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Mary Clare of Saint Philip (5)

Toscanella

March 26, 1756

May the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
be always in our hearts.

I received your letter last night. I hope that you have received my last letter and have seen that the letter you 
sent me to Valentano was not lost, but received here. What you write me burns up the devil greatly, as you 
tell me in your last letter. You can know clearly why he is so enraged without my telling you.
Arm yourself more with faith, with confidence in God, and with profound humility of heart, and renew your 
commands to the devil. Command him in the Name of Jesus Christ to depart and go to the place destined 
for him by God because of his pride. Fear nothing. The horrible, diabolical apparitions with the horrible 
temptations which accompany them are excellent signs, and the suffering your soul undergoes disposes you 
more as a fire to purify you and render you always more disposed for the union of love with His Divine Maj-
esty. God is still using the work of your confessor to annihilate you the more and to crucify you. Oh, what a 
beautiful work this is! I ask you to use the advice I gave you in my other letter, and I repeat the same thing 
now: profound humility, silence, reverential annihilation before him. This is one rule to make a high flight.
When the soul finds itself in more profound interior solitude and in a deeper repose of love on the bosom of 
the Heavenly Father, make some cries like a baby and reveal to him what the rage of the devil is doing to 
you. He already knows but wants you to tell him that with a childish complaint. Ask him with a profound 
annihilation not to allow the devil to molest you with this brutish apparitions, etc. But then abandon your-
self to his Holy Will, which must be your continual food, for the gentle Jesus always fed himself on the 
Will of his Father in a sea of suffering. Give yourself a stout heart and take care never to allow yourself to 
be frightened by the demon. Remain hidden in God, nothing can harm you, and never leave prayer when 
you see these phantasms, but remain strong and constant and never leave your place of prayer. In this way 
the devil will leave beaten. Be of good heart, for God wishes to make you holy. Hence it is necessary that 
you fight for the glory of God.
Continue your recollection in your usual way … for it is going very well. Believe me, now is the time to 
clothe yourself interiorly to celebrate the anniversary of the death of our dear Savior. Stay in your nothing. 
Pray more for me and for the other things. Jesus bless you. I can write from here once more at Easter; then 
I leave for a mission.
Your unworthy servant,
Paul of the Cross


