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As you would all know from previous JPIC 
newsletters, one of my activities as chair of 
our JPIC committee has been to join ACRATH 
(Australian Catholic Religious Against 
Trafficking in Humans). Last year I was invited
to become a member of the National 
Committee. ACRATH has done stirling work 
supporting local victims of trafficking in 
cooperation with organisations like the Red 
Cross and awareness raising through to an 
annual visit to Canberra to lobby senators over
this issue.

A measure of ACRATH’s success has been the 
recent Government announcement of an Anti-
Slavery Act. While we are not entirely happy 
with the Act as it appears, it is a start and we 
were delighted to welcome it.

ACRATH is able to do all it does thanks to a 
12-month grant from the Government to the 
tune of $125,000. This grant must be applied 
for each year along with other competing 

Funding Discontinued!

Plastic Product Audit
Campaigning by environmental groups has 
hightened awareness about plastic pollution,
which is turning up everywhere from the 
deepest ocean trenges to the arctic ice 
sheets. Coles and Woolworth’s anounced an 
end to the plastic bag, as a result, though 
Coles has back flipped so many times it will 
soon need a chiropracter.

But there is a lie at the heart of this problem
– that individual litterbugs are to blame. 
This is a story that needs to change so that 
those really responsible are brought to the 
spotlight and pressure for change applied.

To this end, “The Story of Stuff” and its 
partners have come up with a plan. Every 
year, thousands of people get together to 
clean up the waste that washes onto 
beaches around the world – but more plastic
always appears. To break the cycle of plastic
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NGOs. A few weeks ago, sadly, the 
Turnbull Government announced that 
ACRATH would not be funded in this 
financial year. We of course can apply 
again next year, but this does not help 
us in the present given the budget we 
work with.

ACRATH has been aware, of course, of 
the possibility that the grant would go to 
others and so plans have been in place 
to find alternative ways to fund our 
work. To that end we have launched a 
national funding appeal as we are now 
completely reliant on the generosity of 
the community, particularly the Catholic 
community, to continue working to 
combat modern day slavery and forced 
marriage. If any of you would be 
generous enough and would like to make
a donation to the work of ACRATH, 
details can be found at: 
https://acrath.org.au/donate/. 

J.R.Sanchez, CP.

polution, this year the plan is to do a 
brand audit. That is, to do a global 
cleanup from September 10-15, but 
volunteers will not only pick up litter at 
beaches, parks, and other public spaces. 
In addition they will be tallying what 
brands and products show up most often. 
This data will help The Story of Stuff 
Project and partner groups identify the 
companies whose products most often 
end up in the environment, so we can 
work together to hold them accountable 
for their waste.

Obviously, the more people involved in the
clean up and the conversation, the easier 
it will be to reach a critical mass for 
change. If you can help, go to The Story 
of Stuff Project website for details.

Ray Sanchez, CP.

https://acrath.org.au/donate/


 As we move into August, here is where we
are at as a JPIC committee:

At the beginning of June, the Passionist 
Institute was held at Templestowe, and it 
was a great opportunity for Peter Gardiner 
CP to meet with members of the leadership
team of the Passionist Family Groups who 
were attending the intstitute. Gwen 
Winterschiedt and Jeanelle Bergin have 
been keen for some time to get a group 
together and participate in one of our 
immersion experiences to Vietnam or 
Cambodia. Due to some difficulties Peter 
has had in being able to tavel, plans have 
been put on hold. But Peter has come up 
with a simple solution, which is that, while 
he might not personally be able to lead the
group, he can organise the trip from here 
with the building project group he has 
worked with in Cambodia, so that those 
who are interested can still go and have 
the opportunity to volunteer and make a 
difference in the lives of people in this part

JPIC Happenings

The model that Western governments have pushed for some 
time has been that a bigger economy is always better. But this 
idea is increasingly strained by the knowledge that, on a finite 
planet, economies can’t grow forever. It is utterly implausible, in 
fact, to think that planetary ecosystems could withstand the 
impacts of a global economy that was 15, 30 or 60 times larger 
than it is today. Even a global economy twice or four times as 
big should be of profound ecological concern.

It has been estimated that we would need one and a half Earths 
to sustain the existing economy into the future. Every year this 
ecological overshoot continues, the foundations of our existence,
and that of other species, are undermined. Like a snake eating 
its own tail, our growth-orientated civilisation suffers from the 
delusion that there are no environmental limits to growth.

This realisation has given rise to calls for economic ‘de-growth.’ 
In other words, a phase of planned and equitable economic 
contraction in the richest nations, eventually reaching a steady 
state that operates within Earth’s biophysical limits. We simply 
cannot make a growing supply of food, clothes, houses, cars, 
appliances, etc. with 15, 30 or 60 times less energy and 
resources than we do today. We need to embrace renewable 
energy, but renewable energy cannot sustain an energy 
intensive global society of high-end consumers. 

De-growth
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of the world. Plans are well and truly 
under way, so thanks to Peter for his 
efforts.

Most of my work of late, appart from the 
newsletter and blog articles, has been 
organising a Mass to be held at St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral, here in Brisbane, on 
the Friday evening of the 8th of February, 
2019. The 8th of February marks the feast 
of St. Josephine Bakhita, who is the 
patron of people suffering modern day 
slavery. The mass has the purpose of 
raising awareness in the Catholic 
community, praying for the victims of 
human trafficking, and providing an 
opportunity for networking. The Cathedral
has been booked, as has the Archbishop 
to celebrate the mass. I have also 
involved the Suddanese chaplain and his 
community and choir, as St. Bakhita is 
also the patron saint of Suddan. I have 
met with the Archdiocesan commission for
Justice and Peace to collaborate with them
in this project and use their resources to 
advertise the event. So do pray for us.      

        J.R.Sanchez, CP      

In order to move towards a just and sustainable 
global economy, developed nations must reduce their
resource demands to a ‘fair share’ ecological 
footprint. This might imply an 80% reduction or 
more, if the global population is to achieve a similar 
material living standard. But such significant 
quantitative reductions cannot be achieved if we 
persist with the dominant economics of GDP growth. 
It follows that the developed nations need to inititate
policies for a post-growth economy at once, followed 
in due course by developing nations. This is 
humanity’s defining challenge in coming years and 
decades. (For the full story, see “Why the Swing to 
the Right?” at our blog site: jpiccp.wordpress.com)

J.R.Sanchez CP

.



Consuming our Earth
In the first seven months of this year, the 
human community has consumed as much 
of the Earth’s resources as the Earth will be 
able to replenish in the next full year – 
resources such as water, food and clean air.
For the next 5 months, we will be 
consuming from reserves built up by the 
Earth over mellennia.

At the current rate of consumption, the 
human community will consume in 2018 the
equivalent of the annual production of 1.7 
Earths. We have been overfishing, overusing
water supplies, overharvesting forests and 
emitting more carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere than our ecosystems can 
absorb. The current consumption figure of 
1.7 Earths is based on global average 
consumption. It is kept down by the 
hundreds of millions who lack adequate 
food, shelter and other necessities of life. 

The Earth may be just decades away from a climatic 
tipping point that triggers runaway global warming and 
threatens the future of humanity according to an article 
written by international scientists in The Journal 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. The 
threshold will be reached when average global 
temperatures are only about two degrees higher than they
were in pre-industrial times, new research suggests. They 
are already one degree higher, and rising. The feedback 
mechanisms that would act ‘like a row of dominoes’ will 
then spin the world into a ‘Hothouse Earth’ state of 
uncontrollable climate change.

Long term, the study shows that the climate would 
stabilise at a global average of four to five degrees above 
pre-industrial levels. If that happens, swathes of the 
planet around the equator will become uninhabitable, with
sea levels up to 60 meters higher than they are today, 
threatening coastal cities. 

The international group of scientists write that a Hothouse 
Earth would also pose, “severe risks for health, economies,
political stability, and ultimately, the habitability of the 
planet for humans.”

The tipping point dangers the scietists identified included
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To put things in perspective, if the whole 
human community lived an average U.S. 
lifestyle, the consumption would require the 
equivalent of the production of all the year’s
renewables from 5 Earths. Or it would take 
five years to replenish what we consumed in
one year.

Clearly this is unsustainable. How long can 
Earth’s reserves hold out under this 
escalating onslaught of overconsumption? 
The city of Cape town, South Africa, neared 
running out of water earlier this year. 
Tensions over access to water are credited 
for the war that broke out a few years ago 
in South Sudan. Here we are seeing one of 
the worst droughts on record for our 
farmers out west. 

Can we still reverse this? The website 
Overshootday.org lays out a menu of 
responses. But time is running out.

J.R.Sanchez CP

Bleak Future Indeed!

thawing permafrost, the release of methane 
trapped on the ocean floor, weakening land and 
ocean carbon sinks, increased carbon dioxide 
production by ocean bacteria, reduced norhtern 
hemisphere snow cover, loss of Arctic summer sea 
ice, reduced Antarctic sea ice and melting polar ice
sheets.

“Our analysis suggests that the Earth system may 
be approaching a planetary threshold that could 
lock in a continuing rapid pathway toward much 
hotter conditions – a Hothouse Earth,” the 
scientists wrote. “This pathway would be propelled
by strong intrinsic, bio-geophysical feedbacks that 
would be difficult to influence by human actions, a 
pathway that could not be reversed, steered or 
substantially slowed.”

Can we avoid this fate? That would require deep 
cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, as well as 
concerted efforts to remove carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere, both by preserving natural carbon
sinks and using technology, according to the 
researchers.

J.R.Sanchez CP  



Since his election to the papacy five years 
ago, Francis has introduced a less formal, 
more pragmatic and progressive approach 
to his ministry, taking strong stands on 
issues such as climate change and 
consumerism. His approach has often 
drawn criticism from Catholic 
conservatives, and the new teaching on 
the death penalty is bound to as well.

Pope Francis’ condemnation of capital 
punishment is simple and unambiguous: it 
is inadmissible. No exceptions for 
especailly heinous crimes; no loopholes 
allowing execution when other lives might 
be in jeopardy, as in past Catholic 
teachings. State-sanctioned killingis always
an unjustifiable attack on the dignity of 
human life, it is always wrong.

The Church’s new position on the death 
penalty carries no formal punishment for 
defying it, but in eliminating any ambiguity 
it does compel Catholic officials at least to 
find concrete reasons to not abide by it. 

Earlier this week, the International 
Organization of Migration, in partnership with
the Kenyan government, released a 
report detailing the scale of the commercial 
sexual exploitation of children in Kenya. It 
found a staggering 10,000 to 15,000 girls in 
coastal regions are being sexually exploited..

The report identifies areas such as Diani, 
Kilifi, Malindi and Mombasa as locations 
where children are particularly vulnerable to 
sexual exploitation, fueled by tourism in high
season and locals during the rest of the 
year. An astonishing proportion of up to 30%
of all 12 to 18-year-old girls in the area are 
sexually exploited, but it’s not just girls at 
risk:

“Beach boys, bar staff, waiters and others 
are often compelled to deliver sexual 
services. The sexual exploitation of children 
therefore thrives because of the complicity of
a broad section of the local community,” the 
report states.

Freedom United welcomed the report’s 
recommendations that directly address the 
importance of the tourism sector and 
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Indeed, it should strengthen the Church’s 
stand against abortion and euthanasia in 
upholding the sanctity of life.

Captial punishment has long been 
abandoned across Europe, has been 
indefinitely suspended in Russia, and 
even in the United States has been 
declining for years. Although 31 US states 
still allow the death penalty, only 10 have 
carried out executions since 2014.

For those who have long opposed capital 
punishment as cruel and pointless, the 
only lingering question is why the Catholic 
Church, or any religious denomination that
still condones executions, would take so 
long to recognise that they are simply 
inadmissible.

J.R.Sanchez CP

relevant ministries in protecting vulnerable 
children from exploitation by introducing 
tighter monitoring and regulations, but we 
need to see the report’s recommendations in
action.

Sign to encourage the Kenyan 
government take the next step.
 
Freedom United launched their campaign on
the commercial sexual exploitation of 
children in Kenya in 2015 and since 
then over 133,000 Freedom United 
supporters have joined the call for the 
Kenyan authorities to take a zero-tolerance 
stance against the commercial exploitation 
of children.

From: Freedom United
freedomunited.org 

J.R.Sanchez, CP .

Death to Death Penalty

http://campaigns.freedomunited.org/q/LxHHV23DBZnk0XdEFs450NSqOVh8ybJLaZcbZcOJc2FuY2hlejM0NkBvemVtYWlsLmNvbS5hdcOIF7Gr-vVsdJ1Ra4EaUdAqyBawow
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