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John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (13)

San Angelo

August 25, 1757

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Master,
You did well to hold off the two postulants until next year, the nephew of the curate and the other one you 
said was there, since we need to receive the young man from Canino, whom Signore Aloysius Micinelli,433 

our benefactor, has recommend to me. This year, unless I am mistaken, I believe there will be a full novi-
tiate. I promised to accept the man from Canino when I was there on my mission. He has studied rhetoric, 
is of a refined and good character, of honorable and respectable parentage, and about seventeen or eighteen 
years old. Those coming from Piedmont are by my counting eleven. As for the candidate from Roccasecca, 
who asks to first be ordained a priest, if he perseveres in his vocation, he can be received. As for faculties 
to accept the novices to profession, as long as the prescriptions of the Rules have been observed, I give you 
permission. I concede fullest authority that you can receive the professions and have the novices make their 
professions when the time of their novitiate is complete. Enter their names in the proper book in the usual 
way. You need not think more about this or have further recourse.
With regard to Confrater Aloysius,434 I hope your procedure with him is according to God, but the devil 
plays the ape and under a great pretense of good works. In the very conflict there can be a hidden pride. So 
it is well to let him know that if a single venial sin merits the pain of loss and pain of sense in purgatory 
with horrible suffering, is it a great thing that the infinite goodness of God exchanges for such pain the small 
drops of his trials? So let him humble himself and resign himself and abandon himself to God with great 
confidence in him and always remain in his nothingness.
These locutions that you report are very dangerous, nor can I approve them. I say this from the experience 
that God has given me. What necessity is there for God to let a novice know that he desires more fervor 
from the novices in their Communions, etc? Does not the master know this himself with the light God gives 
him for his office. Besides, does he not know that God is greatly offended, especially by sacrileges? Does it 
not seem that such a locution is not necessary?
God gives revelations only “for the sake of his great glory” and for the needs of Holy Church. What one 
can gather from holy books and from experience is that God more often gives the light he infuses to those 
to whom he has given a task. It is not necessary to have locutions in the dark. Consider his other revelation: 
“Humility, humility, etc.,” and what follows: “Internal humility, clinging, etc.” Oh! this is frivolous, and, 
much more, suspect. If I were to say false, I would not lie, for I am not deceived.
When God speaks to souls, either with understanding or an impression in the angelic mode, without ar-
ticulating words which are purely intellectual, these are not subject to deception, and God does it always 
with great majesty, and the effects produced are beyond explanation. When there are articulate locutions 
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inwardly, within, they are from God or from an angel, as is true most often, who speaks in the Name of the 
Sovereign Patron. They come with a majesty and with pleasing words, magnificent, and they accomplish 
what they signify and always leave behind a marvelous impression of heavenly intelligence, elevation in 
God within, etc.
Therefore, out of one hundred or one thousand articulate locutions, scarcely one or two are genuine, and it 
is difficult for masters of the spirit to know and discern the true from the false, what comes from the human 
spirit, what comes from the enemy, who knows how to imitate effects which in appearance are such that 
they could come from God. So the best procedure for him who experiences these things is to cast them off 
always, to humble oneself before God, to protest that he takes his stand on holy faith and the Holy Books 
and the instructions of his spiritual father, who speaks in the Name of the Lord. Acting in this way he gives 
glory to the Lord by distrusting self, humbling self, and holding self unworthy of such graces. So he frees 
himself from all deception. For if they are from God, the good and holy effects will be infallible, and the 
soul will receive the effects for having rejected the locutions. The exercise of obedience will free him from 
all deception. etc.
So take heart and believe that your conduct is in accord with God. Always, the most fundamental virtue that 
you mention is humility of heart: N.N.N.435

For a week I have had painful joints. I have celebrated three times, counting this morning, and I have been 
able to write. I am a bit better and will leave on Saturday for Bagnorea, the third of September, so do not 
write any more. I will write you when I return. But if something important comes up, but I do not expect 
that, write the secretary, who is remaining here. I have given him authority, etc. I embrace you from the 
heart in Jesus Christ.
Continue to pray for our sick benefactress, especially for me and for the Congregation, and for fruits in the 
missions.

Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the †

___________________________________________________________________
433. There was a Micinelli vested December 4, 1757, with the name Aloysius of the Infant Jesus, who was “let go because of his 
illness” during the novitiate (Novitiate Registry, f. 9).

434. Father Aloysius Massimi of Saint Paul lived devoutly while dying of tuberculosis on January 31, 1765 (B. Silvestrelli, 
Cenni, p. 173-177).

435. “N.N.N.” means to have nothing, to do nothing, to know nothing.


