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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Once again, I come greeting you all as a brother. I trust that this note will find you all 

enjoying good health, peace of mind and joy of heart.  

As we move closer to our General Chapter, I would like to continue my reflection on the theme of the Chapter - 

Renewing our Mission: Gratitude, Prophecy and Hope.  This time I want to reflect on the dimension of 

Prophecy. 

Prophecy, as applied to religious life, can be at times a bit ambiguous. Or, sometimes we can be stuck with certain 

pious image of a prophet like „a man of the desert, dressed in camel skin and wasted away by fasting‟.  

The term prophecy as applied to religious life goes back to the Fathers of the Church. For them the term de-

scribed the ideals of monastic life. The biblical figures they adopted for this were Elijah and John the Baptist. 

However, the Patristic usage of the term had little to do with the historical reality of biblical prophets. For much 

of the two millennia of Christianity, this usage was in vogue. It was only very recently that we have a better grasp 

of the term of prophecy vis-à-vis religious life. 

The Second Vatican Council employed this term quite extensively when it referred to the tria munera of Christ and 

in turn every Christian sharing in the same. However, no mention is made neither in Lumen Gentium in the chapter 

on Religious Life nor in Perfectae Caritatis about prophecy as applied to religious life. But we get a glimpse of the 

term when we come to 1980 in the document: Religious and Human Promotion. It says that the evangelizing mission 

of the Church, which cannot exclude the integral promotion of human beings and safeguarding their rights, re-

quires “recognizing the signs of the times and of interpreting them in the light of the gospel: Religious are called to give singular witness 

to this prophetic dimension”. 

Unquestionably, it is only rather recently that the prophetic dimension of religious life got a major thrust in the 

documents of the Church. Saint John Paul II‟s Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata of 1996 is replete with 

references to this dimension of religious life. When speaking of the prophetic character of consecrated life the 

document claims that the root of the prophetic dimension of religious life is the profession of evangelical coun-

sels. Through these vows the religious, by their life and actions, seek to answer the three major challenges ad-

dressed to the Church and the society at large. The vow of chastity challenges the prevailing hedonistic culture which 

separates sexuality from all objective moral norms (VC88), poverty addresses the present-day materialistic culture 

(VC89) and obedience seeks to clear the confusion around the notion of freedom (VC91). In other words, the docu-

ment is calling for the witnessing aspect of religious life. Still in another passage, the document speaks of the pro-

phetic charism of religious life which is based on an intimate personal relationship with God, because true prophecy 

is born of God (VC84). It is a sine qua non for recalling and serving the divine plan for humanity (VC73).  

It is in this vein that our Constitutions invite us when it says: We accept the urgent demands made on each of us 

by the personal call of the Father to follow Jesus Crucified, namely:  

 * A personal and continual vigilance to make the Gospel the supreme rule and criterion of our life; 

 * A steadfast will to live and work joyfully as a community of brothers…. 

 * A firm resolve to foster in ourselves the spirit of prayer…. 

To Be God’s Voice…. 
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UPDATES 

Feast days 

Birthdays 

 OTOBER 

SIBY 03 

DENNIS 03 

RAJAN 03 

BINU 07 

SONY  14 

Bl. Isidore 06 

St. Innocent 

Canoura 
09 

St. Paul of the 19 

*A keen attention to the needs of others, as we strive to lead them to the fulness of their Christian calling 

through the message of the Cross (Const. #4). 

So, as we continue to share in the Charism of the Passion given to our holy founder and try to live its prophetic 

character in our daily life, let us invoke the intercession of our Blessed Mother, St. Paul of the Cross and all the 

Passionist Saints and Blesseds. Let us carry on praying for the success of our General Chapter. Stay blessed!  

Fraternally, 

Paul Cherukoduth, C.P. 

Vice Provincial  

Passionist Pioneers of Myanmar Mission and PASPAC President with Rt. Rev. Dr. John 

Hsane Hgyi the Bishop of  Pathein and other religious and priests in the Diocese. 

Congratulations dear Antony Thomas and Antony John for completing BTH  
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Preparatory Committee for As-

sembly may 2019 met last month 

Visits to Deacons Jerald and Muthappan by the Vice Provincial and the First 

Consultor in Munnar and Kurichy, Kerala. 

Fund saved for flood relief from feast day 

collections in Palliport was presented to 

the Bishop of Kottapuram 

Medical Camp conducted at Passionist Parish in Palliport as part of  

ongoing Jubilee celebrations 
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Feast celebrations at Passionist Our Lady of  Velankanni Church, Palliport, 

Kerala 

Feast day celebrations in Randham Koratur, Tamil Nadu. 

St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 

FEAST DAY CELEBRATIONS 


