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Our world is fractured. Every day we 
face new challenges as a society. The 
last deade has seen a rise in sectarian 
violence, hatred and discrimination, 
violence against women, and a rapidly 
warming planet that holds a profoundly 
different future for our children than it 
did for our grandparents. It can be 
overwhelming to think about all of the 
critical issues that need to be addressed 
all over the world. It can be paralizing. 
You want to help, but with issues so 
large, it can be tough to decide where to 
begin, or where to focus your efforts. 

The isolating effect this has on us is 
what defeats us. We know that solving 
these problems will require hard work 
and a new mindset. That means that it 
isn’t about me doing it alone. It will 
require us to work together as a global 
community, to communicate across 
borders, identities, ethnicities, and 
importantly, across religious groups. 

How we work against the dis-

Fractured World 
 

CRA Signs Against Bioenergy 
 Catholic Religious Australia has joined 80 

national and state wide organisations, five 
political parties and many independent 
election candidates in signing a National 
Position Statement against Forest 
Bioenergy.  

The Bioenergy industry claims that burning 
wood instead of coal is carbon neutral 
because trees regrow, despite the warnings 
from climate and forest scientists about its 
immediate impacts. In the last decade 
thousands of scientists have written open 
letters to Austrlian, European Union and US 
policy makers stating that per unit energy, 
wood emits more carbon to the 
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empowering feeling of isolation is by 
realising we can’t do it alone, that we are 
not meant to do it alone, and that we 
need to find people who share our 
commitment to creating a more peaceful 
world. In other words it means joining a 
group that is already working for these 
ends in a way that shares our values and 
hopes. There has been a proliferation of 
groups trying to tackle the different 
issues that face us. So we need to 
prioritise the issues we feel strongly 
about, as part of a process of 
discernment. Bringing this to prayer and 
asking God to direct us towards the area 
we are called to be involved in can help 
us to decide. We can’t do everything, but 
we can discern where to best put our 
limited energies. The next step is to look 
at the groups tackling that issue, be it 
climate change, animal protection or 
human rights, and which group best 
shares our values. By joining that group 
we join our energy with others and 
cease to feel isolated. 

 J.R.Sanchez CP 

atmosphere than coal. But this has not 
been enough to halt the trade in wood 
pellets that has seen vast swathes of the 
world’s forests logged to supply the 
forest bioenergy trade. “Our surviving 
native forests are in peril from this trade 
but neither major party is heeding 
scientific warnings,” said Monica 
Cavanagh rsj, President of the CRA 

Three million tonnes of wood pellets are 
predicted to be exported from Australia 
in the next 10 years. There are profits  to 
be made given that it is cheaper to cut 
trees than mine coal. 

J. R. Sanchez, CP



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It has been a busy start to the year, 
including the work for JPIC. Apart from 
the monthly blog article, quarterly 
newsletter, petitions and posts, work for 
ACRATH continues. It has taken a bit of 
time to receive responses from the 
appropriate authorities, but I can report 
that making the Bakhita mass an annual 
event has been approved. The Arch-
bishop will again preside next year. The 
mass is scheduled for the evening of 
Friday the 7th of February. The actual 
feast is on the 8th, but it would be 
impossible to book St. Stephen’s 
cathedral on a Saturday as it would 
conflict with the normal Saturday 
evening liturgy. I have met with Fr. 
Stephen, the Sudanese chaplain, and he 
has passed on the information to their 
community. I will meet next week with 
the Canossian ‘Provincial’, Melissa, to 
discuss further involvement from the 
Canossian sisters for the mass next year. 
Also, on the 8th of May, we organised a 
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Last week, Bayer was ordered by a 
Northern California jury to pay more than $2 
Billion to a couple who say they were 
diagnosed with cancer after using the 
company’s weedkiller, ‘Roundup.’ Roundup 
is a herbicide produced by Monsanto, which 
Bayer acquired last year for $63 billion. 

The San Francisco Superior Court said the 
company had to pay the plaintiffs, Alva and 
Alberta Pilliod, the damages after they 
contracted non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The 
jury said the company’s product did not 
properly warn of its cancer risk. 

Bayer made the statement that it was dis-
appointed with the jury’s decision and 
planned to appeal, adding that it conflicts 
directly with the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s finding that there are ‘no risks to 
public health from the current registered 
uses of glyphosate.’ They claimed there was 
no reliable scientific evidence to conclude 

Monsanto’s Back 
 

When man turns his 
back on the Creator’s 

plan, he provokes a 
disorder which has 

inevitable 
repercussions on the 

rest of the created 
order. (JPII) 
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conference on ‘forced marriage’ 
presnted by Liz Payne, a member of 
ACRATH Victoria who works with St. 
Vincent’s Health. A range of people 
attended from the Red Cross, medical 
agencies and ethnic support groups to 
hear Liz. It has been a seed sown for 
the future. 

Peter Gardiner continues to volunteer 
for Bill Cruz with the Exodus 
Foundation, but has plans for bigger 
things. He has received approval to get 
a group together and travel to 
Cambodia for Building Cambodia. This 
will take place some time between June 
and August. Peter’s long term plan is to 
stay in Cambodia, Vietnam or perhaps 
Burma and teach english so as to be 
self funding to finance his stay and his 
ability to work as a volunteer where he 
sees the needs may be. We support 
Peter with this venture. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP   .       

  

that glyphosate-based herbicides were 
the cause of their illnesses as the jury 
was required to find in this case. Bayer 
also believed the punitive verdict was 
excessive and unjustifiable. 

This is the third lawsuit the company has 
lost related to claims that Roundup 
cuases cancer. Bayer paid $159 million in 
damages in the first two cases. There 
are more than 13,400 lawsuits against 
Bayer set to go to trial in the United 
States related to the claims. The 
company denied allegations that its 
product causes cancer, saying that 
decades of studies and regulatory 
evaluations have shown the weedkiller to 
be safe for use. 

If Bayer paid $63 Billion for only one 
product, you can surely understand why 
they found $2 billion excessive to pay. 

J.R.Sanchez CP 
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Child Labour 
 Near the Taj Mahal in India, tourists browse 
the shoes on sale at the market stalls. They 
don’t question where the shoes come from. 
But in the dark in a residential home, 13-
year-old Jatin is cutting leather pieces. His 
hands are lined and aged beyond his years, 
and he is surrounded by heavy machinery 
and sharp tools. His handiworld looks so 
perfect that it’s sobering to realize they’ve 
been made by a child. 
 
Jatin’s childhood wasn’t meant to look like 
this. But when his father became very ill, 
Jatin gave up school to earn a living for his 
family. That was 4 years ago. 
 
“I’m proud of my son for taking the 
responsibility to provide for the family when 
I was ill,” Jatin’s father says. “But that is 
something he should never have had to do 
and I wish I could have provided him an 

“Let me be as clear as I can be: a war with Iran would be 
an absolute disaster,” said democratic candidate, Bernie 
Sanders. “16 years ago, the United States committed one 
of the worst foreign policy blunders in the history of our 
country by attacking Iraq. That war was sold to the 
American people based on a series of lies about weapons 
of mass destruction. We should remember that one of the 
leading advocates for that war was John Bolton (U.S. 
national serurity adviser, who has been a force in 
Republican foreign policy circles for decades). And now, 
based on the disaster that he helped bring about in Iraq, it 
appears that John Bolton wants a war in Iran. A war with 
Iran would be many times worse that the Iraq war. U.S. 
military leaders have repeatedly told us that.” 
 
Tensions are rising with the Islamic Republic after the 
Trump administration revoked waivers this month that 
allowed Iran to continue selling oil to some customers 
despite U.S. sanctions. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates reported on Monday mysterious attacks on 
several vessels including oil tankers in the Persian Gulf, 
and the Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen claimed on 
Tuesday they had damaged Saudi oil pumping stations 
using drones. 
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education and the childhood he 
deserves.”  
 
Jatin works 10-hour days, depending on 
how much work there is to do. There are 
days when he doesn’t want to go to 
work, but he knows that if he doesn't, 
the family won’t have enough for food 
and rent. (From World Vision) 
 
This story, sadly, is not uncommon. The 
United Nations has estimated that as 
many as 168 million children around the 
world are involved in child labour. Many 
of the these children can never gain an 
education and can end up trapped in the 
poverty cycle for life. If you don’t feel 
confident to donate to World Vision 
because of questions about funds going 
to administration, there is always Caritas. 

Ray Sanchez CP 
 

 

 

Trump Sabre Rattling 

The Times reported that the president’s top national 
security aides met on Thursday to discuss updated war 
plans with Iran. The plans envision sending as many as 
120,000 troops to the Middle East should Iran attack 
American forces or accelerate work on nuclear 
weapons. The Times said the plans do not call for a 
land invasion of Iran, which would require many more 
troops. 
 
Once again the world in plunged into fear and 
uncertainty by Sabre rattling of the U.S. president. 
This, on top of the trade war with China, are cause to 
increase world anxiety. Why now? John Bolton may be 
a more dangerous person than Donald Trump. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The shocking findings of a landmark report 
by the United Nations Inter-governmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) released on 
Monday stated that from insects and 
animals to plants and trees, life on Earth is 
being wiped out at an unprecedented rate 
and we are to blame. Compiled by 145 
expert authors from 50 countries over the 
past three years, the IPBES report is the 
most comprehensive completed. 

The current rate of global species extinction 
is now tens to hundreds of times higher 
compared to the average over the past 10 
million years, IPBES found. About one 
million animal and plant species are now 
threatened with extinction. “Ecosystems, 
species, wild populations, local varieties and 
breeds of domesticated plants and animals 
are shrinking, deteriorating or vanishing,” 
assessment co-chair Professor Josef Settele 
said. “This loss is a direct result of human 
activity and constitutes a direct threat to 
human wellbeing in all regions of the world.” 

Australian Wallaby, Israel Folau, posted a 
passage from St. Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians (Gal 5:19-21) on Instagram 
along with a warning that hell awaits eight 
categories of people unless they repent. 
Falau’s post caused immense offence to 
members of the LGBTQI community and 
many others as it referenced homosexuals 
(Note: this reference is not in St. Paul’s list 
of ‘sins of the flesh’). Rugby Australia 
determined that he should show good 
cause why his $4 million contract should 
not be terminated. 
 
The case raises questions about freedom 
of religion and what is acceptable for a 
person representing Australia in sports to 
publically state. 
 
Highly paid sports stars are indeed role 
models, and to publically canvas that gay 
people risk going to hell because of their 
orientation has an impact on young people 
and their wellbeing and safety. A sporting 
star has clear responsibilities in this area to 
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“We are eroding the very foundations of 
our economies, livelihoods, food security, 
health and quality of life worldwide,” Sir 
Watson (IPBES chair) said. The culprits 
are: Changes in land and sea use; Direct 
exploitation of organisms; Climate 
change; Pollution, and Invasive alien 
species. 

Urgent action on local and global levels 
is needed to preserve life on Earth, the 
report found. “It is not too late to make a 
difference, but only if we start now at 
every level from local to global,” Sir 
Watson said. “Through ‘transformative 
change’, nature can still be conserved, 
restored and used sustainably. That 
means a fundamental, system-wide 
reorganisation across technological, 
economic and social factors, including 
paradigms, goals and values…By its 
very nature, transformative change can 
expect opposition from those with 
interests vested in the status quo,” Sir 
Watson said. “But such opposition can 
be overcome for the broader public 
good.”                           J. R. Sanchez, CP 

 

 weigh the consequences of their words or 
actions, and it is appropriate for governing 
sports bodies to enforce codes of conduct in 
this area and to insist on the responsibility 
of players. Rugby is a business and has a 
brand name to protect. Falau is an 
employee and has contractual expectations. 
 
But Falau is also a sportsperson with a 
private life, and is a lay minister in his 
church. There is no doubt that he, as an 
evangelical Christian with a literal 
understanding of the Bible, believes a whole 
lot of people will go to hell unless they 
repent. Should his employer have required 
of him to be silent on issues related to his 
faith? Is it discriminatory to require this on 
some issues but not on others? If a 
conservative Muslim player was to publically 
support Sharia law, would that disqualify 
them from representing Australia? Can Falau 
be held to account by Rugby Australia for 
expressing a religious belief that is shared 
by many millions? 

J.R.Sanchez CP . 
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