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Peter Vico of Saint John (3)

Toscanella

April 12, 1757

Leaving and will be at San Angelo

the last of May or first of June.

J.C.P.

Dearly Beloved Father Rector,
In yesterday’s post I received a long letter from Brother Bernadine.412 Since I have a mission beginning, 
please God, next Sunday, the Sunday after Easter, I do not have the time to answer him, nor have I been 
able to talk to Father Provincial since he did not come this way on his trip to Todi in order not to prolong 
his journey by two days or more. I have examined the letter thoroughly, and I see it is not necessary that 
Brother Bernadine travel to his native place. This is even a stratagem of the devil to have him lose the good 
he has done up until now. I say once more that my conscience, as superior of the Congregation, will not 
allow me to permit him to go to his native place. All the more so since he himself says in his letter that his 
brother could take care of his concern with holy water. So can it not be seen clearly that this is self-love for 
his relatives, which the devil is using to draw him into his net and dissipate him and his companion who 
would go with him to his country, where there is so much liberty, and on a trip so long and in such dan-
gerous circumstances? How then could I place two poor religious in such danger. All the more so since it 
would be necessary to give them another lay brother as a companion. I cannot agree with this in any way.
Jesus Christ tells us to let the dead bury their dead. The advice of Father Consultor,413 who was the Visi-
tator there, is excellent, and I confirm it. That is, he should write a good letter to the pastor there or to other 
knowledgeable persons, to the Bertolotti’s, that they help out his brother, and they will do so willingly, and 
that he has found his life in the Congregation, that he has abandoned himself into the loving arms of Jesus, 
and that he helps his relatives with his prayers, which are of more help to them than he would be in person.
Let him accept this advice as coming from the Lord, for the superior takes his place, and in the determina-
tion of the superior the Divine Will is known and should be the rule for our actions.
Try then, Father Rector, to quiet this good son. To me he seems to have made a good start in spirit in con-
formity with the sentiments he expressed to me in a sheet attached to the letter. I will answer him when my 
mission campaign is over. Meanwhile, I will recommend him to Father Provincial when he returns from 
Todi. He will be able to read him this letter as if he had written it himself. I am in a hurry, for my departure 
is close.
Regarding the Masses, there is nothing easier. To obtain the alms it is sufficient that some merchant in Acqui 
issues an exchange for Rome and includes a copy for you, addressing it: “Rome, Frosinone for Ceprano: 
Retreat of San Sosio,” and then the exchange can be redeemed by Signore Angeletti in Rome. Jesus bless 
you and pray for us. Let them keep themselves in fervor and observance, especially in true humility of 
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heart and fraternal charity. “In this shall all know that you are disciples of Christ if you have love for one 
another.” In haste I am,
Your affectionate servant,
Paul of the Cross

I will be far from good roads; therefore, do not write. If there is need for something, you can write to Father 
Mark Aurelius, consultor, for he will be back from Todi to San Angelo in the middle of May.

___________________________________________________________________
412. Brother Bernardine Boggeri of the Conception, born in 1724 and died on October 20, 1768, was from Carpento di Acqui. 
He was born in the diocese of Alessandria and entered the Congregation in 1748. The Bertolotti family mentioned by Paul is the 
family of Father Dominic of the Conception, the uncle of Brother Bernadine.

413. Father Mark Aurelius Pastorelli.


