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Dominic Costantini (8)

Toscanella

April 4, 1757

J.C.P.

My Dear Signore Dominic,
I am not sharing the letter in answer to Signore Clement Orlandi because it contains some things concerning 
the direction of his devout soul. I am, however, enclosing that letter to him, and you can give it to Master 
Luke when you send him to Rome with the plan for our site and the instructions. We are not sharing the 
great secret with Master Luke. If you care to write to Signore Orlandi, you may do so at your pleasure. The 
letter is unsealed, and you will be able to read it. As to Master Luke, in giving your instructions, you could 
say it is a pious work being done in the name of the bishop and is to be built in this way, that is, corridors 
of seven palms, cells of twelve palms, and the rest.
Arm yourself with confidence in God and do not let the difficulties frighten you. God can make us see prod-
igies. So with a great heart and willing spirit give yourself to this great task with a humble heart and pure 
intention for the pure glory of God to build a nest for the doves of the Crucified so that they may make a 
perpetual sorrowing over the holy sufferings by anointing the Divine Wounds with the balsam of their tears, 
coming from hearts truly burning with love. Oh, what a great work! Oh, what a great work! Thank God that 
you were chosen for such a work, so much to his glory, and remain in his divine presence, all humbled and 
annihilated, crying out: “My substance is as nothing before you.” I think that on the Sunday after Easter I 
will open the mission in Toscanella and then proceed elsewhere. Enclosing you and all your household in 
the holy Side of Jesus, I affirm again that I am from the heart,
Your unworthy, obligated servant,
Paul of the Cross


