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As you read this issue of the Piano, our Congregation will be just two months away from the celebra-

tion of its 47
th
 General Chapter. Collectively as well as individually it is an important time for all of us 

as Passionists. Taking the cue from Fr. Joachim’s Circular 

Letter of October 19, 2017, the Preparatory Committee 

for the Chapter has rightly chosen the theme: “Renewing 

Our Mission: Gratitude, Prophecy and Hope”, because I 

believe that Mission is the very raison d’être for the Con-

gregation. It means to be gripped by something larger 

than ourselves. It means coming together in communities 

in pursuit of a common mission. We come together not 

to do what each of us likes or finds easy, but to serve the 

common mission – to keep alive the grateful memory of 

Christ’s Passion, to bring hope to the helpless and the hapless and to reach out in compassion to the 

‘crucifieds’ of today. 

Several years ago, I happened to be visiting a Passionist community where there was a funeral of a 

very elderly Passionist priest who had died just a couple of days before my arrival. He had been a 

member of that community for more than thirty years. The church where the funeral Mass was cele-

brated was jam-packed. All through the Mass I could hear people sobbing and others trying hard to 

contain their sorrow at the passing away of this simple Passionist priest. After the final commenda-

tion, when the coffin was being carried to the community 

cemetery for the burial, people were literally crying aloud 

and I could hear a few of them saying with their voice 

cracking: “Father, don’t leave us”.  This Passionist priest, 

to my knowledge, did not have any great accomplish-

ments to his credit nor was he a great preacher. But he 

found time to be with those who needed to be held and 

listened to in their struggles. He was gripped by some-

thing larger than himself – compassion for those who suf-

fered, like Jesus who had “compassion for  the crowd, 

because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matt 9:36).     

Although “Mission” had originally a spiritual meaning, it has now become common practice for ser-

vice, education and business institutions to have their so-called “Mission” Statements. Experts believe 

that clear and well-articulated mission statements will help members of those institutions to be more 

focused and committed in their tasks. 

 

“Gripped by Something larger than Ourselves” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Greetings! 

It is my sincere hope and wish that all of you are keeping well and enthusias-

tically engaged in our Mission as Passionists! 
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UPDATES 

In the Accounts of 1747 and 1768 (“Notizie” in Italian) written to make the Congregation better 

known among his friends and relations, Paul of the Cross explained that God founded this new Con-

gregation in the Church in order to help the world recover the “grateful memory” of the Passion of 

Jesus Christ, because, according to him, the forgetfulness of it was the cause of many evils afflicting 

the people of his time. Therefore, our Constitutions insist: “Recognizing in St. Paul of the Cross the 

action of the Holy Spirit, the Church with her supreme authority approved our Congregation and its 

Rule, and entrusted us with a Mission: to preach the Gospel of the Passion by our life and aposto-

late. This mission still retains all its force and authenticity” (Const #2 Italics mine). If this Mission is 

forgotten or unclear, our Congregation will lack the drive and enthusiasm for life and apostolate 

and will have lost its raison d’être.   

Since the Congress of May 2017, I have finished making the canoni-

cal visitations of all our communities in the Vice Province as well as 

visiting individual religious ministering in various dioceses in India. 

In all those visits, it was my joy to note that in all our communities 

and wherever the religious are engaged in ministries, all are trying 

to uphold our mission as Passionists. Our religious are happily en-

gaged in the various ministries because they believe that our mission 

as Passionists still retains its relevance and meaning for our times. 

We all realize that Passionist life is not about keeping busy doing 

just any work, but about a clearly understood mission. If that mis-

sion is not realized, then the other works are of questionable value. 

So, it is very crucial for us that we make the necessary efforts at re-

newing our Mission regularly, especially when we come together in 

communities to plan out our ministries. 

As I wish you all every joy and peace that comes from our commitment to the mission entrusted to 

us, I assure you of my prayers as I would request yours. God bless you! 

Fraternally, 

Paul Cherukoduth, C.P. 

Vice Provincial 

Assumption & 

Independence 

Day 

15 

Bl. Dominic 

Barberi C P 

26 

Feast days 

TITUS 02 

JERSON 03 

EINSTEIN 06 

THOMAS 11 

SAJI 22 

ANTONY THOMAS 28 

Birthdays  AUGUST 
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Vice Province Patron, St. Thomas the Apostle’s feast celebrations on 

the 3rd of July at Jeevadhama, Passionist Theologate, Bangalore. 

Fr. Tom Uzhunnalil SDB who was an ISIS hostage is felicitated at our Pas-

sionist parish, Palliport as part of the Jubilee year celebrations 

Opening of New Academic year 2018-19 at Ashram JXP, 

St. Gabriel Passionist Minor Seminary, Kerala. 
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Medical camp in Randham, Tamil Nadu 

I am doing my Diaconate Ministry in a Pilgrim Church called Mount Carmel 

Church, Munnar under the Diocese of Vijayapuram. This Parish consists of seven 

hundred families with seven sub-stations. At present I am also looking after a Par-

ish without a Parish Priest which has got one hundred and nine families with three 

sub-stations. It has been days of learning and moulding for me. I have been get-

ting lot of opportunities that a Deacon needs to be learned before becoming a 

Priest. I got the opportunity to administer the sacrament of baptism, conducting 

funeral services, house blessings, etc. The Passionist way of life demands, that we 

should be keeping alive the memory of the Passion. This “Memoria Passionis” as 

far as I am concerned should not only be merely in our hearts but it should also be 

in our deeds. Most of the parishners here are crucified ones of today, in the sense 

that, they are deprived of the privileges just because they are catholic.  

I have been visiting most of the houses of our parishners and one 

thing that they have been complaining is deprival of the privileg-

es. While the people and students of other religions get lot of ben-

efits, the catholic people and students are deprived. This is where 

as a Passionist, I feel solidarity with them and to be a consolation 

for them through God’s words. I am also given chance to join the 

family unit prayer twice in a week and to share with them God’s 

message. The Parish Priest and Assistant Parish Priest have been  

so supportive for me, giving me timely correction and encouragement in my ministry. “May the Passion of 

Jesus Christ be always in our hearts.” Thank you. 

A CALL TO SERVE 

Dn. Muthappan Silvadasan C.P. 



St. Thomas the Apostle, Vice Province, (THOM) 

Congregation of the Passion, 

Passionist Jyotir Bhavan, 

Carmelaram, P.O. Bangalore - 560035. 

Karnataka, India. Mob: +91-8129195929 

Email ID: thomviceprovince@gmail.com, 

clpaulcp1@gmail.com 

Verba volant, scripta manent! 
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Canonical Visitation by  Very Rev. Fr. Paul C P., Provincial at Jeevadhama 

Bro. Jerson C P is attending a  course for six months on Social Work 

in Canada. The Prime Minister of  Canada visited their university 

Frs. Paschal C P & Benson C P are given a farewell dinner by 

the Bishop of  Kingston. They will return to India next month. 


