 
joy of an enterprise, surpassing themselves because there 
is so much in each of them to be called forth – 
accumulated experience, accumulated knowledge, and 
(just as important) hopes, fantasies, dreams, as yet 
unformulated speculations. We can emerge from such 
with new perspectives on our own selves, on our fellows, 
on life itself. And actions, or activity, can follow.”   
Theodore Zeldin, and  

“…leadership happens only as and when the priest has 
learned what it is to inhabit a place and to speak from 

that place into the COMMUNITY’S life – the believing 
COMMUNITY but also the wider human 
COMMUNITY…..”   Rowan Williams 

Zeldin highlights the potential of authentic open 
conversation – perhaps something that is often sadly 
lacking in many areas of life – perhaps even in Religious 
Life conversations?  Rowan William points to the link 
between community and the ministry of a priest: a link 
necessary, he suggests, to exercise ministry 
“authentically”.  Do these two perspectives perhaps help 
provide better terms of reference for my response to a 
friend’s question about measuring Passionist Inner City 
Mission outcomes? Of course, I am also tempted simply 
to resort to Father Austin’s frequent expression: 
“Liverpool Inner City Mission did not offer me a new 
form of ministry.  Rather I am brought to a new 
beginning in my understanding of the radical Gospel of 
Jesus of Nazareth.”  Mersey Vespers p.143  

Arriving in Liverpool both PERSONAL and the 
INSTITUTIONAL dimensions of “mission” seemed to 
be combining within the contexts of the welcome we 
were receiving from Liverpool 8’s richly diverse 
community.  Our conversations were shaped by a 
neighbourhood and history as the UK’s oldest Black 
community built on the shoulders of generations – each 
struggling to protect those inalienable human rights from 
impoverishing forces wherever they sought to violate 
them.  We were discovering together a new sense of 
personal and institutional ‘Mission’ – forged from shared 
CONVERSATIONS together – and with this community 
welcoming us friends. 

I shall always be eternally grateful for the Liverpool 8 
community drawing Austin and into an Inner- City 
Mission journey which had continued uninterruptedly – 
walking later with other fellow Passionists also - first in 
London - subsequently Newcastle – in Wigan – and 
today with Province leadership in Birmingham’s Austin 
Smith House.   

During these almost fifty years, the backdrop to this 
Inner-City experience has been a church impacted by two 
forces –sometimes seemingly contradictory.  On one 
hand a church ‘enthused’ by the Second Vatican Council.  
On the other, increasingly stark evidence of church (and 
Passionist) decline – with debilitating effects on ecclesial 
institutions and structures.   Considering these conflicting 
forces, I hear an insistent echo of my friend still pressing 
his question from many years ago: “Nicholas, 
institutionally can you practically point to outcomes that 
illustrate what Inner City Mission is achieving?”    

A first response is: we have not given up!  We continue 
keeping our story fresh as we journey through complex 
situations alongside people living “at the edges”.  Paul of 
the Cross encouraged his companions to keep this as a 
priority. Inner City Mission considers we are fortunate in 
being able to number so many friends at the “edges”.  
Friends who unfailingly renew our depleted energy: 
friends seemingly always able to re-awaken our 
enthusiasm: friends who revitalise themselves – and us – 
in determination and stamina in confronting decline 
whether in secular or sacred institutions - no matter how 
tired such structures often seem. 



 

We dare to claim that in perhaps small ways, Passionist 
Inner City Mission continues to be a positive force for 
change wherever we are invited to share conversations 
and actions –secular and sacred.  We hope it is not 
presumptuous to look back on our story and recognise 
consistency since 1971.  Some key moments stand out 
along the way. 

In 1999 St Joseph’s Province embraced a systematic two-
year discernment process towards focusing Passionist 
Mission for the 21st Century.  A main outcome was the 
decision to hand over power for all existing pastoral 
Province commitments into capable other hands to lead 
them forward.  This radical option was made in order to 
free future resources for exploring new missionary paths 
which would prioritise pastoral engagement at the 
“edges”.  Twenty years on, this has been partially 
achieved. Much has been wonderfully accomplished 
although, admittedly much remains uncompleted.  In 
making this a Passionist priority, is it unreasonable to 
suggest at least in part that our confidence stemmed from 
Inner City Mission values becoming more integral within 
St Joseph’s Province policies?  

Returning to my friend’s persistent questioning:  today he 
would undoubtedly push the issue further:  “Has Inner 
City Mission experience had a tangible effect 
institutionally in the context of the wider Passionist 
Congregation?” 

Yes! Inner City Mission was integral in helping set-up 
and develop the inter-Province initiative which over a 
number of years operated as “Group 72”.  Group 72 was 
vibrant focus for ongoing regular exchanges between 
Passionists from various European Provinces.  Insights 
and planned initiatives were shared encouraging fresh 
ways for inter-Province partnership in discovering 
Passionist mission inserted and rooted in cultural and 
social spaces at the “edges” – places where frequently 
there was little other visible “church” presence.  

In 2002 Father General challenged the Congregation to 
engage an urgent discernment process towards radical 
restructuring of life and ministry. St Joseph’s Province 
and Inner-City Mission supported this call unequivocally 
with enthusiasm.  We saw it as a wonderful opportunity 
to share more widely something of our accumulated 
Inner-City Mission experience garnered since 1971. We 
saw it as opening potential for co-operation with fellow-
Passionists world-wide.   We interpreted Father 
General’s invitation as a call to world-wide institutional 
“conversion” that might bring a new sense of focus and 
mission priority.  Whether such hope has yet to be 
positively realised is an open question. Perhaps, as I 
experienced with my friend’s challenge, it is necessary to 
clarify terms of reference to make real progress.  A vision 
risks being beset by a danger of subsequent loss of focus 
that can dilute the original intuition.  How do we guard 
against reducing a call to radical RESTRUCTURING 
and prevent it reverting to becoming merely institutional 
RE-ORGANISING.  This is a danger for every human 
movement for change – even within our church and 
Passionist Congregation. 

In conclusion, I want to re-echo my friend’s query not 
about the past but towards the future.  If he and I were to 
meet to share a beer together today he might press me 
like this: “Nicholas, will Inner City Mission as an 
institution – or even St Joseph’s Province as we know it – 
continue into the future?  Or are you facing terminal 
decline?”   

I hope I might answer with a little more confidence today 
than I did then! Inner City Mission is essentially about 
CONVERSATION – at both personal and institutional 
levels.  It is about CONVERSATIONS where “power” 
aspires to be shared equally by all who participate in it.  
Though this is a truly daunting ambition – and one in 
which it is so easy to fail – nonetheless it reminds us that 
the Gospel can never be for the faint-hearted! 

Specifically – is there a Passionist future in the UK?  The 
answer will be measured on our seriousness in regard to 
both personal and institutional commitments and 
security. Are we truly open to discovering Gospel at the 
“edges”?  Are we prepared to explore creating new 
models of how leadership, power and authority – sacred 
and secular – are shared in communities willing to 
experience life at the “edges”?   

If religious life structures – as with other church 
structures such as parishes – choose radical options in 
preference to maintaining precious securities, then, with 
God’s help, new life will surely grow.  Another well -
known Austin aphorism: “We must learn to combine two 
human roles:  the role of undertaker and the role of 
midwife!  Reverently lay to rest institutions no longer 
functioning while imaginatively and creatively nurture 
new life where we see it springing up!”  

I rejoice in the privilege of having lived most of my 
Passionist life in the context of the Inner-City Mission in 
St Joseph’s Province.  My prayer is for the continuance 
of both Province and this Mission as we seek new models 
of partnership among the “enthusiasms” generated by the 
Gospel of Jesus.  I hope to glimpse the future possibilities 
and be part of a “midwife” process bringing fresh forms 
of Province life to birth – in whatever new forms this 
may take. 

In February Nelson Mandela’s daughter and grand-
daughter were invited to spend some days in Liverpool.  
They were invited in honour of the memory of their 
father/grandfather as a mark of the esteem for a man who 
on his release from prison had been granted freedom of 
the City of Liverpool.  The local community asked its 
distinguished visitors to inaugurate a new monument in 
Mandela’s honour. The organising group planned that 
this inauguration should culminate in the formal opening 
in Princes Park of the new monument.  The local 
community responded and arrived in great numbers for 
the event – young and old – religious and non-religious – 
Black activists – trade unions, MPs, City Council – and 
even a representative of the Queen!  Gathered against the 
backdrop of press and media, school children voiced on 
behalf of the City a charter of dignity and rights in the 
spirit of Nelson Mandela.    

Those organising wanted the ceremony to end with a 
blessing –an inclusive blessing that would embrace this 
large and wonderful multifarious gathering.  It was an 
honour they turned to Passionist Inner City Mission to 
create and deliver this “blessing”.   

Perhaps this incident may go some small way to reassure 
my good friend with his ever-helpful questions: yes, now 
and again there are “institutional outcomes” from 
Passionist Inner City Mission.  “…leadership happens 
only as and when the priest has learned what it is to 
inhabit a place and to speak from that place into the 
community’s life –… 

Nicholas CP 



 

The Passionists have a Parish in Herne Bay in Kent, a 
Retreat House in Durham, offices in Coventry, and 
presences in London, Birmingham, Newcastle and 
Liverpool. But you’d be wrong if you thought St Joseph’s 
Province was limited to England - officially it covers 
Wales and Sweden too!  

This year the three Passionists from St Josephs Province 
who minister in Sweden (Passionists from the Philippines 
are also present in Sweden) have celebrated major 
milestones. In February Fr Wojtek Seliga (left) celebrated 
his Diamond Jubilee of Ordination, whilst in June John 
McCormack (middle) celebrated his Golden Jubilee with 
a special mass at our Passionist Parish in Highgate, 
London. They’re pictured with Fr Kasimir Pawlak (right) 
in Gothenburg where they live and exercise ministry 
together. 

Cecilia died very peacefully in St 
Gemma’s Hospice, Leeds on the 
morning of Thursday 18 April 2019.  
As we pray for the repose of our 
dear sister’s soul we also thank God 
for the wonderful ministry that she 
so lovingly and faithfully carried 
out as part of the Community at 
Minsteracres over so many years. 
May she rest in Peace. 

The next issue of Passio will carry a fuller appreciation 
of Cecilia’s life.  

 26th August, 12 noon - Feast  of Bl Dominic Barberi 
at Sutton St Helen’s Shrine (Archbishop Bernard 
Longley to preside) 

 12th September – Kasimir Pawlak– 90th Birthday 

 16th-20th September - Love and Suffering Seminar 
at Minsteracres 

 21st-24th October - Passionist Partners Gathering 

In April 2019 the Province of St Joseph’s donated 
£10,000 to the DEC Cyclone Idai Appeal to help victims 
of the natural disaster that affected the people of 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi.  

Pavan and Tina joined the community at Minsteraces for 

a time earlier this year; they hope to return, visas 
permitting! 

We come from a small village in the foothills of the great 
Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh, the northern state of 
India. Before coming to the UK we had been teaching in 
Thailand for almost two decades as ESL teachers.  

We came to Minsteracres on 
a retreat for the first time in 
2012 and again in 2014 with 
a friend from Liverpool and 
fell in love with the place 
and the community. 
Minsteracres for us has been 
a place of spiritual 
refreshment. We have 
always found it very 
inspirational. It is a place 
where God’s love is shared 
with people from different 
backgrounds.  

We find ourselves blessed 
and, are very grateful to the 
parish and community for 
having us. We enjoy 
engaging ourselves, sharing and learning, following His 
way into Discipleship through service. 

“The universe is composed of subjects to be 
communed with, not primarily of objects to be used. 
As a subject, each component of the universe is 
capable of having rights.”  

Thomas Berry CP 


