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Thomas Fossi (87 )

San Angelo

November 8, 1757

Leaving soon on an

affair for the service of God.

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
Last night, totally soaked with rain, I arrived here in this Retreat. This morning I read your two letters, the 
one of October 6 and the other from September 1. Because of the rain, these letters arrived here just this 
morning. I have a lot to do, so I am briefly responding to both your letters. You have the clearest signs of 
being predestined for paradise. Since your soul is very dear to God, His Divine Majesty put it to the test, 
as he has done with his true servants, by sufferings of many kinds within and without, as you point out in 
your letter. Oh, what precious signs are these! You need to humble yourself more and more before God 
and adore his Holy Will in every happening. The Love of God is strong as death. The loving soul keeps 
its heart always turned toward heaven and looks upon sufferings with the eye of faith as coming not from 
creatures, but from the loving hand of the Lord, and lets them disappear in the immense sea of divine love, 
which sweetens every bitterness. “So Father, since it was pleasing in your sight.” That is what the gentle 
Jesus said.
Let us come to your second letter. With regard to the marriages, I ought not get into that because it is forbid-
den by the Rules. Take advice from wise, pious, prudent, and well-informed sources on the suitors asking to 
marry your daughters, and make your decision in the Lord as best you can. Do not have any doubts about 
having sufficient light.
Let us come to another point concerning sending your son to Roccasecca and having Father Thomas accom-
pany him. Read carefully the just and prudent reasons that I set out in conscience.
In the presence of God, I tell you it is not good to send your son to Roccasecca, for it is twenty miles across 
horrible roads and that seminary is not so outstanding that your son would make good progress in his stud-
ies, seeing it is only a seminary in a small diocese. Father Thomas made his studies in our Congregation, 
not there.
Neither could I in conscience violate our holy Rule and permit such a trip for Father Thomas, about which 
for holy ends I pass over in order to be brief. The expense would be greater there than in a city nearer. In 
addition, in my opinion, the air at Roccasecca is very thin and humid because of the many rivers nearby, 
and in my judgment that would be unhealthy. So it seems to me such a decision will not stand examination. 
I even think it a temptation. See if you can persuade your uncle to revise his thinking toward another sem-
inary or college where he can be well provided for in both piety and learning.
I do not know when I will be able to be at the Presentation because of this rainy weather. If I am able to 
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come, I will stay only a few days due to heavy and important tasks and duties, which scarcely allow me to 
breathe.
Furthermore, the General Chapter is coming soon; so I beg you not to undertake a dangerous voyage on the 
sea in this weather. Once the Chapter is over, I hope to have a respite since I will be out of office. Then we 
will meet one another.
The benefits and great charity that you keep up for our poor Congregation ascend to God as a precious 
incense, and I hope that time will have you experience the plenteous blessing which will rain over your 
house. Greet your uncle for me in the Lord, as well as your wife, Victoria, your sons and daughters, whom 
I enclose in the holy Side of Jesus, where I affirm in haste that I am,

Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


