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John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (11)422

San Angelo

July 23, 1757

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Master,
Blessed be God, who with such great mercy assists you and all the novitiate with so many graces. Take care 
that those of you who have had tertian fever do not have a relapse. Have them take preservatives, the bitter 
decoction, rhubarb, and a good convalescence to make sure, for if they have a recurrence now, it will be 
goodbye in the spring.
It is not necessary that souls that have high union with God in holy contemplation walk in the path of 
Brother Aloysius.423 I have read some things, especially in one who is the first of mystics, and it is true that 
ordinarily they pass through such trials, one in this way and another in that. God has ways beyond us and 
has files so fine that they penetrate and remove all rust; they are purely spiritual, and the experience is often 
more bitter than death, I will say that. This is because they are more pure, more penetrating, and free from 
all satisfaction, within and without, in a very exalted way, and they prepare the soul for a union with God 
since they give a personal knowledge of one’s nothingness so much that it seems to be a pain of the damned, 
etc. Oh, how much there is to say on that…
God permits such a purgation in Brother Aloysius for his mighty ends, and he gives signs of making prog-
ress. However, watch to see if he has a secret understanding of this purgation, for that would be harmful. 
See if it leaves him with a profound knowledge of his nothingness and makes him exalt the divine mercy, 
etc. God is also permitting this so that you may learn the science of the saints and become a practitioner 
in holy direction, etc. For him there will be another file and it is already in place. Love will be the execu-
tioner, and let it be, for it is doing its work. When this makes a martyr of him, there is need of help, a super 
strength that God gives. Otherwise, he will not withstand the blow. When Brother Aloysius will be totally 
resigned to the Will of God and in a profound knowledge of his nothingness, he will be delivered from such 
vexations.
When the weather cools, two priests will be coming: one is Father Candido Donato Costa,424 a profound 
theologian able to teach, a man of great piety and prayer. He has dressed in wool all his life and never eats 
meat. It is two years since he has had his call. If he does not come in November, he may come in October, 
but I do not wish, etc. … He is coming to the Congregation at the same age that Father Mark Aurelius 
joined, but he is healthier than Father Mark Aurelius. The other is Abbot Dottarelli of Toscanella,425 a capa-
ble priest of thirty-four years. Another is a cleric from Toscanella who has Father John Baptist for his ad-
vocate, but he will be received as a lay brother because he lacks knowledge. Two other clerics have applied 
strenuously and are able. The one has been of help to the provincial, the other to a priest in Rome. So let 
them be examined, etc. That is five in all. I would say that seven, eight, or more will be vested.
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In my other letter I asked you to tell me how many young men there are capable for studies and when they 
will make their profession according to the Rule in order to have them leave and give room for others. I do 
not remember anything else. On September 4, I will, please God, be at Bagnorea for the missions.
Father Mark Aurelius and his companions will leave on August 22 for Todi, that is, for the missions there 
and to take private possession of the Retreat. Pray much for us. I am from the heart,
In the ordinary mail last night I received a letter from Canon Randone, who tells me that five of the six 
candidates who are waiting are all fit. I am answering him that if they are such and with all the requirements 
regarding health, learning, and the rest, they will be received and that this is understood by you. It is nec-
essary that they be not received before the greater part there have made their profession and all the clerics 
give way to others. Let me know. From the heart I am,

Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

I think by my count there will be a large vestition of ten or twelve.

___________________________________________________________________
422. The letter of July 23, 1757 and the letter of August 25, 1757 are both directed to Father John Mary. These are important for 
showing us how Paul dealt with those who believe they are receiving extraordinary favors from God, including special locutions.

423. Brother Aloysius Basili of Saint Mary was born in 1731 and died on March 30, 1801.

424. Father Candido Maria Costa of the Holy Wounds was born in 1707 and died on August 17, 1788.

425. Name does not appear in the Registry, a sign that Dottarelli did not enter or he left before vestition.


