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Thomas Fossi (86)

San Angelo

August 13, 1757

P.D.N.J.C.

Dear Friend,
I have written another letter directed to you, included with one to the Father Rector of the Presentation. 
Since I received another one of yours yesterday, so I am replying with this note, which you will receive 
with the other letter.
I tell you then that great are the tests that God gives his servants, and I see that you are being treated by the 
Lord in a grand fashion. Your various trials and pains that you endure in spirit and in body from men and 
from the devil are manifest signs that the blessed God wishes to make you a saint but with the secret sanctity 
of the Cross, which, since it is more precious, demands that you pass through many trials and many deaths. 
Your path at present consists in a dying life, but how pleasing to the Lord. In the midst of your suffering 
you are to say: “I will not die, but I will live and tell of the works of the Lord.” Let all your pains die in the 
Divine Good Pleasure and embrace the Holy Will of God in naked suffering “to suffer and not to die” and 
then “to suffer and to die.” These are words of two great saints. Try to be peaceful, not fixed; serene, not 
scrupulous; for you are obliged to keep up your strength. I have little time since I am about to leave for the 
missions of Bagnorea, and I will not be here until the middle of next June. I have missions all of November 
and part of December. If your uncle wants to send your son to college, that will be a good idea, but it seems 
to me too little. It were better if it were more ambitious. Enough. Do what you think best. I have no more 
time, and I embrace you in the holy Heart of Jesus, where I see all your pious house. Jesus bless you. Amen.
I am always more and more grateful in Jesus Christ for the precious tuna that lasted for the poor old men. 
May the Lord reward you.

Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the †


