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Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in the Passionist Family

The Good Sams – After 134 Years - Farewell to Marrickville 

 Today in a simple ceremony, our Sisters of 
the Good Samaritan held a ritual of prayer and
remembering at the closure of their convent 
in Pile St I Marrickville.  The Sisters have been 
present in Marrickville since 1885, but only 
took up residence in Marrickville in 1892.  The 
Sisters first house was down near the Warren, 
then Malakoff Towers and the Despointes St 
Convent.  Then garners Av and Stokes Av, and
Pile St.

About 20 sisters gathered with myself, Fr. 
Thanh and Sr. Elenita for a beautiful ritual, 
with moving memories.  Some had lived and 

been to school here, others stationed here.  

During some reflective silence, the sisters moved through the house
with a bowl of incense pausing in the various rooms.  



Fr. Tony Egar and Passionist Companions 
The Fr. Tim O’ToolePilgrimage

Fr. Tony joins our Passionist Companions from Endeavour Hills on 
the Camino Pilgrimage to Santiago.   Fr. Fr. Tony this pilgrimage is 
part of his celebration of 60 years of profession ads a Passionist.  
The pilgrimage is in memory of Fr. Tim O’Toole CP.  The  30 pilgrims
come mostly from Endeavour Hills parish where Tim worked for 12 
years.  Also on the Pilgrimage are Paul and Linda O’Toole, and 
Danny and Elizabeth O’Toole, Tim’s brothers and their wives

This famous pilgrimage journey is many centuries old. The final 
destination is the Cathedral and resting place of St James the 
Apostle in Santiago, but there are a number of different routes 
which pilgrimages can take from France, Portugal and Italy.  The 
pilgrimage takes about a month on foot to complete.  It can 
however be done in stages over a couple of years.  It can be done 
on foot, bicycle, or other means.  

On Wednesday our Passionist [pilgrims begin their journey.  They 
are doing the final leg of the Pilgrimage, from the village of Sarria, 
115 kilometers from Santiago, and journey for about 7 days, arriving
in Santiago on April 15th. 

We wish them well, and ask them to keep us n their prayers. 

New Zealand Multi-Faith Remembrance Service  

Fr. John Pearce and our parish of Marlborough, on the north of the 
South Island of New Zealand led the way in celebrating a special 
vigil for the Muslim Sisters and brothers killed in Christchurch, for 
their grieving families and grieving country



From our Passionist Facebook Page
 www.facebook.com/pg/HolySpiritProvince  

BECAUSE OF CHRISTCHURCH, WE GATHERED, WE REMEMBERED,
WE STOOD TOGETHER.

LOCAL VIGIL FOR CHRISTCHURCH

The efforts of last Saturday in gathering a small group of people to 
look at how to support the local Muslim Community and also how to 
hold a Vigil Service ... saw 3,000 people gather on Wednesday night
at Seymour Square. It was a moving event with Muslim Call to 
prayer, a Maori call on the Conch shell and Karakia, the singing of 
the Polyfest Choir from Marlborough Boys College, the reading of 
the National Statement from Church Leaders, Peace prayer of St 
Francis, the final prayer and blessing and Karakia all made for a 
very rich and moving gathering.

Today (Friday), women of Marlborough wore headscarfs, and people
young and old stopped for 2 minutes of silence. The local Muslim 
Community gathered for Friday prayers as usual, together with 
other supporters.

FINAL PRAYER

God of All Creation, maker of the Universe, you plant the seeds of 
Peace, Joy and Love in the Hearts of all people.
Draw near to your people in New Zealand, that Sadness and Fear 
might be lifted, and that Hope and Joy might be restored.
May the blood of the martyrs draw us together to support all people 
at this time, and to make this a land where all people are welcome.
Manaakitia mai Aotearoa. God defend New Zealand.
Good night. Thank you. Go in Peace.
Now, say hello to your neighbours.
Yes, they’re standing next to you.

FINALLY. 
Thank you to Marlborough who came together. Thank you to our 
media who recorded this event for their journals, and for posterity. 
Thank you to Council and the NZ Police for supporting and making 
this event happen.

THIS IS MARLBOROUGH

Jubilaeum – 300th Anniversary of the Congregation
www.passiochristi.org

Our Congregation celebrates the 300th Anniversary of what we count
as the birth of the Congregation.  At that time, the day after the 
feast of the Presentation, Paul of the Cross received the habit from 

http://www.facebook.com/pg/HolySpiritProvince


Bishop Gattinara. He then went to the Church in Castellazzo where 
he followed his 40-day retreat during which he wrote his Spiritual 
Diary and the 1st Rule of the Congregation of which, at the tie, he 
was the only member.

Fr. John Pearce is now a member of the Congregational Committee 
for planning the celebrations, events and special occasions being 
planned locally and across the Congregation to mark this special 
moment  

PFGM Gatherings
Over this week and the next two weekends our Passionist Family 
leaders and coordinators meet.  This weekend, the Victorian leaders
and member of the 
Victorian Leaders meet in our Holy Cross Retreat, Templestowe.  
Next weekend, the Australian National Coordinating Team meeting 
at Templestowe.  The next weekend, The New Zealand National 
Coordinating Team meet in Wellington, New Zealand.  All three 
gathering will benefit from the presence and facilitation of Fr. Brian 
Traynor.  

General Visitation

Fr. Gwen Barde now completes the first part of his General 
Visitation of our Holy Spirit Province.  Over the last two weeks, Fr. 
Gwen has visited our communities and religious in Vietnam, and in 
Papua New Guinea.   Each year the Provincial must do a formal visit 
to each community.  In the year of the Province Chapter the General
or his delegate does this visitation.  It is always a time for good 
dialogue and discussions, and assessment, of life in the Province 
generally, and in the local communities in particular. 

Fr. Gwen now returns to Rome, and then in Holy Week returns to do 
his visit of the Australian communities, as well as attending our Pre-
Chapter Assembly, to be held in Easter Week at Holy Cross.  

Papua New Guinea Visit

Over the last ten days I have been visiting our mission in Papua New 
Guinea.    I was able to visit our parish and student house in Boroko, Port 
Moresby.  Fr. Francis Xavier is doing an excellent job as Parish Priest, Consultor 
to the Cardinal and Dean of the local Deanery.  Br Jerome is accompanying our 
three young aspirants, Christopher, Edward and Jerom.  These young men are 
doing their first year of Philosophy Studies at the Catholic Theological Union.  
Also, Jerome is formator for Br Joseph Raki, professed last year, who is in first 
year Theology Studies.  



After shopping for Essentials 

While there our Passionist Companions gathered for the monthly fellowship and 
formation.  Over 40 Companions turned up for a great night, with some beautiful
prayer and enthusiastic laughter 



IN Vanimo, I had time with Fr. Valensius pictured at the grave of our first PNG 
professed religious, Br James Wenly/ James’ brother is with Valensius.

I was able to spend time also at our Senta Bilong Helpim with our Sisters. 
Rowena and Johnsy.  The kids are just beautiful                                                     



Arrivals and Welcome

We welcome two new Passionist Sisters to join our Adelaide 
community, 
Srs. SHiji and Jasmin.  They join Nithya, Jimsy, Jasmin and Joan 
Mary

Gravestone for Fr. Peter McGrath

Peter is buried with his mother, at the cemetery at Mona Vale.  
After much discussion between family and ourselves, we 



agreed on the wording and the headstone is now in place

In Christ Crucified
Tom cp
Provincial Superior 
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