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Pope Benedict XIV (9)414

May 21, 1757415

Holy Father,
Paul of the Cross, General of the Congregation of the Passion of Jesus Christ, canonically established and 
approved by Your Holiness, with humble and profound respect reveals to Your Holiness that since it is 
some years that the Trinitarian Fathers of Riscatto have abandoned their convent in the locality known as 
Mount Cavo, in the region of Rocca di Papa, belonging to the excellent House of Colona, in addition to the 
loss of spiritual help to that populace, which they had received from that religious family, the church and 
the monastery annexed to it have become the lair of evil people. Since your petitioner has received many 
requests, not only from the excellent bishop, but also from the clergy and people of that territory, along 
with the consent of the constable, to locate in that place the religious family of the Discalced Clerics of the 
Passion of Jesus Christ since their work with the aid of God might be profitable to other feudal holdings of 
that excellent House, where there are similar Retreats of this Congregation, so it may be hoped that there 
would ensue advantages also for this foundation.
However, since some Mendicant religious who reside in the vicinity are opposed to the wishes of the 
people, clergy, and patron of this place, and since this is not at the required canonical distance from their 
monasteries; your petitioner humbly asks the great clemency of Your Holiness to supply for the consent of 
the Mendicants with an opportune derogation, as you were pleased to do for the foundations of Retreats 
of these same Religious of the Passion established in Soriano, in the diocese of Orte, and in Vetralla, the 
diocese of Viterbo.

___________________________________________________________________
414. This letter is Paul’s request to the pope for the Passionists to receive the monastery of the Trinitarian Fathers at Mount Cavo. 
Pope Benedict XIV granted this request in an audience with the secretary of the Congregation of Bishops and Regulars on May 
21, 1757. The public celebration of this foundation took place on Palm Sunday, March 19, 1758.

415. This is the date on which the request was granted. Paul’s letter to the pope is not dated and was written earlier.


