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John Mary Cioni of Saint Ignatius (10)

San Angelo

June 30, 1757

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Master,
I am replying to the principal points of your letter of the twenty-second of this month. First, the young man 
of sixteen years, nephew of that good priest from Alba, seems too young to me, considering our penitential 
life. It could be that his stomach would go bad, as happened with Father Thomas, who is there. So it is im-
portant to know whether he is strong, of a good character and appearance, and does he have a command of 
the Latin language; otherwise, wait. As for his uncle coming with him, that is not to be approved since he 
would find more pain in leaving him here than he would leaving him in his home town. That would not be 
good for the novice.
As for the Retreat, whether it comes about or not, I see that it does not suit us, except what I wrote in my 
other letter; otherwise, nothing. First must come a good Retreat for a novitiate in good solitude. There is 
need of a generous royal rescript in order to found in that country, wherever we will be requested by the 
ordinaries; otherwise, nothing happens. Therefore, it is not necessary to go there for a single Retreat. Such 
are my decided and constant opinions and decisions, based on holy prudence.
Regarding your proposal that I could appoint Father Frontiniano as novice master, this will not work! It is 
necessary for him to be years in the Congregation. The Rule prescribes ten, although the General can dis-
pense in accord with the time and ability of the member. Would that Father Louis could succeed! I would be 
more in agreement with him since he is longer with us. Let us proceed, watching, taking care, etc.
Meanwhile, be patient until that time, for the work of the novitiate is in most need of care, the most import-
ant in the Congregation. I say that advisedly, for you give more glory to God and gain more souls than you 
would in going on any missions whatsoever while God is using you to form missionaries, and your fruit 
will remain.
I rejoice in the Lord over the fervor of the novitiate, and I bless the Mercy of God, especially for the graces 
that His Divine Majesty gives to all, especially to the ones you mentioned. I have no doubts that the one 
from Capua ought to reach a high degree of perfection. I would like you to inform me as to his country, 
relatives, their condition, etc., and what position he held in the military and what studies he has finished. 
Also, let me know when he comes and when he is vested with the habit.
What shall I say of you, my dearest son, except that I deeply know the fact that the Holy Spirit is working 
a mighty work of his eternal mercies in you? Continue what you are doing in regard to prayer and all the 
rest. I am speaking of the novitiate as well as pursuing your way of dealing with remedies for temptations 
and vexations of the devil by rebuking them with commands, etc. … all is in accord with God. You can see 
that the Lord is blessing everything.
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Take care to mortify their will in everything; insist much on this point. Without this you build on sand. 
Insist on a holy hatred of self, on not thinking about the conduct of others, but of one’s own. “Take care of 
yourself,” etc. Insist much on knowledge of one’s own nothingness, on having a high opinion of others and 
an poor one of one’s self, a strong habit of control and mortification of one’s senses, especially the eyes and 
tongue, and a composed exterior to keep one’s powers united and recollected in God. With this way prayer 
will come of itself.
As for yourself, so that His Divine Majesty may always work his marvels more in your spirit, keep yourself 
as much as possible in a high abstraction from all that is created, in a true nakedness and poverty of spirit, 
and in a true internal solitude, letting the sheep of your faculties and thoughts enter the interior desert, and 
there be lost in God. Let them be lost, for they lose themselves easily in their origin. O loss, which is in-
finitely rich! O sacred desert, in which the soul learns the science of the saints as Moses did in the profound 
solitude of Mount Horeb.
I have no more time. If the young man from Alba ever comes, with the conditions laid down above, it would 
be good to write immediately to Canon Randone to see whether he has a good candidate ready who could 
accompany him without his uncle coming. I believe that you will have written to Brandeglio for that young 
man, as I wrote in my letter. If God provides eight or ten candidates, they can be received. Pray and have 
prayers offered for my intentions. I greet those in novitiate in the Lord, and I pray the gentle Jesus to rain 
on you all his plenteous blessings, and I am from the heart,

Your affectionate,
Paul of the Cross


