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“BEHOLD THIS HEART THAT HAS LOVED SO MUCH…” (from Jesus to St Margaret Mary) 

By Fr Brian Gleeson CP 
 

 

Going into a Catholic Church building, one usually comes across a statue of Jesus showing his heart. Such 

a statue is called “The Sacred Heart”. His displayed heart tells of the strong and constant love of Jesus 

the Saviour for every human being, past, present, and future. In this vivid way the Son of God keeps 

saying that “God is love” (1 John 4:16), unlimited love, and only love. 

 

 

Throughout his years on earth, Jesus kept showing his love for people in so many wonderful ways – in 

kindness, compassion, generosity, patience, perseverance, endurance, faithfulness and forgiveness. There 

was no limit to what his love would give or where it would go. 

 

The love which imitates the love of Jesus for others is therefore a practical, down-to-earth kind of love. 

It’s a kindness and compassion kind of love, a self-forgetting kind of love. It’s a self-sacrificing kind of 

love even to the point, as shown by so many brave soldiers in two World Wars, of giving up their own 

lives so that others might be free - free to be good, kind, unselfish, generous and loving persons too. 

 

It’s our love for others that keeps the great love of Jesus for people alive in our world today. An American 

journalist, watching Mother Teresa caring for a man with gangrene, remarked to her: “I wouldn’t do 

that for a million dollars.” Mother Teresa replied: “Even I wouldn’t do it for that amount, but I do it for 

love of God.” 

 

True love is the opposite of selfishness. Selfishness confines us, keeps us shut in. It builds barriers, even 

walls, between us and others. What frees us is caring about others and caring for others, being friends, 

being sisters and brothers, being good neighbours. In short, it’s love alone that frees us from the cage of 

selfishness. A doctor, who has shared some of the deepest moments in the lives of many patients, says that 

people facing death don’t think about the degrees they’ve earned, the positions they’ve held, or how much 

wealth they’ve amassed. What really matters at the end is whom you have loved and who has loved you. 

Love always demands the best from us, and brings out the best in us. Being loved gives us a surprising 

energy and courage. Love makes us fruitful, productive, strong and constant in doing good.  

 

Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, famous for her work on the stages of dying, has written: “Love is the flame that 

warms our soul, energises our spirit and supplies passion to our lives. It’s our connection to God and to 

one another.” 

 

To love is to heal, both those who receive it and those who give it. To refuse to love is to die. To decide to 

love is to live. But love is a choice, not a feeling, and when we choose to be loving, caring, healing, helping, 

and forgiving persons, we experience well-being, contentment and happiness.  

 

Freedom from selfishness and freedom to love and care for others, surely that’s what life is all about! 

There’s really no other way. So Jesus insists, strongly insists: “Love one another, as I have loved you” 

(John 13:34) 

 

So, if we feel distant from God in Jesus, we only have to guess who has moved away!   

Nothing we do stops him loving us. God in Jesus loves us as we are, not as we would like to be. As the old 

saying goes: “You don’t have to get good to get God, you have to get God to get good.” 
- Fr Brian Gleeson CP. 



 
 

Passionist beginnings in Vietnam. 
 

In last month’s Newsletter, Fr Jefferies Foale CP wrote about how he had considered the prospects of establishing a 
Passionist mission in Vietnam, including the times when he was working among refugees from that country, also during the 
years that he was a member of General Council based in Rome. Then in October 2002, during the Passionist General 
Synod held in Korea, the Passionist Superior General Fr Ottaviano D’Egidio CP, announced that there was a possibility 
of establishing a Passionist mission in Vietnam, and “he instructed me to go to Vietnam to investigate.”      
Fr Jeff now continues the story: 
 

In 2003, I finally set foot in Vietnam charged with looking into the feasibility of a Passionist presence in Vietnam. I was 
accompanied by Mrs Theresa Luu from Florida, USA, who had offered to help me in this project. She had developed a 
deep devotion to St Paul of the Cross through contact with the frail, elderly Brother Philip Frank CP at the Passionist 
house in Orlando, Florida. 
 

I was very nervous on arrival, remembering the stories people had told me of their experience of a ruthless persecuting 
communist regime. If people had been risking their lives to get away from this, what was I doing walking into it? Theresa 
was organizer, guide and interpreter from one end of Vietnam to the other. She was extremely cautious of allowing our true 
purpose be known. We had to look like tourists.  
 

We met a number of bishops, leading priests and women religious. All were welcoming and encouraging, despite the still 
tight restrictions imposed upon them. They told us that relations with the authorities were easing up, and expected to improve 
further. It became clear that we should try to begin in Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), as we would be hassled much less there 
and theology schools for future Passionists were to be found nowhere else.  
 

Father Ottaviano CP received my report with enthusiasm and proposed to the Passionist General Council that we continue 
to work towards a permanent foundation in Vietnam, with me leading the project. Later in the year he put the same thing to 
the PASPAC leaders (Passionist superiors from the Asia Pacific region) and they passed a resolution in support. I wrote in 
a notebook the names of all the Passionists who expressed interest in the project, quite a few names. But it was taking a 
long time to get people to commit.  
 

Theresa and I went back to Vietnam on two more visits, at her expense. The project was taking shape and ready to roll. But 
where were the labourers for the harvest? Visiting India for the Passionist Assembly I gave a presentation on Vietnam and 
announced, “This slide is a photo of the next member of the team going to Vietnam.” It was a photo of the whole assembly!  
I went back to Rome, and a week later I had an email from Brother Thomas Anamattathil CP volunteering for Vietnam. 
Within days Fr Ottaviano CP had him signed up.  
 

Earlier I had met Francisco Murray CP from Argentina who had long been volunteering for the missions and was sent by 
Fr Ottaviano CP to Indonesia, and later moved to the student house with my support. He was an old friend of Fr Ottaviano 
from student days. Fr Ottaviano CP called him in Indonesia and he said ‘yes’. 
 - We had a team.  
 

How do you go about starting a new mission? I consulted an old friend, Fr Cyril Halley, 
renowned Columban Missionary, who, though elderly and frail at the time, was excited 
to help us. I organized for us to go through an exercise of preparation for the shock of the 
new and to bond as a group by attending the Columban centre at Strathfield in Sydney. 
Unfortunately it was just Francisco and me, with Thomas, being held up by visa issues. 
There we read up on mission literature and listened to lectures.    
          
            Fr Cyril Halley. 

            
Finally all three of us, Francisco, Thomas and me, gathered in Adelaide on September 25, 2005 in the presence of the 
PASPAC leaders and Fr Ottaviano CP presented us with mission crosses.  
 
Two weeks later, our plane touched down in the old Saigon airport and Thomas and I came very nervously down the steps 
to touch the soil of Vietnam. Unfortunately, it would be 5 months before Francisco was able to join us. 
 
May the Passion of Jesus be always in our hearts. 
 

Fr Jeff CP. 

 



I Remember… Fr. Kieran’s story (part 1)  by Denis Travers CP. 
 

The Leratong Hospice stands on a hillside overlooking one of the large shanty towns that surround Pretoria 

in South Africa. It is both a haven of care, solace and ongoing medical treatment for men and women who are 

suffering from HIV/Aids and above all provides palliative care for those who are dying from the same disease. 

(‘Leratong’ means ‘the place of love’).  
 

The 18-bed facility opened in 2004 principally as a result of Fr Kieran’s dedication and drive. Kieran is a 

Passionist priest ordained in 1993 and hails from Belfast, Northern Ireland. He had seen a need in that people 

in the townships, due to their poverty and the lack of medical services, rapidly progressed from initial infection 

to terminal illness and death. Often too, these deaths occurred in isolated and impoverished circumstances. With 

personnel and financial support from our Congregation, assistance from foreign 

embassies (including Australia's High Commission in Pretoria) the project slowly 

took shape. First, the land was purchased, then the buildings rose with two principal 

wings – one for female patients and one for the men. Each wing had additional areas 

so that families of the dying could stay with them over this journey. Then followed 

the daycare medical facility and clinic (so that people who were HIV positive could 

come to receive medications and treatment discretely) and finally, a chapel was 

constructed. Slowly too, staff were gathered and ongoing funding was organised 

with the principal contributors being the Anglo American company (the world’s 

largest producer of platinum among other metals), Irish Aid (an arm of the 

Government of Ireland) and the Passionist Congregation.                                             Leratong Chapel. 

  

As a recognition of this work and his care of others,  

Kieran was named Irish International Personality of the Year in 2004. 

 

When I visited Leratong Hospice, it was good to see a small plaque in the hospice recognising the contribution 

of the Australian High Commission to establish the laundry facilities and more recently I noticed that AusAID 

sponsored some of the in-service training and staff development programmes for the current staff members.  

 

However, a near tragic event occurred in 2007. The European Union announced an extremely large grant to the 

Hospice. This was good news and news that quickly spread! In the process, 

‘word’ got round that there was a huge amount of money in the hospice 

itself and some young men took it upon themselves to rob the Hospice that 

night.  

 

They overpowered the guard at the gate (and locked him in a shed), the night nursing staff were forced to flee 

to a central area and lock themselves in a room without communications, and the men then moved through the 

hospice towards the chaplains flat (located at the back of the building). This is where Fr Kieran stayed of a night.  

Hearing the knocking on his door, and thinking it was a call to go to one of the patients who was dying, Fr 

Kieran opened the door and was confronted by the two armed men. A brief struggle ensued as Kieran tried to 

close the door again and the men shot him twice – once in the chest and once in the arm before fleeing.  

 

Kieran was left alone and wounded. After some time he struggled to a window and miraculously there across 

the street was a young boy at the window of his family house. Kieran was finally able to get his attention and 

after some appeals, he was eventually able to enlist the lad’s aid to raise the alarm. Help was finally arranged.  

 

Kieran was hospitalised for surgery and when able, was brought home to Ireland for a period of recovery. After 

this, he returned again to South Africa and to the Hospice, but the bullets had left more than physical scars and 

after a relatively short time he returned again permanently to North Ireland, where he still ministers to this day.  

 

In the next edition, I will continue Kieran’s story – and highlight 

his meeting with the Rev. Ian Paisley (Northern Ireland’s First 

Minister from May 2007 to mid-2008)!  Stay tuned.  
 

Till next time,  Denis CP.  
  

 

Postage for this month’s Newsletter  

again kindly provided by: 

Le Pine Funeral Services 

Courtesy of Tim Horlock 
Funeral Director    Ph:   0419 319 003 

 

Some young men took it upon 
themselves to rob the Hospice. 

https://leratong.co.za/gallery


Pentecost Sunday – June 9th.    
 

An important date on the liturgical calendar, AND a real   
reinforcement of our faith. 
 

Pentecost is an important, traditionally Jewish feast. In ancient 
Israel, Pentecost was the celebration of the wheat harvest held 50 
days after the festival of Passover.  
 

On the Christian calendar, Pentecost is the feast that marks the end 
of the 50-day season of Easter.   
 

The word ‘Pentecost’ comes from the Greek word for "fiftieth."  
During early church history, the term Pentecost referred not only to 
the 50th day, but also to the whole period of 50 days following 
Easter.  This was the time of the celebration of the Resurrection of 
Jesus. 
 

Thus, the feast is an important one on the Christian calendar, 
indeed, one of the most important, signifying the completion of 
Jesus' immediate mission with the sending of the Spirit.  
 

And even more importantly, the events of Pentecost (Acts 2) can be, 
indeed should be, an affirmation of the Jesus story, a serious 
challenge to those who doubt, and a reinforcement of our Christian 
faith. 
 

After the death of Jesus and before 
Pentecost, the Apostles were a weak, 
dispirited lot. They were hiding in a locked 
room for fear of the Jewish authorities (John 
20:19) when the risen Jesus came and stood 
before them, saying 'receive the Holy Spirit'. He promised to send 
down to them what the Father had promised, and to clothe them with 
a power from on high (Luke 24:49). And so on the day of Pentecost, 
when the Apostles were gathered in one room, they received the 
Holy Spirit, transforming them into bold men of conviction, prepared 
to go out into the world to spread the Good News, even at the risk 
of being martyred for their beliefs. 
 

This transformation of the Apostles on Pentecost and the 
acceptance of their ‘Good News’ message on that day nearly 2000 
years ago, evidences the truth of the message of the life and the 
resurrection of Jesus - the coming of the kingdom for us all. There 
is no other logical explanation for the conversion of the Apostles 
from being dispirited and frightened to bold men of conviction, 
preaching the resurrection of Jesus, the Son of God. Thus we can 
be confident that Jesus rose from the dead, and for his true 
followers, there is the hope and the expectation of resurrection after 
death – eternal life with God.  
 

Further, the Holy Spirit that 
completely changed the Apostles 
and energised them, is the same 
Spirit that is there for all of us.  
 
From Matthew’s Gospel, we know that Thomas the Twin – ‘Doubting 
Thomas’ as we call him – could not accept that Jesus had risen from 
the dead or that he had appeared to the other disciples, but Jesus 
said ‘blessed are those who have not seen me but believe’. 
That’s us – we believe. And so, surely ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ is 
meant for us too. We have but to respond, like Thomas, with faith 
and conviction, that we too may receive the constant outpouring of 
the Spirit of Christ: 
 

                  ‘My Lord and my God’.   
 

End-of-the-Month  

Passionist-Family Mass 
June 30th at 10.30am 

 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
    

“Now, as the time drew near for Jesus to be taken up to 

Heaven ….”  Luke 9: 51  Celebrant:  

Fr Kevin Hennessy CP   - he’s back! 
 

Passionists' Birthdays in June. 
 

Br Luke Bulley   (Templestowe)          June 10             

Fr Michael Hickey CP   (Hobart)               June 18 

Fr Tony Egar CP      (Endeavour Hills)      June 21  
 

June Anniversaries: 

June 12 is the Feast Day of Passionist Blessed Lorenzo 

Salvi CP who was born in Rome on 30th October 1782 and 

died in Capranica (Viterbo) Italy on 12th June 1856. He was 

beatified by Pope John Paul II on 1st October 1989.  

********     **********      *********        

Fr Jose Mathew CP will celebrate the 17th anniversary of his 

Passionist Profession on June 2nd. Both Fr Peter Hoang 

Truc CP and Fr Thomas Nguyen Thanh CP celebrate the 

2nd anniversary of their Ordination as Passionist Priests on 

June 11th. Fr Christopher Mithen CP celebrates the 62nd 

anniversary of his Ordination on June 30th. 
 

Passionists’ Birthdays in July: 
 

Fr Erick Niyiragira CP (Marrickville)   July 1st 

Fr Brian Traynor CP (Templestowe)    July 4th    

Fr John Curtis CP      (Glen Osmond)   July 11th  

Fr Felix Kialoi              (PNG)                July 12th  

Fr John Aurum CP      (PNG)              July 13th  

Fr Gerald Quinn CP   (Hobart)             July 18th  

Fr Kevin Tuit’tu CP    (Marrickville)    July 22nd  

Br Martin Lusk CP        (PNG)             July 30th 

‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit’ 

was meant for 

us too. 

‘Receive 
the Holy 

Spirit’ 

‘Come Away Retreat Day’ 
Wednesday 19th June. 

9.30am – 3pm. 
Jesus said: ‘You must come away to a lonely place 
all by yourselves and rest a while’.  Mark 6: 31 
Next two dates:    July 25th,   August 29th. 

30th June – Financial Year End – TAX TIME! 

Donations to ‘A Passionist Heart Foundation’ are 

tax deductible and help to support charitable causes, 

including, Senta Bilong Helpim in PNG. Donations 

can be sent to Holy Cross, or to your nearest Passionist 

Community, for an official tax deductible receipt. 

STOP PRESS.   Great News: much loved former student 
at Holy Cross, John Lin CP, after leaving us to return 
home, was Ordained a Passionist Priest on April 25; 
and now he is Fr John Lin CP PP, having been appointed 
Parish Priest of the Parish of St Joseph in his home 
town.  Congratulations Fr John, God Bless.  
You are in our prayers. 


