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Thomas Fossi (84)

San Angelo

June 4, 1757

J.C.P.

Dear Thomas, My Beloved Son in Christ,
I am answering your two letters, even though I am in poor health. It is two days since I came back from the 
mission, and tomorrow I begin my cure. Your letters are filled with so many things, so many reflections, so 
many good thoughts, that I do not know where to give thought to begin my reply.
I am invoking the Holy Spirit to obtain his light. First, I tell you that all these reflections, all these desires, 
and the anxieties they bring with them are useless. You need to allow them to disappear in the Divine Good 
Pleasure, and you ought to let them die in the flame of holy love. Hold on to one single desire, that of pleas-
ing God and doing his Holy Will, being the same in suffering as in joy, and continuing to live in your state 
devoutly. With regard to conjugal continence, I confirm what I have always said. There must always be a 
holy and mutual consent.
I celebrated the Masses you requested; they were given me by Father Rector when I was at the Retreat in 
Toscanella. The other four will be celebrated, seeing they came with this morning’s letter and also a thir-
ty-pound tuna, which you had the great charity to send to this Retreat and for which we are all grateful in 
Jesus Christ. They will continue to pray for your intentions.
With regard to the marriage of your daughter, I have nothing to say. Our Rules forbid me to interfere in such 
affairs, beyond recommending it to God for a good outcome. She is not called to the religious state, so it is 
well that she marry. Give her advice for her salvation to live godly in her state as a married woman.
The letter from your daughter concerns the same subject, and she asks advice with regard to marrying. So 
these thoughts will serve as a reply to her. I leave it to you to give her holy, discrete, and prudent instruction 
as to what such a state requires. I am not answering her in order not to multiply letters. I am in poor health 
and have a heap of letters to answer that would break a stone or a mass of bronze. But I will finish soon 
because I am close to the end of my office, and soon I will retire to write no more and to speak no more to 
anyone except my confessor because I have a great necessity to prepare myself for my approaching death.
I see that you want to send your boys to the Mount. How can you do that, seeing that the Rules forbid it? 
God knows how willingly I would serve you and how much I admit I am obligated, but with regard to ac-
cepting your son to study in this Retreat, or any other, I cannot do that in conscience because that would 
violate the holy observance and absurdities would result. We cannot receive young men with the exception 
of those who come to take our habit. There is a benefactor who for some time has wanted to send his son, 
but I have not agreed to receive him since I cannot in conscience, even though he is a principal benefactor. 
I am sorry to give you this negative answer.
Have him study, and, when he is eighteen or twenty years old and will have finished his study of philosophy, 
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or at least of rhetoric, if he has a vocation to become one of our religious, I will receive him and take him 
before anyone else. Dear Thomas, pardon me if I do not extend myself further because I cannot keep my 
head together. I have forced myself to write thus far. I enclose you in the holy Side of Jesus, along with all 
your house, and I ask for copious blessings of heaven, as I strongly hope. I will recommend at Holy Mass 
that pious woman and the consultor, whom I ask you to greet for me. I hope for much good from him.
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


