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Canadian Associate (Fatima) goes on 2 Year Mission 
by Fr. Steven Dunn, C.P.,            

The Archdiocese of Toronto has "twinned" with the  Mackenzie Diocese in the Canadian North (North West Territories), establishing a 

long term mission to assist in the Pastoral Care of the Church there, particularly in their commitment to the Aboriginal Peoples. 

 

Fátima has been attracted to this ministry, although it calls for radical choices regarding living conditions (it is severely cold and thou-

sands of miles from home and family) and radical challenges to our normal "southern" cultural predispositions as well. 

 

Fátima also chose to make this two-year renewable commitment the focus of her Covenant statement when she became the first Pas-

sionist Associate of the Canadian Community (Toronto).  In her words:  "With the support of the Community, I shall endeavor to ponder 

more deeply the Passion of the God Incarnate, to grow in compassion for the poor, the imprisoned, the blind, the forgotten and the bro-

ken, and to accompany them, trusting that their suffering will be transformed in Christ's Resurrection. I pray in particular to live this out 

concretely in my mission to the people of the North." 

 

You can access photos of Fátima on this google drive taken at her Covenanting ceremony with Fr. Jim O'Shea on Jan.10th 2019:    

 https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1QPNrR9PrhaWr1CXz0HEx9bZyGeuewBxl 

 

Fr. Steven Dunn, C.P.,           Fr Jim O’Shea, C.P. (Provincial),       Fatima Lee,     Marilyn Calderone 

                                                                                                                   St. Gabriel's Parish music director. 

https://webmail.cpprov.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=3C4qUp0FL17iG896REUDRjoPW_XWUW_L_kFm_cgVHM_TFuG73I3WCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2fdrive%2fu%2f0%2ffolders%2f1QPNrR9PrhaWr1CXz0HEx9bZyGeuewBxl


Fr. Lucian Clark, C.P. 
April 7-10  Sts Philip and James, Bronx, NY 

Fr. Paul Fagan, C.P. 
February 23-26   Christ Our Light Parish, Cambridge OH  
March 9-13   St. Eulalia Parish, Winchester MA  
March 16-20   St. Anthony of Padua,East Northport, NY ,  
March 23-27   Our Lady of Hope, 61-27 71st Street Middle Village 
March 30 – April 3  Immaculate Conception and Assumption of Our Lady, Tuckahoe, NY   
April 6-9   St, Edward and St. Jude Collaborative, Medfield, MA  

Br. Michael Moran, C.P. 

February 23-2  St Dominic Parish, Southington, CT 

March 16-20  St. Boniface Parish, Elmont, NY 

March 23-27  St. Stanislaus Parish, Bristol CT 

March 30-April 3  Our Lady of the Mountains Parish, North Conway, NH 

April 10,   Mary Gate of Heaven Parish, Winsor Locks, CT 

Fr. Melvin Shorter, C.P. 
March 22 - 27   St. Ann Catholic Church, Clayton, NC.  

Fr. Edward Wolanski, C.P. 
February 9th - 13th: Mary Immaculate Parish, West Palm Beach FL 
February 23rd - 27th St. Bonaventure Parish, Davie, Fl 
March 2nd - 6th  St. Paul the Apostle, Pampano Beach, Fl 
March 9th - 13th:  Christ the King Parish, Miami, Fl 
March 30th - April 4th St. Bernedette's Parish, Port St. Lucie, Fl 
March 23rd - 26th St. Cathereine of Siena, Kendall, Fl. 

Passionist Missions during Lent 

Passionists on the Web during Lent 
Fr. Victor Hoagland, C.P.  https://vhoagland.wordpress.com/  

Br. Andre Mathieu, C.P.  https://andreshearth.wordpress.com/  

https://vhoagland.wordpress.com/
https://andreshearth.wordpress.com/


Fr. Dominic Papa, C.P. dies on February 23rd 









Fr. Dominic Papa, C.P. celebrates 60 years as a Passionist  

Fr. Dominic Papa CP was joined by seven Passionist priests, and the resident priests at Queen of Peace to cele-
brate a Mass of Thanksgiving honoring his sixty years of profession. The chapel was filled to capacity and many 
friends, Association members, Residents and Resident families. The main celebrant was Fr. Provincial Robert 
Joerger, CP. Fr. Kenan Peters, CP, a class mate of Father Papa, gave the homily. After offering a biographical sketch 
of Fr. Papa’s life, he encouraged all of us to offer our sacrifices with the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross, following 
the example of Fr. Papa. He quoted Pope Francis saying, “What counts is to be permeated by the love of Christ, to 
let oneself be led by the Holy Spirit and to graft one’s own life onto the tree of life, which is the Lord’s cross.” 

In the afternoon, Fr. Papa was invited to the auditorium where he was joined by Sisters and Residents for a pro-

gram called Italy comes to America of Italian and American songs reminiscent of the years he spent in Rome. Sing-

er, Giovanni Antidormi entertained the audience with songs and even some dancing. Everyone enjoyed the Italian 

bakery treats that were served following the performance. 



Fr Ward Biddle, C.P. Missionary in Japan died February 13 



Fr. Ward Biddle CP,   Fr. Nono CP,  Fr. Joachim Rego CP (General Superior) 



Again in the storehouse of my memories is the first time I preached to a group of Japanese men in the straw-mat chapel 

which fronts on the garden. That same year I had a wonderful experience preaching parish missions with Frs. Clement and 

Peter for six weeks, covering all the little churches on a large island in the extreme south of the country, thirteen hours by 

boat from the city of Kagoshima, nearby where St. Francis Xavier first landed in the country. The first tiny parish was in a 

chapel for people with Hansen's disease. I wonder now how much they could have understood of my halting Japanese 

language. The people on that island were very poor and as we approached a village over the mountain top in our jeep it 

looked to me like pictures I had seen of African straw-thatched huts huddled together. I have always considered those 

weeks of preaching as among the most precious experiences I have ever had in Japan. 

On the boat trip back to the mainland I made the acquaintance of a high school lad who was on his way to take a school 

exam in Kagoshima. We corresponded a bit later, and then I heard that he had entered the diocesan seminary. He was 

duly ordained a priest, and years afterward we were together working as team priests for the Marriage Encounter Move-

ment. But to my surprise and delight in January of this year he was ordained bishop of that diocese. What a thrill it was to 

attend the ceremony and get a good big hug from the new bishop. 

Surely no experience of my time in Japan can surpass the joy I have known in being able to help several young men to dis-

cern and follow their vocations as Passionists. Nothing is more humbling for me and heart-warming than the recollection 

of those encounters as a most undeserving instrument in aiding those men to recognize their re-ligious calling. My enrich-

ing years in the Cursillo Movement, in prison chaplain work, in directing couples in pre-Cana courses and in Marriage En-

counter, as well as these last seven years in charge of a small parish-all have added up to a life of amazing graces. There 

comes to my mind a line from Shakespeare's “Twelfth Night” that I learned as a student “I can no other answer make, but 

thanks, and thanks and thanks”. 

As I enter my fiftieth year in Japan and look back I feel only deep gratitude for the experiences I've had and the wonderful 

people I have met and worked with. Very dif-ficult as the language has been (and is), I have been able to make myself un-

derstood. And I am confident in writing that the Japanese people also came to understand my heart, my love for them. 

We missioners try to get into the ways of thinking and feeling of the people we serve. Some succeed better than others. 

No one is a judge in his own case. But I would wager that the Japanese people, clergy and religious with whom I have lived 

and worked have found me by and large “compatico” with their hearts. I have never doubted that God called me here, 

even from my teenage years when I was mainly conscious of following only my own inclinations and hunches. 

Personal Reflections 

by Father Ward Biddle, C.P. 



History of Overseas Missionary to Japan:  

by Brother Laurence M. Finn, C.P.  

Holy Cross Province began the Japan Passionist mission in 1953. Several years ago I met Father Ward Biddle, 

C.P. With energy, reflection, and thanksgiving he spoke to me about his mission experience in Japan since the 

early 1950s. I was impressed by his kindness and honesty. Consequently, as part of the centennial celebration of 

Holy Cross Province he graciously accepted my invitation to write a personal reflection on his Japan missionary 

experience. He was born in 1923 in Kansas City, Missouri. He professed his Passionist vows in 1944 and was or-

dained in 1951. He remains active in Japan.  

“Man proposeth, God disposeth.” In one form or another that old adage comes true and is recognized as truth in all 

of our histories. And of course it holds true for the history of the Passionists in Japan. 

In 1951 the Holy Cross (Chicago) Province of the Passionists decided to accept an invitation from Bishop Paul 

Taguchi to make a foundation in his Osaka diocese. Surely the Provincial at the time, Fr. James Patrick White, 

spent many a sleepless night wondering whom he should appoint to this mission. After much prayer and discus-

sion with his consultors he chose a man who by common consent was well suited for the task, Fr. Julius Busse. He 

was a purple heart decorated veteran chaplain of the Pacific front in World War II. A strapping man, blessed with 

courage and ingenuity, warm and opti-mistic by nature, he was chosen and consented to take on the responsibility. 

So man proposed, until... A medical exam revealed inoperable cancer. Fr. Julius made an enviably resigned and 

expeditious passage, not to Japan, but to heaven. Thus did God dispose. 

It can be reasonably assumed that Fr. James Patrick at that point spent many more nights tossing and turning in 

bed as he sought a replacement for that excellent first choice. Now, after 50 years have passed perhaps it can be 

safely tested in the wind that Fr. Barnabas Ahern was the man who put the proverbial bug in the ear of the provin-

cial to choose little Fr. Matthew Vetter as the superior of the Japan Mission. How-ever the appointment came 

about, Fr. Matthew and his Passionist companion, Fr. Carl Schmitz, set out from San Francisco in late February for 

the 16-day voyage to Japan. They landed in Yokohama on the 9th of March, 1953. Was this proposal of man also 

the disposition of God? Only time would tell. 

In many ways the opposite type of character of Fr. Julius, Matthew Vetter proved to be a spiritually wise and holy 

founder of the Passionists in Japan. In the summer of that same year three other men were sent to join them-Frs. 

Paul Placek, Clement Paynter and Peter Kumle, the latter two having been ordained but a year before. These five 

original men made their home in an old, formerly Buddhist school, remodeled into a monastery and quasi retreat 

house, in the suburb of Osaka, called Hibarigaoka. Japan in those days after the War was still poor, as was their 

dwelling, but they got busy at once at language schools and in giving English retreats to the many foreign mission-

ers. It was not long before they were conducting parish missions as well as retreats of all sorts in Japanese. 

In the years that followed others were sent from the Chicago Province, and in 1957 the Passionist Nuns arrived 

from Pittsburgh, along with Frs. Denis McGowan and Ward Biddle, on the Topa Topa, an old beatup freighter. The 

Nuns took over the Hibarigaoka house as the Fathers moved to a newly acquired property and house about 10 

miles away in an area called Mefu. This Mefu Retreat House has become well known throughout the Japanese 

Catholic Church for its pine and maple tree studded grounds with the outdoor Stations of the Cross on the exten-

sive hillside closeby. How well I remember the dedication of those Stations with a diocesan priest and his group of 



North American Inter-Provincial Council 
in Mexico 



On February 8 to 10, we attended the Married Couples Retreat at Holy Family Retreat House in West Hartford CT with over 50 other mar-

ried couples. Our beloved retreat house in Riverdale NY closed in 2011 and we have been attending the Married Couples Retreat for a few 

years, but this retreat was very special. 

First of all this retreat house is the biggest in the country. Last weekend there were 175 women on retreat. Our weekend also had college 

students in addition to the married couples. 

Pope Francis in Rejoice and Be Glad said :  

“Each person in his or her own way, is called to holiness. We should not grow discouraged before examples of holiness that appear to be 

unattainable. The important thing is that each person find his or her PATH, that they bring out the very best of themselves, the most  

PERSONAL gifts that God has placed in their HEARTS.  So 

The retreat team (see next page) was full of energy and challenged us find our unique gifts and gave many tips for our journey on our extra 

ordinary path of life. 

We had wonderful meals and enjoyed the friendship with retreatants from Connecticut, Massachusetts and New York. 

Fr David at our Sunday Mass 

A GREAT Married Couples Retreat 

by Bob & Carol Albano, Passionists Associates 



A GREAT Retreat Team at Holy Family Retreat House 

See there Biographies here 

https://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/meet-our-retreat-team/




Each retreatant place a colored tile to represent them in their Extra Ordinary Path of Life 

Fr David composed this hymn that we sang at our prayers in the chapel 



Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center 

 

 

Copper Beech Institute 

 

 

Monastery Gallery of Art 

 

Spiritual Life Center  

https://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/meet-our-retreat-team/
https://www.copperbeechinstitute.org/
https://www.monasterygallery.art/
https://spiritlifectr.org/

