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Colomba Gertrude Gandolfi (39)

San Angelo

August 13, 1757

J.C.P. Jesus

I am answering your letter, dated the ninth of this month and received last evening. I thank the Divine 
Goodness that is pouring his infinite mercies into your soul, not by rivers, but by seas. To him alone be 
honor and glory. You would be much mistaken to worry that you are being deceived, as I told you in our 
conferences. The battles raised by the devils make the triumphant grace that God has given to your soul 
shine forth all the more. You should not be pained that he who has the spiritual care of your soul does not 
understand. Leave the care of everything to the Lord and do not blame yourself nor trouble your soul if he 
does not understand. I say this again for your greater peace. Accuse yourself of your defects as you know 
them and with brevity of words. If you reflect, you will remember that I said this to you, and that this is the 
way you should act, allowing everything to disappear in the fire of holy love.
Continue your prayer in the way the Holy Spirit leads you. Your prayer should be continual. You under-
stand me. The place of prayer, said a great servant of God who wrote wonderfully about mysticism, is in 
the Spirit of God. In God you should sing your psalms; in God you should perform everything. This is a 
secret language and is not understood by one who does not walk in this royal way. In substance, in regard to 
your interior conduct, you should remain lost in God and allow this drop of your poor soul to get lost in that 
immense sea of love. There take your repose and receive from God what he communicates without losing 
sight of your nothingness. In this divine interior solitude everything is learned.
One of the great graces that God is giving you is that frequent impression on your soul of his holy sufferings 
in naked faith. Be obedient to this Sovereign Divine Master and profit from his holy teachings.
In this holy interior school more is learned by silence than by speaking. Saint Mary Magdalene fell with 
love at the feet of Jesus; there she was silent, there she listened, loved, and melted away in love. Take this 
prayer and interior recollection with you to the turn429 of your office, and everywhere go out of yourself and 
lose yourself in God; escape time and lose yourself in eternity. In God there is no time, but all is eternal.
God will teach you everything if you are humble, hidden to all creatures, sunken in your nothingness, etc. 
I am rushed and I thank you in Jesus Christ for the prayers you offer for me, who am so needy. Know that 
bitter waters penetrate my soul, and a great storm submerges me. May the Will of God be always fulfilled; 
I attach myself to that alone, and my only desire is that it be my food. Continue your charity toward me, 
and you will have merit before God. I will leave on September 3 for the missions, and I do not know when 
I will be back here. Pray for the conversion of souls. Jesus bless you. Amen.

Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross
___________________________________________________________________

429. The “turn,” from the Italian ruota, is the circular door located in a wall of a contemplative convent through which objects 
can be passed in and out of the cloister without a direct meeting between two persons. There is no visual contact in using this 
arrangement.


