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John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (12)

San Angelo

July 25, 1757

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Master,
There is no reason to question the sentiments, lights, and the rest that you have laid out for me with such 
clarity and exactness in your welcome letter, which I received in today’s mail, as to whether they are graces, 
lights, and infused gifts in the deepest intimacy of your soul, coming from that Infinite Good, who is the 
source of lights and graces. It would be a serious mistake to worry about any deceit, since all the signs taken 
together are so strongly in favor and, above all, because they are in pure faith, etc., and are producing the 
effects listed by the saints and masters of spirit to know whether it is good grain or weeds, etc. Consequent-
ly, I cannot, and ought not, say anything different to you, except that you must continue this conduct with 
confidence and accept the divine impressions with profound obedience to the attractions of the Holy Spirit.
It is certain that when the Sovereign Lord and Giver of every good works these divine effects in the soul, it 
is a sign that he wants to enrich it always with his graces. So be acceptant with great fidelity. Such fidelity 
consists especially in not robbing God of anything, but returning all the graces, gifts, lights, etc., to the 
source from which they came, remaining in nakedness of spirit in one’s own nothing in a passive way, not 
admiring and becoming enamored of the gifts, but losing everything more and more in the Highest Giver. 
If you look at the gifts, it is only in order to be grateful to the One who has given them, turning to admire 
them again only to humble yourself the more and annihilate yourself, considering the gifts as spoiled by the 
dross of our own vices. Since His Divine Majesty has ordained such most beautiful jewels be besmirched 
by being in the filthiest vase, so with profound annihilation and with a sorrowful love and a loving sorrow, 
the soul ought to present these treasures and jewels with one’s own baseness so that he may cleanse them 
in the fire of his divine love. In the meanwhile, remain in a complete annihilation and perfect nakedness.
All that I am saying takes place in an instant, and this is the short way to be always reclothed with new and 
admirable gifts and graces in order to love the Beloved Good the more. So I will give you a short way, and 
that is to look once more with the eye of faith at your own nothingness and, frightened by that sight, to flee 
instantly to the interior desert in the depth of the Divinity, and, there, let this horrible nothing be lost by 
receiving the divine impressions passively and with a total abandonment in God. Let His Divine Majesty 
do his work in the deepest recesses of your soul where there takes place the Divine Birth.
Here, there are spoken great paradoxes, but let us be silent. For he who is the more ignorant in this divine 
wisdom is the wiser. Here, one understands without understanding. I say that since it is not to be explained, 
etc. O holy ignorance that causes one to lose sight of all the wisdom and prudence of this world in order to 
learn in the school of the Holy Spirit the science and wisdom of the saints! Experience will teach you that 
these empty fears of sin, etc., are only follies that must be consumed and made to disappear in the fire of 
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love, a great grace that will keep the heart contrite and humbled.
I rejoice much in the Lord that the novitiate continues in fervor. Blessed be God! In my other letter I told 
you that there is discussion of two foundations, etc., so a number of novices could be received. I have in 
mind only one, and although he will enter the Congregation at the same age at which Father Mark Aurelius 
came, he is stronger than he was, is accustomed to penance, wears a woolen undershirt, never eats meat, 
has great and high prayer, and, above all, practices great virtues. There is not a deeper theologian in the 
region, perhaps even over greater distances. He would be very good at teaching theology because he has the 
Summa of Saint Thomas branded in his head. I listened with my mouth open when he talked of mysticism. 
He already is involved for he is a priest and presently confessor at a well-reformed convent. For two or 
three years he should have come, but the tears of the nuns have held him back. He recognizes the mistake 
since Divine Providence has so arranged things that he will come when the weather cools; and so we will 
be satisfied.426

I have no further candidates at this time. I am enclosing this letter so that you can respond to him if it seems 
good to you to accept this young man from his country. He was born in 1739. Enough! Find out if he is 
healthy, etc., and if there is anyone else there. I would think we could accept him. I leave the care of that to 
you. I am writing him as well, and I am telling him to write to you. The rector of Ceccano sent me this letter 
with the address needed to answer it.
I am including the reply for Father Louis,427 and I ask you to read it to him in a conference. I hope that he, 
too, will show some good will.
I find myself in the lower lake, in darkness and in the shadow of death. Have mercy on me, have mercy on 
me at least you, servants of God, so that God will give me mercy and save this poor soul of mine. I embrace 
you in Christ and greet all the novitiate in the Lord, and I am always,
I am writing to the rector of Brandeglio428 that, if the young man is good, etc., I am willing to accept him 
when the weather cools, but that I am turning the matter over to you. You should write him, and, if there is 
another candidate from there with good talents and morals, I would accept him gladly. I put everything in 
your hands, for who knows whether in September I may not have something new to supervise.

___________________________________________________________________

426. This is Father Candido Costa.

427. Father Louis Borell of the Heart of Jesus was born in 1725 and died on January 7, 1789.

428. This priest was one of the Piedmontese friends of Paul who sent worthy youths to the Congregation.


