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A Newly Ordained Passionist432

San Angelo

August 23, 1757

Dear Reverend Father in Christ,
Always, when I receive a letter from our religious, I am accustomed to answer immediately. Your not hav-
ing my answers is a clear sign that I did not see your letters.
I am answering your letter with another’s hand since I find myself these days on my straw mattress with 
gross swelling in my knees and feet.
I congratulate you, first of all, on the sublime priestly level to which His Divine Majesty has raised you. 
Since he wills to unite you and transform you with his love, therefore, he also permits these terrible battles 
and assaults. Dear one, be certain that one does not come to perfect acquisition of consummate virtue except 
by means of the contrary temptations. Does God wish to give you great patience? Then he permits tempta-
tions to impatience, resentment, opposition, contradictions. Does he will a great vividness of faith? Then he 
permits temptation against it. You can go further. Is he allowing you impure temptation, accompanied with 
the pain of aridity, especially at the time of holy prayer? What is this but a sign that he wishes to give you 
great purity of heart and an excellent disposition to come to know God and be united more intimately with 
him in prayer and sacrifice? “Blessed are the clean of heart…”
Take courage then, and do not lose confidence in the midst of these storms, “which have a great reward.” 
You will conquer such temptations better by humbling yourself before God and despising yourself than by 
trying to fight the enemy face-to-face. Abandon yourself gently to the loving Will of the Lord: “Yes, Father 
… I rejoice to be on the cross of suffering, for so it is pleasing to you. If it please you, O my Lord, free me; 
if not, I adore your Holy Will and give myself in life, in death, and in eternity to that Will.” Recommend me 
much to the Lord, in whose holy Wounds I leave you, and I am,

Your always affectionate,
Paul of the †

___________________________________________________________________
432.Between March 5 and April 9, 1765, six young Passionists were ordained; we are unable to determine to whom this letter 
refers.


